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THStSMtl. (U? ,WfaHDMS,m/^ UkYS flIBGE TO 

]U^JiIIlE ihe affiurs you -have heard w^re 

.^y.pjiffipigiii Engl|m4« ^ere iwaa no int»]^ 

miflioa in the wars which the ead of F)and«Qi 

was <2wiyiii9 (m ffigaii\ft Ghent, >aiul whioh ^thofe 

.oitUsens wAg^againft him. 

"Xon know Jkhat,Philip von Artayeld W4» chofen. 
f^Cf^ffldqii^Kfeip in j^Heiat, through %he recpmmeada* 
^Qn^P0lei;du S^is* whoad^ifed him, whenia 
Dffiee; to Ijecojiie om^l andwicked to he the more 
Earned. Philip s^d not foi^ this doctrime, for 
:lbM. HQtlpBg hpen.goyernor of G^eut befoffc 
lie had twelve perfons beheaded in his pcdSra^: 
:fim«lu4s *hpy were thofe who had lien i^in^ 
c^ly e^rapPfiMrd in the miud^ of hi^,firthet, 
.«n4ithus he re^i^f^d himfelf on them* 
. PbiUp v^n Artai^ began his i^eign with ^gr^ 
ifom^fj md «ade h«i|fi«lf hdp«ed «ad feared bf 
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2 

many, more cfpecially by thofe who followed the 
profeffion of amis: for, to gain their favour, he 
refufed them nothing ; every thing was abandoned 
to them. I may be i^iked how flie Ghent men 
were able to carry on this war; and I will anfwer 
to the bell of my ability, according to the in- 
formation I^rQceiyed. They were iixmly.- united 
^mong themfelves, and maihtained the poor, each 
according to his means: thus, by being fo fina^ 
united, they were of great force: befides, Ghent, 
taken all together, is one of the ftrongeft towns in 
the world, provided Brabant^ Zealand, and Hol- 
land, be not againit it; but, in cafe thefe coun^ 
tries were leagued with Flanders, they -would be 
fhut up, furrounded and ftarved. Thefe three 
countries, however, were never their enemies; fo 
that their warfare with the earl of Flanders was 

r • * 

miore ftrenuoufly carried on, and longer ^coii- 
tinued. 

At the commencement of Philip von Artavield- s 
government^ the deacon* of the weavers was ac- 
cufed of treafoh. tie was arrefted and coniipittcd 
"to prifon. In oi^der to know the truth of the 
acciifation, his houfe'was searched, wherein WaSs 
found fome saltpetre in powder. The deacon 
was beheaded, and dragged - thrQUgh-^ the town 
by the*rfi()ulders, for a traitor, and to ferve as an 
cxampte to others. 

The earl of Flandeirs refolved to lay fiege again 
to Gheht : -hfe ' therefore iflUed his fummons t0-a. 
number of knights and fquires, and to the inha^ 
bitants of the principal towns. He-fent tp Mech- 
lin, from whence 4ie had maay m^. H^ wrolje 

.^ ; /: to 



to his coufins^ iir Robert, and. fir William de 
Namur at that.time.count d'Artois^.the counteffi, 
his mother^ being lately dead, . who brought a 
Bumber of knights from Artois. In this fom-^ 
mons, the lord de Dampierre was not forgotten : 
he came to offer his fervices, with as many as ho* 
could collect, and was handfomely attended by 
knights and fquires from Hainault. 

The earl advanced to inveft. Ghent, on the fide 
towards Bruges and Hainault. * During the time 
it lafted, there were many. £kirmi{hes ; and the 
Ghent men made frequent Tallies in search of ad-» 
ventures, in which fometimes they were repulfed, 
at others they conquered. But the perfon who 
gained the greateil renown was the young lord 
d'Anghien:* all the young knights defirous of 
glory cheerfully followed his banners. 

The lord d'Anghien marched with full four 
thoufand men, well mounfed, without counting 
thofe on foot, to befiege Grammont, which was 
attached to jGhent: he had before harrafi*ed them 
much, but could not win it. This time, however, 
he came ip greater force, and, on a Sunday, had 
it ftormed at upwards of forty places: he did not 
fpare hin^elf, but was one of the moll active, 
and the firft who placed his banner on the 
walls. This attack was fo (harp and well fought 
that, about four in the afternoon, the town was 
taken, and the troops of the lord d^Anghien 
entered it through the gates, which had. been 
deftroyed. . 

When the inhabitants faw their town was loft 
without hope of recovery, all that could efoape 

B8 ' did 
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(^4 fe iihroiigli tXuA gates whefpe ^ere were bo 
en^jtnies ; hulrfew W^e ib ibrtunaie. The^ugh- 
tjer wasiirjerjr great of men, <wo]»«n and chiMren^ 
for 'Ito none.vas fiianrn mercy. "J^hece w^e up- 
wdi^of J&TO handrect of the inhabitants kitted, 
ai^d numbers jof old <peo{de and wometi burnt m 
their beds, wtdch ovas muefa to he lamented. 

The town was fet aa 6ve at more than two 
Hundred pl3ce6, whic^ reduc^ the whole to 
aflies, Qhwchesjand all : noUiing reioained entire. 
Thus did iGraminont iuffer by fire and flame; 
and the Icffd d'Anghien, after this ^cploit, re- 
tum^ed to the army before :6hent. The earl of 
Flanders was jnuch pleafied when he heard itj^ 
and faid; vFair touy you are a valiairt man, and> 
i( it pleafe>God, .will be ^ gallant knight, for 
you have made a liaiidfome commencement.^ 

During this deftnusfcioniof i^rammont, which 
happejiied oa ai Sundday ia ithe ^month of June, 
the liege of £^hei^.iftill .pontinuied. TDhe lord 
d'Anghi^u> wh(^ naine was ITalter, jwas there, 
but never refted llong in his quMtersT: he was 
every day out:in fearch of adventures, at times 
, weir accompanied, at others €o td^iilly that he 
was unable <to profeci^te his plans. <8oiife ad^ea* 
tures, however, jdaily 4>6fef himoF^the Haze of 
Flanders. 

One Thttrfd9.y iinoniing'4be^!dd^AnghiieR lelt 
his quarters, in company^^i ^he lord de Jii{oii'> 
tigay, fir Michael de 1% Hmneide bis ooufm, his 
brother thebaftard d'Anghien, Julien deToiffon, 
Hutin Ponay,and fevGralniOFe of bis houffebold, 
in «rder to flcirmifh before Client us they had 

formerly 



formeriy done: th«y this time advanced lb far 
that th^ fuff^-ed fbr it, for thofe of Ghent had 
placed in amfoufcade more than two hundred 
men beyond the walfes of ifce tolfn. They were 
armed with long pilcesi Some faid^ this ambus- 
cade was formed of the greater part of thofe 
who. had iledfrom Grkmmont, in the hope of 
furroundingrand making prifoner the lord d'Ang- 
hien, in revenge for the mifchief he had done 
them« They knew him to be young, courageous 
and apt to yenture himfelf fooliflily, which gave^ 
them hope»^ of the" fucceis they had. It Vas 
unfortmiate for him> as wdU as for thofe who ac- 
oompantesd Mn^v 

The lca*4 d'Anghien end- his' company were 
quite offstfadr gfii^ when they found' themfelves 
fhn^omsdttd: by the Grhent men, who advanced* 
baldly upi orjf it^ out, *' Sarrenderj or you are ^ 
ail dead, nven:' 1?lie lord' d'Anghien, perceiving 
his fituntion^aibe^ advice fh>m the lord de Mon*^ 
tigny, whu^Ws^b^de him: he'replied; — * Sir, it 
is too lotet let Us defend- ourfel^'es, and fell our 
lives as deaify as» We ca^: there is nothing elft* 
to' do^ wiA we ha^e nW tf moment for delay. ' 

The.kmgUtB'lihen made the fign of the croi^, 
and recommefijding themfelves to God and St. 
George, dalhed among their enemies j for they 
oould' noways retreat^ being inl the midft of their 
^ambufcade* They behaved very gallantly, and 
did every thing that could be done in arms^ but 
they were : .out»-numbered by their opponents, 
who, having long pikesy gave fuch firokes as 
vrere but too mortal, as the event fltewed; 

The 



The lord d'Anghien was flain; ssweYe the 
bailard d'Anghien his:brothCT, and Julien de 
Toiffon by his fide, - Other valiant knights from* 
Hainault, fiichas the. lords de Montigny and de 
St. Chriftopherj fuffered fimilar fates. Sir Mi- 
chael de la Hameide was feverely wounded, and 
would certainly have loft his life, if Hdtin Do- 
nay had hot faved him by dint of arms and pru- 
dence: he had great difficulty in doing it, 

While the Flemings were employed in pillage 
ing and difarming thefe knights, to convey them 
into Ghent, where it was known they had flain 
the lord d'Anghien, which gave them great joy, 
Hutin Donay, feeing no hopes of fuccour, car- 
ried fir Michael de la Hameide oUt of th6 crowd 
and danger. . Such was the end of this unfortu- 
nate day to the lord d'Anghien. : You may well 
fappofe the earl of Flanders was much grieved 
%t it: indeed, he fliewed it plainly; for, out of 
his affection to him, he raifed the fiege of 
Ghent.. The earl could not forget him, but re- 
gretted his lofs, faying, — * Ah, Walter, Walter, 
my fair fon, how unfortunate haft thou been, to 
be thus cut off in thy youth. I wifli every one 
to know, that the Ghent men (hall never have 
I)eace with me until I have greatly revenged 
myfelf.' . .• 

Things remained in this fituation, when he 
fent to demand the body of the lord d'Anghien, 
which they had carried into Ghent to pleafe 
the town; . but they refufed to deliver it up 
until Ihey fliould be paid a thoufand francs in 
iiard cafli. They divided this booty between 

them. 
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them, wlien the body was conveyed to the army, 
and from thence to Anghien, of wfai€h town he 
was the lonL 
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CHAP. n. 

THE EARL OF FLANDERS RAISES THE SIEGE OF 

GHENT.— TWO RICH CITIZENS, DESIROUS OF 

.'NEGOTIATING A PEACE BETWEEN THE EARL 

z AND THE TOWN. ARE PUT TO DEATH BY 

, PETER DU BOIS AND PHILIP VON ARTAVELD. 

/^UT of affection to the lord d'Anghien, the 
^^ fiege of Ghent was raifed, and the earl re- 
tnrne4 to Bruges. He then difmiffed his army, 
ordering it to the different garrifons in Flanders, 
and to the caflles of Gavre, Oudenarde, Dendre- 
monde, Courtray , and every place near to Ghent. 
The earl recjuefled the Liegeois not to continue 
fending flores and provifion to Ghent as they 
had done. 

The men of Liege returned a haughty anfwer 
to the meffengers, faying they would confult 
with thofe of St. Tron, Huy and Dinant, how 
to act. 

The earl fent to his coufins the duke of Bra- 
bant and duke Albert, and to the bailiffs of 
Hainault, Holland and Zealand, fpecial ambaf- 
^adors, chofen from among his principal coun- 
fellors, to remonftratt with them touching the 

conduct 
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conduct of the town of Ghent^ which ftifi con*' 
^tinned inats rebellion, chiefty owipg to the pro* 
vifion and ftores which it received r from their, 
countries, and to requeft that a flop might be 
put to iU 

Thefc two lords would have been very forry to 
4o any thing which might difpleafe the earl : 
they excufed themfelves handfomely, faying, 
that until that moment they were ignorant of it^ 
but that henceforward they would iflue fuch- or- 
iders that it fhould be dilbontimied. This smf^r 
Was agreeable to the eai^ o£ Flanders; 

puke Albert, who at that time reffided in^Ifol* 
Ii^d, wrote tb his bailiff in Hainault^ Gt Simon 
de Lalain, inclb£[ng him a copy of thef lelteij^fFom 
the earl of Flanders^ adding his pofitiva oom^ 
mands againii any provifion or ftores being Air^ 
niihed Ghent from Hainaidti or any oUier thing, 
to be done which might difpleafe his coufin the' 
earl, under pain of his higheft difplealiire. 

The bailiff iffued a proclamation through H^ti* 
nault, forbidding any provifions to be carried to> 
Ghent. A limilar proclamation was made in. 
Brabant; fo that none dared to go to Gh^nt but 
ptriyately^ which much furprifed the inhabitaAts ; 
for provifion began to be very fcarce, i^nd there 
would have b^en a fEunine, if the Hollanders had 
not ail^fied them, an act of friendfhip which they 
wouidr. not- be retrained from dmng by any in- 
junctions that didce Albert could lay on iJiem. 
. About this period, through the means of the 
<^uncils of Brabant, Hainault and liege, there 
was a great ^ffembly appointed to be holden a*> 

Harle*- 
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Harlebecque, near Courtray : the meiihof Ghent 
lent thither turdve of their principal inhabitants, 
who bad in general &ewn themfelves defirous of 
^peace, whatever it might coA them from tl\e^ 
|K>pulace that fought only confufion. 

All the magifirates of the chief towns i» 
Zanders were at Harlebecque, even the ear|^ 
himM(y and there were fome alfo from Liege^ 
Hainault and Brabant Mc^tters were fo ably . 
conducted^ that the deputies from Ghent return- 
€fd home with propofitions for a peace. It hap- 
pened that thq§» inhabitants who wifhed for an 
{^3 of the war« namely, the prudent and quiet 
ones, vvent to the houfes of the deputies who 
Aad be^v at this conference, and who were two 
of the richeft and moft peaceable citizens, fuch 
as fir Gi^ifebert <jrente and fir Symon. Bete, and 
n&ed them what news they had brought. They 
4ifcovered themfelves too foon ; for they replied, 
* 6ood people,, we (hall have, if it pleafe God^ 
an excellent peace for thofe who a^e well in- 
<3ined and wifh foir quiet; and feme of thA. 
wicked ones in the town will be punifiied/ 

It is commonly faid, if t&ete be thofe who talk, 
tliere are thofe who sirCt* Peter du Bois, not 
UQnking his life in fafety, had fpies every where 
"to give him intelligence. Some of them brought 
fiim the reports of the; town, refpecting a peace, 
and affiired'him the words came fixxm fir Guife* 
Bert Gente and fir Symon Bete, Peter, on^ 
bearing this, was like a mad™^"' ^^^» ^PP^y^^S 
them to himfelf, faid,t— ' If any are to be pu- 
joilh^d for this war^^ I fl:iall not be one of tht 

^ ^ ^ laft; 
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laft; but it (hall ftot g6 thus. Our gentlemen 
>vho have been at the conference may think 
tvhat they will, but I have no defire to die yet. 
The war has not lifted half fo long as I ititend 
it fliall; and my good ianafters, John Lyon and* 
William Craffoft, have 'not hitherto been fuffi-. 
cieiitly avenged. If the affaifs'bife now in con-j 
fufion, I will trouble them ftill more.' 

Peter da Bois was as good as his word, and T 
will (hew how. That fame evening, the morrow 
of which tHe council were to meet in the ooun- 
cil-chamber, to hear the report of the deputies, 
he cam^ to the houfe of Philiji von Artaveld, 
and found him ^lufing and thoughtful, leaning 
agaipft a window of his apartment. Theiirft 
word he uttered was, ^ Philip, have you heard 
any news?' * Nori^,' replied Philip, 'except' 
that our deputies are return^ frojn the con- 
ference at Harlebecque, and that to-morrow w^ 
jlre to hear in the council-chamber, what they 
have doue.^ * That is true,* anfwered Peter ; 
• b:it I Icnow what they have done, and the 
terms of the treaty; for they have opened 
themfelves to fome ^of my friends. Be aifured, 
Philip, that our head^ will pay for all the 
treaties they make, or have made ; for there will 
not be any peace between my lord and the town, 
but that you, the lord de liarzelles, myfelf, and 
all the captains our allies in this war, will be firft 
put to death, and the rich citizens pardoned. 
They willi to free themfelves by delivering us up; 
and this was the opinion of John Lyon, my maf- 
ler. Peficles, the earl,' our lord, has his bafe 

flatterers 
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lltittefers always with him ; fiich &5 Gilbert Mat*> 
thew and his brothers^ the provoft of Harle- 
becque who is their relation, and the deacon of 
fmall crafts who fled away with them. It tliere* 
fore behoves us toconfider awhile on this bufinefs/ 

' How (hall we act?' alked Philip. 'I will tell 
you>' replied Peter: * we muft fend orders to ail 
our leaders and captains, to be ready armed, and ' 
in the market-place, to-morrow, and t6 keep near 
us 5 when we will enter the council-chamber, 
with a hundred of our men, to hear the treaty 
read. Leave me to manage the reft; but only 
aivow what I (hall fay; for whoever wiBie^to 
preferye his life knd power with the com- 
monalty, if he do hot make himfelf feared, does 
nothing.' Philip Willingly afTented; and then 
Peter du Bois, taking his leave, departed. He 
inftantly fent his feipvants and (couts to th^ dif- 
ferent captains under him, to order tliem and 
their men to be in the maitet-pjace on the next 
day, well armed, to - hear the news* They alf 
<ybeyed, for none dared to refufe, and were, 
yeady for any mifchief. 

The enfuing morning, at nine o'clock, the 
mayor, (heriffs, and rich men of the city, came 
to the maricet-place and entered the town-hall: 
then came thofe who had been at the confer- 

e'nces at Harlebeeque; and laft came Petdf dii 

. » ^^ , .... 

Bois and Philip von Artavdd, well attended by 
thofe of their party. 

- When they were all aflembled and feated, for 

^ every one who chofe it fat down, they found the 

I6rd de Harzelles was not prefent : they fent to 

him, 
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him,. but he excufed himfelf by faying he could 
not come, for he was unwell : * Proceed/ cried 
<Rit Peter du Bois : ^ I will anfwer for him, and we 
are fuU enough : let us hear what thefe gentlemen 
hare brought from the conferences at Harle^ 
becq^e/ ^ 

Upon this, Guifebert Gente and; Symon Bete 
rofe up, as bemg the principal deputies; when 
one of them fpoke thus,~* Gentlemen of Ghent, 
we have attended the confere|ice& at Harle-" 
becquej aqd we have had much labour and dif* 
ficulty^ in conjunction with the good men of 
BrelSront, liege and Hainauit^inmakingup our 
di^utes^ with the earl our lord» However; afc 
the entteaty of the duku and duche& of Bmbant^ 
who had fent thither their couixcil, as well as^ 
duke Albert, th^ good town of Ghent is at peaee^ 
with tile earl, on condition that two hundred 
mea at. arms^ whofe -names he will fend withtn: 
fifteen days in writing, (ball furrender themC^ ves 
to his 9i«ifon: in the caftle of Lille, to his purer 
Witt: he i» fo noble and generous- that ho wiMr 
£bew them mercy and pardon:' 

At Ibefe words^ Peter du Bois advimeed, and 
faid,*-— ' Guifebert, how have you dared to enter 
mtty any tHreaty that ihould put two hundred 
inen at arms into any of the enemy's priibns i 
Ghent wiould be indeed difgraced; and» better 
l^ould it be ibr it^ if completely overtumed> thui' 
to be reproached for having fo fcandaloufty cimh 
eluded the war. We know well among our- 
fekes, and underftatid thair neither you nor 
Symon Bete will he of the two hundrni'. You 

have 
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have made your own choice; but we ihall cwvfe 
and cut out for purfelves. Advance, Philip, on 
jthefe traitors, who want to betray and difiionour 
the town of Ghent/ 

On faying this, Peter da Bois' drew his dag- 
ger, and, coming up to Guifebert, ftruck him oti. 
the belly and knocked him down dead. Philip 
drew alfb his dagger, and with it ftruek Symoa 
Bete and flew him. They then began to cry 
cut * Treafon, treafon !' They had their parti- 
fens all round about them, fo that many of the 
richeft and greateft men in the town diffembled, 
to fave their lives. At that time only thofe t<vo 
were killed ; but to fatisfy the people, and to 
•turn the affair to their advantage, they fent 
their fcouts to cry through the town, that 
Guifebert and fir Bjinon Bete, like falfe traitors, 
wanted to betray the good town of Ghent, Thus 
the matter ended : the dead were dead; and no 
•ne was called to any account for it, nor any 
penalty exacted. 

When the earl of ^Flanders, who was at Breges, 

heard of this, he was forely enraged ^ and faid, — 

-^ At 'the entreaties of my qoufins of !Bnd)ant ii|id 

Hainault, I ^60 eaftly acceded to their wifhes df 

'^anaking peac^ vnth Ghent, and more than once 

* have they, in return, thus acted : but 1 will hav« 

Ihem know, they fliaU never have peace, until I 

iiave had given lip: to mefuch a nnpiber of the 

' ii^faabitants as will fatitsfy me/ 

in^his manner were flain two valiant and ripb 
'men m the town of Ghent, for having acted ac- 
^or^iilg to the intentior^s of many of their fellow* 
; citizens. 
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citizens. Each of tiiem had for his patrimor^ 
two tiioiifand fraiics of yearly revenue. They 
were much pitied in fecret ; but no one dared to 
do fo publicly, unlefs he wiflied to lofe his life. 
Things I'emained in this iiate, and the war was 
more bitter than before. The garrifons round 
Ghent were night and day in the field, fo that 
no provifion could enter the town. The Bra- 
banters and Hainq,ulters were afraid of venturii^ 
themfeWes ; for, whenever they were met by the 
earl's men, the beft tlxat could befal them was tlxe 
ilaughter of their horfes, fending them prifoner* 
to Dendremonde or to Oudenarde, or making 
them pay ranfom . By thefe means, the victuallers 
were afraid to riik bringing fupplies to the town^ 



CHAP. III. 



AN INSURREeTIoN IN PARIS, ON ACCOUNT OF 
THE INTENDED TAXES. — THE LORD DE COU- 
CY APPEASES IT. — THE DUKE OF ANJOU MAKES 
PREPARATIONS FOR HIS JOURNEY TO NAPLES. 

AT this period, the Pariflans roge up in rebel- 
lion againfi the king and his council,becaufe 
..they wanted to introduce generally through the 
kingdom thofe ' taxes, impofitions and excifes 
which had been raifed during the reign of 
king Charles, father of the prefent king. The 
Parifians oppofed them, by faying, the king 
of h?ippy memory.had acquitted them from thefe 
payments during his lifetime, and that the pre- 
fent king had confirmed this grant at his coro- 
nation 
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iiation a^ Riieirns. Thie young king and his 
council* i[|iiitted Pkris, knd went to rtfxde *at 
Meauxr'^ Brie. - 

No fooner had the ting* left Paris than the in- 
habitants rofe, and, havinganned themfelves, fle w 
all who had been affifting in propofihg or collect- 
ing thefe taxes* They broke into the prifons 
-and different 'houfes in the town, taking what- 
ever they could find. They went to the palace 
of thebi'fliop of Paris, and, having broken Open 
iiisprifons, fet at liberty Hugh Aubriot*, who 
liad been goYerDor-^general of the police during 
king ClMuies's reign, and had been condemned 
to the dungeons for feveral bad actions which 
he bad. done or confented to, many of wllich 
were deferving the Hake: to this man the mob 
gave liberty, which he owed folely to their in- 
furfection. He immediately.' fet out from Pat*^ 
for fear of v being retaken, and ^went into * Bur- s 
gundy, whence he came, and related tO" his 
Iriends * his " adventures. ^ 

: The Parifians, : during their rebellion, com- 
mitted many outrages ; but forlunately it was 
xiot general: had it been fo, affairs would have 
l>een:bad indeed/ The kitig' reflded all this 
lime at OMs^ftU^, atterided' ^by his uncles of 
Anjou/ B(^y :$9[id' fiirguiidy, who were rhuch 

* Hii^h Aubfioi^-rJ|ad t^^nui^nag^iaeni of the fipasuces iind^r 
Charley Y. He b^^t t^e ^aTalle as a fort againft tbe En^iifh. 
Meowed his difgrace andiiQprironment to the clergy, who 
"accufed him of herefy, Sec. : he was (hyt up' between four 
Vaiis: but the Orleiins pat^t^ liafed him becaufe, being a Bur- 
goodiaa, te Wa^Ma<^t<ilhe di^^^ 
;- > alarmed 
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lo^vfi^ to fend flk(^ lord die Ckiuc^» ^ifliil w^ a 
pri|^^ knight^ to ^paM^ iiiqMl «k^ 
^pdbfe t&em; for li«iai»iii^ liow to ma- 
li^gti tiiem l^ian wy cythw. 
- 'f he kirdjde Coucy^ vfho&^fmtm ww Eag^offw 
ran^^ Qame to Paris fimpiy ittaddedliy his hoi^ 
l)ol4* He 4iixnotmted at htn liAtd, aad ^t lot 
-tkfifeMrlfo had'heea th&jnoA 9CthEe,tm^Mmon* 
&ra£ed with them wiSsIy and pnideniiy on the 
wiokeditdk of ^their condnct in IdOing jkhe offiopi rt 
and minHlers of the king, ^ fasea^i^ open fiia 
j^xihns^ and fettihg fliofe who fvero coofined ia 
lh6i9aL>ut liberty; for all mdiidb^if tfaeidag Jirlllel 
it/ they wQidd dually pojr. But thk lie was n^ 
defirou? of doing; ft>r the king much loved 4iie 
tfrnn of Baris, becaofe he had hem k^tm ki it^ 
and al& ^om its being the eapatsQ ofifaiski^gi' 
doiift: ka ims ^thbrefqife iiMrolting >io'ideArayit> 
urellrintcasitioQed inhahitanta. 

He told them, his reafonsfiur coming to Vam 
amre tp eiide<m>iir to make ap aMliteis9)dnf«sen 
sthem, and that he uroidd enfmat the ksng aodfnii 
«iic)c« mei?eifoUy%> pMoa fhem Aeuiei^ dM4i« 

Tiiey anliiN^ ttMytth^f^AjMMtiailpr^ham 
the kiag^^flord, oor^ siifdb««WJi^^^ 
]b«it tMtMo twees ik9aUl>e[i^^^«^ Af «^ 

4al«»A^ fA Parifl • .and tlttlL laJiilM iiwnmmtrd ffew 

»^«**^WB ■•^^ fll MAID • mill 'Wwli^ ^WIVWVBHPmaFVv^* *Rfl^ 

Itoh, .^bcf wottid flAfrlbi»idtagln atiy-^tiier fiiia- 

Coucy. nfe yill pay ceri.iilifiiiiij iot;o thehlfj(fr 
of « proper receiver evcfy i*q^ l^ip^ i»>ib^ 
other ctitits «|p4 tMiasiB Fmiutfe Ib Ibe m^jntt^ 
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of the foidiers and men at litms.* ^ And what 
fum are you wiDing to pay weekly?' Such a 
fiim>' replied the Parifians, ^ as we fliall agree 
upon/ 

The lord de Coucy managed them fo well, by 
handfome fpeeehes, that they confented to tax 
themfeives, and pay weekly into the hands of 
a receiver whom they would appoint ten thou- 
fand francs. Upon this, the lord de Coucy left 
them and returned to Meaux in Brie, to lay be- 
fore the king and his uncles the propofitions 
they had made. 

The king was advifed to accept this offer of the 
Parifians, as the beil thing he could do ; for from 
this beginning, though fmall, all the other towns 
would follow the example, and when times (hould 
alter they might then change their meafures. 

The lord de Coucy returned to Paris, and 
brought with him the king's pardon to the Pa- 
risians, on condition of their obferving the pro- 
pofitions they had made. This they promifed, 
and appointed a receiver, to whom was paid, 
every week, the fixed fum in florins; but it was 
not to be carried from Paris, except for the pay- 
ment qf thofe men at arms who fliould be in ac- 
tual fervice, and neither the king nor his uncles 
were to have any concern with it, nor was it t6 
be otherwife employed. 

Affairs remained thus for fome little time, and 
the Parifians were quiet : but the king did not 
return to Paris, which much difpleafed the in- 
habitants. 

Rouen likewife v^aa in a ftate of rebellion j and 
Vol. VI. C from 



18 

from the famexaufe: the popolace raf#/ killed^ 
the king's^ governor and all thofe who had any 
concern in the collecting or raining thefe taxes. 
The king, on hearing this, during his refidence at 
Meaux, was much angered, and his jcouncil were 
doubtful if all the other towns would not follow 
this example. The king was advifed to march to 
Rouen, which he did, and appeafed the com- 
monalty, who were very riototis. He alfo par-*- 
doned them the death of the governor, and what- 
ever elfe they had done. They appointed ^ re^ 
ceiver from among themfelves, to whom they 
were to pay a certain fum in florins every weekj 
and^ on this being fettled, they continued quiet.^ 

Now remark the great evils that were bfegin- 
ixing to difiurb France: all took rife from the 
conduct of the men of Ghent; for the common 
people faid every where publicly, they were good 
men, who fo valiantly maintained their liberties, 
and for. which they ought to be loved and ho- 
noured by the whole world.- 

We will return to the duke of Anjou, who had 
a great defire to vifit the kingdom of Naples, of 
whiqh he figned himfelf king» as well as of Sicily, 
and duke of la Puglia and Calabria; for pope 
Clement had invefted him with them, by virtue, 
of the deeds which the que^n of Naples had 
given to hiiii. 

The dul^ce of Anjou was prudent^ of a wanri 
imaginatijbn, bold and enterprifing: he plainly 
perceived, that according to the eftablilhmeht Jie 
had fupported hitherto, and which he would 
have l^eenXorry to ha^e fe§n l^ifened, he would 



be a poor lord iji trance, unlets he fhoiild coti- 
ijuer fuch rich and noble heritages as the two 
kingdoihs of Naples and Sicily, and the duchies 
bf la Puglia, Calabria, as well as the county ot 
Provence. They would come to him very op- 
portunely; for thofe counties, of which he called 
liimfelf lord by virtue of the gift made him* 
abounded m all forts of wealth. He was there-* 
fore ofccupied day and night in deviling means 
to j)erform this journey : he well knew he could 
never accomplifh it without a large fum of nao-* 
ney, and a numerous body of hien at arms to re- 
fill thofe who might, wifli to oppofe him. The 
duke, in confequencCj amaffed fo great a quantity 
of moneys under pretence of this journey, that 
it was marvellous to behold; and he kept the 
Parifians in a& good humour as he could, for he 
knew there were in Paris large depofits of cafh, 
of which he got the greater part, and fent it to 
the eari of Savoy> in whom he had great con- 
fidence; adding, that on his arrival in Savoy, he 
would make arrangements by which there fliould 
he regular payments for a thoufand fpears, or 
morCj for one whole year* 

The earl of' Savoy was much pleafed at thi^ 
intelligence, for he greatly loved arms: he there-* 
fore replied to the meffengers, that he would 
willingly ferve the duke on the terms propofed- 
^his anfwer was highly agreeable to the duke^ . 
as he had an aifectiba for the company of the 
carl of Savoy* 

The duke retained men in all partiS, fo that he 
bad collected full nine thoufand meii at arm.s^ 

C 3 read/ 
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ready prepared and under his obedience.^ He 
ordered the moil fumptuous equipages to be 
made for him and his houfehold at Paris 
that any lord had ever comitianded^ fuch as 
tents, pavilions and other things fuitable for a 
king when about to make a long journey. 

We v^^ill how leave the duke of AnjoUj and 
fpeak of the earl of Cambridge and his men^ 
who were in Portugal near the king's perfou. 



CHAP. IV. 

THE ENGLISH MAKE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST 
THE SPANIARDS, CONTRARY TO THE ORDERS 
OF THE KING OF PORTUGAL. — THE CASTLE 
OF FIGHIERE * IS TAKEN. 

nPHE earl of Cambridge and his army re- 
•^ mained for a confiderable time with the 
king of Portugal at Lifbon ; during which the 
Engliih arid Gafcons reconnoitred the country, 
for they had never before been there. It feems 
to me, that about this time a marriage was 
hgreed on between the daughter of the king of 
Portugal, who was ten years old, and the fon of 
the earl of Cambridge, of the fame age. He 
>vas a fine child, and his name was John ; the 
lady*s name Beatrice.. 

There were great feafts at the betrothing of thefe 
two children, and much joy $ all the barons and 
prelates of the realm were prefent ; and, young as 
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*.Thi$ muft probsbly mean Figueiro dos Viahos, a town in 
Eftremadura, fur Fi^iiera is in Catalonia. 

the 
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the married couple were, they were both laid in 
the fame bed. This marriage and the confequent 
feafts being over, which lafled for eight days« 
the council of Portugal ordered the men at ariipis 
who were in Lifbon to march to other quarters 
on the frontiers. The earl of Cambridge and a 
part of his army were fent into quarters at a very 
handfome town in Portugal called Eftremoure*,. 
and the remainder of the Englifh and Gafcons 
to Befioufef. John of Cambridge remained with 
the king. 

When the canon de Roberfac, and the Eng- 
lifh and Gafcon knights^ took leave of the king» 
he faid to them^ — ' My friends, I order you not 
to make any- attacks on the enemy without my 
knowledge 5 for, if you do, I ihall be much an* 
gered/ They fwore, * they would not, by God, 
and, whenever they had fuch an inclinatioUi^ 
would feud to inform him, and have his per- 
miffion/ 

They then departed and marched towards Be-^ 
fioufe, which is lituated in the upper part of the 
country, two days journey from Lifb.on and as 
many from Seville, where the king of Spain re- 
fided. 

The king of Spain had been early informed of 
the arrival of the Englifh under the command of 
the earl of Cambridge, and had fent intelligence 
of it to thofe knights in France on whofe fervices 

* Eftremoure. Q. if not Efiredioz. 

+ Befiouse. Q. if not Villa Viciosa, a tomi near E&remoz ; 
for D. Sauvage, in a marginal note, fays la Salle calls it Ve- 
fiouse, which feems a corruption of Viciofa, and conBrms me 

it muft be Villa Vicio'a. 

I 
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he depended. On hearing this, and that.thera 
were expectations of war in Spain, they wero 
much rejoiced : many whq wiftied to advance 
their fame made ready, and took the roa4 
thither. 

The canon de IjLoberfac*, who was with his( 

' Englilh and Gafcon companions in Befioufe, one 
day faid ; ^ My dear gentlemen, I think we re- 
main here not much to our honour, when we have 
never as yet made any attempt on our enemies : 
they will not think the better of us for it. If 
you will take my advice, let us fend to entreat 
the king to allow us to attq^ck them/ They ^11 
replied, ^ We ?ire perfectly willing tp dp fo/ 

Sir John Canbouichf was ordered to carry this 
meffage, which l^e cheerfully undertook. Ha 
came to the king at Lifbon, where hepunctually 
delivered his meffage;, Th^ king replied, he w?ts 
unwilling for them to undertake any expedition ^ 
and, whatever the knight might urge he could 
never make him change his opinion. H^ return- 
ed, therefore, to his friends, telling them tl^Q 
king would nqt comply with their requeft. They 
were muph enraged at it, and faid among them- 
felves, that it was not becoming nien at arms t^ 
continue fo long in gs^rrifqn without attempting 
fome feats of arms : they mutually agreed tq 
make ai^ excurfion. In confequeiice, they took 
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* The canon de Rpberfac'^ name lyas Theodore. He was 
gpvernor of Ardr^ in the 45th of Edward III. and, in the 3d 
of Richard II. was employed by the king to treat with the 
(pjuke of Juliers concerning his homage. Cartes Roller Frar^ou^ 

+ Caabouich. Q. ..... ^ 

the 
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i:he field with full four hundred men at arms and 
as many archers. They refolved to attack a large 
town which belonged to the commander of St. 
James; but, on their march, they found a nearer 
way to arrive at the caflle of Fighiere, in which 
were about fixty Spanlfh men at arms in garri- 
fon, under the command of Peter Gouffes an4 
his brother. 

The canon de Rpberlac, being very proud of 
this expedition, as it had been by his means 
undertaken, rode forward in front. There were 
fir Oliver Beauchamp, fir Mathew Goumay, 
Miles Windfor, the lord Talbot, fir Adam Sy- 
mon, fir John Sounder, bafi;ard brother to the 
king of England, the fouldich de TEftrade, 
the lord de Chateauneuf, the lord de la Barde, 
Raymond de ]VJ[aflpn and feveral more. They 
arrived at the caftle of Fighiere, which they 
furroijnded, and drew up in order of aflault, 
making all preparations neceflary for it. 

When the garrifon faw they were to be attack* 
ed, they alfo made ready for their defence. 
About four o*clock in the morning, a very vigor- 
ous attack commenced, and the Englifli enter- 
ed the ditch, which being dry, tjiey advanced 
clofe to the walls, bracihg their targets over 
their hea4;5, to guard themfelves from the ftones 
which might be thrown on them from the walk^ 
and- there made good ufe of their pick-axes 
and iron crows : while thus employed, the garrjr 
fon threw on them beams and bars of iron, that 
^wounded many. 

The canon de Rpberfac Was prefent : he had 
the courage of a knight, and performed that day 

many 
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Hutny gdlant deeds; as did alfo Efperorts his 
valet. The archers of England were drawn up 
on the ditches^ who fhot fo well and rapidly that 
fcarcely any dared to fhew themfelves on the 
battlements ^ and one half of the garrifon were 
either flain or wounded* 

The brother of Peter Gouffes, the governor of 
the caftle, was there flain by an arrow ^ he was 
called Bartholomew, and was an able and expert 
man at amis 3 but, through his own imprudence 
and rafhnefs, he loft his life. 

The aflault continued from four o'clock until 
high noop j and I muft fay that the Englifh and 
Gafcon knights did not fpare themfelves, but 
fought with courage and a thorough good will, 
becaufe they had undertaken this expedition 
without the confent of the king of Portugal : 
they were, therefore, determined to conquer this 
caftle, that the fame of it might reach Lifl>on, 
and Ihew what- fuccefs they had met with on 
their firft attempt. 

The canon de Roberfac faid, — ' Ha, ha, my 
gentlemen, we (hall this day win the caftle ; but 
if fo many gallant men at arms as we are, take 
as much time to conquer all the other towns in 
Spain and in Gallicia, we (hall never be mafters 
of them/ 

The knights and fquires, on hearing this 
fpeech, began to exert themfelves the more : the 
canon de Roberfac, although covered by his 
fliield, received fuch a blow that he was much 
wounded. 

There was prefent a young knight from Hai- 
nault called Froiffart Meulier, who very gal- 
lantly 
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lan% b^iared hlmfelf at this afTaoIt, as indeed 
did the others. 

Tiiegarrifon artillery, as well as the machines 
for cafting of ftones and iron bars, began to tire 
and grow weaker in the caiUe. Confidering that 
of twenty-five men* (the foice within theplace), 
there were not three unhurt, and fome dange- 
rouliy wounded, they could not prevent it from 
being taken by florm. The brother of their 
captain lay dead, from \^hom no further help 
.qould come. They refolved to give themfelves 
a little refpite, and during that time treat for a 
peace. They made a fignal to parley with the 
Engliih. The aflault was flopped, and thofe 
who were in the ditches emj^loyed againft the 
.walls were ordered out : it was high time» for 
there were many who had been wounded, and 
others much fatigued. 

Sir Matthew Gournay^ conftable, and fir Wil- 
liam Windfor, marlhal of the army, advanced, 
and demanded what they wanteds The go- 
vernor, Peter Gouffes, addfeffed them in thefe 
words, — ' You are refolved not to leave this 
place without conquering it : you wound our 
men, and we do the fame to yours. We have 
therefore confulted together; and I, iasgover^ 
nor, fpeak their fentiments, which are, that 
we will fur render to you the fott, our lives and. 
fortunes being fpared. Accept, therefore, thefe 
terms, which are juft: you are at prefent the 
firongefl;, fo that w^ muft fubmit.' 



* Page 23, it is faid the garrifon confifted of about fixty 

men u arms. » ^ 

The 



26 

The Englifh knights replied, they would adr 
vife upon it, which they did. When they had 
held a council, they fent for anfwer to the garri- 
fon, that thofe within the caftle might retire 
whither they pleafed ; but the ftores muft be left 
behind, and they were not to carry away any 
thing with them. 

When Peter GoulTes few he could not obtain 
better terms, he confented, but it was much 
againft his will. Thus was the caftle of Fighi- 
ere furrendered to the Englifh. The Spaniards 
marched away, under a fafe conduct, to Efteris, 
where the commander of St. James ufually re- 
iided. They, however, did not find him there; 
for, having learnt that the enemy had taken the 
field, he had done the fame with full four hun- 
dred men St arms, Spaniards and Caftillians, in 
hopes, if he could meet with the Englifh in % 
favourable fituation, to combat them to his 
honour. 



CHAP. V. 

AFTER THE CONQUEST OF THE CASTLE OOP 
FIGHIERE, THE CANON DE ROBERSAC, RE- 
TURNING TO HIS GARRISON, IS IN GRfiAT 
DANGER. — SUCCOURS COME FROM FRAji[CE 

TO CASTILLE. 

/ 

• » . / 

WHEN the knights t)f England a^d the 
canon had got poffeflion of the pafUe of 
Fighiere, they were much rejoiced. They had 

it 
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it repaired in every part : and leavmg forty men 
fit arms as a garrifon^ they ilored it well with 
provifions and other necelT^^ries, and alfo with a 
fnfi&cient body of archers. H.aving placed a 
good captain as gpvarnor, they held a council, 
when they refqlved to return to their quarters. 

The Englifh and Gafcqn^, on their departure^ 
divided themfelves into three bodies ; the laft of 
"Vvhich remained in the plain, under the com-t 
mand of the canon. Some Englifh, Gafcons, 
and Germans, defirou$ of feats of arms, had 
continued with him : in all about iixty fpears 
and as many archers : they marched one whole 
^ay with t))e canon'^ company on their return 
to Befioufe. 

On the fecond day, early in the morning, they 
difcovered fome ambufcades, and marched on* 
in good array. They were then between a large 
town inJPortiigal, palled Huenca*, andthecaf- 
tle of Concreletf , On the outskirts of a wood, 
nearer to the caftle pf Concrelet than to Huenca, 
was the grand maimer of St,' James| pofted with 
full four hunnlred ipen at arms. The Englifli no 
fooner perceived them than they clofed their 
ranks, fhewe^ no fign? of fe^r, and marched 
on at a good pacte. 

The Spaniards, notwithflanding their num- 

«» .-I ■ , .p ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ .. 

♦ Huenca. . Q. f ConcreJet Q. 

X I fuf^iect it muft have be^n ihp gtand mailer of the order 
of Alcantara^ and not of St. James^ and that there muft havQ 
been a cafUe of Fighiere in the province of Edremadura ; 
for it is not poffible, from thie fhortnefs 6f their march, they 
f culd have gone to Catalonia. See note, p. 20. 

bers;^ 
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l>ers» made not any appearance of quitting their 
embufoade ; for they imagined the Englifh had 
near at hand their large battalion, and for that 
reafon w^re afraid to attack them : had they 
been better informed, there would have been iat 
combat. They thus feparated from each other 
without any thing being done. 

The Spaniards returned that evening to Efteris^ 
and the canon to Befioufe, when he related to 
his companions how he had feen the Spaniards 
in ambufcade between Huenc^ and Concrelet, 
adding, * If we had been all together, we could 
have fought with them/ The knights, there- 
fore, much repented that they had not kept all 
in one body. 

Thus ended this excurfion of the Engliih and 
Gafcons; and when news was brought of it to 
the king of Portugal, he pretended to be much 
enraged, becaufe they had done it without his 
confent. The English and Gafcons remained 
the whole winter in their garrifons, without per- 
forming any thing worth mentioning, which 
, wearied them much : it was not their ifetult no 
deeds of arms were done. 

Don John of Caftille, however, was not idle 
in making his preparations. He had fent to the 
king of France and to bis uncles for fuccour^ 
and had informed them of the arrival of the earl 
of Cambridge in Portugal. He alfo faid, that 
it was univerfally reported throughout Caftille 
and Portugal that the king of England, the 
duke of Laucafter, and the earl of Buckingham* 

with 
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isvith a powerfiil force, were to reinforce them the 
enfuing fummer. For which reafons, he required 
from the king, in conformity with the treaties 
Between France and Spain, and their mutual af- 
fection, that fufficient forces should be fept to 
him in the courfe of the fpring and' fummer, to 
enable him to oppofe his enemies with effect. 
The king's council affented to this, for they 
clearly faw the king of Spain had a right to de- 
mand it. Permiffion was granted to all knights 
and fquires defirous of advancing themfelves to 
join don John : and the king of France lent them 
wher^ith to perform their journey. It feemf 
to me, that lir Oliver du Guefclin, brother to 
the late conflable of France, made preparations 
to go thither in the fpring. Many knights and 
fquires from Brittany, Beauce, Picardy, Anjou, 
Berry, Blois and Maine did fo likewife, and went 
thither in cpmpanies to perform the journey 
more comfortably. A paffage was open tp^ them 
through Arragon, and all kinds of pro vifion were 
' prepared for them, for ready money. But yoi» 
miift know they did not pay for all they look in 
the low countries, which made the poor inhabi- 
tants fuffer great lofles. 
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CHAP. Vt 



^he|empl:ror winceslaus sends his sister 
al^e to king richard of england^ who 
makes her his queen; 

X/DU have hfeard how king Richard of Eng- 
^ land hkd for upwards of a year been iii 
treaty with Winceflauis king of Bohetniat, who at 
this period had taken the title of eniperor of 
Romej to obtain his Mer the lady Arine iii mar- 
riagcj ; and how one of his knights, fir Simon 
Burnleyj had much laboured in this bufinefs ; 
and alfo that the duke of .Sakony had been id 
England to cbnfirm the tnarriag^. 

This affair had been fo well conducted that th6 
(emperor fent his lifter to England, attended by 
the duke of Saxony arid gre)at numbers of knighti 
land damfels, with a fuitable *ftatfe becoming 
fuch a lady. They cb.me through Brabant trt 
PrulTelsi where the duke and diichefs received 
^he young queen and her company very grandly ; 
ipr the duke was her uncle, flie being the daugh-*^ 
tet: of the emperor Charles his brother. Tli^ 
lady Anne of Bohemia remained with her uncle 
and aunt at Briiffels upwards of a month. She 
was afraid of moving, for fhe had been informed 
there were twelve large armed vefTels, full of rfor- 
mans, on the fea between Calais and Holland^ 
that feized and pillaged all that fell into their 
hands, and it was* indifferent to them who they 
were. The report was current, that they cruiz- 
ed 
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.eft in thofe feaS waiting for the coming of tiiif 
lady ; and that the king of France and his coun- 
cil were defirpus of carrying her off, in order to 
break the match > for they were Very uneafy at 
this alliance of the Gerniattis with the Englifb. 
AVhen it was faid to be diflionourable to cany 
off ladies in the wars of men, they replied, — 
* How, have you not feen the prince of Wales, 
father to the prefent king of England, confent 
to a fimilar action in tlie perfon of the duchefo 
of Bourbon, mother to the queen of France, 
when (he was made prifoner by the foldiers of 
the prince, fliut up in the caftle of Belleperche, 
and afterwards conducted into Guyenne and 
ranfomed t ' If, therefore, to revenge themfelves^ 
the French ihould commit fuch an act on the 
intended queen of England, tjiey ought not ta 
be blamed for it." On account of th^fe fufpi- 
cions and fears, the young lady remained in 
Bruffels one whole month. The duke of Bra-» 
bant, by advice of his council, fent to France 
the lords de Rouflelans and de Boufquehoir, to 
remonftrate on this fubject with th^ king and 
hisuncles, who were alfo his nephews, being 
'^is lifter's fons. 

The knights of Brabant managed fo well witK 
the king and his council that their requeft was 
complied with, and pa{rport$ granted for the 
lady and her attendants to travel through any 
parts of France fhe might choofe, as far as Ca- 
lais. The Normans were remanded into port< 
This anfwer the knights carried to Brabant to 
the duke, and duchefs*. The king and his uncles 
,v wrot«? 
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wrote to fay, they had granted this favour to 
their coufin the lady Anne, at their folicitation 
alone, and for no other reafon whatever. 

Such information was very pleafing to the 
duke and duchefs of Brabant, as well as to thofe 
who were to crofs the fea. Preparations were 
immediately made for their departure frortt Bruf- 
fels ; and tlte young lady took leave of her uncle, 
her aunt^ and the ladies and damfels of the 
country who had accompanied her. 

The duke had her efcorted vrith one hundred 
fpears. She paffed through Ghent, where she 
pepofed herfelf for .a day, and the citizens did 
every thing in their power to shew her honour. 
She then came to Bruges, where the earl of 
Flanders received her very magnificefttly, and 
flopped for three days. She contihued her 
journey until fhe came to Gravelines, where the 
earis of Salisbury and Devonshire were waiting 
for her, with five hundred fpears and as many 
archers. They conducted her to Calais, when 
the Brabanters returned, after they had deliver- 
ed her to the barons of England. 

The young lady made no flay at Calais but 
until the wind became favourable. She embarked 
• on a Wednefday morning when the veffels were 
manned, and the lame day arrived at Dover, 
' where she halted to repbfe herfelf two days i 
on the third, she fet out for Canterburyj 
where the earl of Buckingham received her 
very grandly. The lady purfued her jour^ 
ney unto London, and was mofl honoura- 
bly received by the citi^ns^ the ladies and 

damfels 
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damfels of tlie town and country, who were all 
dfiembled to meet her. She was married to the 
kms;, ife the chapel of the palace of Weftmin- 
ster, the twentieth day after Chriftmas. On the 
wedding day, there were great feaftings. That 
gallant and noble knight fir Robert de Namur 
had always accompanied her, from the time ^e 
quitted Germany until flie was Carried, for 
which the emperor and king of England held 
themfelves much obliged. 

The king carried his queen to Windfor, where 
he kept an open and noble houfe. They were 
^ vety happy together. She was accompanied by 
the princefs of Wales and the duchefs of Brit- 
tan^, aunt to the king, who at that time was fe- 
^arated from the duke her huiband ; for the ba- 
rons and council of England would not cohfetit 
to her return into Brittany, becaufe he had 
changed to the French intereft. 

The barons and knights were accuftomed to 
fay,— * Since the duke of Brittany has fo ill and 
fo treacheroufly acquitted himdTelf to the earl of 
Buckingham, and to our men, the laft tinie 
they were in France, whenever, he Ihall de- 
maud back his duchefs, let us not confent to it, 
but fend him his two enemies, Johh and Guy 
of Brittany, children to St. Charles de Blois, 
and who have a better right to the duchy than 
himfelf: he is duke through our power, and an 
ungrateful return does he n>ake for what he has' 
had from us j we ought * therefore to act \n 
like manner to him, for his difgraceful con- 
duct.' True it is, that thefe twa. lords, John 
Vol. VI. D ^ and 
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and Guy de Bretaigne, fons of St. Charier af Blois, 
who were prifoners in England, and confined in 
a ftrong caftle, under the guard of fy Peter 
d^Ambreticourt, Were fent for, and brought be- 
fore the. council of the king of England; when 
they were informed, th^t if they would hold 
the duchy of Bxittany from England, and ac- 
knowledge it by doing homage to the king, their 
inheritance fhould be recovered for them^ and 
. John fhould have the lady Philippa of Lancafler 
to wife. 

But they replied, they would not have any 
thing to do with it, and would prefer remaining 
in prifon until death to acting other wife than ' as 
good Frenchmen. Affairs continued on this 
footing, and they were /never afterwards in any 
way fpoken to on the fubject, fmce they had 
fhewn the firmnefs of their intentions, 





CHAP. VII. 

THE KING OF FRANCE CANNOT OBTAIN MONEY 
FROM THE RECEIVER AT PARIS.— THE DUKE 
OF ANJOU MARCHES UNTO ITALY WITH A 
NOBLE ATTENDANCE OF KNIGHTS. 

'VT'OU have before heard how Paris had made 
^ its peace with thfe king, on its agreement of 
paying a certain fum of flqrins. Th^ florins were 
paid weekly to a receiver wliom they- had'ap-? 
pointed, but none came to the coffers of the 
king, nor wefe any of them fent out of Paris, 
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It happened that the king was in great want of 
money to pay. the men at arms he was fending 
to Caftille which hy treaty he was hound to do. 
He ordered tine receiver at Paris to prepare a 
{wax of one hundred thoufand francs ; for he was 
anxious to aflift, in his neceflity, don John of 
Caftille, and dearly (hewed for what ufe he in- 
tended this money. The receiver replied to the 
letters from the king, and to thofe who had 
brcmght them, in a very civil manner, faying, 
that in truth he had money fufficient, hut that 
he could not pay any of it without the confent 
iaidpermiflion of the town of Paris. Thefe words 
•did^ not pleafe the king, who declared he would 
remedy all this as foon as he fhouid be ab]e. 
He found the money dfewhere, through the 
^fliftance of the principal towns in Picardy. 

This caufed a great coolnefs between the king 
^nd the Pariiians. He never came to Paris, but 
refided at Meaux, Senlis, Compeigne, and in 
tboi^ parts, to the great difpleafure of the Pari- 
sians. The greateft refouroe they had was in 
the duke of Anjou for their fafety : he already 
figned hdmfelfking of Sicily and Jerufalem, and 
bad home the arms. 

The dak« commonly refided at Paris, becaufe 
there was much money kept there, and to pre- 
vent the king from receiving any of it, that he 
might .fee the better fupplied for his projected en- 
4erprife in Italy he was coJlecting money from 
«U parts, and it was faid the fum he had at Ro- 
i<|uemaar^, near Avignon, was not lefs than two 

* Roquemaur^ — two leagues from Avignon. 

D 2 ' " millions 
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Inillions of florins. He treated with the Pia,ri^-« 
sians, and'ufed fuch fine language/ having words 
at command, and befides being from his birth^ 
the regent of the kingdom, as the eldeft of the 
king's uncles, that he obtained one hundred 
thoufand florins, when the king and - his two 
uucles of Berry and Burgundy Gouid not procure 
one penny from them. 

The duke of Anjou, having now finiflicd his 
preparations and collected all his ftores, began 
his march early in fpring, and the magnitude of 
his array furprifed everyone. He pafled throtigh 
France to Avignon, where he was much feafled 
by the pope and cardinals. The barons and 
principal lords of Provence came thither to wait 
on him as their lord, did him homage, and put 
themfelves under his obedience. 

The gallant earl of Savoy, his coufin, came 
to meet him, attended by barons and knights, 
who were alfo welt received by the pope and car* 
dinals. During his ftay at Avignon, he arranged 
and fettled the pay and ftores for the Savoyards, 
who were in confiderabte numbers, and delivered 
the money to the earl of Savoy. This being 
done, the duke of Anjou and the earl of Savoy 
took their leave of the pope, and fet off from 
Avignon, following the road to Savoy and Pied- 
mont. The earl was the duke's cojiductor, and 
paid him theutmoft refpect in all the great towns 
through virbich they pafled. Meii at arms were 
continually advancing, or followed in their rear 
fo that Lombardy was quite Open and ready to 
receive them. 

On the duke's entrance ii^to Lombardy, he was 

moft 



moft honourably received in all the principat 
towns, more efpecially in Milan, where fir Galeas 
and fir Bernabo Vifconti loaded him with honours : 
he received from them fuch rich prefents and 
jewels as would aftonifh, if related. The duke 
of Anjou kept a kingly ftate : he had his mint 
with him, where he coined florins and white 
pioney, with which he made his payments all 
through Lombardy and Tufcany. 

When they began to approach Rome, they 
marched ii^ a more comp.3.ct body than they had 
hitherto done 3 for the Romans, being informed 
of the duke*s march, had thrown up flrong forti- 
ficalio;ns to oppofe him. They had forx^om- 
mander a valiant Englifh knight, called fir John 
Hawkwood*, who had refided a long time in that 
^art of Italy : he was well acquainted with th^ 
frontiers, and had under him a large b6dy of mei> 
at arms,' of Germg-ns, Englifli and other nations 
in the pay of the Romans, for the defence of Ur* 
ban, at th^t time called pope, and who refide4 
at Rome. 

This pope wa.s n.ot aljirmed at the arrival of the 
iiujke of Anjou, When they told him he was on 
his niarch, g-ttended by the earl of Savoy and the 
XJountof Geneva, with full nine thoufand lancet 
of good men at arms> and that it was uncertam 
if he would not come to Rome to dethrone him, 
for they were all Clementines, he replied by fay- 
ing, * Christus protegat nos.' That was all the 



* Sir Johp i^aiylcwood. Stte his life in Nichors Bit Top. Brit 
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tliey gave him and the only anfvsrer he tnadetd 
thofe who fpoketo him on the fubject. 

The duke of Anjou, who titled himfelf king' 
of Naples, Sicily and Jerufalem, duke of Cala- 
bria and la Puglia, accompanied by the ea;rl of 
Savoy, continuedthe march of his army through 
Tufcany, the territory of Ancona, and the pa- 
trimony of St. Peter, but did not enter Rome ^ 
for the duke wiflied not to make war on Rome,, 
nor on the Romans, but folely aimed to accom- 
plifli his enterprife on the terms According to 
which he had left France. He kept up kitigly 
ftate wherever he pafied, Ind all men at arms 
praifed him for the punctuality of his pay- 
ments. 

At this period his adversary, the lord Charles 

de Durazzo, refided in the city of Naples* He 
alfo figned himfelf king of Naples, Sicily and 
Jerufalem, duke of la Puglia and Calabria, and 
confidered himfelf as the lawful king, finqe the 
queen of Naples was dead without leaving any 
heirs by marriage. He looked on the gift which 
the queen had made to the pope as null, and 
maintained this opinion hy two arguments : the 
lirft was, that belides being fupported and obey- 
ed by the Neapolitans "and Sicilians, the queen 
of Naples could not refign the inheritance of an- 
other; fecondly, that fuppofing this refignation 
to have been good and the gift in force to the 
court of Rome, aiid that the popes were entitled 
to it, flie had not legally done it, for thofe king- 
doms confidered Urban as the true pope, and 
not Clement. 

This 
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This is the qnestion which they difputed, and 
the defeilce Charles de Durazzo made. He alfo 
at the beginning took very wife precautions^ for 
he amply provided with (lores the caftel del Ovo, 
which \% one of the ftrongeft caftles in the world, 
and fituated as it were by enchantment in the 
fea, fo that it is impoffible to take it but by ne- 
cromancy or by the help of the devil*. 

When he had provided this caftle with a fuf- 
jiciebcy to laft three or four yeani, he collected a 
body of m^n at arms and threw himfelf into it, 
having made all the entrances very Tecure, leaving 
the duke of Anjou to act as he pleafed. He well 
knew thfe Neapolitans would never defert him, and 
that, if la Puglia and Calabria (hould be loft for 
two or three years, they could eafily regain it. 

He^xpected the duke of Anjou would foonfind 
himfelf at the end of his refources in maintaining 
fuch a large army as he had brought, and which it 
was impoffibie for him to continue to fupport. 
They, would be in want of provillon or pay, which 
wo|uld tire them out in the courfe of two or three 
years ; and, when they fliouldbe well v^jorn down, 
he might combat them to his advantage . Charles 
de Durazzo was full of thefeideas, fome of which 
were afterwards realized. In truth, no prince in 
Chriftendom,, except the kings of France or Eng- 
land, would have been able to have kept up fuch 
an immenfe force as the duke of Aujou did ; for 
they reported he had brought over the mountainsi 



* Denys Sauvag^ a<}ds a marginal n#te» that 'if the good 
man FroifTart believes this, his mind muft be very fimple.' 
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4;hirtj thoufand combatants, without hiirting hif 
finances: and the undertaking fuchan enterpfife 
/lequired much thought ^nd f^onAdejratipn, 



CHAP. VIII, 



J'HE EARL OF SAVOY, WHQ MAD ACCOMPANIE© 
THE DUKE OF ANJOU TO NAPUES, OftDERS A 
MAN TO BE ^HEADED, WHO HAD BOASTED 
THAT HE WOULP GIVE THEM POSSESSION OF 
THE CASTEL Pf.L OVO BY ENCHANTMENT. 

WHEN the duke of Anjou and his army en- 
tered la PugliiEi and Calabria, the whole 
country was their own, and the people teftified 
that" they wifhed not for any other lord than him : 
in a fhort time, all the harons, principal towns 
and others, put themfekes under his obedience. 
Thofe who have been in thefe countries, which 
are the richeft in the world, report, that from the 
great abundance of every thing, the people are 
perfectly indolent, and do no manner of labour. 
Theinen at arms, on entering fo rich a coun- 
try, felt thetnfelves very comfortable ; but the 
^uke of Anjou, the earl of Savoy, the count of 
Vend6me, the count of Geneva*, and all the 
knighthood of France, Savoy and Brittany, 
marched on into the territories of Naples. 



* Count of Geneva. Giannone fays, he wag brother to pope 
Clement. 
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^he citizens of Naples, not fearing thefe men 
;atanns, deigned not tofhut their gates, but kept 
them always open, as they never imagined thq 
duke of Anjou could refide there longer than it 
was agreeable to them ; for the moment they 
ihould be inclofed in the town, whatever num^- 
bers they might be, they would be loft, as the 
houfes were not eafy to be taken, having before 
their doors planks which may 1>e removed, and 
Jhe fea underneath, on which they would not 
perhaps like to adventure themfelves. 

An enchanter, mafter of necromancy, who had 
xefided for fome time in the Neapolitan territory, 
^ame to the duke of Anjou, and f aid, — * My lord^ 
if you will, I can caufe the caftel del Ovo and 
its garrifon to furrender to you,* ' How can that 
be } ' replied the duke. * My lord, I will tell you,' 
anfwered the enchanter: * I can, by enchant- 
ment, make the air fo thick over the fea, that 
<thole in the caftle fhall think it a large bridge^ 
,on which ten men may march in front: and, 
.when they fhall fee this bridge, they will be fo 
Jfrightened they will furrender themfelves to you, 
left, if you attack them, they be taken by ftorm/ 
The duke, much aftx)ni{hed at what he had heard 
jCalled his knights, the count de Vendoine, the 
count de Gen6ve, fir John and fir Peter de Bueil, 
JBr Morice de Maumi and others, to whom he 
f^hiei what the enchanter had juft told him. 
They were very much furprifed, but feemed 
jWiUing to give him faith for it. 

The duke then afked,r— * Fair mafter, can ouf 
^ple march on tl^ bridge of which you fpeali; 
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as far as the caftle, and attack rt ?* * My lord,* re* 
. |>Iied the magician, * of this I dare not afJiire 
you ; for if any one of them, while on this bridge, 
(hould make the fign of the crofii, all would dif- 
appear, and thofe on it would fall into the fea/ 
The duke, upon this, began to laugh, and fome 
of the young knights prefentiaid,-r-* Ha, my lord, 
for God's fakcj let him do it : we will not make 
any fign of the crofs, and by this means we (hall 
eafily capture our enemies/ The duke faid he 
would confider of it. 

The earl of Savoy was not prefent at this con- 
Terfation, but came foon afterwards. When the 
carl entered the duke's tent, the magician had jiifl 
left rt ; but the duke toH him all tliat had paffed, 
and what offers he had made. Tlie earl, having 
jnufed a while, faid, ^ Send him to my quartere, 
and I will examine hini. He is that mafter ma- 
gician by whofe means the queen of Naples and 
fir Otho de Brunftvick were taken in the caftd 
del Ovo, for he canfed the fea to fwell fo high 
that it feemed as if it would fwaflow the caftle : 
thofe within it were fo much frightened they 
looked on themfehres as dead. One ouglit nerer 
to put too great a confidence in fuch people ; for 
you fee the wickednefs of the wretches in this 
country : \n order to pleafe you, and to obtain 
your benefactions, he wiB betray Charles de 
Durazzo, to whom he formerly gave up the 
queen of Naples and her husband.' 

* Well,* replied the duke, • I will send him fo 
you/ The ccnrverfation took another turn, and, 

after 
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afterthey had well confidered their fituation^ the 
e^Tl returned to his quarters. 

On the morrow morning, when the lords were 
rifen, the magician waited on the duke, bowing 
moil lowly. As foon as the duke perceived him, 
he ordered a valet to conduct him to the earl of 
Savoy. The valel, taking his hand, faid, * Matter, 
my lord's will is, that you go to the earl of Savoy/ 
He anfwered, * God's will be done/ When ar- 
rived at the tent of the earl, the valet faid, * My 
lord, here is the doctor whom my lord fends to 
you/ The earl was much pleafedon feeing him, 
and faid, * Doctor, do you affure us for a certainty, 
that you will gain us the cailel del O vo at fo cheap 
a rate ?' ^ Yes, by my troth, my lord, ' replied the 
enchanter, * for by a iimilar trick I got it for him 
who is now within it, namely the lord Charles de 
Durazzo, froni the queen o£ Naples, her daugh- 
ter and hufband fir Robert d' Artois* and fir Otho 
de Brunfwick. I am the man in the world of 
whom the lord Charles has the greatest dread/ 

* By my faith,' replied the earl, * you fpeak 
well; but I wifh the lord Charles to ktYOw, that 
l^i^inthe wrong to fear you fo much, for I will 
make him eafy cm that head : you (haU not hem:e- 

- — , ' — ■ — - — — — "* — 

* Robert d'Artois. Denys Sauvage, in his 24th annotation, 
fays, — ' Tbt hiftory of Natples often fpeaks' of this Robert 
^^Aitois, making him the hu(battd of Mary, daughter to Joan 
queen of Naples ; but no mention whatever is made of thefe 
^enchantments. They feem to come from the romances of 
Morgante and Urganda ; fo that I am furprifed Froiflart could 
fujBer him&tf to be thus deceived, and wifh to deceive pofterity/ 

forward 
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forward perform any enchantment to deceive him 
or any one elfe. I will not have it reproached to 
jis in times to come^ that fuch knights and fquires 
and valiant men at arms here alTembled ihould 
have been obliged for our fuccefs to magic, nor 
do we defire to conquer our enemies by fuch 
means/ He then ordered a fervant to call the 
headfm^n, and have his headftruckoff. Theearrs 
commands were inftantly obeyed, and his head 
was cut oflF on the outfide of the tent. Such wa§ 
theend of this enchanter, and fuch his recomT 
penfe. 

We will now leave the duke of Anjou, his 
army and his marches, and return to the affairs 
of Portugal, and relate how the Eijiglifh an4 
pafcons profpered. 
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CHAP. XL 

TH? CANON DE ROBERSAC MAKES ANOTHEtR EX^ 
CURSION CONTRARY TO THE WIXX OF THE 
KING OF fOWrVGAhl AND TAKES SEVERAI, 
PLACES ADJOINING TO SEVILLE. 

THE knights in garrifon at Beiioufe, and who 
h;Std been there for fo confiderable a time* 
haying made but one excurfion, when they took 
the Caftle of Fighiere, refolved, about the middle 
.of April, to make another : for they were very 
j^iuch furprifed at the conduct of the king o^ 

Portugal 



45 
Portugal and earl of Cambridge, who had let them 
remain idle the nine months they had now beenr 
in Portugal, without having formed any expedi- 
tion but the one for which they had been blamed/ 
They determined to fend to a^d remonftrate 
with the earl of Cambridge on this fubject: I 
believe the envoy was the fouldich dc la Trane.- 
He came to Eftffemoz, where the earl was quar- 
tered, and faid to him, — ' My lord, my compa- 
nions fefnd me to you, to know what you would 
wifli them to do ; for they much wonder why 
they have been brought to this country, to re- 
main fo long in indolence, which difpleafes themi 
much. You will let me know what you would 
have them do, for they are very defirous of 
making an excurfion/ 

^ Souldich,* replied the earl,' you know, that 
when I left England, my lord and brother the 
duke of Lancafter promifed me, on his faith^ 
that on his return from Scotland, whither h6 
was then going, he would join us with men at 
arms, to the amount of thr^ thoufand, and as 
many archers. Upon this engagement, I came 
merely to reconnoitre the country. In a fhort 
time we fhall have intelligence from him; for it 
is equally unpleafant to me to have remJained fo 
long in this country. You will therefore falute 
your companions in my name, and tell them 
what I have juft faid to you. I cannot wifh to 
prevent them from making, an excurfion, fince 
they have fuch ah inclination for it ; but you know 
the king of Portugal gives us our pay, and there- 
fore we ought to coixform to his orders.* \ 
^ Bjy iny faith, my lord,* anfwered the fouldich, 

^he 
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* he pays badly, and our companions complaiii 
much of it: he owes ns now fix months pay/ 

* Hq will pay you well/ replied the earl : 

* money never comes difagreeably/ On this, 
the fouldich left the earl, and returned to his 
companions, to whwn he rdated what you have 
heard. 

* Gentlemen,' feid the canon, • I will not defift 
from making an excurfion, notwithftanding wIhU 
has been faid, for I fee clearly they wifli to put 
oflF all fuch attempts. They do not defire we 
ihould commit hoiiilities, that we may not have 
caufe to demand our pay : but my opinlcm is, 
that we take the field/ 

They felected thofe who fliould form this ex* 
pedition, and refolved to undertake it on th^ 
morrow having their arms quite ready. 

The lord John de Ferrande, one of the knights 
of the king of Portugal, who had learnt they were 
defirous of performing fome e^ierprife, came to 
them, and brought letters t^ the panon de Rober* 
lac. He read them, and found ti%at the king of 
Portugal forbid him to quit his quarters; adding)^ 
that he was well informed it was through \m 
means aU thefe expeditions were thought of. 

The canon was much enraged at this order^ 
and faid to the knight^ — ^ John, I fee ;dainly the 
king will not permit me to make aay excurfion. 
Now, fuppofe I remain in my hbufe, do yon 
think that the others, who are better knights and 
more valiant than I, will alfo fiay at home and 
give up their enterprUe ? Oh no, by my troth, 
as you will fee to-morrow 5 for they are deter- 
mined 
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mined and prepared to take tlie field/ ' Mjr 
lord/ replied Ferrande, ^ command tbem^ inthe^ 
king's Banie» not to do fo/ ^ By my faith,* faid 
tfee canon^ * I will do no fuch thing : do you, 
who belong to the king, order them yourjfelf/ 

Things remained in this ilate all night. In 
the morning, the trumpets founded, wheii the 
knights and fquires, being armed and mounted, 
came before the canon's houfe, who had not put 
on his armour. On the Englifh and Gafcoa 
knights drawing up, he came to the window, 
and told them the king of Portugal, would not 
allow him, nor any of his party, to make an ex- 
curfion. * By my faith,' anfwered they, * we will 
hi^ve a ride, fince we are fo well inclined to it : 
and fo {hall you too, for it fliall never be re- 
proached you, that when we had taken the field, 
you flaid at home.' The canou was then oblig- 
ed to arm himfelf, and mount his horse- The 

* 

Portuguefe knight, the lord Ferrande, was oblig- 
^ to 4o the fame ; fa much was he pressed by 
the others, but. it occafioned him to Aahd in tha 
ill grac^ of the king, and he was near bein^ 
hanged* 

. They marched out of Befionfe to the amcmnt 
of about. four hundred fpears and as. many .archw 
i^rs; and,; taking the Seville road towards a 
caftle and town called Ban,^ continuecl ■ their 
nniarch until they arrived, and furrounded the 
part which feemed moft eafy to be taken. They 
difmounte4, formed themfelv^ in order of at- 
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tact; entered the ditches, which were diy, anij- 
began the affault vigoroufly. 

At this time, th^e were no men at arms iri the 
town of Ban. The inhabitants, though badly 
.armed, mounted the walls and defended them-^' 
felves as well as they were able with lances and 
javelins, but this could not laft long. They 
therefore began to treat with the affailaiits, and 
at length furrendered, on having their lives and 
fortunes fpared, declaring they would put them- 
felves under the obedience of don Fernando king 
of Portugal. ' 

They were well received in the town, which^ 
they entered to refrefti themfelves; v\fhen they 
began to examine by what meand they couhfc 
gain the caftle. They faw it might lye taken; 
sind, that fame evening, fome of the army began 
to ikirmifti. On the morrow, a more regular 
attack commenced.' 

The governor of the caflle was a gentleman of^< 
the country called Peter Jagotifes, but he was 
not an able man at arms^ as he fliewed ; for as 
foon as he faw himfelf thus ^ttacked,^ and fo many • 
men at arms advancing, he took fright, entered^ 
into terms, and furrendered the caftle on his 
and the grrrifon's lives being fpared. They 
ftrengthened it. with good men at arms and 
archers, and then departed towards another 
caftle, feven lea;gues . diftant, called la Cour- 
tijGTe.* On their arrival, they inftantly begto 
the attack very fharply ; but thofe , within de-^ 
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fended themfelves to the utmoft of their power, 
and difdained to furrender. At the firft attack, 
which was fevere,. the governor of the caftle 
*calted Radulph^ was flain. He was an expert and 
t^aliant man at arms, but, having adventured 
himfelf too raihly on the bulwarks, was killed by 
ftn arrow. On his death the others lost courage : 
ihe castl^ was taken, and the greater part of the 
gartifon put to the fword. Thus did the canon 
and his companions gain the callle of la Cour* 
tifle. They firengthened it with a new garrifon j 
and, having well fupplied it with every thing, 
they marched towards the city of Seville the 
grsoid. , 



CHAP. X. 

THE CANON AND HIS COMlPANlONS GAIN MUCH 
BOOTY FROM THE KING OF CASTILLE. — THEY 
MUTINY AGAINST THE KING OF PORTUGAL, 
WHO ORDERS THEIR PAY TO BE INSTANTLY 
DELIVERED TO THEM. 

'THHESE Euglilh .and Gafcon men at arms 
. ^ continued marching until they came to Jaf- 
fjfe^ ten leagues from Seville. It is a badly in- 
.cloied towQ^ but there is a very ftrong monaf- 
t€|ry which thofe of the town and country had 
fortified, and they had retreated thither trailing 
to its ftf eng);h, 

. On their arrival, the town of Jaffre was imme- 

4iiatel^ tak^n and burnt. They foon attacked the 

monaftety ; but it was an hour before it was taken. 

Vol. VI, E when 
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tvheti thofe who firft entered it gained great fi^if- 
lage: many were there flain. Having received 
intelligence that there were in fome marfliy 
grounds, in an adjoining valley, upwards of 
twenty thoufand head of cattle, pigs, cows and 
fhcep, they puflied forward; and, having enter- 
ed the maffli, ordered their infantry to drive out 
the cattle. They then refolved to return to their 
quarters in Befioufe, and fet out accordingly. 
They arrived there on the evening of the enfu- 
ing day \vith all their-booty ; by which they had 
provifions in abundance, and for a longtime. 

Thus ended this expedition. When the lord 
Ferrande returned to Lifboji to the king, and re- 
ported to him what they had don« against their 
enemies, and the great booty they had made, he 
imagined the king would haVe been well pleafed ; 
but nOy for he faid to him, — * How, thou ftinking 
rafcal, haft thou dared, after the pofitive denial 
1 fent them, to content to their making aji ex- 
Gurfion^ and to accompany them thyfelf ? By 
St. Jacob, I will have thee hanged.' The 
knight, on this; caft himfelf on his knfees, and 
faid, — ^ My lord, their captain acquitted himfeff 
dutifully and loyally; but the others by force 
made him go with them, as well as myfelf, to 
flievv them the country. When the expedition 
has fy well fucceeded, you ought to pardon it.* 

Notwithstanding this fpeebh^ the king ordered 
him to prifon, where he remained until the earl 
of Cambridge delivered hitn when he came to 
I.ii/)on on the bufmefs of which you (hall hear. 

After the Englifli and Gafcons were returned 
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to the town of B«fioufe, and had remained there 
fonxe time, they refolved to fend to the king of 
Portugal to demand their pay. They chofe 
tinanimoufly the lord Talbot, a baron from 
Wales, as their ambaffador. When the lord 
Talbot was come ip Lifbon, and had remonftrated •• 
with the king on the fubject of his miffion, the 
king only made for anfvver, * that they had twice 
made excurfions contrary to his orders, which 
had much difpleafed him, and had been the caufe 
of the delay in their payment/ As he could not 
obtain any other anfwer, lord Talbot returned 
to his companions, and related what .the king 
had faid, which much angered them. 

This fame week, the earl of Cambridge quit- 
ted Eftremoz and came to Befioufe, where he 
took up his lodgings, in a monaftery of monks on 
the outfide of the town. The knights in garrifon 
were rejoiced on hearing thisj for there were 
among them fome who were unable to wait fo 
long for their pay from the king^ and faid among 
thcmfelves, — * We are marvelloufly well taken 
care of: we have been in this country almoft a 
year, and have never received any. money. It 
is impoffible but our commander miift have had 
i(bme, for he would never have borne it for fo 
great a length of time.' 

Thefe murmurings increaf? d fo much that they 
declared they would not longer fuffer fuch treat- 
ment, and fixed a day to debate the matter a- 
niong themfelves. The place of conference was 
.appointed in a handfome church fituated without 
the town of Befioufe, and oppofite to the Cor- 
deliers, 
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deliers, where the earl of Cambridge had his re- 
fidence. The canon of Roberfac promifed to at- 
tend: indeed, it was well he did, for otherwife 
it would have turned out badly. 

About eight o'clock, they were all alTembled, 
except the^ canon, fuch as fir William Beau- 
champ, fir Matthew Gourhay his uncle, the lord 
Talbot, fir William Hermon ;* and, of Gafcohs, 
the fouldich de la Trane, the lord de la Barde, 
the lord de Chateauneuf and feveral more,' who 
began to fpeak and make their complaints known 
to each other. There was among them a knight 
baHard brother to the king of England, called 
fir John Sounder, who was louder than all the 
reft, and faid, — *The earl of Cambridge has 
brought us hither: every day we venture our 
" lives, and are willing fo to do, for his fervice, 
and yet he keeps our pay. I therefore advife, 
that we form a fl;rict union among ourfelves, and 
unanimoufly agree to difplay the pennon of St. 
George, declaring ourfelves friends to God, and 
enemies to all the world; for if we do not make 
ourfelves feared, we ftiall not have any thing.' 
^ By my faith,* replied fir William Helmon, 
* you fay well, and we will do it.' All agreed 
to the propofal, and confidered whom they 
fliould choofe for their leadef : they thought 
they could not hav« a better than Sounder, for 
he would have more leifure to do mifchief, and 
had greater courage for it, than the others^. 

They hoifl;ed the pennon of St. George, and 
cried out, — * A Sounder, a Sounder, that valiant 
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bastard ! Friends . to God, and enemies to all 
mankind/ They were then well inclined to at- 
tack the town bf Befioufe, and declare war 
Against 'the king of Portugal. 

Sir Matthew Gournay and fir William Beau- 
champ had long argued against attacking Befi- 
oiife, but had been little attended to. At the 
moment they had difplayed the pennon of St. 
George, and were quitting the church, the ca- 
non arrived, and, pufhing through the crowd, 
got up to the head altar, when he cried 
aloud, — • My fair firs, whait are you going to do ? 
Be orderly and temperate, I conjure you; fori 
fee you are much difturbed.' 

Sir John Sounder and fir William Helmon then 
advanced to him, and related what they had dohe 
and what weretheir intentions. The canon, by 
ffiui' language, reftrained them : * Confider, gen- 
tlemen, what you are about : that which you in- 
tend is folly and madnefe. We cannot deftroy 
ourfelves more effectually. If we make war on 
this country, our enemies will hear of it, and will 
gain courage when they fee we cannot oppofe 
them. We fhall thus ruin ourfelves two ways; 
for our enemies will be rejoiced and afTured of 
what a< prefent they may only fufpect, and "we 
(hall forfeit our loyalty to the earl of Cambridge? 
* And what would you have us do^ canon ?* faid 
Sounder : * we have expended much more than 
our pay, and fince our arrival in Portug^d we 
have noChad any loan or any payment whatever. 
If you have been paid, we have not, and your 
complaints will be vain/ 

By 
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* By my faith. Sounder,' yeplied th? canon, * I 
have not received more th^n you have, nor will 
I receive any thing without yqur knowledge/ 

Some of the knights prefi?nt anfwered,— * We 
firmly believe you: b]ut all things mjift have an 
end. Shew us how we may get clear of tliis bufi;- 
nefs with hpnour, and that as fpeedily as may- 
be; for if we be not well paid, and in ^ (hori^ 
time, matters will go ill.' 

The canon de Roberfac then replied, — * Fail* 
firs, I would advife lirft of all, in the fituation we 
are in, that we wait on the earl of Cambridge, 
and remonilrate with him on thefe matters of 
which he ought to be informed.* ^ And who is 
there among us,' faid fome one, * who will re- 
monftrate with him V ^ I will,' replied Sounder} 
* but you muft all avow what I fliall.fay.* The 
whole company promifed to do fo. They then 
departed with the pennon of St. George, which 
they had that day difplayed, carried before them, 
and came to the Cordeliers, where the earl of 
Cambridge was lodged. 

Juft as he was going to dinner, fhefe compa- 
nions, to the amount of about feven hundred, 
entered the court, an<J demanded the earl, who, 
having quitted his chamber, came into the hall 
to fpeak with them. The knights had advanced 
with Sounder ait their head, and remonftrated in 
an agreeable manner and fpeech,. faying, * My 
lord, it was you who affembled us in l^ngland^ 
and we came hither according to your entreaties 
as well as the others who are now without : we 

have 
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have left our country to oblige yoy. You. are 
therefore our chief, and we muft look to you for 
our pay, of which hitherto we have not received 
any thing ; for, as to the king of Portugal, we 
ihould never have come to his country, nor en- 
tered his fervice, if you had not been our pay- 
mafter. However, if you fay that the war con- 
cerns only the king of .Portugal, and that you 
are not interelled in it, we will foon pay our- 
felves our fubfidy, for we will overrun the coun- 
iry, let the confequences be what they may.' 

* Sounder,' replied the earl, ' I do not fay that 
you ought not to be paid ; but, that if you over- 
run this country, you will throw great blame on 
me, as well as on the king of England, who is fo 
ftrictly allied to the king of PortugaL' 

*Aad what woyild you have us do?' aflied 
Sounder. ^ I will,' replied the earl, * that you 
jchoofe three of our knights, an Englifliman, a 
Gafcon and a German, and that thefe three fet 
out for Lifbon, to explain to the king this bufi- 
jiefs, and the length of time he has delayed pay- 
ment to our companions. When you fhall thus 
have fummoned him, you will have a bietter 
right to follow your own inclinations,' * By my 
faith,* faid the canon de Roberfac, [ my lord of 
Cambridge fays well, and fpe^ks wisely and 
boldly.' They iaU agreed to this laft propofal^ 
but, notwithftanding, they would npt take dowjjt 
^he pennon of St. George, fayiiig that fince 
Jthey h*ad^ unanimoufly raifed it in Portugal, 
they would not lower it ^a$ long as they IJiould 
femain there. x 

Thev 
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"they then {elected' thofe who were to wait on 
the king of Portugal: fir William Helmon was 
chofen by the Englifh, fir Thomas Simon by thb 
Germans, the lord de Chiteauneuf By the Gaf- 
cons. Thefe three knights fet out, and conti-f 
nued their journey until they catne ti^.Llfbon, 
where they found the king, who received them 
handfomely, afked from them the news, and 
what their companions were doing ? 

^ My lord,' they replied, * they are all in very 
good health, and would willingly make fome ex* 
curfions, and employ this feafon otherwife than 
they do; for long idlenefs is not agreeable to 
them.* 'WelV faid the king, ^ they vfhall very 
Ihortly make an excurfion, and I will accompany 
them, and you will let them knpw this from me/ 

* My lord,* anfwered fir William, * we are fent 
hither by their orders^ to tell you, that fmce their 
arrival in this country, they have neither had loan 
nor payment from you, and that they are not 
fatisfied; Cor \vhoever wishes to <5btain* the love 
, and fervice of men at arms muft pay them better 
than you have hitherto done, the neglect of which 
they have for fome time taken to heart j for they 
. know not on whom they depend, and have thrown 
the blame on our captains, fo that the affair was 
on tjie point of taking a very difagreeable turn. 
Our chiefs excufed themfelves, as it was known 
they had not received any thing. Now, know for a 
truth, they will be paid their full pay, if you wisH 
their feryices ; and if you will not pay them, they 
affure you by us, that they will pay themfelves 
from your country. Therefore coiifider well this 

' bufinefe. 



Jbnftoefs, and give us fucb aa suifwer as We may 
-eairybaek; Ibrtheyialreoiib^ waiting our return?' 

The king mufeda little, and theii:faid; ^ Sir 
William, it is butluffithey^flioold beplod:: but 
4iiey have much vexed me, by difobeyitig«iy or- 
ders, m making ttwo ^eui^icme, vrbieh jf;^ifai^ 
had not done, they flioald: loi]^ ago hskve been 
ftiMy fatiBfied in ewry t-efpdoti^ ' ^ t 

* Sire,' repliedlWiWiJliam, f if they htetve mad* 
any excurfions, they have turiicfd out to-yc^ttrftd* 
vantage: they hat6 takeh towi^, caftles^ cind 
joverrun the* territories ofy^uirenemy/ even^afffat 
OS S^vfHe: alLthisha^beelng^tehti^ pei^imMed. 
llieyoughtnottdldfe'thisfefefon, Wfecfc, iufde^; 
they are determined not to ' do ; fer/they de<ilare^ 
on our return, they will pay 'themftlves, imtefi 
they 'fhaU receive by us a more gracious arifwer, 
than as yet they haVe obtained from' you.* 

'Well,' faid the- king, * inform them, fhat 
^within fifteen day sat the lateft, I ifrill give wders 
for their pay to be^dfelrv^i^ ^-theinv to- ilhe Uft-^ 
moft ferthing ; but^feU theearl of Cambridge that 
I vrift to fpeafc with hiih/ *' Sire," replied fii' ^1- 
iiam;, * I will do fo, ahdyou fky WeJl/ 

As he finifhea ihefe words, dinner was ferv^I, 
when they dined together, and the^ifa^ made fh6 
three fit at his tafete, aiid -feaffiie^^^hem nrnch*. 
Thus pafled the ' (Jay, and on the mbrrow they 
returned to their friends.' As fobn as their an'ii" 
*al was known, th* fcmghtscrbwdedafcbut them^ 
to learn what' they had^orief ^ejr i^aiedWttieiilt 
the anfwer, and fhe king's promife, with which 

they 
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were all well fatisfied. ^ Now fee/ faid Sounder^ 
*if riot he not fometiities of ufe : we have advan^ 
€ed the delivery of our pay, by having been a 
little riotous : he fares well who is feared.' 

The three knights waited on the earl of Cam- 
bridge, and reported to him. what they had done, 
and that the king wanted, to fpeak with him. He 
fet out from the town in the morning, and rode 
to Lifbpii; where. he, was joyfully reqeiyed by his 
fon and daughter-in-law. 

The king had a long conference with him, 
whfen th^y determined on certain expeditioQS. 
The king, iu confequence, ifTued his fummons^ 
diroughout the realm, for every pn^ to be prepared 
for the field by the feventh of June, and to affem- 
ble between the towns of; ^adajos and Clemence, 
This fummons was pub»lifhed throughout the 
kingdom of Portugal, when; all defcriptions of 
men armed and prepare^ themfelves in th^.'beft 
ma^ner they ^ere able, to be $it th^ rendg?v€fus 
on foot, by tlie appointed day. 

On the arrival of the earl of Cambridge at Lif- 
bon, don Ferrande obtained his liberty, with whom 
the king had been much angered, on aqcount of 
thofe before mentioned excurfions. Thp earl 
took hi3 leave, returned to his coinpaQ^oi)^£,ia 
high fpirits aii^ order^ them ta be in readinefsby 
the day which had been fbced on. Soon after ipq- 
ney arrived for the pay of the troops, the captains 
firft, fo that every one was contented;' but th^ 
pj&i^npn pf . St. George was ftill difplayed. 

PHAf. 
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CHAP. XI. 

THE KINGS OF CASTILLE AND PORTUGAL ASSEM- 
BLE THEIR FORCES. — PEACE MADE BETWEEN 
THEM AGAINST THE WILL OF THE ENC^JSH. 

DON John of .Caftille was not idle in coUect- 
i ng num bers of men at arms. Two thoufand 
/pears, knights and fquires, and four thoufand 
infantry, had come to him from France: he had, 
befides, in his own country, ten thoufand hprfe, 
and as many foot. As he refided at Seville, h^ 
was not ignorant of the fummons which the king 
of Portugal had iffued : he therefore, finding him- 
felf the ftrongeft, thought he fhould act more 
honourably in this war, if he fent to the king of 
Portugal, to afk him to fix on any fpot in his 
dominions, where the two armies could meet, 

* • 

and fight it out; and that, if he would not,. he 
yould qSer a place in Spain for th,e combat. 

He therefore C^nt a herald with this inefTage, 
who rode on until he came to Lifbon, where he 
delivered it to the king, wgrd for word. The king 
replied to the herald, that he would maturely con- 
sider the option given to him, and would fend to 
the king of Spain his final anfwer. The herald^ 
having executed his commiflion, took leave of 
the^jig, and returned to Seville. 

IW' found there the king and his barons, w 
well as thofe who had come from France, Arra- 
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gon and Galicia, to whom he reported all he 
had heard or feeik 

No long time pafied before the king of Portu- 
gal was advifed by the councils of the Englifh to 
oflfer a place in his own country, for the two armies 
to combat. Sir Thomas ISimon and the fouldich 
de la Trane, were ordered on the part of the king 
to feek for a proper lituation : they chofe a fpot 
between Elr as and Badajos, where there was room 
fufficient for the battle. As they were going to 
execute this order, the two knights and their men 
ikirtnifhed with fome advanced forces of the king 
of Caftille: the engagement was fevere, and 
feveral were flain and wounded on 'both fides. 
They, however, returned to the king of Portugal^ 
and related where they had chofen a fit fituation^ 
arid alfo the name of the place. 

A German kniglit, caHed fir John Coitftedor, 
Ivas ordered to carry this intimation, attende^by 
a herald, to the king of Spain. The knight fet 
out, and rode to Seville, where he found the king, 
and related what the king of Portugal had in- 
fthicted him to fay, that he accepted Jus ofier of 
combat, and had fixed oti a place fot the field of 
battle, betweeh Elva^ and Badajosj atnd that 
within five dayi after llis returti from Sievitte, h6 
wotild there fintf the titig of' Pdrtug^ with his 
whole army, ivho defired nothffig better than to 
give him battle. 

The Spaniard's tvere m'ucli ple^fed '^ith this 
nfeWS, as were sltfo^e French. Sii* Tiristaii de 
lftoye,iir jfohnde Vernettes, iif Peter de IJ^illSme^, 
and others, taking with them the knight from 

Portugal, 
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, Portugal^ entertained him magnificently for one 
whole day in Seville^ and fhewed him as much 
. refpect as poffible. They efcpirted him as far as 
Jaffres^ when they returned; and the knight 
; contimied. his journey to the king of Portugal 
and his knights, and told them how he^ had de- 
livered his meflage^ and the anfwer he had re- 
ceived, which gave them great fatisfaction. 

It was not long before the king of Portugal 
came and, encamped where his army was> be- 
tween EIvsMs and Badajos, It was a handfome 
plain beiowfome olive trees ; and he had brought 
thither the greater part of his fubjects from whom 
.he could expect a0iftance : they might amount 
to aboul fifteen thoufand men. 

On the fourth day.afterward§, the earl of Cam- 
bridge arrived with the Englifh, in handfome 
array: tl^y were abput fix hundred men at arms 
Andasmany archers: they encamped themfelves 
together, feplufate from the king's army. 

yfhesk "the kifig^ of Spain h^ard that the kii^ 
of. Fortu^ was encamped op, the field where 
the battle wa^.'to be fought, he feemed delighted, 
and faid^rr-^ Gome, let us make hafi;e : . our ene- 
ime» aare wfdting: it i^ time for us tofet.out. 
: Wei h^vfe offered thetn battle, which they have a9- 
<^pted,.ahd a^e ready. by the day appointed, (b 
4hat an 'etigjagetneiit muilepfue: let us tbtere^ 
fore match tfaitibter/ 

'. The Bstedi at armbt were thj^n ordered to advance 
"iritl^liteitmetk, for the kiijg wap fetting pi^t. All 

e^'.baighfk, £q[uii^^ and men at armsji in confe- 

quehce. 



62 

quence, broke up their quarteris, both Spaniarcis 
and French, and followed the banners of don 
John of Caftille, who encfdmped two ifhort 
leagues from Badajos, in the plains of Elvas. 

The king of Spain had in his army upwards^ 
of thirty thoufand fighting men, including thofe 
mounted on genets: they were in the whole fix- 
ty thoufand. In this fituation^ the two armies re- 
mained oppofite to each other. There was only 
between them the mountain of Badajos, which 
is a large town belonging to the king of Spain, 
and where his men went whenever they were in 
want of provifion. The city of Elvas was on the 
oppofite fide, ai\d belonged to the king of Portugal. 

On the plain there were daily fltirniifties ;; for 
the young bachelors who were defirous to advance 
themfelves went thither, when fome gallant feats 
were continually performed': they then returned 
' to their quarters. Things remained in this ftate 
for upwards of fifteeh days 5 and it was not any 
fault in the king of Spkin that the combat did not 
take place, for it depended folely on the king of 
Portugal, who, not being in fufficient force to 
" meet the Spaniards, was afraid of the event. He 
well knew, that if he were defeated^ his^ kingdom 
would be lofl;,^ and that whole feafon he bad been 
expecting the duke of Lancafter, with the great 
aid he was to bring him from England of four thou- 
fand men at arms and the fame ftumba* of archers. 
The earl of Canibridge had aiSared the king of 
Portugal, that he might depend on thiis, and 
thought nothing Qould prevent it ; rfor tbe dnke 

of 



es 

of Lancafter, when he was fetting outforScot-^ 
land, had fworn to him by his faith, that on his 
return, he would think of nothing elfe, and 
would inftantly come to Portugal with fuch aa 
army as Ihould enable him to engage Avith the 
king of Caftille. 

True it is, that the duke of Lancafter did 
every thing in his power to prevail on the king 
and his council to liften to this bufmefs; but on 
account of the internal troubles which had hap- 
pened this year, and fome events which had 
fallen out in Flanders, the king and his council 
would not confent to this expedition to Portu- 
gal, fo that all the men at arms were detained in 
England. 

When the king of Portugal heard this, and 
found that he mull not expect any fuccours from 
England, he began to open a treaty : the grand 
mailer ofCalatrava, don Pedro de Modesque, the 
bifliop of Burgos and the bifliop of Lifbon, en- 
tered into negotiations for peace between Portu- 
gal and Spain. Thefe were carried on fo fuc- 
cefsfully, that peace v^^as made, without any no- 
tice being taken of the Englifh. The earl of Cam- 
bridge was very melancholy on learning this news, 
and would v^illingly have made war on the king 
of Portugal, if he had been ftrong enough in the 
country; but he was not: he was therefore obliged 
to endure this peace whether he would or not. 

The Englifh complained that the king of Por- 
tugal had behaved ill to them, from the beginning 
to the end, and that he had always diffembled 
with the Spaniards, for he had never had any in- 
clination 
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clini^tiotitbfighikwith thetn. ^ The king excnfed 
himfelfy by throwing all the blame on the duke 
of LaiK^after^ and the £ngli(h>, for not comings 
accordimg to^ their promifes, and afTured them 
that at that moment he could not act otherwif<^. 
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A JOUST BETWEEN A FRENCH KNIGHT AND AN 
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ENGLISH SQUIRE.— THE EARL OF CAMBRIDGE 
LEADS BACK HIS ARMY TO ENGLAND, WITH 
HIS SON, WHOSE BETROTHED WIFE, THE IN- 
. FANTA -OF PORTUGAL, JS AFTERWARDS MAR- 
HIED TO THE KING OF CASTILLE. 

IN .tbearmyof the king o^ Caftille was ayoung 
knight f|r^mPra;i|c^calted fir Tristan de Roye, 
.who WHS . d^qlirous ^ o£ difplayiag; hjs' courage. 
.When ^e faw^ .that as: pesice was> concluded^ 
Jther^ rwould not be a^y engagement, be deter- 
.miini^^.iiot to quit Spauij^ without doing fome- 
jthingtQ betalked p(. Hefent aherald to the Eng« 
lifh. army^ requesl^g^ that fince peace had put 
an; 9n4(ta. the combs^t^ fome one would have the 
.^ipdxi^s^ tO; tilt wi^h himr three courfes with the 
Jianqe^befcrreithf r pity of Badajos. When this 
reg^^t wASribroughtrto^^he army, they confulted 
iQgP^^r ^d faid dt ought not to be refiifed. 

A young ^nglifli iquiricthenilepped forth, call- 
^^1^^ Wiaidfor^vv^ho.w honourably to be 

«i^ted aJouglit^ apd iaidto the herald; ' Friend, 

return 
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vetttni to thy mafters, and tell fir Triftaade Roye» 
that to-morrow he fliall be delivered from his 
vow, by Miles Windfor, before the city of Ba- 
.dajos, according to his requeft.' 

The herald Returned, and related the anfwer 
to his masters^ and fif Tristran de Roye, who 
was highly pleafed. On the morrow morning. 
Miles Windfer left the army of the earl of Cam- 
4>ridge, and weni towards Badajos, which was 
hard by, as there was only the mountain to crofs, 
well accompanied by his friends ; fuch as fir 
Matthew Gournay, fir William Beauchamp, fir 
Tbonias Simon, the fouldich de la Trane, the 
lord de Chateauneuf, the lord de la Barde, and 
feveral more; there were upwards of one hun- 
dred knights on the fpot, where the tournament 
.was to be performed. Sir Tristan de Roye was 
already there, accbmpanied by French and 
Bretons. 

Miles was created a knight by the fouldich de 
]a Trane, as being the most acoomplifhed knight 
there, and the perfon who had been in the 
greatest number of brilliant actions. When the 
combatants were completely armed, with lances 
in their re^ts, and mounted, they fpurred their 
horfes, and, lowering their fpears, met each 
other wit4i fuch for-ce that their lances were twice 
broken against their breast-plates, but no other 
hurt enfued. They then took their third lance, 
and the fhock was fo great that the heads. 
^f Bourdeaux steel pierced their iliields, and 
through all their other armour even to the 
jlkin, but did not wound them : the fpears were 
. Vol. VI, . F fhattered, 
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ib^Atered, md thl» ferokea pieces flew ov^ ihtir 
helmets. This combat w^.6 much pwfed by sjl 
the knights of each fide who were prefent. Tb^y 
then took leave of each other with much refpecfc> 
a^d returned to their different quarters, for no 
, other deeds of arms were performed, 

Peace being now restored, both Spimiards ^n^ 
Portuguefe returned to tiipir own homes. In 
fuch manner was this '^great affembly of Spa- 
niards, Englifti and Portuguefe broken up. 

At this time, news was broiight-to the army of 
the king of Spain, that the .king of Granada had 
declared war against the kings of Barbary and 
Tremefen, and that all men at arms who might 
wifli to go thither would be received into pay. 
The king of Granada had fent pailports, and 
ordered his meffengers to fay, that to thofe who 
firrived in Granada, he would advance 9. qutr^ 
ter's pay, 

Several French knigbts who wiflied to advance 
themfelvep, as fir Tristan de Roye, fir GeofFry d« 
Chargny, fir Peter de Clermont, took leave of 
don John of Castille, and went to thofe parts in 
fearch of deeds of arms. Some Englifli went 
thither alfo, but they were few in member ; for 
the earl of Cambridge conducted theni to £ng«^ 
land, carrying his fon with him. He fliewed 
how much diffatisfied he was with the king by 
not leaving . this fon behind, who had been be-* 
trothed to the infaiita of Portugal, 

The eari faid the air of Portugal did not agree 
with his fon's health ; and, in fpite of every 
thing the liing could urge, he would not pepmil 

him 



him to ftay, lidding, that he ivas too young to 
remain in Portugal, from which the following 
eonfequ^isceB enfued : • 

About ayeur after the conclufion of this peace, 
wbeii the Englifli were returned home with the 
«ari of Cambridge, the queen of don John of 
CailiUe died : (he was daughter to the king of 
Arro^an. The king being thus a widower, it was 
<;onfidered by the barons and prelates of Spain 
and Portugal, that the propereft alliance which 
could be made witfc the lady Beatrtde Of Portu- 
gal was the king of Spain, ivho could not more 
zmbly connect himfelf than with the infanta. In 
orderto confirm the peo^e between the two king- 
doms^ the kin^ of Portugal confented, and broke 
^ff the match with the fon of the earl of Cam- 
bridge^ by a difpenfation from the pope, who 
confirmed this new alliance. Thus became the 
infanta of Portugal queeii of Spain, GaUicia and 
CaftiUe ; and fhe brought the king a fon the 
firft year of her marriage, to his great joy. 

The king of Portugal died feon after this 
iBVaat • but the Pqrtuguefe were unwilling to 
iubmit themfelves to .the dominion of the Spa- 
niardS) and gave the crown to a baftard bro- 
ther of tfee king, who was grand matter of the 
-ordet of Avis*, and called the baftard of Portu- 
gal. He Was a valiant man, had always borne 
arms, and much beloved by the Portuguefe, as 
they (howed ; for they crowned him king, and 
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* Avis.^ Froiflart calls him ma&er Dt^nys. For p?«-ticulara 
of th^ order of the Bird, fee the Hiftoire de* Ordres de 
Chivalerie. 
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chofe him their lord for hii* valour. This tranf- 
action was the caufe of great wars, between 
the kingdoms of Spain and Portugal, as you 
fliall hear related in the courfe of this hiftory. 

When the earl of Cambridge, the canon de 
Roberfac, and the Englifh knights were returned 
from Portugal, and had waited on the king and 
duke of Lancafter, they were very gracioufly en- 
ertained, as was right, and then they were afked 
for news ; they told them a fufficiency, and the 
hiftory of their whole campaign. 

The duke of l4ncaj(ler, whom this bufinefe 
touched more effentially than any other, on ac- 
. count of the claim he made to Caftille, in right 
. of his wife, the lady Conftance, eldeft dai;Lghter 
to don Pedro, inquired of his brother every par*- 
ticular, and how they had conducted thejnfelves 
in Portugal ♦ 

The earl told him that the armies remained 
upwards of fifteen days oppofite to each other : 
' and becaufe, my fair brother, there came no 
intelligence of ypu, the king of Portugal hat 
tily made peace, and, in fpite of ,every thing 
we could fay, he would not confent to a battle : 
our men were much concerned therejit, for they 
' would willingly have hazarded it. Seeing, there- 
fore, that affairs were not on av^ry fure founda- 
tion, I have brought home my fon, although he 
has been betrothed to theinfeuta/ ^ *! believe 
you were in the right,* replied the duke; * but 
perhaps they may break this marriage, if they 
fiiall find a more agreeably alliance.' * By my 

faith/ 
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faith/ faid the eaii * happen what may^ I have 
done nothing that I repent of.* 

Thus ended this conyerfation between the 
duke of Lancafter imd eaii of Cambridge, ivheii 
they entered on other matters^ We will now 
leave them, and the wars of Spain and Portugal, 
to return to thofe of Ghent, the earl and ooun-r 
try of Randers, which were very deftructive. 
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CHAP, xiir. 



GHENT IS IN GREAT DISTRESS FOR PROVISIONS 5 
THEY ARE SUCCOURED BY THE INHABITANTS 
OF LIEGE. 

_ » 

EVER iince the burning of Grammont, and 
the breaking up the fiege of Ghent, through 
the grief of the earl of Flanders for the death of 
his coufin, the young lord d'Anghien, as you 
have before heard, the war was carried on 
folely by the garrifons in the different towns. 
The whole country was for thie earl, except the 
Quatre Metiers, whence provifions were fent 
into Ghent, as well as from the county of Aloft. 
But the earl of Flanders on hearing that cheefe, 
butter and other things were fent to Ghent from 
Aloft and the adjacent villages, foon put a flop 
to it, by ordering the garrifon of Dendremorid 
to burn and deftroy the whole of that flat qoun^ 
try ; which orders being obeyed, the poor peo» 
pie who lived on the produce of their cattle; 

F 3 were 
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wec«. fore^ed tq fly mto Btabujfe and iiaiiualt 

and the greater part to beg tkeie breadi 

IhefQ iyflyhowevesr^ ref»ained a conntoy de* 
pendant on tb^ Qjn^e Metiers, lisheiidb Ghent' ^ 
dr.Qw aJliitS'pljbvifion, whicrh tlieir enemias ecmld 
not previ^titL 

TJws; \M^|Qi^i£^er of 1382, the earlt and' ottiii<« 
try of Fimdei^ bad fo imieb canftfaineJ 'GSieflt 
that nothing could enter the place by land or 
water: he had perfuaded the duke of Brabant 
and duke Albert to Ihut up their countries fo 
effectually, that no provifious could be ex- 
ported thence, but lecretly, and with a great 
rifk to thofe who attempted it. It was thought 
by the moft intelligent^ that it could not be ' 
long before they periflied threugh famine, for 
all the ftore-houfes of corn were empty, and 
the people could not obtain bit^d for morrey : 
when the bakers had bathed any, it w4s neod^ 
f^ry t9 guard thqir Ihpp^ for the popmlajce who 
were ftarving would hp^e brokentllcm open.. It 
was melanicholy to heac thejfe poor peopfe, (for 
men, wom^n and chijidreiie, of gocni' fubftance, 
were in this miferable plight,) make thedr 
daily complaints and cries to Philip von Atra- 
veld,' their CQmmaDder iB chief. He toc^ltgreiat 
compaflio)^ on tl^em, auad madb feveral very gDod 
regulationSi for which be was mnch praifed. 
He ordered the graaaiifies of the mosaileTies and 
rich n>en to be ^peiijed^, aitd diirided the com 
among, the poor, at a fixed price/ By fueh means 
be gave conrfoit to the towt\ of Ghent, and: go-» 

v^rned it welL SoiHetijiies there camie to them 

in 
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in Caiks flour and baked bread from Holland and 
2^ealaiid, which were of great affiftance ] for, 
had they "hot been thus fuccoured by thofe 
countries, they would have been much fooner 
defeated. 

The. duke of Brabant had forbidden any of 
his fubjects to carry provifions to the inhabitants 
of Ghent, under pain of death.; but, if they 
would run the rifle of coming to feek tliem, they 
might fell or give. AVhen Lent came, they 
were in the greateft diftrefs ; for they had not 
any provifion fuitable to that time ; infomuch 
that a body of foldiers and other perfons, to the 
amount of twelve thoufand, driven defperate by 
famine, left the town and went to Bruflels. On 
their arrival, the gates were clofed, for they were 
doubtful of their intentions, not knowing what 
to think of them. When they were near to 
BrufTels,, they fent a party unarmed to the gates, 
in fearch of provifion, bagging, for the love of 
God, they would have pity on them, and let 
them have victuals for their money, as they 
were dying of hunger, and would not do any 
harm to the country. The good people of Bruf- 
fek had compafljon on them, and carried theai 
foodfiifficient to fatisfy their hunger. They re- 
mained there to recruit themfelves about three 
weeks, but did not enter any of the principal 
towns : they advanced as far as Lou vain, the peo- 
ple of which place alfo took pity on them', and" 
gave them many things. The leader and con- 
ductor of thefe men of Ghent was Francis Atre- 
men, who adviied theni how to acf, and alfo* 

F 4 made 
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made for them their agreements with the difie-. 
rent towns. During the time they were refrefh- 
ing themfelves in the country round Louvain,. he 
went to Liege, accompanied by twelve others, 
where he remonstrated fo effectually with the 
magistrates that they confented, with the ap- 
probation of their bifhop, the lord Arnold 
d'ErcIe, to fend to the earl of Flanders, and ufe 
their utmost endeavours to make a peace 
between them : adding, that if Liege had been, 
as near to them as Brabant and Hain- 
ault, they would have more, effentially affisted 
them in their rights, and in. defending their 
privileges. However, they faid, ^ We will now 
do every thing we can for you, and, as you 
are merchants, and merchandife oi,ight to pafe 
freely every where, we have determined that 
you may contract at this moment for five or fix 
hundred cart loads of corn and flour, wliich we 
will allow youjto have, provided the good people 
from whom this proviiibn comes can be fatisfied. 

* Our commerce will be fuffered tQ pafs 
through Brabant, for that country is in friend- 
fhip with us; and, notwithftanding Bruflels is 
(hut againft you, we know it is more through 
fear than inclination. The Bruflelers have great 
compaflion on your fufferings ; but the duke 
and duchefs of Brabant, at the folicitations of 
the earl of Flanders, are more his friends than 
vours, as it is natural that great lords ftiould 
lupport each other.' 

The men of Ghent were much pleafed with the 
affectionate offers the Liegeols made them: 

ther 
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they warmly thanked them, and faid, that with 
fuch allies and friends, the town of Ghent might 
do much. 

Francis and the citizens of Ghent who had ac- 
companied him into Liege, having finifhed their 
bufinefs, took leave of the magiftrates, who or- 
dered certain perfpns to attend them through 
the country to collect carts and horfes. In two 
days they had fix hundred loaded with corn and 
flour, for fuch ftores were then more neceflary 
to them than any others. They fet out on their 
return^ pafBng between Louvain and Biiiffels. 
When Francis Atremen was returned to his 
men whom he had left in the neighbourhood of 
Louvain, he related to them the love and courtefy 
which thofe of Liege had fliewn, and the offer 
they had made of their friendfliip. 'He added, 
that they would go to Bruffels to fpeak with the 
duchefs of Brabant, and beg and entreat of her, 
on the part of the good town of Ghent, to con- 
defcend to mediate, bet ween them and the earl 
their lord, fo that they might obtain peace. 
They replied, * God's will be done,' and marched 
to Bruflels. 

The duke of Brabant, at this time, was at 
Luxembourg on his affairs ; and Francis, by per- 
miffion of the duchefs, who was defirous to fee 
him, entered the town, attended only by two 
other perfons. They waited on her at her hotel 
at Colleberge, where the duchefs had affembled 
part of her council; and, throwing themfelves 
on their knees, Francis, who fpoke for all, faid, 
— * Much honoured and dear lady, may it pleafe 

vou 
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you, out of your great humility, to have com* 
paflion on the inhabitants of Ghent, who are 
not able, by any means hitherto employed^ to 
obtaia the pardon of their lord ; but Hi you, 
very dear lady, would mediate between our lord 
and.usy lb that he would hear but reafon and 
have mercy on his.vaffals, you would do a moft 
charitable act, and our good friends and neigh- 
hoxjffs of Liege would unite to affift you at any 
time and in any manner you fliall pleafe.* 

Th^ duchefg replied with much gentlenefs, 
* that (he had long been forry for the diffenfi<Hi» 
which had arifen between her brother * the earl 
a^d them, aqd would willingly have put an end 
to them fome tim^ paft, had Ihe been able or 
V had fhe kflown how to-do it : but you fo often 
dppofe' him, and are fo obftinaite in your opi- 
nions> that it keeps up hi^ anger and hatred 
againft you. Notwithftanding all- this, for love 
of God and through compaflion, I will cheer- 
fully undertake thisbufinefs, and fend to req.ueft. 
l>e will have the goodnefs to come to Tournay,- 
where I will order my privy council. You will 
alfo exert yourfelv^s to gain the council of Hai-* 
nault, to accompany that of Liege, which yoi* 
fay is ready to ferve you.* * Yes, madam, for 
they hav^ fo promifed us.' * Well,' faid th6 
duchefs, * I will do fomething that you fhalij 
hear of.* They replied, ^ God preferve, n>adam,. 
youF foul and body.' 

At thefe words they took leave of. the duchefe 

tmk ■■ ■■■ i.-.P* .-.■■■ ■■■-■ - ■■■■■■ "^ m ■»^i^ « ■■ ■■■■■ ■ ■■■!■ — I— ^ ■■■■■■!■ ■ ■■ — ■ m ■ ^1 mmtmtm^i^^mm 

^ Her brother. He had married one of her fillers. 
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axidiier council, departed from Brufifels, and re- 
turned to their m^i awd carriages, whicb were 
ws^itiiig t<ft tbeni, wnA then eontinaed theif road 
to Ghent. 

When the new& arrived thftt their people were 
returning', and bringing with them fix hundred 
caPt-loads^ of pravifion, ef which they were in 
fuch grfeat want, they were highly delighted z 
thefe proviiioAs, howevei', fix)m Liege were not 
fttfficient to maintain the town jfifteen days ; bat 
to thofe who are coraftirtMff a Irttle thing gives' 
hope^ • 

They made a numerous procefflon to meet this 
convoy, and, by way ef humbling themfelves, 
they fell on their knees when they met it, and 
witii uplifted Imnds, ftiid to the merchants andf 
drivers, — * Ah, good people, you do an act of 
great charity : you bring comfort to the lower 
clafles in Glient, who would not have had where- 
withal to eat, if you had not come. Let ns 
firft give our thanks and praifes to God, and 
then to you/ 

In this manner were the provifions attended 
to the markef-placej and there unloaded : they 
Avere th^iL delivered out in fmall pi^por- 
tious to thofe. who were in the greateii wftnt; 
and five thoiifand men were ordered to arm 
themfelves, and to efcort back thefe carts as far 
as Brabant, and out of all danger. 

The earl of Flanders, who refided at Bruges, 
had information of all this, and how Ghent was 
fo much ilraitened that it could not hold out for 

any 
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any length oi time. You may imagine he^vas 
not very much vexed at their poverty, anymore 
than thofe of his council, who would, with plea* 
fiire, have feen the town of Ghent^ deftroyed. 
Gilbert Matthew -and his brothers, the deacon 
of fmail trades of Ghent, and the provoft of 
Harlebecque, were in high fpirits at what thejr 
heard. 

AH the events happened in Lent, during the 
months of March and April 1382*. Tlie earl of 
Flanders determined to lay fiege to Ghent once 
more, but with a much fuperior army to what- 
he had hitherto brought againft it ; for he de- 
clared he would invade the Quatre Metiers, and 
burn and deftroy them, as they h^d been too ac- 
live in aflifting Ghent. The earl therefore fig- 
nified his intentions to all the principal towns 
in Flanders, that they might be ready in time. 
Immediately after the proceffion at Bruges, he 
was to march from thence, to lay fiege to 
Ghent and deftroy it. He wrote alfo to thofe 
knights and fquires who were dependant on him 
in Hainault, to meet him at Bruges at the ap- 
pointed day, or even eight days before^ 



* 13S2. Tliat 18 beginning^ tlsf year at January^ otherwiie 
13S1, 
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CHAR XIV. 

THE EARL OF FLANDERS SENDS A HARSH AN- 
SWER TO THOSE WHO WISHED TO MtolATE 
A PEACE BETWEEN HIM AND GHENT. — THE 
POPULACE, UNDER THE NAME OF MAILLO-' 
TINS, RISE AGAIN AT PARIS. 

NOTWITHSTANDING all thefe fammons, 
levies and orders, which the earl of Flan- 
ders was ifTuing, the duchefs of Brabant, duke 
Albert and the bifhop of Liege, exerted them^ 
felyes fo much, that a meeting of their coun* 
cils, to confider of the means of eftablilhinsr a 
vpeace, was ordered to be held in the city of 
Tournay. 

The earl of Flanders, at the request of 
thefe lords, and the duchefs of Brabant, al- 
thopgh he intended to act contrary, gave his 
terms of accommodations; and thefe confer- 
ences ivere fixed for the end of Eafter, at 
Tournay, in the year 1382. 

Twelve deputies came from the biihoprick of 
liege and the chief towns, with fir Lambert 
de Perney, a very difcreet knight. The du- 
-chefs of Brabant fent her council thither, and 
fome of the principal inhabitants from the great 
jkowns. Duke Albert met likewife his. council 
from Hainault, his bailiff, fir Simon de Lalain, 
with others. . All thefe came to Tournay in 
Eafter- week 5 and Ghent fent alfo twelve depu- 
ties, of whom Philip von Artaveld was the 
)iead. The inhabitants of Ghent had refolved to 

accede 
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I 

accede to whatever terms their deputies should 
agree on, with the exception that no one was 
to be put to death ; but that if it pleafed the earl, 
their lord, he might banish from Ghent, and the 
country of Flanders, all thofe who w^e difa- 
.^eeable to him, and whom he might wiih to 
punish, without any poffibility of their return. 
This refolution they had determined to abide 
by 5 and Philip von Artaveld was willing, if he 
fliould haveangered the earl everfo little, dur- 
ing the tiihe he was governor of Ghent, to ht 
one of the bauifhed men, for life, out of the 
regard he had for the lower ranks of peof^. 

Certain it is, that when he fet ©ut from Ghent 
for Tournay, men, women and children caft 
themfelves before him on their knees, s^nd with' 
nphfted hands, befought him, that at whatever 
coll it might be, he would bring them back 
|>eace ; and, from the pity he felt for theii]> he 
had agreed to act as I have juft related. 

When the deputies from Liege, Brabant and 
Hainault, who had been fent to Tournay as me- 
diators, had refided there three days expecting 
the earl, who neither came nor fent ; they were 
ihuch furprifed, and, confulting together, re- 
foived to fend to him at Bruges. In conle- 
qnence, they difpatched thither fir Lambert de 
Pemey, the lord de Compellant from Brabant, 
fir William de Hermen from Haiaault and. fix 
citizens from the three countries. The earl of 
Fianders entertained them handfomdy, as was 
fight, but told them, * that at that moment, it 
Was not agreeable to liim to come to Tournay ; 
, yet 
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yet, in co»fideration for the caufe wbidi fajiA 
)>rought them thither, and the trouble they bad 
t^en to come to Bruges, as well as out of refpadt 
i€> tbeir lords, the duchefs of Brabant his fiiler^ 
duke Albert his coufm and the bifhop of Liege, 
he would inftantly fend his council to Tournay 
WitK his iinal declarfition, and what were bis fu«- 
ture intentions/' They therefore returned t^ 
Tournay, ^d related what the earl had faid. 

8ix days afterwards, arrived at Tournay, by 
prders of the earl, the lord de Rafeflez^ the lord 
de Goirtri§, fir John Villame and the provofi of 
Harlebecque, who made excufe$ from tbe eari 
Vfhy he came not in peribn. They then delL- 
t^ered tbe earl's determination, tlxat the inhabi- 
tants of Gbent were not to expect peace from 
bim, unlefe all perfons, from tbe age of frfteea 
to fi3^t}% fubmitted, to come out of that city, 
bare beaded in their thirts, with halters about their 
necks, on the road between Ghent ajid Bruges, 
where the earl would wait fgr them, and grant 
^hem pardon, or put them to death according to 
bJs j^afure. 

When thi« a»fwer was carried by the deputies 
pf the ibree countries to thofe of Ghent, they 
were mctfe confounded than ever. The bailiff of 
^ainaiilt, then, addrefling them, feid,— * My 
good gentlemen, you are in great peril, iis you 
may each of you judge, and we can «ffiire y«u of 
it : aow, if you accept thefe termn, he a iQ m^ put 
att to death that fhall prefeait th^mfelvea before 
hhn, but only fome who have aogerad him mord 
than the ref^^ as^A means may; ba fa^ad to miAr 

lify hiin» atnd «Keitel|ucQinpt^tfi> fo that tKpfe 

who 
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Svho may think themfelves certain of death wiM 
be pardoned : accept, therefore, thefe oflFers, or 
at leaft confider well before you refufe them; 
for I believe you will never have fuch made to 
you again.' 

Philip von Artaveld replied, — ^ We are not 
commiiiioned to treat on fuch terms by our 
townfmen, nor will they ever accept them -, but 
if the citizens in Ghent, upon our return, after 
having informed them of the anfwer from the 
earl,, (hall be willing to fubmit themfelves, it ihali 
not be our fault that peace is not made. We give 
you our beft and warmeil thanks for the great 
trouble and pains you have taken in this bufinefe/ 

They then took leave of thofe well-intentioned 
perfons, and the other deputies from the prin- 
cipal towns of the three countries, and fhewed 
plainly that they would not accept of the offered 
terms for peace. Philip von Artaveld and his com- 
panions went to their hotels, difcharged their 
bills, and returned through Brabant to Ghent. 

Thus was this conference broken up, which 
had been affembled with the beil intentions, in 
the town of Toumay, and each man returned to 
his home. The earl of Flanders never made an 
inquiry what was the anfwer of the Ghent de- 
puties, fo very cheap did he hold thekn. H#^ 
wiflied not for any treaty of peace ; for he well 
knew he had puflied them fo hard they could 
not hold out againft him much longer, and that 
the endmuft be honourable to him : he was also 
defirous to reduce Ghent to fuch a fituation that 
all other towns might take warning from it. 

About this period the Parifian^ again rofe, be- 

caufe 
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caufe the king did not refide among them. They 
were afraid left he fliould order his men at arms 
to force the gates o£ the city in the night-time, 
overrun it,, and put to death whomfoever he 
pleafed. To avoid this danger which they dread- 
ed, they kept great guards in all the ftreets and 
fquares every night,^ and barricaded the ftreets 
with chaiiis, to prevent any cavadry from pafflng; 
nor would they fuffer any one on foot to pafs : 
and thofe found in the ftreets after nine o'clock, 
who were not acknowledged by them or their 
partifans. were put to death. 

There were in the city of Paris upwards of 
thirty thoufand rich and powerful men armed, 
from head to foot, and fo hatidfomely arrayed that 
few knights could afford to rival them. They had, 
in like manner, armed their fervants, who ^ad 
mallets of iron and lead for the bruifihg of hel- 
mets. T-hey faid in Paris, when they were muf- 
tering their men^ that they were fufficient in 
number and ftrength to fight their own battles, 
witliout the aid of the greateft lord on the earth. 
Thefe people were called the army of jnallets. 
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CHAP. XV. 

• ; V ■ I ■ ■ 

I 

THE CITIZENS OF GHENT, AFTER HAVING HEARD 
FROM PHILIP VON ARTAVELD THE TERMS OF 
PEACE WHICH HE .HAD BROUGHT FROM THE 
CONFERENCES AT TOURNAY, MARCH OUT> TO 
THE NUMBER OF FlVE THOUSAND, TO ATTACK 
THE EARL OF FLANDERS IN BRUGES. 

WHEN Philip von Artaveld and his compa- 
nions returned to Ghent, great crowds of 
the common people, who only wiftied for peace, 
were much rejoiced on his arrival, and hoped to 
hear from Kim good news. They went out to 
meet him, faying, * Ah, dear Phillip von Artaveld, 
make us happy : tell us what you have done, and 
how you have fucceeded.' 

Philip made no anfvver to thefe queftions, but 
rode on, holding down his head : the more filent 
he Avas, the more they followed him, and were 
the more clamorous. Once or twice, as he was 
advancing to his houfe, he faid, * Get you to your 
homes, and may God preferve you from harm : 
tormorrow morning be in the market-place by 
nine o'clock, and there you ftiajl hear every 
thing.' As they could not obtain any other an- 
fvver, the people were exceedingly alarmed. 
When Phihp von Artaveld had diimounted at 

his door, and his companions were returned to 

their homes, Peter du Bor 5, anxious lo learn 

what 



what hiad been done^ came in the evening to 
Phillip, and, haying (hut himfelf in a chamber 
with him, aiked what fucce& he had met with. 
Philip, who wiihed to hide nothing from him, re- 
plied^ — * By my faith, Peter, from the anfwer 
which my lord of Flanders has given by thofe of 
his council whom he fent to Tournay, he will not 
pardon a foul in Ghent; no not one%' *By my 
troth,' faid Peter du Bois, * he is in the right, and 
has been wifely advifed to fend fuch an anfwer^ 
. ibr we are all equally implicated one as much as 
another. I have fucceeded in my expectation ; 
for the town of Ghent is in fuch confufion that it 
cannot well be appeafed. We muft become def- 
perate,' and it fliall be feen if there be not pru- 
dent and valiant men in Ghent. In a few days, 
the town of Ghent fliall be the moft refpected 
town in Chriftendom, or the moft humbled. How- 
ever, if we do perifli in this quarrel, we fliall not 
die alone. You muft now, Philip, confider how 
you will rjBlate the conferences of Tournay to- 
morrow, fo that every one may be fatisfied with 
your conduct. You are at this moment in high 
.fevour with the people, for two reafons; one, on 
account of the name you bear, for Jacob von 
Artaveld, your father, was farmerly much belov- 
ed in this town ; the other, from the gentle cund 
friendly manner with which you addrefs them, 
which they, publicly praife: they will therefore 
firmly believe every thing you fliall tell them ; and, 
towards the end,; you fliall add, ' If I were to ad- 
vife, I would do fo and fo :' but it is neceflary 

' G 2 you 



84 

i^oii confid^' thi^ well, fo that Vou ftandon fbfc? 
grounds anflfgain honour by it/ 

* Peter/ 'fetid Philip von Artaveld, *you fpeak 
truth ; and I think I (hall be able to exlplain and 
harangue in fuch a manner on the affairs of Ghent 
that, between ourfelves, we who are the governors 
and leaders in Ghent fhall live and die with ho- 
fiour.' Nothing more was faid or done at that 
time> for they feparated : Peter du Bois returned 
to his houfe, and Philip remained where he was. 

You may eafily imagine, when the day fo ea- 
g'erly expected was come, in which Philip was 
to report what had paffed in the conferences at 
Toumay, that all the inhabitants of Ghent were . 
early in the market place. It was on a Wednrf- 
day morning, and the time of meeting; nine 
o'clock. 

Philip von Artaveld, Peter du Bois, Peter le 
Nuitre, Francis Atremen, and the other chiefs 
came there; and, having entered the town-hall, 
they afcendcd the ftaircafe, when Philip, {hew- 
ing himfelf from the windows, thus fpoke : ' My 
good friends, it is true, that through the entrelilies 
of the very noble lady the duchefs <>f Brabant, 
'the mail puiffanf and noble prince duke-Albert, 
regent of Hainault, Holland and Z^s^and, and 
of my lord the bifliop of Liege, a conferericfe was 
•Appointed to be holden at Tournay thefife Taft days, 
which the earl of Flanders was perfbnafly to at- 
tend, ahd which he had projnifed to the jiobll^ 
perfons juft mentioned, who .have indeed moil 
handfomely acquitted themffeWes. They fent thi- 
ther 
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thimr their moft able counfejlors^ and thp prihci.' 
p^l ipha^bitants from the ^reateii town«, who 
M^ted {bver^l days in expectation of the earl of 
Flaoders^ bqt be came not, ppr indeed font any. 
excufes. When they perceived this, they refolv- 
^ to choofe three knights from the three coun- 
tries, and fuc citize3s, and fend them to him, ' 
Out of affection to us they undertook the bufinels, 
Skud went to Bruges, where they found my lord 
of Flanders, who entert^^ined them well, as they. 
fgid, and willingly liftened tp thena : he thpn dcr. 
Qlared, that out of refpect to their lord, and to 
his lifterrin-law, ^[^adame de Bi^^bant, he wquld 
. fend bis council to Tournay in the courfe of five 
or fa days, fo well inftructed, that they would 
clearjly explain his determined intention^ which 
when they fhouki bear, they would know how 
toiK^t: not obtaiiiing any other anfwer, they rcr 
tumed on the day appointed. In coufequence 
of tbisy the Xprd de Rafeflez, the lord de Gon- 
tris, fir John Villanaes, and the provoft of Harlcr 
becque, came to Tournay, wl>ere thc*y very gra- 
aipij^y informed us of the will of the earl, and . 
the only means pf putting an end to this war. 
They declared his final ternis for peace betw.een 
him aod the inlmbitants of phent were^ th^pyery 
male inhabitant, excepring priefls and monks, 
from the age of fixteen to that of fixty, fliould 
mi^i^cbout of the tpwns in their shirty, with bare 
heads and feet, and halters about their ne,cks, 
and should thus go two leagues or more to the 
plamspf Burlefquans^ whej-e they would meet the 
earl of Flanders, attended b^ fuch whpm Jie may 

choofe 
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choofe to bring with him; and that, when hc^ 
should fee us in this fituation, with joined hands^ 
crying out for mercy, he would, if he plejifed^ 
take companion on us. But I could not learn 
from his council, that there was the leaft plea of 
juftice to put to death fuch numbers of people as 
would be ther? that day. Now, confider if you 
•^ill have peac^ on thefe terms ?* 

When Philip had done fpeaking, it was a me^ 
lancholy fight to behold men, women and chiU 
dren, bewailing, with tears, their hufbands, fa- 
thers, brothers and neighbours. After this tu-. 
mult and noife had lafted fome time, Philip 
again addrefled them, and cried out, * Silence, 
filence ! * when, on his beginning to fpeak, they 
jpeafed lamenting, — * Worthy inhabitants of 
Ghent, you who are here affembled, are the ma- 
jority of its citizens, and you have heard all I 
had to report to you : I fee no means of retnedy 
but a determined conduct. You know how very 
much we are ftraitened for all forts of provifion, 
a^id that there are thirty thoufand perfons in this 
town, who, in fifteen days, will not have bread 
to eat. In my opinion, we have but the choice 
of three things j the firft, that we clofe all our 
gates^ and then, after having confefTed ourfelves, 
moft fully, retire into the churches and monafte- 
ries, and there die confeifed and repentant, like 
martyrs, to whom no mercy has been shewn. In 
thi§ ftate God will have pity on us, and on our 
fouls; and wherever this shall be told or heard, 
they will fay, that we died nobly, like loyal nxei^ 

at arms. 

^ Or, 



* Or, let usrdblve to mareli.out^ meo^ wdmen 
and children, with halters about our necks, barch 
headed, aad with naked feet, and implore the 
mercy of my lord the earl : he; is not fo hard- 
hearted, nor to obftinate, but when he sh^ll fee 
us in fuch an humiliating condition, he will be 
foftened, and tak^ pity on his fubjects ; and I 
will be th^ firft to offer him my head, in order.to 
affuage bis hatred, and iagrifke myfelf for the 
city of Ghent, 

' Or, let us clioofe from fiye to fix thpuiapd of 
the mo& determined m^n in the tpwp, and in? 
ftantly ms^rch to attack the earl ia Bruges ; . we 
will give him conibat j ai^d if Wie Aitould he flain 
in the attempt, at leaft we £bal] die.wjjtJi honour, 
and God will have mercy upon us ; a;nd th^ world 
will fay, tl|at w^^ ha;^e. gaUantly and vejoroufly 
mainlined our ^uarreL If, however, in thi;; bat>- 
tle we be victorious, and pur Lord Gojd> who ia 
ancient times delegated his power intp thp hftod^ 
of Judas Maecabeus, the chief of . bis J^wift 
people, fo that the Syrians were . defeated and 
flail), would be indulg^t enough to grant v^ this 
)cindne&, we fliould be every wtierf th^ nioft ho^ 
noured people finee the time pf the. Romftns; 
Now, confiider which pf tliqfe three propofitioRj? 
you wijl makecbpice of, for.on^of themjdiuftbe 
adopted,' 

Thofe who were near to him, and had moft 
diilinctly heard what he had faid, replied,— 'Ah ^ 
dear lord, we put our whole confidence in you ; 
what would you advife ijs? fo'?we will dowliat^ 
*ver you think will be moft fe lour advantage/ 

'By 



'By my faith' tlw«/ faid Philip, f I would 
advife that we all mareh in arms agaifift my Idnf. 
We (hall find him at &uges ; and, when he hears 
6f our coming, he will fally forth and fight with 
us^ : for the pride of thofe in Bruges and about 
Ins perfon, who excite him day and night againft 
lis, will urge him t0 the combat. If God (baiil> 
through his mercy, grant that we gain the field^ 
and defeat our enemies, our aftairs will be infiant* 
ly retrieved, and we shall be the moft refpected 
people in the nniverfe. If we be defeated, we 
Aall die honourably^ and God will have pify on 
US; and the remainder of the inhabitants of 
'GheM will fia^iih this bufmefi, and be pardoned 
toy the earl our lord.' 

At rtiefe words, they all shouted out, '^We wiB 
follow this plan, and no other T ^ffip then 
iftiid,-^* My good gentlqmen^ flnde yiti lire thu* 
fefolved, return home and get ready yotif 'arms; 
fot in the courfe of to-niorrow, I am determined 
to march for Bruges: .the r^naining longefher^ 
Win hot be to our advantage. Within five da:y$ * 
We sh^I fcncyw if we be to die, or to live with 
honour. I will order the conAables <>f thedififeren* 
pai^4faes to go from honfe to houfe, amd ^kbofe 
the beft armed and thofe moft 6t for the fervice. • 

Immediately after the meeting broke «Lp, hnd 
every one returned home to make ready, t^ach 
according to his abilities, they kept 4he g&tes of 
ikhe town fo dofely shut that iik> peribn ^alevei^ 
tvas fui^fered to come in or go out ^for^ Thwftheiy 
afternoon, when thofe who wfere to march on this 



expedition Were prepared: in all, about five 
thoufand meti, and not more. 

I'hey loaded about two hundred cirts with 
cannon aiid artillery, and only feven with pro* 
viiions ; that is, five with bread and two with 
wine, for there, were but two tuns of wine in 
the town. You may judge 4&om this to what 
ftraits the3ft had been reduced. 

It was a miferable fpectacle.to fee thofe who 
went, and thofe who remained. Thefe lafi; faid 
to them, — ' Good friends, you fee what you leave 
behind; but never think of returning unlefs you 
can do fo with honour, for you' win hotfind^any 
ihing here. The ihomtot w« hear of your defSat, 
<>rde^b, we wiH fet fire to the town, and perish 
in the flames, like m^ in dd][>air.* 

Thofe who were marching out replied, by way 
^comforting theiii,— * What you fety is viery j oft. 
Pray God fol* us ; foriVe plac^ our hopes in him, 
and^tnlft he will afflfi )reu,' as well as us, before 
our return.' 

Thus^ #d thele five fhodtand hien of iGhetli 
march ofi'^thtfaeit'fliiider ^stores, aiidencaibp^ 
ed aberut e^^'idignt from Ghent; but touched not 
thfetr ptoVifion, taking up with what lh6y eouk} 
find in^lie eWmtry. On Friday, they ifiarcKeii 
the whole day, and then melted not virith-fheir 
Stores; but thetr fcouts picked vtp ibme ife# 
diingft in the country, wifti which theymad<^ 
shift, ^eai fisoed their quarters that evening a Km^ 
league firom Bruges. 

They halted there, confidering it a proper 
placfetooffjii^jgaf th^ m^S^s, £flf i^§re f(&te in 

front 
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fircmt two ^extenfive marshes, ivhich were a good 
defence on one fide^ and they fortified themfelves 
on the others with, the carriages^ ai^d , thu$ 
paffed the night, . ..../, 
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THp.QUDER pjF BjiTTLEc OF TIJE GHENTl MEJSb. 
XHEY DEFEAT THE EAB^ OF KLANDI^S ANP 
THP J^N OF BRyOE^-r-THEME^N^^. BY; WHICH 
THIS WAS BROyGHT:ABpUT, . i ' 

• . ■ : ' 

, ■ • ' '• ,1 ' : • . ('/■■ . ►■ 

TIJJE / SfLtmrd^y f wW a . fiu^ bright day 5 and, 
,. hieing the feaft of jkhe Holy Crojfs,, the inr 
,l^t>itants of, Bruges a^cor^ii^g to cuftpniy^.piadp 
their ufual proceffions. News was foou/|>rough|; 
to ^nge^> th^t the-^^ig^tarpiy was n^ ^i-h^nd ; 
fo t^at every, one bpg^ to JlQrup^^r: ua^il the 
earl heard it^ as well as.thpfiq about h^s p^foii. 
* '/He yiras much fijj-prifed, jiikI f^d, * See hoif 
the wickednefs of t|;iefe mad and foplilh people of 
Gh^ ]eads them to tb^ir.defiructlpn :, indeed it 
is time this war (hould be put an en4 to/ His 
knigl^ts^ and others, inftantly waited on binii 
who)x^ he very gracioufly received, and figtid, * We 
will go and fight thefe wicked people : however ^ 
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* The 3d of May; Sec TAn^ Verifier lesDatea. * 
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thcy.flicw courage in preferring death by the 
Avord, rather than famine.' 

They determined to fend out three men at 
arms^ to examine the force and fituation of the 
enemy. The marshal of Flsuiders ordered three 
valiant fquires on this fervice, whofe names were 
Lambert de Lambres, Damas de Buffy, and 
John de Beart : they fet out, mounted on the 
finest horfes in the town, and advanced toward 
tlie Ghent army. While this was going forward, 
every perfon in Bruges made himfelf ready, 
and shewed the most eager defire to fally forth 
and combat the men of Ghent;, of whom I will 
now fay a word, and of the manner in which 
they had drawn themfelves up. 

On the Saturday morning, Philip von Artaveld 
ordered his whole army ^to pay their devotions to 
God, and mafles to be faid in different places;^ 
(for there were with them feveral monks,) that 
evety ' man should confefs himfelf, aiid make 
other becoming preparations, and that they 
should pray to God with that truth,, as people 
looking to him alone for mercy. 

All this was done, and mais celebrated in fe- 
ven different places. After each mafs was a fer- 
mon, which lafted on hour and an half: • the 
monks and priefts endeavoured, by their difcbur- 
fes, to shew the great fimilitude between them 
and the people of Ifrael, whcmi Pharaoh, king 
of Egyi^t, detained fo long in ilavery, and who, 
through God*s grace, were delivered,, and con-^ 
ducted by Mofes and Aaron into the land of pro* 
mtife, whilft Pharaoh, and. the Egyptians were 

drowned. 
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drowned. ' In like mimner, my good peopie/ 
preached the monks, ^ have you been kept in hon^ 
dage by yoiir lord, the earl of Fland^s^ ^ttd by 
your neighbours cf Bruges, whom yon fire now: 
to meet, and by wIkhu yon will, without doubt, 
be combated, for your eneihies are in great nam* 
bers, and have tittle iear. of your force > but do 
not you mind thiis ; for Ood who can do all things, 
and is adquainted with y^ur fituation, will have 
i^roy on you : therefore, think of ndthing but* 
what you have left behind ; Ibr yoci well know,* 
that every thing is lost, if you be defeated. SeU 
yourfelves well and valiantly ; and if you must 
die, die with honour. Do n6t be alarmed, if ^reali 
numbers iffue forth from Bruges agaiiist yod^ 
hr vibtory is not to. the multitude, but thither 
GBodsbstl pleafe to fend it; and, by his giraoe^ 
it bat b^n often feen, as well by the Maccajfcees 
atih^ Romans, that thoie who fought manfully, 
nidooiifided in Gtod, diCcomfitedthegmatermim-. 
fares. Befldes, ypu hwe justice and r^eafon <m 
your fide, in this quarrd, which ought to ibake 
you feel yourfelves bold and betteor oom^ari^' 

In ikdi Words «s tkeSe, the priests had bfeen 
efdeiedto pricaoh to the army, and with thefe 
difeour&s they wem well plesafcid. Hiree parts 
of them commniiicated, and afi sbawed great 
devotion and much fear in G<xi. 

Afteir the Jermoos^ the whde arvy aifismbkxl 
sowid a fmal) hill, an wiridv Philip Von Artawld 
placed Jrimfdf, in otdeie to be ihe better heard; 
and harangued them very ably, expiaimng to^ 
tbem every point tn M^hieh they werejustifiisdifi 

this 
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this war ) and how Ghent had frequeiitly fougbt 
pardon from the ear), and never could obtain it, 
without fabmitting to conditions too hard for the 
town and itB inhabitants : that now they had ad- 
vanced fo far they could not retreat ; and that^ 
if they would confider, they would fee nothing 
could be gained were they to return, for all they 
had left behind were in forrow andmifery. They 
ought not, therefore, to think of Ghent, their 
wives and children who were in it, but to act in 
fuch manner as was becoming their honour. 

Philip von Artaveld addreffed many more fine 
fpeeches to them ; for he was very eloquent, and 
had words at command^ which was £3rtunate for 
him^ and towards the end he added ; ' My good 
friends, you fee here all your provifion : Avide it 
saEsE^ng you fairly, like brethren, without any di£- 
turbance; for when it is gone, youmuft ccmquor 
more, if you wifli to live/ 

At thefe words they drew up very rdgulariy , 
«Qd unloaded the canrtt, when the bags of brrad 
were gtTen out, to be divideki by conftsiblewicks, 
and the two tuns of wine placedion their foottdms; 
and there they moderately breakfafted, each man 
havh^ a fufficiency.at that tim'e; after which 
breakfaft they found th^nfelves more detentiined 
and active on their feet, than if they had eaten 
more. * " 

This repaft being over, th^ put themselves in 
order, and retired within their ribatideaus. Thefe 
libaudeaus are tall ftakes, with points (hod with 
iron, which they were always accU9toilied to 

carry 
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cirry with them. They fixed them in front of 
their army, and inclofed themfelves withini 

The three knights who had been fent by the 
carl to reconnoitre, found them in this fitu- 
ation : they approached the entrances of thefe 
ribaudeaus ; but the Ghent men never moved, 
and rather feemed rejoiced to fee them. 

They returned to Bruges, where they found 
the earl in his palace, furrounded by many 
Jcnights, waiting for them, to hear what intelli- 
gence they had brought back. They pushed 
through the crowd, and came near the earl, 
when they fpoke aloud, for the earl wished all 
prefent to hear, and faid, * they had advanced fo 
clofe to the Ghent army, that they might have 
shot at them, if they' had fo chofen, but they 
left theiti in peace; and that they had feen their 
banners, ahd the' army inclofed within their 
ribaudeaus.' 

^And what are their numbers, think ye?' faid 
the earl. They anfwered, ' that as near as they 
,could guefs, they might be from five to fix thou- 
fand.' * Well,' faid the earl, *now let every one 
instantly gtet ready; for I will give them battle, 
and this day shall not pafs without a combat.' 
At thefe words the trumpet founded in Bruges, 
when every one armed himfelf, and made for the 
market-place. As they came, they drew up un- 
der their proper bannersy as they had ufually 
donei, in bands and constable wicks. 

Many barons, knights and men at arms, drew 
up before the palace of the earj. When all was 

ready ^ 



95 

ready> and the earl armed, he came to the mar- 
ketplace, and was much pleafed to fee fuchnum*- 
bers in battle-array. They then marched off, 
for none dared difobey his commands ; and, in 
order of battle, made for thp plain : the men at 
arms afterwards iffued forth from Bruges. 

It was a handfome fight, for there were up^ 
wards of forty thoufand armed heads -, and thus 
liorfe and foot advanced in proper order, near to 
the place were the Ghent men were, and then 
halted. It was late in the afternoon when the 
earl and his army arrived, and the fun going 
down. One. of the knights faid to the earl; 
* My lord, you now fee your enemies : they are 
but a handful of mqn in comparifon with your 
army, and as they cannot efcape do not engage 
them this day; but wait for to-morrow, when 
you will have the day before you : you will, be- 
fides, have more light to fee what you are about, 
and they will be weaker, for they have not any 
thing to eat.' 

The earl approved much this advice, and 
would willingly have followed it; but the men of 
Bruges, impatient to begin the fight, would not 
wait,, faying, they would foon defeat them and 
return back to their town. 

Notwitiistanding the orders of the men at 
.arms, for the earl had not lefs than eight hun- 
dred lances, . knights and fquires, the Brugea 
men began to flioot and to fire cannons. 

The Ghent men, being collected in a body on 
an eminence, fired at once three hundred cannon ; 
after which they turned the marfh, and placed the 

Bruges 



Bnrges men with the fun in thetr eyes, winch 
much diftreffed them, and then fell upon them, 
(houting out, * Ghent!* The moment the men 
of Brtges heard the cannon and the cry of Ghent,- 
and faw them marching to attatck them in front,- 
they, like cowards, opened their ranks, and let- 
ting the Ghent men pafs without making 
any defence, flung down their staves aind ran 
away. 

The Ghent men were in clofe order, and, per- 
ceiving their enemies were defeated, began to 
knock down and kill on all fides. Tiiey advanc- 
ed with a quick step, shouting, ^ Ghent f and 
faying, * Let us purfue brifldy our enemies, who 
are defeated, aiid enter the town with them : God 
eyes us this day with looks of pity.* 

They follbwed thofe of BrugcTs with fo nmch 
cotu-age that, whenever they knocked dowA or 
ftiiled any one, they marched on without hsdting 
OTquhtingthe purfuit, whtlstthe men «f Btugek 
fled with the haste of a defeated army. I must 
fay, thidit at this place there wepe multitudes of 
ilatti, wounded and thrown down J fer they madie 
no defence, and never were flinch cowafffly 
wretches as thofe of Bruges, or who more weak- 
ly or recreantly behaved themf elvcfs, after all thrft 
ihfoience when they first took the field. Some 
may witsh to excufe them • by fuppofing' there 
taight have been treafoii^ which catffed *his de- 
feat. This was tiot fa ; but fuoh podrahd wiA 
conduct fell on their t>wn heads. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

BRUGES IS TAKEN BY fHE GHENT ARMY. — THE 
EARL OF FLANDERS SAVES HIMSELF IN THE 
HOUSE OF A POOR WOMAN. 

WHEN tfee earl of Flanders and the men at 
arms faw that, by die miferable defence 
rfihe«»en (rf Bruges, they had caufed their own 
defeat, Mid that there was not any remedy for it, 
fiwr cv6!y «ian was running away as faft as he 
OM«U,'tbey weremucfe furprifed, and began to be 
alanned for tbemfdves, and to make off in dif- 
fisrettt 4ipectioj!)s. It is true, that had they feen 
any prolwflbility of reeovering the lofs which the 
Briigee men were fuffering, they would have 
done loints deeds ef aitns, by which they might 
have rallied them ^ little : but they faw it was 
hopdt^s, for Jhey Wel^ flying to Bruges iii all 
dii^clioiis^ and neither the fon waited for the 

« 

firtSier 4fi4)r Jlie &ther for his child. 

Ilie men a*'»mis, therefore, began to break 
tbeir ^rmk)^. IF^iv had any defire to return to 
Bruges, Cor ^be crowd was fo great on the road 
ti»tbef ^SMk it was painful to fee and hear the , 
bMD|rla^iite 6f the wounded and hurt. The men 
. of^QfaeM were clofe aik their heels, shouting out^ 
*i&\s&f!Ay i©hent f knocking down all that ob- 
^"QCted thctoi. 1%e greater pa:rt of fhefe men at 
^ V«^L* VI. H arms 
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•Fms had never before been in fuch peril : evca- 
the earl was advifed to make for Bruges, and to 
have the gates clofed and guarded, fo that the 
Ghent men should not be able to force them and 
become mailers of the town. 

The earl of Flanders ^w no help for his meii^ 
who were flying on all fides, and, as it was now 
dark night, followed this advice and took the road 
to Bruges, his banner difplayed before him. He 
entered the gates one of the firft^ with about forty- 
others, for no mor^e had followed him. He or- 
dered guards to defend the gates if the Ghent 
men should come tbtther^ and then rode to his 
palace, from whence he iifued a proclamation^ 
that every perfon, under pain of death, should 
afTemble in the market-place. The intention of 
the earl was to fave the town by this means > 
but it did not fucceed, as you shall hear. 
^ While the earl was in his palace, and had fent 
the clerks of the different trades from fireet to 
ilreet, to haften the inhabitants to the market- 
^l^ace, in order to preferve the city, the men of 
Ghent, having clofely purfued thdr enemies, en- 
tered the town with them, and inftantly made for 
the market-place, without turning to the right 
•r left, where they drew themfelyes up in array. 

Sir Robert Marefchaut,one of the earl's knights, 
had been fent to the gates, to fee they were 
guarded : but, while the earl was planning means 
for defending the town, fir Robert found a gate 
flung off its hinges, and the Ghent men rxmXi^^ 
of it. Some of the citizens faid to him \ / Robert, 

Robert, 
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Robert, return and fave yourfelf, if you can, 
for the Ghent nien have taken the town/ 

The knight returned as fpeedily as he could to 
the earl^ whom he met coming out of his palace 
on horfeback, with a number of torqhes. The 
knight told him what he had heard ; but, not- 
withstanding this, the earl, anxious to defend the 
town, advanced toward the market-place, and 
as he was entering it with a number of torches, 
shouting out, * Flanders for the Lyon ! Flanders 
for the Earl ! ' thofe near his horfe and about his 
peffbn>^ feeing the place full of Ghent men, 
faid, — '"My lord, return; for if you advance 
furthinr you will be flain, or at the best 
made prifoner by your enemies, as they are 

drawn up in the fquare and are waiting for 
you/ 

They told him truth ; for the Ghent men, fee- 
ing the great blaze of torches in the street, faid, 
* Here comes my lord, here comes the earl ; how 
he falls into our hands !' Philip von Artaveld 
had given orders to his men, that if the earl 
fliould come, every care was to be taken to pre- 
ferve him from harm, in order that he might be 
carried alive and in good health to Ghent, when 
they (hould be able to obtain what peace; they 
choie. . ' 

The earl had entered the fquare, near to where 
the Ghent men were drawn up, when feverai 
people came to him and faid, — \My lord, do not 
come further; for the Ghent men are mailers of 
the niarket->place and of the town, and if you 
advaoce, you will run a , riik of being taken. 

^ * ll2 Numbers 
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Numbers of them afe now fearchi'ng for their 
enemies from llreet to ftreet, and many of thf^ 
ftien 6f Bruges have joined them, who conduct 
them from Motel to Hotel to feek thofe whom 
they want. You cannot ]f)afs any of the gatei^ 
without danger of being killed, for they are intheir 
pofleflion ; nor caft you return to your palace, 
for a large rout of Ghent men have marched 
thither/ 

When the ed.rl heard thi3 fpeech, which waS 
heart-breaking as you may guefe, he began ta 
be much alarmed and to fee the peril he was in. 
Me refolved to follow the adtice o£ not goihg for* 
ther, and to fave hittifelf if he could, which was 
confirmed by his own judgment. He ordered 
the torches to be e^ttinguiflied, and faid to thofe 
about him, — * I fee clearly that affairs are with- 
out remedy : I therefore give permiflion for every 
6he to depart and fave himfelf in the beft man- 
ner he can.^ Mis orders were obeyed. The 
torches were ptit out, and thrown in the ftreets; 
and all who werd in company with the earl fe- 
parated and went away. He himf^dlf went to a 
bye-ftreet, where hie wasdifarmedbyhi^fervailt, 
and, throwing down his clothes, piit oh lus fer- 
tant's, faying, — * Go about thy bufinels, amd fave 
thy felf if thou canft 3 but be iilent if thou fall 
into, the hands of my enemies; and if they afk 
thee any tbin^ about me, do not give them any 
^ information.' . * My lord,* replied the vitet, 
' I will fooner die.* 
f he earl of Flanders thuis remained aloii^, and 

it may be truly faid be was in the gteateft iiaii^ 

r. t. 

g«r 
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l^er ; for \t was over with him if he had at thai 
jboiir, by any accident^ fallen into the hands of 
the mob, who were going up and down thi^ 
ftreets^fear ching every houfe for the friends of thg 
^arl ; and whomfoever they fouad they carried 
before Phflip von Artaveld and the other i;aptainf 
in the market-place^ when they were iuftantly 
put to death* It w^s God alone who watohe4 
over Ymfis and delivered him from this peril : for 
no one had ever before been in l\iph imminent 
tlanger; a3 I fhaU prefently relate, 

Th^ earl inwardly bewailed his fiti^ation froi^ 
Ar^t to ftroet at this late honr^ for it was alitt^ 
pa^G^ midnight, and he dared ^pt qnter at^ 
hpufe, left he (hould be feize^i by the mobs of 
Gbont and Brvges. . Thus, as he was r^unbling 
through the fireet^, h^ at laft entered the hpufe 
of ^ poor wom^JX^ a very unfit h^^bit^tio^ for t^gV 
a k>fd# ^ there w^r^ neither halls nor apartment:^ 
bwjt a final! houfe, dirty and fiiiaky, ^^ ^s 
jblaak as y^tr: there yn^ only iu ithis place, oiv^ 
pofNT chrimh^r^ ixver vvihijch was ^ fort; pi a garpelt 
tb^t wa? ^mtered Py weans of ^ Wddpr of i^vpj^ 
l^^pa» wher^ o^ j^ fx^fevpiAi^ bed, tj^ children 
yf t^s w<ijpa» l^jr. 

The e^rl ent^re^ thif howfe with fear ^ni 
tremt>Iing, asid faid tp tjlji^ yfprfinn, wlw> w^ifi ^Ifi) 
much 64gJ^ejie4,nrr* Wopp^n, fai^^nft: J[ ^W;tV 
^d, ^lw9 fiarl «f FJwdflrPi bwt ^t t^ f^wfSQt / 
J»*ft Wdp wiyiJplf fcr piy j^nevMes »re 4n j^uiNTuit 
iHiimi ^ I wiU ba^dfew^y»5JVwi^^th§efQr 
l^ie &vwr t^w flie<\ir^ft ipMs^/ 

TbiP jfdor wmm kp^w lam w^, /or Ae h«4 

frequently 
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frequently received alms at his door ; and had 
often feen him pafs and repafs, when he was going 
to fomeamufement, or hunting. She was ready 
with her anfwers, in which God aififted the earl i 
for had (he delayed it ever fo little, they would 
. have found him in converfatiom with her by the 
fire-fide. ' My lord, mount this ladder, and get 
tinder the bed in which my children fleep . ' This 
he did, while fhe employed herfelf by the fire- 
fide, with another child in a cradle. 

The earl of Flanders mounted the ladder as 
quickly as he could, and, getting between the 
fliraw and the coverlid, hid himfelf, and con- 
tracted his body into as little fpace as pofiible. 
He had fcarcely done fo, when fome of the mob 
of Ghent entered the houfe ; for one of them had 
faid, he had feen a man go in there. They found 
this. woman fitting by the fire, nurfing her child, 
of whom they demanded, ^ Woman, where is the 
man we faw enter this houfe, and fliut the door 
after him .^' ^ By my troth,* replied flie, * I have 
not feen any one enter iiere this night ; but I 
have jufl; been at the door to throw out fome 
water, which I then fliut after me; befides, I 
have not any place to hide him in, for you fe^ 
the whole of this houfe : here is my bed, and 
my children fleep overhead.' 

Upon this one of them took a candle, and 
mounted the ladder, and, thrufi;ing his head into 
the place, faw nothing but the wretched bed lA 
which the children were afleep. He looked all 
about him, above and below, and then faid to 
his companions, ' Come, come, let us go : we 

only 
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only lofe our time here: the poor woman fpeaks 
truth : there is not a foul but herfelf and her * 
children/ On faying this, they left the houfe and 
went into another quarter; and no one afterwards 
entered it, who had bad intentions. 

The earl of Tlanders, hearing all this conver« 
fation as he lay hid, you may eaiily imagine^ 
was in the greateft fear of his life. In the mom- ' 
ing he could have faid he was one of the moft 
powerftil princes in Chriilendom, and that famt 
night he felt himfelf one of the fmaJleft. One 
may truly fay, that the fortunes of this world 
are not ilable. It was fortunate for him to fave 
his life ; and this miraculous efcape ought to be 
to him a remembrance his whole lifetime. 

We will now leave the earl of Flanders, and 
fpeak of Bruges, and how the Ghent men prof- 
pcJred, 



CHAP. XVIIL 




THE GHENT MEN SPARE THE FOREIGN MER- 
CHANTS IN BRUGES. — THE EARL OF FLANDERS 
QUITS BRUGES, AND RETURNS TO LILLE, 
WHITHER SOME OF HIS PEOPLE HAD ALREADY 
RETREATED. 

FRANCIS Atremen was one of the principal 
leaders of the mob. He was ordered by 
Philip von Artaveld and Peter du Bois, to fearch 
the town of Bruges, and guard the market-place, 
until they fliould find themfelves complete mailers 
of the town. He was particularly commanded to 

fuffer 



104 • 

fuffer no harm to be done to foreign mefehants, 
or. other ftrang^rs then at Bruges^ for they had 
nothing to do* with their quarrels. This order 
was very well obferved, and neither Frajicis nor 
any of his company did the fm^Ueft hurt to a 
foreigner. 

The fearch of the .Ghent men was efpeqially 
directed to the four trades, of jerkin-makers^ 
^affmen^ butchers, and fishermen ; for th^y had 
refolved to put to death aH whom they should 
find of thefe different trades, becaufe they had 
been partifans of the earl of Flanders, at Oude- 
narde, and other plac^. They fought for them 
every where, and wh^n they found any, they 
were killed without mercy. 

There were upwards of twelve hundred, one 
with the other, flain this night; &ad many 
murders and robberies committed, which were 
never known : feveral houfes robbed, and women 
and girls violatedVcoflfisrs broken open, and a 
variefty of wicked deeds done; infomuch, that 
the poorest of the Ghent army became very 
rich. , 

On the Monday morning the happy news, of 
the defeat of the earl aiid his army, was brought 
to Ghent ; that their men had not only conquered 
them, but alfo the town of Bruges, of which 
they were now masters. You may guefs the joy 
the people felt, who bad b^een fo lately in the 
greatest tribulation : thgy made many j>roceffiot]il$ 
to the church to return thanksgivings to God for 
the mercy he had shewn them^ and for the vic- 
tory he had given to thar army- Evejy day 

there 
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there came good news, which fo much delighted 
them, they hardly knew what they were about. 
I mention this ; for had the lord de Harzelles, 
who had remained in Ghent, marched that Sun- 
day, or the Monday morning, with three or four 
thoufand men to Oudenarde, he would instantly 
have conquered it : they were in fuch consterna- 
tion at the fuccefs of the Ghent men, that they 
were on the point of quitting the town, to fave 
themfelves in Haiaault, of elfewJiere, and bad 
made preparations for fo doing, But when they 
perceived the Ghent people did not come, nor 
had any intelligence refpecting them, they re- 
covered their coura|;c. The knights who wer^ 
there> fuch as fir John Bernage, Or Thierry, du 
Ban, find fir Fleuriant de Heurl^e, guarded and 
comforted them, until the arrival of fir Damos de 
Haluin, who was fent thither by the earl, as t 
shall relate when I come to that period. 

No people ever behaved themfelves^ better to- 
wards their enemies than the men of Ghent did 
to thofe of Bruges, nor conducted themfelyos 
more gracioufly to a conquered town : they did 
no harm to any of the fmall tradefmen unlefs 
there were very strong accufations against 
them . 

"When Philip von Artaveld^ Peter du Boisand 
the other captains faw they were completely 
lAs^ters of the place, they iffiied out a proclama- 
tion in their name for all perfons to retire to 
their houfes, and that no one should 1>reak open 
^r pillage any houfe, nor be. any way instrumen- 
tal in raifing of^riots, under pain .of dea$h. 

They then inquired what had becomes of the 

earl: 
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t^arl : fome faid, he had left the town on Saturday 
night : others that, he was yet in Bruges, but fo 
clofely hid that he could hot be found. The 
captains of the Ghent army paid no great atten- 
tion to him J for they were fo rejoiced at their 
victory that they thought nothing of any earl, 
baron or knight in Flanders, and looked on 
themfelves as fo mighty that all the world muft 

obey them. , 

Philip von Artaveld and Peter du Bois confi- 

dered, that when they had quitted Ghent they 
had left it deilitute of all provifion, for there was 
neither com nor wine in the town : they inftant- 
ly detached a large party to Damme and Sluys 
to gain thofe towns, and the provifions which 
were in them, in order to fupply their fellow- 
citizens in Ghent. 

On the detachment arriving at Damme, the 
gates were thro^yn open, and the town with all 
in it furrendered. They ordered out of the fine 
cellars the wines of Poitou, Gafcony, and la 
Rochelle, and from other diftant countries, to the 
amount of fix thoufand tuns, which they load- 
ed 6n carriages andfent by land to Ghent, and 
alfo hy boats on the river Lis. 

They then marched on to Sluys, which inllant- 

ly fubmitted to thena and opened its gates. They 

foiind there great quantities of casks of com and 

flour, in ships and in the ftorehoufes of foreign 

merchants^ an^d having paid for the whole, fent 

it by land and wiater to Ghent. Thus was Gh e n 

delivered from famine, through the mercy of 

God. It could not have happened otherwife, 

well ought the Ghent men to remember it ; 

for 
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lor that God affiiled them is very clear, vvlien 
five thoufand famished men defeated forty thou-* 
fand, even before their own doors. They and 
their leaders ought to have humbled themfelvesj 
however they did not, but rather increafed their 
pride, infomuch that God was angered with 
them, and punished their folly before the year 
was expired, as shall be related in the courfe of 
this hiftory, for an example to the reft of the 
world. 

I was informed, and believe my authority 
good, that on the Sunday eveAing, wl\en it was 
dark, the earl of Flanders efcaped from Bruges. 
I am ignorant how he accomplished it, or if he 
had any afliflance, but fome I believe he muft 
have had. He got out of the town on foot, clad 
in a miferable jerkin, and when in the fields was 
^uite joyous, as he might then fay he had efcap- 
ed from the utmost peril. He wandered a bout 
at first, and came to a thorn bush, to confider 
whither he should go ; for he was unacquainted 
with the roads or country, having never before 
trayelled on foot. 

As he lay thus hid under the bush, he heard 
fome one talk, who by accident was one of his 
knights^ that had married a bastard daughter of 
his : his name was fir Robert Marefchaut. The 
earl, hearing him talk as he was passing, faid to 
him, * Robert, art thou there ?' The knight, who 
well knew his voice, replied ; ^ My lord, you have 
this day given me great uneafiness in feeking for 
you all round Bruges ; how were you able to 
efcape ?' * Come, come, Robert,' faid the earl : 
* this is not a time to tell one's adventures : endea- 
vour 
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Tour to get me a horfe, for I am tired with walk^ 
ing, and take the road to Lille, if thou knpweft 
it.* * My lord/ anfwered the knight, * I know it 
well/ They then travelled all that night and the 
morrow until early morn, before they could pro- 
cure a horfe. The firft beaft they could find was 
a mare^ belonging to a poor man in a village. 

The earl mounted the mare, without faddle or 
bridte, and travelling all Monday, came, towardi 
evening, to the caftle of Lille, whither the greater 
part of his knights who had efcaped from the 
battle of Bruges had retired . They had got off 
as well as they could -, fome on footj others on 
horfeback, but all did not fojlow this road : fojnc 
went by water to Holland and Zealand^ where 
they remained until they received better news, 

Sir Gny de Guiftelles was fortunate in getting 
mto a good fituation ; for he found the CQum 
Guy de Blois in (me of his towns in ZeaJwd* 
Who handfomely entertained him, a»d give hif» 
wherewithal to remocmt and equip himfelf^^g^in, 
retaining him with him as long q» ^e pfeofe tt> 
ftay. In a fimilar manner were thfs diHG^s^tod 
knights remounted by thofe Jords tp vfeew Aey 
had fled: they took ^reat compaffian on tlw», 
which was but Juftipe, ior uobiep wd gf^^ 

men ought to be aflifted tnd qpinfart^ by etdi . 
other, . 
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TH6 CONDUCT Of THE GHENT MEN AT BRUGfcl 
—ALL THE TOWNS IN FLANDERS SURRENDER 
TO THEM EXCEPT OUDENARDE. 

NEWS was fpread through all countries of th« 
defeat which the earl of Flanders and the 
city bf Bfuges had fuffered from Ghent. Many 
We^e rejoiced at it, more particularly the commoil 
people. Thofe in the principal towns of Brabant 
and the bishoprick of Liege were fo much coA- 
nected with them that they were the more pleaf- 
*d, k$ it Was partly their oWn concern. Thofo 
tf P^aris and Rouen were equally delighted^ 
tlKHigfa they dared not shew it openly. 

When pope Clement heard the news, be 
mufed awhile and then faid, that this defeat was 
A rod from God, to make the earl take warning, 
and that he had fent him this affliction,^ becaufe 
ht had rfebelled against him. 

Semeral great lords in France, and other cotin-' 
tri^, faid, the earl was not much to be pitied if 
he ^^red aKttle; for his prefumption was fiich, 
that ht neither valued nor tovedi any neighbouif*' 
nig lonl^ howeytt great, neithi^ king of France 
ntft other, If not agreeable to him; on which ftc-^ 
#<mnt ttiey Mi th« tefe for his drftreffes. Thtiii 



falls out; ^nd as the proverb fays, ^ On him to 

whom misfortune happens^ every one' turns his 

back.' 

The town of Louvain, in particular, shewed 

great joy at the victory of Ghent, and the mif- 

fortunes of the earl ; for they were quarrelUng 

with the duke of Brabant, their lord, who was 

inclined to make war on them, and pull down 

their gates ; but they thought he would do better 

to remain quiet. They publicly faid in the town 

pf Louvain, that if Ghent were as near to them 

as Bruflels, they would be clofely united. 

All thefe fpeeches were carried to the duke 

and duchefs of Brabant : but it behoved them t<» 

fliut their eyes aind ears, for it was not the 

moment to notice them. 

The Ghent men, during their refidence at 

Bruges, made many innovations. They refolved 

to level two gates and the wall?, and to fill up 

the ditches with them, that the inhabitants might 

be disabled from rebelling* They alfo determined, 

when they marched away, to take with them five 

hundred, of the principal citizens to Ghent, to 

keep the town in greater fear and fubjection. 

Whilft the leaders were thus employed in dcj- 

firpying the gates and walls, and filling the ditches, 

they fent detachments to Ypres, Courtray, Ber^ 

gues, CaiTel, Poperingue, Bourbourg, and to 

aU, the towns and caftles, in Flanders, on the fea- 

cpaft, and dependant on Bruges, to place them 

under their obedience, and to bring or fend the 

keys . of the caftles and towns, as a token of their 

(nbmiifion. All obeyed ^ for none daiied to op- 

pofc 
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pofe them : and ^ according to the fummoiui^ they 
waited on Philip von Artaveld, and Peter du Bois 
at Bruges. Thefe two ftiled themfelves com- 
manders in chief in their proclamations; but 
particularly Philip von Artaveld, who took the 
lead in the government of Flanders, and, during 
his refidence at Bruges, kept the ftate of a prince. 
He had his minftrels daily to play before him at 
his dinners and fuppers ; and was ferved on plate, 
as if he had been earl of Flanders; Indeed he 
might well live in this magnificent manner, for he 
had poflefTed himfelf of all the plate, both gold 
and filver, that had belonged to the earl, as well 
as the jewels and furniture of his apartments, 
found in his palace at Bruges, whence nothing 
had been faved. 

A detachment of the Ghent men was fent to 
Marie, a handfome houfe belonging to the eari, 
fituated half a league from Bruges, where they 
committed all forts of outrages. They deftroyed 
the houfe, and broke the font at which the earl 
had been baptifed ; and^ having laden on carts 
every thing that was precious, of gold, filver or 
jewels, fent them to Ghent. During a whole 
fortnight, there were upwards of two hundred, 
carts daily going and returning from Bruges to 

Ghent with the immenfe pillage which Philip von 
Artaveld and the Ghent men had made by this 
conquefi of Bruges; the value of which was fo 
great, that it was difficult to eftimate its worth. 

When the Ghent men had done every thing 
they willed to the city of Bruges, tbey fent to 

Ghent 
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Ghent fire hundred of its principal citizens, to 
remain there as hoftages. Francis Atremen and 
Peter le Nuitre, efcorted ihem with a thoufand 
of their men. Peter du Bpis remained governor of 
Bruges, until rtie walls, gates and ditches, were 
completely levelled. Then Philip von Artaveld 
departed, taking the road towards Ypres ; where, 
on his arrival; he was met by all manner of per- 
fons, and received with as much honour as if he 
were their natural lord, who had come, for the 
firft time, to view his inheritance. 

All fubmitted to his obedience. He renewed 
the powers of the mayor and flieriffs, and estab- 
lished new laws. Then came thofe of the castle- 
wicks, beyondYpres,Caffel, Bergues, Bourbourg, 
Furnes, Poperingue, who fubmitted to him, and 
fwore allegiance and homage, as to their lord^, 
the earl of Flanders. 

When lie hadfiilly a'ffured himfdf of their iub- 

miffion, and had remained eight days at Ypres, 

lie departed, and went to Courtray, where he 

was received with great joy. He continued there 

five days, and Tent his Tummons to the town of 

pudenarde, ordering the citizens to come and 

Tubraiit themfelves to Tiim^ for they rilked mucli, 

feeing the whole country had tun^ to Ghent, 

Vhite they ulone remained behind. The mdflfen- 

^rs Elfo tdld 'them TpfeiDdy, -that if they -did not 

*do *as the dthersWd done, they might depend 

on 'having ihetown instantly' b^^eged; und-^btft 

*rtte ifege ^otfld ttot l»e brdken up until it 

^ere cotttpiered, and slljl put to^the fword* - 

When 



yfhm this {umibdnB was bitmglit td Oad%« 
flarde, the governor, fir Damos de Halluin^ wkA 
iihfiifit, and only the three knights before men-* 
tioned in the place^ They replied, with warmth^ 
^ That Ihey were not -to be fl'ightened by the 
ffi^Fiaeed of the ^on of a brewer of Metheglin^ 
and that they would not, and could not, fur^ 
re^defr, or any way diminifh, the inherita;tice of 
iSheik lord, the earl of Flanders, bui would! guard 
lind defend it with their lives/ This was the 
liufwer the meflengers carried back to Courtraya 

CHAR X5i. 

/ 

.^ 
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MILIP VOJJ ARTAVMJD, OK H18 REWRN TO 
GHENT, LIVES IN GREAT POMP.— THE EAMCi 
OP FLANDERS RESIDES IN LILLE. 

WHEN Philip heard from the ^rrifbil dl - 
Ottdenarde^ that they neither cared for 
l&ta ndr for his menaces^ he fw0r6» that whater^ 
it tnigHt coft the eountiy of Flanders^ he wotild. 
not aMend to any thing until he had taken and 
need t& the ground the town of Oudenapfde* 
He was griatty enraged^ and thought he might 
e$£iy ^ccotiip^{h his threes i iot all Flanders 
Wtts inclined to ferve him. 

After ^ Mfidence of Us: da3rs ftt Courtray^ 
where he renewed the laws, and receired thiie 
koifiage and allegiance of eif0tj oti^; juit ds if 

V««VL I h0 
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Hb h^hteti earl of Flanders/ he retttrn^d ttf 
Ghent. There came out a grand proceifion ^ 
meet him, and with fuch'joy that the earl, j;beir 
lord was never received fo honourably. The 
pec^le adored him as If he had been th^ir god, 
becaufe, through his advice, their town enjoyed 
. fuch power and wealth. It is impoflible to tell 
the vaft quantities of valuables which c^e thn 
tber by land and water from Bruges, Damme 
and Sluys. The bread, which three weeks be- 
fore was fold for an old groat, was iiow n()t 
worth more than four farthings. The wine 
which was at twenty-four groats, was now fold 
for two. All things were much cheaper at 
Ghent than at Tournay or Valenciennes. 

Philip von Artaveld, like a great prince, kept 
a magnificent eftabliihment of horfes^ smd W9S 
as grand in his hotel, as the earl pf Flanders was 
at Lille. He had his officers throughcmt Flan- 
ders, fiich as bailiffs, governors, receivers and 
ferjeants,*wh6 evfery week brought confidcrubfe 
fums to Ghent, where he kept his ftate, and was 
clothed in fcarlet robes lined with fiirs, like thfc 
duke of Brabant or earl of Hainault. He had 
>alfoliis exchequer-chamber, where themonqr 
-was paidi like to the earl ; and he gave dinnen^ 
Jahd fuppers to the ladies and damfeb of Ghenw 
ias the earl ufed to do ; and, like him, was not 
more fparing of his money where his {rfeafiii^ 
.were concerned. When he wrote, he fi^^ 
Imafelf Philip von Artaveld, regent of Fland^m- 

Pijirittff thi5 time, the earl of Flandcrsr wh^ 



^ tended at Lille^ had reafon to he^thoiightfnl^^ 
feeing that his country was more than ever in r^ 
bellion againft him^ and that irom himfdf alone 
he had not any hopes of recovering it ^ for aU 
the towns were fo much connected with each 
.other that they could never be fepi^tited but by 
.a very fuperior force* The whole country no 
more fpoke of him5 nor acknowledged him for 
.their lord, than if he had nev^ exifted. He noir 
remembered his connection with the duke of 
Burgundy, who had marned the lady Margaret 
.his daughter, by whom h^ had two fine children. 
He faid he was happy king Charles was; dead^ 
and that^ there was a young king in France 
under the guardianfhip of his uncle the duke 
of Bui^ui^dy^ who would manage and govern 
him according to his inclinations. It will be 
th^efore natural for the kjng of France, as t 
ihould fuppofe, to be enraged againft my, rebels 
lious fulgects^ for be has good indinationA, and 
is defirous of ^ fignaliiing himfelf in arms. The 
duke of Burgundy will eafily induce him to do 
fo, wh^ he explains to him their infolent pjride^ 
and that he is bound to a£tift his vafTals when 
their fubjects rebeL 

But fome imagine the king wout4 not have in^ 
.terfered in the matter, if it had not been for the 
intrigues of the duke of Burgiindy i for^ if no- 
thing had been done, he would have amoiexed 
Flanders to the Crown of France by fome means 
or other; for the earl of Flanders was not enough 
In his favour to induce him to exert himfelf in 
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iiis aid. W« wift, howfevei- drop at pfefent ihU 
ttrbjecttihlrl the proper timie come, and fpeakcrf 
ihe earl 6f Flanders' conduct in lille. 

After hislate great dilfcomiiture before femges^ 
he ItaxTti that fir Thiefri du Ban, fir Tleuraht dtt 
Hiiirlte and fiir Jx)hn Bernage, had entered Oude-* 
xiarde,' and kept poffeffioii of it ddring all the 
events which had followed the defeat at Brugeg. 

knew that thefe knights were not in fuf- 

ficient ftrength to oppofe the force of Flanders^ 
if theyiflioiild lay flege to it, as it was expected 
ihey would ihftantly do. In order to reinforce 
•and victual it, he called to him'a knight, named 
fir Dahid dfe HalujTi*^ and faid to him > ^ Danid> 
you will go to the towh of Oudeniarde: I ap^ 
jKxint yota. hi governor, and yoii shall take with 
fbvL one hundred and fifty lances, good men at 
iarais^ one hundred crofs-bows, and two hundred 
ittfty vartets with pikes and shields* You wfl 
becafeful of 1^ garrifon, fori give it loyalljf 
into your charge ; and haften to victual it with 
i?o^n, oats, falted meats, and wines from out 
|;ood fiiend& and neighbours in the town of 
Tournay, who I triift will hot fail us in thii 
itrgent neceffity/ 

* My lord,* replied the khight> * yourordere 
ifeati be dbeyed ; and I accept the guard of the 
town of Oiidenarde, fince it pleafes you to com- 
Ittand ja^* No accident feall happen to ft 
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* toaniel de Haluyn. This muft be the J)erfoi whom he( 
Wore csdli Damos^ atod Psimaux de Hatuin. 

through 



Itirmigii any feult of mine.' . ^ Daniel/ faid Hit 
iteri, f you comfort me mucit by what you fay/ 
Upon this, fir Daniel de Haluyn took leav* 
eS the earl and went to Qudenarde, which bm 
Reinforced with good men at arms, Tictualled • it 
^gain^ and made every other neQ^flaiy preparSfii 
$ion, 
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CHAP. XXI. 

>HBLIP yoN ARTAVELD AND THE GHENT UESf 
lAY SIEGE TO OUDENARDE. 

fHIUP^ who refided in Ghent, hearing th^ 
the garrifop of Ou4enardc had been reint 
forced with men at anns^-f^id he would provide 
a n^9iedy, for fuch things were pot to be fufferf 
iBd: it was ^ difgr^ce to all Flanders that thndt 
town fliould continue thus difobedient* He de^ 
clared he would lay fiege to it, and never march 
away until he had deibbyed It, and put to[death 
^ail who ihauld b^ found withiu^ knight^ W^ 
others. He iifued his fummons through Flaiv* 
ders, for every ««ie to be reqdy prepared before 
Oadenarde on the 9th day of June. None ds^red 
difo^y this fummons: thofe in the principal 
timns of Flanders, of the Francpnate ar^dpf 
•%ug€s, made themfelves r«ady, and came be.- 
ibre Oudimarde, where tl^ey extended themfelyqg 
in the fields, meadows and marfhes thereabouts* 
-FhiUpy by whofe orders every thing was done^ 

!iy«d in gr^ ^t» b^fe pyejftSH4^f .j 

During 
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; l!)aritig this tinie^ he laid a tax tfarotighdut 
TJanders of four groats on every fire> which wem 
to be paid weekly, by all perfons indifcripii- 
naJtely. Philip gained large fums by this tax, 
§ar no one was exempted. He had his feijeants 
in all parts of the country, who made both tick 
land poor pay it, whether they would or not. 

It was faid there were iipwards of a hundred 
thoufand men at this fiege bfX)udenarde. The 
Flemings drove into the river Scheld large ftakesy 
fo that no veflels could come from Tournay to 
Oudenarde, whilft they had in their army plei^ty 
of every thing neceffaryi They had halls for 
cloth, furs and merceries: every Saturday was 
the market, to which were brought from the ad- 
jacent villages all forts of groceries, fruits, but- 
ter, milk, cheefe, poultry, and other things. Itt 
their army there were taverns as plenty as at 
Bruflels, where Rhenifh wines, and thofe of 
Trance, Galrigache^*, Malmfeys and other fo^ 
reign wines were fold cheap. Every one might 
jgo thither, and pafs and repafs, without perils 
that is to fay,^ thofe of .Brabant, Hainault, Ger^ 
'many and of Liege, but not thofe of France. - 

When fir Daniel de Haluyn entered Oude- 
narde, he laid in all hicf preparations of llores and 
provifion, which were equally divided among the 
garrifon, each according to a .fixed ration. All 
•*the horfes were fent away, and^tbe1iou|es near 
the walls pulled down, and coyered with e^MrtJ^ 



f iialrigaches,— a fort of (feong^ wbile wine, cj liq^ioff^ 



lis 

Hto guard againfi the cannon, of which the endtnj 
liad abundance. The women and children who 
remained (for many were fent away) were lodged 
in the churches and monaileries. No dog wa$ 
left in the town, but all were killed and thrown 
into the river. ' 

The garrifon made many gallant fallies, both 
tnomings and evenings, doing great execution 
to the army. There were among others tw6 
Quires from Artois, brothers, called Lambert 
and Trifian de Lambres,'who frequently per^ 
formed very gsUaOt dceda of arms, bringing 
back with them provifions from the enemy, whe- 
ther they would or no);, and even prifoners. 

Thus they remained the whole fummen l€ 
was the intention of Philip and his council t<> 
continiie until they (hould flarve them out ; for 
it would goft them too many men were they to 
^tteiKipt to carry it by ilorm, They with much 
labour placed on the hill of Oudenarde a prodi- 
gioufly great engine, twenty fee% wide and forty 
long, which they called a Mutton, to caft heavy 
itones and beams of timber into the town, and 

• crufh every thing they fhould fall on. They had 
alfo, the more to alarm the garrifon, fired m 

* bombarde of a very great fize, which was fifty 
feet in length, and (hot ftones of an immenfe 
weight. When they fired off this bombarde, it' 

-might be heard five leagues oflFinthe day-time,^ 
« and ten at nigHt. The report of it was fo loud^ 
' that it feemed as If all the devils in hell had. 
^ broken loofe. - i 
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The Ghent men made likewife another e^r 
gine, (which they pointed againft the town^ t^ 
caft large bars of hot copper* With fuch ma« 
i;:hines, a^ cannons^ bombardes^ fows and mut* 
tons, did the Ghent army labour to annoy the 
garrifon of Oudenarde. They, however, com-' 
^r^ed each other as well as they could, and de- 
fended thenifelves againft thefe attack^. They 
joaade faUies three or four times a- week, in which 
they gained more honour than difgrace, aij^dalfo 
«ore |)ro4t than lofej, 
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CHAP. XXII. 



A I^ETACHMENT OF THE GHENT ARMY FROM BE- 
FORE OUDENARDE, IN OVERRUNNING THE 
lANDS OF THEIR LORD, BURN SOME VILLAGES 
ON THE FRONTIERS OF FRANCE, WHICH CAUSES 
A WAR BETWEEN TQE KING OF FRANCE AJ^P 
THEM. 

WHILST the fiegeof Oudenarde was^oipg 
forward, eleyen hundred men left the 
army, with s^ determination to fcour the coun- 
try, and to ruin and deftroy ,the houfas of thofe 
knights who^ having quitted Flanders^ had efl** 
Wilhed themfelves, with their wives and families, 
in Hai^auli;, Bral?ant, a^d in Artois. They ac- 
complifl^ed their purpofe j for this detachme^t 
com^iitted great damage throughput Flinders, 
not leaving any houfe of a gentleman unhumt, 
QV ftanding. They then came ag^ij tp M^rJe, 

• die 
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the houCb of the earl^ and completely deftroyei 
it. They found there the cradle in which he hai 
been nurfed, and the bathing- tub in which hi^ 
had been waflied, both of . which they entirdy 
demoliflied, They pulled down the chapel^ 
carrying away with them the bell to Bruges^ 
where they met Pet^r dp Boi§, and Peter le 
^uitre, who entertained them well^ and told 
ithem they had performed good fenrices. 

When thefe men hsid refreshed theipfekei, 
they took the road to the bridge of WarneftoB, 
crofled the river Us, and came before Lillet 
where they deftroyed fome windmills ^id fetfire 
to c^her villages of Flanders. Upwards of four 
thpufs^d of the iiihabitants of Lille armed them-> 
fclveSj and fallied out on horfeback and on fool^ 
jpfter tl>efe marauders^ whom they foon overtocik* 
ilew many and feized others^ who hod aHerwards 
their heads ftruck off in Lille; but, bad they 
been Well purfued, not one of them would have 
^fcaped, Notwitbftanding this check, the ck* 
tachment from the jGhent army entered the 
country of Tomn^-y, where they did much mif» 
chief, and burnt the town of SecbliUi and fame 
of the adjacent villages^ which belong to the 
jkingdom of France, They then returned with a 
very confiderabje booty, , to the fiege of Oudf^ 
«»rj*e. 

News was carried to the duke of Bui^undy, 
gX Bs^aume in Artois, how the Ghent mten had 
pillaged and burntfome villages in France* He 
wrotte m dCQQunt of it to bis fover^ign* 

wht 
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/^v^ho at that time was at Compieghe, as weir hi 
to his brother the duke of Berry, to the duke of 
Bourbon, and to the king's council, that they 
might confider of it. The duke of Burgundy 

.wished not the Flemings to have acted other-^ 
wife 3 for he thought it would be now neceffary 
to call on the king for aid, otherwife his father^ 

^in4aw, the earl of Flanders, would never regain 
Jiis inheritance : befides, on every account, this 

. war exafperated him moft exceedingly, for he 

,was, in right of his wife, the heir of Flanders. 
The earl of Flanders refided at this moment 

: at Hedin. He there learnt that the Qhent men 

' had deftroyed his houfe at Marie, through fpitci 
to him, even the chamber wherein he was bom, 

. and had broken the font wherein he had been 
baptifed, with the cradle of his childhood, which 
was of filver. The bathing ^ tub wherein he had 
been washed was ' beaten to pieces and carried 
away. All this vexed him exceedingly, tt^hilft 

^ at HSdin he thought of different plans : for ht 
faw his country had turned againft him, except 

_ ' _ * 

'Dendremonde and Oudenarde, and no fuccodr 

to be looked for, but from France. ^ Having 

weighed well all circumfianees, he refolved to 

vifithis fon the duke of Burgundy, who lived at 

^ Bs^aume, and explain. to him his fituation. 

He departed from Hedin and went to ArraiR* 

Vhere he repofed himfelf two' days. On the 

■ morrow he came to Bapaume, and difmounted 

at the hfitel of the (iounts of Artois, which was 

lipw his <mxii for, by the death of his lfldf-m<>- 
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ther, he was count of Artois. The duke of 

Burgundy took much compaiTion on him, and 

comforted him kindly, when he had heard his 

complaints, faying, ' My lord, by the faith I 

owe to you, and to' the king, I will not attend 

to any thing but the recovery of your country. 

You shall be repoifeffed, or we will lofe the re- . 

mainder ; for it is not to be fuffered that fuch a 

€ei of fcoundrels as are now in Flanders should 

govern that country, as in that cafe all .knight- 

;hood and geqtility may be deftroyed .and pulled 

llown, apd confequently all Chriftianity/ 

' The earl of Flanders was much confoled by 

^he duke engaging to aflUl hiip, He took les^ve 

pf him, and went to tjie pity of Arras. At this 

^^ime, he held in prifon upwards of two hundred 

perfons from the chief towns 'm Flanders, whq 

had only brp^d and" water foy food j and every 

day they were threatened tq. lofe their h^adsu 

.When the earl returned to Arras, he gave them 

'^1 their liberties, in honour of God and th^ 

Virgin ; for he found, from what had paffed in 

Flaaders qfter- th^ir imprifonment, that they 

were not any way to blame. He made them ^U 

i^^wear to be true^p^tid loyal to him, and then gav§ 

them money to carry them to Lille or Douay, 

,or wherever elfe they pleafed. The earl gained 

.^uch popularity by this meafure. He then left 

^ras^ an4 returned to Hedip, 
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CHAP. X:3tlIL 

yHE'DUKE QP BURGUNDY INSTIGATES HIS N|5, 
PHEW KING CHARLES TO MAKE WAR ON GHENT 
AND ITS ALLIES, AS WELL IN REVENGE FOR 

. THE BURNT VILLAGES AS TO ASSIST IN THB 
EECOVERY OF FLANDEjKS FOR TIJE EA|IL^ WHO 
WAS HIS VASSAL. ; 

THE duke pf Burgundy was not forgetful oi^ 
the engagements he had entered into with 
fcis lord and father the earl of Flanders. He fet 
out frcnn Bapaume attended by fir Guy de la, 
Trimouille and fir John de Vienne, admiral of 
France, who were very defirous the earl ihoul4 
\>e afTifted.' Thefe two were the principal per-? 
fohs of his council. . They continued their joufr 
pey until they arrived at Senlis^ where the kinff 
was with his two uncles of Berry and Bourbon. 
He was received with joyj^ and then was afked 
what w^s the newis in Flanders, ?ind how the 
fiege of Oud^narde was going on. The duke of 
feurgui^dy made very prudent replies to thefe 
iirft queftions of the king and his uncles; but 
when he found an opportunity, he drew his brot 
ther the duke of Berry afide, and explained ta 
him how the Ghent men, in the infolence of their 
pride, were endeavouring to be mailers every 
where and to deftroy all gentlemen; that they 
had already burnt and pillaged part of the king- 
dom of France, which was much to the prejudice 
and di (honour of the realm^ and ought not to b% 
patiently borne^ 



*Tair brother/ faid the duke of fierry, * wft 
•will talk to the king on this fubject : you and 1 
are the principal of his council. The king being 
made a party, no one will attempt to thwart 
-tour inclinations in' fomenting a war between 
France and Flanders, which have hitherto beeii 
at peace with each other: it will be proper we 
give fome good reafons for it, and that the barons 
of France be of our opinion ; otherwife we may he 
blamed and the fairit thrown on us ; for the king 
is young, and every one knows that he will do 
whatever we (hall tell him or advife him* If it turn 
out fuccefsful, it will be pafTed over j bilt, fhould 
it be otherwife, we fliall be charged with it, and 
liiu>ch more blamed, and with reafon^ thstn any 
of the other counfellors. Every one will fay, 
. * See how badly the king's uncles, the dukes of 
Berry and Burgundy, have advifed the king; they 
have engaged the nation in a war in which it had 
uothihg to do,* I therefore fay, ihy fair lord, that 
we muft affemble the greater part of the prelatei 
and nobles of the kingdom of France, and lay 
before them, in the prefence of the king, who id 
perfonally interefted in this bufinefs, all the 
events which bear any relation to the inheritance 
of FlandeSrs : we fliall then foon fee what is th* 
|;eneral wish of France/ 

The duke of Burgundy replied, ^ You fay werf# 
tny fair brother, and what you have advifed 
ihall be done/ At thefe words, the king entered 
the apartments where his uncles were, with a 
ftdcon on his wrift : he was ilruck with the duke*^ 

laft 






ia^^ i^ords; and . faid with much good- humoaf^ 

* What were you fpeakiag of, my fair uncles,- b$ 

this moment with £omuch earnefinefs? I should 

* • • ' ■ ■. 

like to hear it, if it be proper for me to know/ 

* Yes, my lord,' anfwered the duke of Berry 5 

* for what we were difcuffing perfonally concerns 
you. Your uncle, my brother of Burgundy, has 
juft beert complaining to me of the Flemings: 
tbofe villains of Flanders have driven the earl 
their lord out of his country, and all the gentle-* 
men* They are now^ to the amount of a hun^ 
dred thoufand men, befiegiijg Oudenarde, under 
acaptain called Philip von Artayeld, an English^ 
man for courage, who has^fworn he will nevef 
break up the (lege until he has had his will on 
thofe of the town, unlefs you shall force him to 
it. This refervation he has made.- Now^ what 
do you fay to this ? will you dffift your coufm of 
Flanders to regain his inheritance, of which 
peafants^ in their pride and cruelty have depriv* 
ed him?' 

*By my faith, my dear uncles/ replied th^ 
Jking, * I have a very great inclination fo to do^ 
and in God's name let us march thither. I wish 
for nothing more than to try my ftrength in arms, 
for never hitherto have I had armour on. It i? 
neceffary, therefore, if I wish to reign with ho- 
nour and glory, that I learn the art of war.* 

The two dukes, looking at each other, werf 
much delighted with what the king had faid ; 
and the duke of Berry added, — * My lord, you 
iave very properly fpok^n, and you are bound 



^o what you fay ; for the country of Flanders i^ 
ft dependance on the d(»nain of France; and you 
have fvvorn, and we alfo for you, that you will 
fupport in their rights your vaifals and liege 
men i the earl is alfo your coufin, you therefore 
owe him affection* Now, lince you are in fuch« 
^ood inclinations, do not change them, but fay 
the fame to all who shall fpeak to you on this 
f ubject 'y fot we will affemble in hafte the pre- 
lates and barons of your realm, and in your pre- 
lence lay before them this bufinefs. Do you 
fp^ak your mind then, as clearly and as loudly 
as you have done to us, and they all will fay 
we have an enterprifing and well-intentioned 
king/ 

* On my faith, my fair uncle, 1 wish every 
thing were ready for us to march thither to- 
morrow; for from henceforward the greateil 
pleafure I shall have will be to abafe the pride 
of;thefe Flemings/ 

The two dukes were well pleafed at hearing 
the king thus fpeak out. 

The duke of Bourbon now came, having beea 
fent for by them; and they related to him all 
you have heard, and how eager the king was to 
march to Flanders, with which he was much 
pleafed. 

Things remained in this ftate. The king and 
his uncles wrote letters to all the lords of the 
CQuncil, ordering them to come to Compiegne on, 
a certain day, when there would be a council held 
•n the affairs of the realm. Every one obeyed, as 

wa» 






llWki"^ rigtit ; Wt t^e king was fo tnucTi rejoiced ^ 
what he had heard, and fo much occupied was 
his tnirid with this fubjecJt, that nothing could put 
it out of his head. He frequenttjr faid, * The 
council would be too tedioits to accomplifli the 
bufinefs well ; adding, thatVhert any one wiflies 
to perform an enterprife fuccefsfuUy, delibera- 
lions Ihould not be too long 5 for at lait the ene- 
my gains information of it/ He alfo faid, when 
they laid before him the dangers that might hap* 
peh, * Yes, yes J nothing venture, nothing gain/ 
In"this manner did the young king of France con- 
rerfe with the knights and fquires of his chamber. 
I will now relate to you a dream which he had at 
ihis time at Senlis; and from which he took a fly- 
ing hart for his emblem, as I was then informed. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

CHARLES THE SIXTH, KING OF FRANCE, FftOM 
A DftEAM, CHOOSES A FLYING HAUT FOR HB 
DEVICE. ' - 

IT happened that during the refidence 6f the 
young king Charles at Senlis, as he was fleep- 
ing ill his bed, a vifion appeared to him. H^^ 
thought he was in the city of Arras, where, untu 
then, he had never been, attended by all the flow-- 
er of knighthood of his kingdom 5 that the earl of 
Flanders came thefe to him, and placed on hi^ 
wrift a mcfft beautiful and elegant pilgrim*fafconi 
feyf ng, * My lord, in God's name, 1 give this falcoii 
.to you, fdr the b^ft that was ever feen, the moft w* 

defatig«*J* 
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defeitigable hniitef , and the moft 6X<jfelIent ftrik* 
er of birds.' ' The king wai mnch prleafed with 
-the prefent, and.faid, * Fair ctrufm, I give yotr 
my thanks.' He then thouglit he turned tx> the: 
conftable of France, who was near liim, attd 
faid, * Sir Oliver, let you and I go to the plains, 
4nd try this elegant falcon which my confln of 
Flanders has given me.' When the conftable 
tofwereu, * Well, let us go/ Then each mount- 
ed their horfes, and went into the fields, taking 
the falcon with them, where they fottnd plenty 
of herons to fly him at. The king faid, * Con- 
ftable, caft off the falcon, and we (hall fee how 
he will hunt.* The conftable let him fly, and 
the falcon mounted fo high in the air, they 
could fcarcely fee him : he took the direction 
towards Flanders. * Let us ride after my bird,' 
faid the king to the conftable : • for I will not 
Jofe Kim/ The conftable affented, and they 
rode on, as it appeared to the king, through a 
Targe marfh, when they came to a wood, on 
which the king cried out, * Difmount, difmount : 
we cannot pafe this wo6d on horfeback.* They^ 
then difmounted, when fome fervants came 
and took their horfes. The king and the con- 
ftable entered the wood with much diflpiculty, 
dnd walked on until they came to an extenfire 
heath, where they faw the falcon chafmgherons, 
and ftriking them down; but they refifted, and 
there was a battle between them. It feemed to 
tTie king that his falcon performed gallantly, 
dnd drove the birds before him fo far, that her 
loft fight of Ittm. This much v^ed the king, 
'V0I.VL K as 
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ts^weU as the impoflibility of following himj.^ 
and be faid to the conftable, ' I shall lofe mj, 
fUcon, which I shall very much regret ; for I 
have neither lure, nor any thing elfe to call hiia 
back.' Whilft the king was iiithis anxiety, he 
thought a- beautiful hart, with two wings, ap-* 
peared to iflue out of the wood, and come to 
this «heath and bend himfelf down before the 
king, who faid to the conftable, as he regarded 
this wonder with delight, ' Conftable, do you 
remain here, and I will mount this hart that 
offers himfelf to me, and follow my bird.' The 
confiable agreed to it, and the young king joy-" 
ftiUy mounted the hart, and went feeking the 
falcon. The hart, like one well tutored to obey 
the king^s pleafure, carried him over the tops of 
the higheft trees, when he faw his falcon llrik- 
ing down fuch numbers of birds, that he mar- 
velled how he could do it. It feemcd to the 
king that when the falcon had fufficiently flown, 
and ftruck down enough of the herons, he call;. 
ed him back, and iniiantly, as if well taught, 
he perched on the king's wrifl;, when it feemed 
to him, that after he had taken the falcon by 
its lure, and given him his reward, the hart fleW^ 
back again over the wood, and replaced the king 
on the fanie heath whence he had carried hiin» 
and where the conilable was waiting, who was: 
much rejoiced at his return* On his arrival he 
difmounted : the hart returned to the wood, and 
was no more feen. The king then, as he ima- 
gined, related to the coniftable how well the hart, 
kad carried him : that he had never rode fo eafy 
\ . ' ' hefQve 
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47feford in His life '; ^nd alfo the ^oodnefs of hk 
falcon, who had ftruck down fuch numbers of' 
hifds ; to all which the coiiftable willin^y lifti 
pned. The fervants then feemed td come after 
theni with their horfes, which; hatiilg mounts 
ed; they followed a magnificent road that 
brought them back to Arras; The king at this 
part awakened) mnch astonished at the viiion 
he had feen^ which was fo imprinted on hisme-^ 
mory^ that he! told it to fome of his attendants 
who were waiting in his chamber^ The figured , 
of this hart was fd agreeable to him ^*^ that he 
t^ould not piit it out of his imagination ; an4 
this was the caufe why, on this expedition to 
^andfers agaihft the Flemings, he took a flyihjf 
hart for his device; 



CHAP. XXV. 



DURING THE SIEGE OF OUDENARDE;, THE RE- 
BELS ENTREAT KING CHARLES TO MAKE 
P^ACE BETWEEN THEM AND THE EARL OF 
FLANDERSi — THE KING ANSWERS THEM WITH 
CONTEMPT.— THEY THEN ENDEAVOUR TO 
i)RAW THE ENGLISH INTO AN ALLIANCE WITH 
THEM. 

PHILIP voh Artaveld/althoiigh he had b^il 
very fiiccefsful at the battle of Bruges, and 
tSiough fortune had fmil^d on hitn at his defeat 
of the earl and the citizens of Bruges, poffefled' 
not any abUities for wai^ or fi^ge^ ^ When young 
he had ndl been edilc3*ed for it^ but in fifhingf 
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^th a rod in thd rivers Sohel^ and "Lis; wad he 
idearljr ^saved his incapdcky dwiagtbe 6eg€ ot 
Oudehanle. .He knew not hem to take tb# 
imim, and, tkrcmgh pmde and prefiimptiou; 
thought that it ipuft he \^s, and tkat ike inhabit 
faiits oiight to oame and furoeoder it to him. 
The5jr had m> fuch iacliaatkxii ; imt be)|aved 
tkemfdves hke valorous men, (kmmihmg fref 
qiiently with> thefe Fkmings at the baxHeis, in 
which they flew many and vrauaded moTe^ an4 
thep retired without lofs into H^i&v town. 
' Itt the(e MWeSy Lambert de Lamhnsa, Triftaa 
bis brother, ipid the loud de LaneUif[en, gained 
l^at renoipi. 

The Fiesnings obfecving that tilie ditches of 
Oudenarde were wide and ftdl of water, and 
that they could not approach the place but with 
great peril, refolved in counfel to collect quan- 
tities of faggots and ftraw to fill them up, to 
enable them to come near the walls and engage 
hand to hand. As it had been ordered, fo it 
was executed ^ but the garrifon held what they 
were about cheap, and faid, that if there were 
no treafon between them and liie townipeople, 
they were not alarmed for the event oif the liege. 
However, fir Daniel de Haluyri, the governor, 
to prevent any mifconduct, had kept the citi- 
^^m:^(> VPUiph iinder i^&ximmi^ that they hs^ 
iM>t ajay p^^ whfttewa: i and he had ftactlf 
€ffd^r^« ^h^ nqn^ <>f the iAha^tonidJs t^^^^ 
4^lft t9 9fc^ ^he w^,. fejr ^y or ittight, willv. 
out l^eir^ w^ov^^^ieA by ibmo of ifehe men at 
amiRS, :pt;feerwife^ ^f fcto^-they .laeoliM ri& thei 
19^ .^f their lives. : * ^ 
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Ib thie irisniter was the fiegc bocttiifued. Thfe 
Flemings had plenty of prdrifion in their araiy, 
#hich was brought to them by fea and la'nd^ 
Ad i^ell As down the FiVerst, lot they were lords 
of th4 ^hote of Flamdera. They wtrt rffo iwiBlr 
iih& counifies of Hc^Iand^ Zealtod> Braibiaiitp 
and apart 4>f Hainault^ the Inhabitants of U^hicl^ 
througtt arince of gain> inrirat^ly broughfetheh* 
^urnay proififion in quatltitiefl* 

This Philip Tdn Artareld bsA a coift*dga 
more like Eng]d!(h than French. He troold h^v^ 
fceeni gUtd if th6y had adhered itaore to the foiv 
andfi ftnd made stir alliafnce with England $ foi^ 
flipuM the king of France^^ or duke of Burgmv- 
djr^ march anr aifmy agaihft them to rfecor^ 
the cicmntry^ tbey vfdvld have been aififted^ 
Philip had already in his army twObundred 
fiBglFfli iirchers^t Who hsld fiotenf away ftom their 
gBrnfon at Caiais> and were paid etery w^k« * 

FhiKp-^' to put a better colour on his actions^ 
.md to know what they faid of him ia Franc^^ 
refohr^ to [£snd letters ftom' fahnfeif and from 
llie ooadtry of Flandl&rs, to th6 kin]g of France^ 
kafnfaly entreating; the kin^ to take this tronU^ 
of htinging^ about a found reccmciliation' be^ 
tweenthem aiid the earl their lord. He had no 
Ibonev iatotmfaedthisi ided than it! was executed : 
he wrote amicabW ktter^ to the king of Frtoc^A 
and to bis cotneil^, vThi^h he oafdered a ikieffeil* 
ger to carry to France and d^Mve^ ta the kifngl 
The hleffisnger faid he wonkl* wittingly obey^ 
md, rddd on witb tike l0tt«rs aniil her caniife to 

Senli«« 
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Senlis, where the king was, to whom and t^ 
his uncles he gave the letters. 

The king took them, and had them read in 
the prefence of his uncles and council. After 
they had been read and comprehended, the 
auditors burft out into laughter. The meifen'- 
ger, becaufe he had come into the king*s pre*- 
fence without a paiTport, was ordered to bi 
arreftcd and put into prifon, where he remaiiii- 
ed for upwards of three weeks. 
.. When Philip heard of this, he was very in^ 
dignant, and, having fummoned the captains of 
the army to him, he faid, — * You fee what hor 
nour the king of France pays to us, after we 
have fo amicably written to him, for which be 
detains our meffenger. We certainly make too 
many difficulties in connecting ourfehes with 
the Englifh, and, may fuffer for it. The duke 
of Burgundy is npw in France and governs thp 
king juft as he pleafes, for h« is but a child. 
Do you think that he will leave things in their 
prefent iituation ? Certainly not. Take for 
example our meffenger, whom he has detained. 
It will therefore be prudent in us to fend td 
England, as well for the general good of Flan" 
, ders as to fecure ourfelves and alarm our ene* 
mies. I am defirous,' faid Bhilip, (that we 
fend thither ten or twelve of our principle men, 
that the knowledge of it may be carried to 
France, and that the king and his council may 
think we intend to unite ourfelves with his ad- 
verfary the king of England. But I do not 



wifli fuch alliances to be made in a huity, nor 
at all if we were not thus circumfianced ; but 
i would that our ambafiadors ihould demand 
privately, of the king of England and hiscoun^ 
cil^ the fum of two hundred thoufand old 
ferowns, which we have a juft right to, and 
which Jacob von Artaveld, my father, and th* 
dates of Flanders, lent to the king of England 
when before Tournay, to pay his troops. Let 
them alfo tell the king of England, his uncl^ei 
;um1 his counfdlors, that the ftates of Flanders 
)n general, and the chief towns who made this 
loan, demand the repayment of it; and that 
when this &aU have been done, which the king 
of England is obliged to perform, he and his 
fubjects fti93l ha^e free entry into Flanders for 
the tiioie t6 come. It is much better,' added 
PhiUp5 ^ that we make ufe of vi^hat is our o^^n 
Ihaii that foreigners fliduld d6 fd ; and we ne\et 
can 4iave a better opportunity than now to get 
it back again, for the king and realm of Eng- 
land \till not hefitate to gain the entry, love and 
alliance of fuch a country as Flaiiders now is : 
befides, the Englilfa have not in the whole coai^ 
from BouFdeaux to Sluys any port, except Ca- 
lais^ Cherbourg and Breil, to gain entrance 
into France. Flanders, therefore, will open hie^ 
ports to them very opportunely ; for Brittany; 
excepting Brefi, is quite (hut againft them, and 
the duke of Brittany has fti^ore to be a true 
Frenchmail, which, if he were not, he would 
ib become, through love to his coufin-germacn 
the earl of Flanders/ ' 



All who t^eard him 9.nfwQred, tbaV ha ha4 
wall and wifely fpoken^ and wha( be hacl pro* 
piQ£^ ftioulxi b^ followed i and that whoever was 
oi the C9i>trar)r opinion was not a wellwUhei: to 
|ihj^ pirpfperity of Fkiad^rs,. 

Phiiipdid pot delay e:)(ecuting it; he wrot^ 
pa thi^ f^bjecit t0 Peter du ^is aod Feter le 
l^uitTQ, . gpvei W)r§ of Br^ges^ w^ alfo to tboli 
^f Yprofe and Cowtray,. wh^ agreed to his pro* 
pqij^i, One o^? two ^itkeiiji" were chofen from 
th^^pripcipal towns, but from Ghieiatfix:. Am0Dg 
th^ %ft wf^^ Frw^ia AtreBjrtsn, Rafle do la 
V^fd^lle^ I^QUJA d^ Vaux,, fir Johft Stot^Hir^^ 
Maftifi SlpDdel^Vatr^i Jacob Jtevna^e and/ a 
(:]^r^ who had Veeja nominated bishop of Gbei^t 
%y p^fi TJvhan, Malter John d*Albr^^ wJw 
had bequ d^an of the church of ow L#dy .at 
T9nr-nay> had propof^ed to msdij^ a bishopftirft 
9f the toMfQ( of Gb^t> wfadeb sho^M eii^jr tha 
lifofi^ tho h^hap of Tournay ontg^ tabamev. ^ 

Wh^n tifte, twelve citifisQn& had jrcweived their 
^ :ftill inflrij^twis as to wba* they were to. fey 
a^d do^ they took kave ofi tbek friondai, d^parfo 
^ from th^ fii^ge^pf Qiidenai^^ aad coi^ntiisd 
their journey until they aiirived at CaAaia. 8if 
J[ohn d'AlWenes*, the goYi^mor,, r eoeived them 
very politely, when he iwadecilood . they want» 
ed to go to £i)glandj^ aad provided them wiih 
fhips and ^oiibge^boatsk, Tl>ey remftined there 
only thr«e days, whea they emftacked, landed 
«| Dover> and) pmfned their road to IxuBudim* 



* Sir John d'Albrepsh Q,. 

At 
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AtftUe time this emhaffy from' Flanders af^ 
lived at Londoff, the king of England with hi4 . 
council, fir John Montague^ fir John But^ey 
and lir WilUam Beauchamp, were at Weiltmift-r 
^ter^ occupied in the inventing fir Pefducas 
d'Albreth with the whole barony of Chaumonfe 
in Gafcony, which had reverted tx> the king, 
for him to do with it as he pleatted^ aod I wili 
te)l you bo-w this happened* ' 

King Edward, ia former times; had given i% 
<fo fir John Chandoi^,. who had held it a& long at 
bye lived : after his. de&tb;i he had given it to. fie 
Thomas Felton. Now fir Thomas was latehf 
dead, and the barony had reverted to the king 
of England, Jt was improper it should long 
iieinain wltbgut a lord who would refide an the 
fpot ; for it joined the lands of the lord d'Albreth^ 
Y^ho at that period was b,. Iciyal Frenchman; 
The king's couxuril confidered that: fir Per-* 
ducajBi d'Albreth^ having fairthfiilly ferved the 
ikings of England^ Edward, Eiqhardt^ and the 
y^nce^ as weU as the country of tlie Bonrdelotj 
Ibc upwards of thirty years^ was weU defe^ving 
to hare this eftaite* which he would defend 
against any one. 

Sir Perducas . d'Albreth j onreedving thein^ 
veiiiture of the^ lands of Cbsuamont froia theit 
hands (^ the .king, in the prefeaee cf the nobles 
of England^, thus ^addreifed his majefiy : < Sirej|> 
I take and receive this inheritance for myfel^ 
and for my heirs, on condition that I and my. 
lieir faithfully ferve you agaiia^ aU mankind,, 
except againft the houfe of Aljbreth ; for againft 

that 
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that whence I am fprung, I will never mako 
war as long as my inheritance is left in peace. •^' 

The king and his council replied,—* In GddV 
namebeit fo j' and on thefe terrhs he was invefted.^ 

I will now relate what befel this fii' PerdHcas 
d'AIbreth. When he was returning to Gafcony' 
to take poffeffion of his eftate, and. the fenef- 
chal of Bourdeaux had given him feifih of the 
barony, the lord d'Albreth was much rejoiced r 
^r he knew his coufin would not make war 
tipoii him, and that the lands of Albreth anrf 
of Chaumont would re^nain in quiet. The lord 
d* Albreth lliewed much affection to Ws coufin^ 
lor he expected that after his deceafe he wpulcf 
be put inpofleiTion of fuch of his caftles as were' 
in the barony of Chaumont. But Perducashad^ 
not any fuch intentions. It chanced that he 
fell lick; and, when he A^as lying on his death- 
bed and faw there were no hopes of recovery^ 
he fummoned all his vaffals, and calling to him 
a young fquire and good man at armsj named 
Perduch*, faid to bim ; * I transfer to thee, itt 
the prefence of my vaflals, my whole eftate of 
Chaumont. Be therefore a true EnglHhmaft, 
and loyal to the king of England. But I will not 
."that againft the houfe of Albreth, whence we 
are fprung, thou (houldeft ever make war, unlefif 
they commit outrages against thee.' Th^ fquire 
cheerfully anfwered, * Sir, I wllingly accept it on 
,thefe terms.* Thus was Perduch d'Albreth lord 
of Chaumont in Gafcony. Sir Perducas died 
foon after, which is all I know about it. 

|J1J_L - • - — 

* Sala calls him ' Verdtiret de )a Brcth his nephew.^ 

CHAP, 
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CHAP XXVI. 

THE AMBASSADORS FROM GHENT FAIL IN FORK* 
ING AN ALLIANCE WlTfl ENpLAND- 

WHEN thefe Ghent men were come to Lon* 
don, their arrival was foon known, and 
information of it carried to the king and his 
council, who fent to them to know what they 
wanted. They came in a body to the palace trf 
Westminster, where they were met first by the 
duke of Lancaster, the earl of Buckingham^ 
the earl of Saliibury and the greater pari of the 
council ; but the king was not prefent at this 
firft interview. Thefe ambafladors having made 
their obeifances to the Engliih lords, the bifhop 
elect of GSient fpoke for them all, faying, * My 
lords, we ar^ come hither by ordere from the 
town of Ghent, and from all Flanders, to re- 
queft counfel, comfort, and affiftance from the 
king of England, on. account of certain, arti- 
cles, and for reafon of ancient alliances which 
fubiifted between England and Flanders. We 
wiih to renew them, as the country of. Flanr 
ders now ftands in need of afliftance, being' 
at this moment without a lord. The principal 
towns and the country have chofen a regent,- 
named Philip von Artaveld, who recommends 
himfelf particularly to the king, and to you all 
who are of his council. He entreats you to re*-' 
ceive this commendation in good part > for if 

th« 



^ 



t40 

the king fliall wifh to come into Flanders he will 
find all its ports open, and the country well 
difpofed towards him, where he may repofe 
and refrefli himfeif ai*d peopfe as long a time as 
-he (hall pleg^fe ; and he may call upon Flanders 
for one hundred thoufand men, all armerf. we 
are alfo ordered to requeft frorii you the two 
]uuidred tbou^d old crowijs^ which Jacolrvcm 
Artaveld, and the chief towns of Flanders,^ fdr- 
fRerfy lent to king Edward, of good mjenmryj at 
the fieges of Tourpay and c^ Cd.ais,' andi which 
they mow defire may be paid back. It is the in* 
tention of the principal towns iii^ FlanderSj^ tbst 
heioT0 any thimg further be daae in a treaiy of 
aUiaMe^ ijhh i^am- be |iaid do wn^ by li^lrielt m^^m 
the king 0^ England;^ and all* bis fubjectgy sftay 
' foy they are friends to the Flemin^^ ; an4 tbeJF 
Q^qH hme f^ee entrance^ at theif pleafu^ inii$ 
Flstodera.* 

WheiDs the' lords hs^ be^rdr this ipeedi andda* 
mand, they looked at eac^h- other^ m$ fosne- he* 
gan U>&mle* Th^ dake of Laneaft^r^r addiffdffiitg 
them, &i^> 'My fan* k)rds of Ylmdeti^ whM 
jfou" haye fmd re^piires c^unfeL Ga aM rejaiAi 
ta Londot^^ aind the king wifl e6niid<^ yo«ff fei* 
^ioefe, and iand you ibch a^fwerS' aa yon Hi^ 
bec^ntecrted with.' The G4)^t lAet^ repliedj, 
'God. will if be fa/ They thc» quitted the 
COttttcil chanlber, leaving the lords of the €©»»* 
«il behtiijd,, who began^ to^ laugh attnyilg tibei»* 
felves, and fegr, * Did yon notice tbefe Fl^rtiiogs* 

f Old; Cf crwfi6>— €«ea fmfih. feven flUfting* and Wi^^^ 
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;fxd teir the re<iueft they made^ They nik 
afl^ance, faying, they are in yery great want of 
it^ apd» bi^iides^ demand owr money. It is ^ 
po mi^ns reafoQable.that we fhould pay, audi 
itiUft th^ into the bargain.' They looiked on 
th^ Flemings as proud and prefumptuoqs, in 
thus demanding a debt of two hundred thoufand 
pld crowns of is> very micient a date as forty 
ye»rs. 

Nothing could have happened move oppoi> 
tunely for the king of France, who was eager 
to invade Flanders; for if the Flemings had been 
filent respecting thefe crowns, and had only re^ 
queAad affistance. from the king of England, 
ha would have gone in perfon to f landertSi «r 
would have ient thither fuch a powerful fopee^ 
toat the Flemings who were in the field might 
have refisted the greateft power on the eardi. 
But it feH out other wife, as you wiH bear re-* 
liEktedi in this history. 



CHAP XXVII. 



TJH,B MSaSfEpfiGER WHI^CB THE GHENT MEN HA^^ 

SENT TQ WNG CHARj(;.ES QF FRANCE IS DE- 

. W^ERJED FROM JRISON,— §0^E PRISONER* 

]^^0^ TOURNAY AND CQURTBAY AR£. EX^- 

CJ?(AN(?E1? FOR EACJ^ OTHER. 

JNTELLK5ENCE was .carried to the king'^^ 
cottncii in France, that Philiji von Artavelrfy 
a»d' the cousntry of Flanders, had fent arnbaffa- 
^tors to England to form an atlrance. And' it' 

waS' 
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tSrthniorily reported that the kiag 6£ Etiglaii^^ 
Vith a large army^ was about to come this fea« 
Um to Flatrdersji and that he would fix its quar- 
fero at Ghent; This hevvs was tery probable; 
for it was ta bd fuppofed the Flemings would 
ftreugthert themfelves by foraei means or other; 

It was then thought proper to liberate thel 
mefienger of Philip. Indeed^ to fay the truth, 
they had not any right to imprifon him. He 
was^therefor^ fet at liberty, and fent to Oude- 
narde where the army layi 

At this time the citizens of Bruges had feized 
an^iihprifoned fome from Tournay. The Flem- 
ings fhewed by this that they were indifferent asr 
to war or peace with the French^ Thofe of 
Xournay. in return^ captured fome citizens of 
Courtray^ whom they carried away prifdnefs to 
their town. Thus was the hatred increafed be- 
iween the men of Tournay and the Flenrtings. 

The lords of Tournay, howerer, who wifhed 
hot to iiiake war on the Flemings, their neigh- 
bours, on their own account, without receiving 
orders from the king of France^ refolved to fend 
two of their citizens to Philip von Artaveld to 
tfidke up matters between them, fo that they 
might recover their townfmen who tvere prifo- 
ners, and render back, in exchanges, thdfe 
whom they had taken. John Bon Ehfaht and 
John Picard were chofen to ffo on this bhfinefs. 
They went to the fiege before Oudenarde, and 
Ipoke with Philip, who^ in honour of the city 
of Tournay, and not out of any refpect to the 
king, of France^ as he told them^ received them - 
,. r very 
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.Very amicably : for the king had not ufed hh* 
nor the country of Flanders well, when he bad 
imprifoned a meffenger whom he had fent t6 
him on friendly terms. 

^ Sir,* replied the two citizens, * you have re- 
ceived back your meffenger.' * That is true/ 
laid Philip ; * but it was more through fear than 
otherwife. Now tell me,' added Philip, * what 
bufinefs has brought you hither? rSir,' an- 
swered the citizens, * it . is to have back our 
-townfraen who are imprifoned at Bruges.' ' Ha>* 
replied Philip, * if they are detained, you hav« 
alfo imprifoned fome from Courtray. You must 
hot lofe any thing for this journey, fo do yoa 
return. our fnen, and you fliall have yours.' 

The men from Tournay anfwered, * You lay 
well, and we will cheerfully confent to it.' The 
agreement was instantly made, and Philip vou 
ArtavelcJ wrote to Peter du Bois and to Peter le 
Nuitre, who refided in Bruges, to deliver up 
the citizens of Tournay wh©m they had throwu 
into prifon ; and that they wQuld have in ex-* 
change thofe who bad been detained from .Cour-, 
tray; for he declared the city of Tournay had 
written to request it. 

When they took their leave, Philip thus fppke 
to them, — * Gentlemen, mind my words : 1 do 
not wifti to betmy you ; you ^re from the town 
of Tournay, which is a dependance on, the king, 
of France, with whom we will not enter into* 
any treaty, until Dendremonde and Oudenarde 
{jiaJl be furrendered to us. Do not therefore, 
come hither again, for thofe who do will be de-, 

taiaed 
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tSitiifed. Advxte your countrymen andf mef* 
ebants not to jj^fs through Flandefs; for we 
well know, that the king of France, your lord, 
will make war on us, for which we are pre^ 
pared. 

' Thefe citizens of Tournay^ after having heard 
this fpeech, returned to Tournay to relate all 
that had paffed. A proclamation was made, 
that no one (hould have any intercourfe or deal- 
ings with the Flemings, without incurring the 
indignatioii of the king. The citizens of Tour- 
nay, who had been imprifoned at Bruges, re- 
turned; and thofe from Courtray were fent 
back. They dared not deal openly with the 
Flemings; but, when they wanted any mer- 
chandife from Flanders, they applied to Valen- 
ciennes ; for thofe of Brabant, Holland^ Hain- 
ault, Zealand and Liege^^ might travel. and carry 
6n their commerce through all Flanders with 
perfect fecurity. 

The fiege of Oudenarde still wfent on in the 
feme manner. ' Philip and his Ghent men were 
encamped on the hill of Oudenarde, on the 
fide of Hainault, where they had planted bom- 
bardes, cannons, and la.rge machines, which 
made fuch a noife when fired that they could 
be heard upwards of fix leagues. Near them, 
but below, on the banks of the Scheld, were 
encamped thofe from Bruges, as you afcendthe 
river by the gate of Bruges. Thofe of Pope- 
ringue, Ypres, CafTel and the Franconate, were 
quartered near them, fo that- they furrounded 

the town completely. 
' ' Oudenarde 
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Oudenarde bfeing thus fiirrounded, the Flem- 

• - 

ings thought they fliould ftarve thole within it; 
but the garrifon made frequent fallies, in which 
fometimes they gained the advantage, and at 
others loft it, as in fuch cafes muft happen. 
However, there were not any attempts made 
to ftorm it. Philip would not raflily rifk the 
lives of his nien, and faidhe would have it other- 
wife thg,n by ftorm ; and that it could not hold 
out much longer, fince. there was not a poffibi- 
lity of its being reinforced. A bird could fcarce- 
ly fly into Oudeharde without being feen by 
the befieging array, fo completely was it inveft- 
ed on all fides. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

» 

KING CHMLES ORDERS COMMlSSIONEfiS TO EN- 
TER INTO CERTAIN TREATIES WITH THE 
Fl;EMlNiGS. — THEIR MESSENGERS ARE IMPRI- 
SONED AT THE MOMENT THEY DEMANDED 
PASSEORTJS. . 

WE will now return to the king of France. 
His uncles and council thought it pru- 
dent to fend to Tournay fome knights and per- 
lates of the reialm to treat with the Flemings, 
and to learn more clearly their intentions.. They 
therefore ordered fir Milles de Dormans bifhop 
of Beauvis, the biftiop of Auxerre, the bishop 
of Laon, fir Guy de Harcourt and fir Triftan 
du Bois, to Tournay as commiflioners from the 
Vol. VI. L king 
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king of France, where they found John Bon 
Enfant and John^Picard, juft returned fromlhe 
fiege of Oiidenarde. They told thefe colnmif- 
fioners that Philip von Artaveld had declared to 
them, on taking leave, that the Flemings would 
never enter into any treaty until Oudenardeand 
Dendremonde were in their power. 

* Well,' replied the commiffioners, ' Philip, 
with all his pride and prefumption, of which he 
has enough, is not mailer of all the great towns 
in Flanders. We will therefore write to Ghent. 
Bruges, and Ypres, and fena to each town let- 
ters by a meffenger. We muft enter on this bu- 
finefs by fome means or other. 

The commiffioners wrote letters to the three 
principal towns in Flanders, and directed theiri 
to Philip von Artaveld as the chief leader. Thefe 
letters contained as follows : 

* To Philip von Artaveld and his compa- 
nions, and to the good people of the three towns 
of Flanders and the Franconate of Bruges. May 
it pleafe you to know, that the king of France 
has fent us hither with the good intentions of 
eftablishing a peace, as lord paramount, be- 
tween the noble lord of Flanders, his coufin, 
and th0 commonalty of Flanders. -Public re- 
port fays, that you feek to form an alliance 
with the king of England and the English; 
which will be unreafonable, and prejudicial to 
the kingdom of France, and which the king 
declares he Will not fufFer. We therefore entreat 
you, in the king's name, to fend us paifports, 
that we may endeavour to bring this peace to 

a good and folid conclufion\ for which the king 

• will 
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will thank you. You will write us word what 
are your intentions, and may the Lord kfeep you * 
Written at Tournay the fixteenth day of the 
month of October' (1S82.) 

When thefe three letters, which contained 
the fame words, were written and fealed, they 
gave them to three men, to cany to Ghent, to 
Bruges and to Ypres, and to bring back the 
anfwers. They replied, they would brirtg back 
an anfvver, if they could get one, and then de- 
parted, each following the road to the town he 
was fenl to. 

By accident, Philip happened to be at Ghent 
the day the meffenger arrived with his letter ; 
for otherwife thofe of Ghent would not have 
opened it in his abfence. When he had read it, 
he did nothing but laugh, and fet out foon after 
from Ghent, on his return to Oudenarde, car- 
rying the letter, with him; but the meffenger 
remained in prifon at Ghent. . 
^ When arrived at Oudenarde, he called to him 
the lord de Harzellcs and others of his compa- 
nions : having read to them the letter from the 
commiffioners, he faid,— * I think thefe French 
people wish to make a mockery of me and the 
country of Flanders. I told the citizens' of 
Toumayi when they were here the day before 
yefterday, that I would not liften to any pro- 
pofals from France, nor enter into any treaty 
which they might offer, until Oudenarde and 
Detidr^nonde were furrendered to us.' At thefe 
words, news came from the governors of Bruges 
and Ypres, that they had alfo received letters, 

L 2 and 
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and that the meflengers who had brought thefe 
letters were detained and lodged >in the town 
prifons. ^This is well done/ continued Philip. 
He then examined the letters for a while, and 
faid he would write himfelf to the French com- 
miffipners. He did fo, in confequence, and ad- 
dreffed them, * To the very noble and difcreet 
lords the commiffioners from France.' 



CHAP. XXIX. 

THE ANSWER OF PpiLIP VON ARTAVELD TO 
THE FRENCH COMMISSIONERS, WHICH HE 
SENT BY A PRISONER OF WAR FROM OUDE- 
NARDE. 

' "1 T^ERY dear and potent lords, may it pleafe 

^ you, in your noble difcretion, to know 

that we have received very Amicably the letters 

fent to us by the moft excellent lord Charto 

king of France, informing us that your very 

, noble lordfhips are come by his orders into thefe 

parts, to negotiate a peace between us and the 

moft noble prince my lord of Flanders and tht 

country of Flanders, and that the king afore- 

faid and his council have authority to bring it 

to a coijLclufion. as the citizens of Toumay> 

o dear and good friends, teftify to us by te** 

ters patent which we have feen. Now, ^ob^ 

the king writes to us, that* be is much difplM&d 

that thefe difcords have fo long continued *»** 

ftill 
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ftiU exift^ we are much furprifed that he ihould 
treat them fo lightly, as in former times> when 
the town of Ghent had befieged that of Oude- 
narde> we^ by the unanimous confent of the 
three great towns of Flanders/ wrote to him^ 
as to our fovereign Tord, to requeft that he 
would make peace with us^ but at that time he 
did not feem fo willing to do what at this mo- 
ment he is fo de&ous of. 

^ We have alfo received letters patent to fay, 

that twice you have written to us, and that you 

have come twice hither commiffioned by the 

king aforefaid, as is declared in thefe letters 

patent. But it feems to us, that in our anfwers, 

which we have fent, we have clearly explained 

our intention refpe^ting a treaty, which is, that 

we ate refolved no treaty (hall be entered into 

by us and the country of Flanders, until thofe 

towns and fortrefles which are (hut againft 

the towns and^ country of Flanders, and par- 

tieulady and exprefsly againft the good town 

of Ohent, of whieh we are regent, (hall be 

fhtown open to th^ will of us the regent and 

the geed town of Ghent ; and, if this be not 

done ,aa a pr^iminaryj we (hall not treat in 

'Ae man&er you requeft. For it feems to us, 

that the king, according to you, means to af- 

^EnUe a large army to a(fift his coufin our lord. 

We knew and feel that there are double deal- 

^*^g* g^n§ forwards at this time, as was the cafe 

fdf^eiiy. Our intention therefore is, to be on 

'fi»fe groiind and prepared for our defence ; for, 

if it (hould fa»tl out as we expect, he will find 

our 



150 

• 

our army ready to defend us againil our ene- 
mies; and we hope, through God's aflifiaQce, to 
be as fortunate as formerly in gaining a victory. 
* With regard to what you fay of public^ ru- 
mour, that we, or fome of our countrymen,, 
have fought an alliance with the king of Eng- 
land, and that we are to be aided from thence ; 
it is a truth that we are fubjects of the crown of 
France, and that the king is our lord para- 
mount, to whodi we are bounden in allegiance. 
This we ever have performed. And even in 
thefe laft days we fent him our letters, as to our 
fovereign lord, to entreat lie would conclude a 
peace, to which he not only made no reply, but 
detained and imprifoned our meffenger. This 
feems to us a blameable conduct in fuch a lord, 
and ftill greater in him, for we wrote > to him as 
to our lord paramount, and h< never conde- 
fcended to fend us any anfwer. Since therefore 
he has thus acted, we thought ourfelves juftifi- 
ed infeeking advantage for the country of Flan- 
ders from whatever perfons we pleafed, which 
has been the caufe of the embafly to England, 
but nothing hitherto has been concluded. The 
king may not therefore be too late, provided 
all the ilrong places ihall be laid open to us. 
Notwithftanding, we had forbidden thofe of 
Tournay, the laft time they came to our army, 
in future to dare to carry any letters or verbal 
meffage, without proper paffports ; yet letters 
and mefTages have been carried to Bruges and 
Ghent; for which reafon we have imprifonw 
the meffengers, and we will teach them not to 

carry 
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fiarry fuch letters, that others may take warning 
from their example. We know well that you are 
feeking to fow diflenfions among us, and efpeci- 
ally againil me, Philip von Artaveld, (whom God 
guard and preferve) and that you wifti to ftir 
up treafon where at this moment there is peace. 
We therefore warn you not to continue fuch 
practices, until the before mentioned towns be 
opened unto us, which, with God's help, they 
ftiall fliortly be, and to whofe protection we 
conmiend you. 

' Written before Oudenarde the 20th day of 
October, in the year 1382, Philip von Artaveld 
regent of Flanders^' 

When Philip had written the above, in the 
prefence of his council, they thought it could 
not be amended, and fealed it. They then con- 
fidered to whom they ftiould give it to carry. 
Philip aiked, ^Have we no prifoners from Ou-x 
denarde ?' 'Yes,' they replied, * we have a 
varlet who was taken yefterday in a (kirmifh, 
who is from Artois.' ' Send for him hither.* 
On his coming, Philip faid, * Thou art my pri- 
foher^and I tnay, if I choofe, put thee inftantly 
to death, but thou haft had a narrow efcape ; for 
fince thou art here thou ftialt have thy liberty,, 
on condition that thou pkdge thy trpth to carry 
thefe letters to Toumay, and deliver them into 
the hands of the king's counfellors whom thou 
wilt find there/ 

The varlet was never fo happy in his life as 
when he was promifed his liberty^ for he confi- 
dered his death as certain, and replied, * I fwear, 

my 
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my lord, on my troth, that I will carry them 
whitherfoever you pleafe, were it to hell.' Phi- 
lip, burftiug out into laughter, faid, * Thou haft 
well fpokeu.' He ordered two crowns to be 
given to hirti, and had him efcorted out of the 
camp, and put in the road to Tournay. 

When he arrived at Tournay they (hewed him 
the hotel of the bifliop of Laon, whither he went, 
and falling on his knees, punctually delivered 
his meffage to the bifhop. They afked him news 
of Oudenarde and of the befieging army^ when 
he told them all he knew. He was invited to 
dinner, and was, during dinner-time, clofely 
queftioned by the attendants of the bifhop. The 
bifhop of Laon went away, being unwilling to 
open the letters without his companions.' When 
the three bifhops and the knights were afTembled 
they opened the letters, read them attentively, 
and confidered them maturely. They then deli- 
vered their fentiments, faying; *This Philip von 
Artaveld feemeth full of pride and prefumption, 
and little loves the royal majefty of France.' 
Having confulted together, they added; *Thc 
provofls, jurats and council of Tournay know 
that we have fent to Philip and the towns of 
Flanders : it is juft they should learn the anfwer 
Philip has fent us.' ♦ 

They fent for the provoft, had the towTi-hall 
opened, and founded the bell which called the 
council together. When they were all afTem- 
bled, they read to them the letters they had re- 
ceived. The wifefl were aflonished at the pre- 

fumptuous exprefTions they- contained. It was 

refolved 
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refdved that copies^ of thefe letters should re- 
main at Toumay. The council then broke up, 
and every man returned to his home. 
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CHAP. XXX. 



PHILIP VON ARTAVELD WRITES AFFECTEDLY 
, CIVIL LETTERS TO TOURNAY. — THE FRENCIJ 
COMMISSIONERS RETURN TO THE KING. 

p)HILIP continued with the army ' before Ou* 
^ denarde, as you have before heard. He did 
not repent having fent fuch harsh and pointed 
anfwers to the commiflioners of the king of 
France, but was forry he had not written cajol- 
ing letters of civility to the provdft and jurats of 
Tournay, pretending 'to shew them honour, 
though he had very little refpect for them ; for 
he was not willing to increafe the hatred and ill 
will they bore him. 

Philip therefore wrote in manner and form 
following : the fuperfcription was, * To our ho- 
nourable, wife and good friends, the provosts 
and jurats of the good town of Tournay. 

^ V^ry dear and good friends, may it ple^tt 
you to know that we have received your letters, 
wherein mention is made of the two citizens 
of your town, ill intentioned carriers of letters . 
to Ghent and Bruges, from the commiflioners 
of the king of France, who have been arrested 
arid detained by us, and whom you entrdat to 
' be 
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be fet at liberty ; by which means the love and 
affection (which, through God's grace, fubfists 
between us) may be continued uninterrupted be- 
tween you and the country of Flanders. ^ This 
love, very dear friends, does not appear to us 
to be very great : for we have received informa- 
tion that the king of France, . the dukes of Bur- 
gundy and Brittany are affembling their forces 
to come to the affiftance of my lord, the earl, 
againfl the country of Flanders, to regain that 
country, and to fight with us, notwithftanding 
the letters which they have fent us to treat of 
peace and concord, which to us does not feem 
to be a conduct becoming fuch perfons ; and 
for which reafon we are upon our guard, and 
(hall continue fo henceforth day and night. 
With refpect to the prifoners, your townfmen, 
we (hall detain them until we know for a cer- 
tainty the truth of this affembling of forces, and 
until it (hall pleafe us to fet them at liberty. 
You know, that when your citizens were lately 
in Flanders feeking peace, it was then ordered 
that no perfon whatever fliould brin^ meffages 
or letters without a proper paffport. This how- 
ever is what the lords commiffioners, being 
with you, have done, in order to excite difcord 
and diffenfions in the country. We therefore 
entreat of you, dear friends, that you will not 
in future fend any of your citizens or towns- 
men to Flaiiders by order of thefe commiffion- 
ers. But if there fliould be any thing that we 
.can do, affecting your town or its citizens, we 
will attend to it in the fame manner as we 

fliould 
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Ihould wifli our affairs might be attended to by 
you, in whom we have the greateft confidence, 
fuch as good neighbours ought to have for one 
another. ' And it is the general intention of all 
Flanders, that merchants and merchandife pafs 
fafely from country to country, without fufFer- 
ing the fmaJleft injury. May God take you into 

his holy keeping ! 

* Written at our army the 22d day of Octo- 
ber, in the year 1382, Philip von Arta veld re- 
gent of Flanders/ 

Three days after the firft letter had been fent 
to the commiffioners from France, and while 
thefe lords were affembled in council in the hall, 
this fecond letter was brought by a varlet from 
Douay, who faid, that thofe who were before 
Oudenarde-had fent it to them. It was carried 
to the hall where the commiffioners were, and 
read and confidered at leifure. At length the 
commiffioners replied to thofe of Tournay, 
who requefted their advice on the occafion; 
* Cendemen, we would advife you not to have 
any acquaintance or dealings with the Flemings, 
for you will not be thanked for it in France. 
Neither receive nor open any letters which may 
come from them ; for, if it fhould be known in 
the king's council that you do fo, you will be 
blamed, and fuffer for it. Affairs will not long 
remain in the flate they are now in .' Thofe of 
Tournay anfwered, ' They would follow this ad- 
vice, and, if it pleafed God, they would never 
do any thing to deferve a reprimand.' 

^ The French commiffioners ftaid but three 

days 
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dajrs longer at Tournay, when they fet out oti 
their return to the king, whom they found at 
Peronne, and his three uncles, the dukes of 
Berry, Burgundy aiid Bourbon with him. 

CHAP. XXXI. 

KING CHARLES, AFTER HEARING THE REPORT 
OF HIS COMMISSIONERS, AT THE INSTIGA- 
TION OF THE EARL OF FLANDERS WHO WAS 
PRESENT, ASSEMBLES HIS ARMY IN ARTOIS, 
AGAINST THE FLEMINGS. — PHILIP VON AR- 
TAVELD GUARDS THE PASSES INTO FLAN- 
DERS. 

THE day before the return of the commis- 
fioner, the earl of Flanders arrived at Pe- 
ronne, to lay his affairs before the king and coun- 
cil, and to do homage for the coi^nty of Artois, 
rwhioh he wai^ bounden to do aad had not perform- 
ed finceUie deceafe of his mother, who had died 
this year. On the anrival of the commiffioners, 
the council wai3 affeitibled iii the prefence of the 
young king, when the letters before meirtioiied 
HfCfe read; that of Philip tothem^ and the one 
he had fent to Twimay, Th^ ^oafidered them 
in 0^ iififWouFable light, and declared Iha^r fuch 
pride tOiA ptrefumption ki flandei^s dUght am to 
befttffered. 

l^he earl of TlatMlers Was titbt, ftsltlay be^^-* 

pofed, df'^leafed on hearing "(hifi ^ he^^Heil^foFe 

laid his grievances before th^ kSttg iund cdiincil 

"Wry opportunely, Whea llie^ wer^ hetod and 

attended 
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attended to with pleafure. The king was ad vif- 
ed to make the following anfwer : ' Earl of Flan- 
ders, you will return to Artois ; and in a fhort 
time we will ourfelf be at Arras, where you will 
perform your duty in the prefence of the peers 
of France. I cannot better (hew you that I 
make the quarrel my own, than by my inten- 
tion to march againft our enemies.' 

The earl was fatisfied with this ^nfwer. Three 
days afterwards, he left Peronne, and, return- 
ing towards Artois, came to Hedin. But the 
king of France, like one who was defirous of 
marching to Flanders to abafe the pride pf the 
Flemings, as his predecefTors had formerly 
done, fet his fecretaries at. work, and fent his 
letters and fummons by meflengers to all parts 
of his kingdom, ordering every one to haften 
to Arras without del^, accoutred each, accord- 
ing to his rank, in the befi manner he was able ; 
for, if it "were God's pleafure, he was determin- 
ed to fight the Flemings in their own country. . 

No lord of his realm difobeyed, but all fent 
orders to their vaffals, and marched from the 
tM&. diftant countries, fuch as Auvergne, Rou- 
^^g^9 Toulou&in, Gafcony, Poitou, LimoufiD^ 
Saintonge and Brittuiy : others canie, from the 
BcHirlK>nois, For^ts, Burgundy^ Dauphine, Sa- 
voy, Bar and Lorraine, and from all pq.rts of 
FraBuce and its dependencies, to Arras. 

'{tie. aiffejDdblsige of fuch numbers of men ^at 

arms was a wonderful beautiful fight. Th^eofl q( 

Bitfideis refided at H4den, and heard daily &om 

the king 0f France iwd the^duke.t>f Burgundy 

of 
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of the great levies which were ofnaking, and m 
confequence iffaed a proclamation throughout 
Artois, forbidding any one, under pain of lofing 
his life and fortune, to withdraw any thing 
whatever from houfe, fortrefe or town ; for he 
was defirous' that the men at arms who were 
marching to Artois fhould have the advantage 
of being ferved with whatever was in the low 
countries. 

» 

The king of France came into Artois, where 
he remained. Men at arms came to him from 
all quarters, and fo handfomely equiiyped it was 
a fine fight to fee : they quartered themfelves 
as they arrived in the plains, and found all the 
barns quite full and well furnifhed. 

The earl of Flanders came to Arras, which 
greatly pleafed the king and his lords : he per- 
formed his homage in the prefence of thofe 
peers who were there, for the county of Artois, 
and the king accepted him as his yaflal. His 
niajefl;y then addrefled him, faying, — ' Fair cou- 
fin, if it pleafe God and St. Denis, we will re- 
ftore you to your inheritance of Flanders, and 
will abate the pride of Philip von Artaveld and 
the Flemings fo effectually that they ftiall never 
again have it in their power to rebel.' 

* My lord,' replied the earl, * I have full con- 
fidence in it; and you will acquire fuch honour 
and glory that as long as the world lafts you will 
be praifed, for certainly the pride of the Rem- 
ings is very great.' 

Philip, whilft at the fiege of Oudenardc, wa^ 

informefl of every thing, and that tlie kittg ^ 

France 
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France was inarching a large army againft him, 
though he pretended not to believe it, and faid 
to his people,—^* By what means does this young 
king think to enter Flanders ? He is as yet too 
young by a year to imagine he can frighten us 
by his affembling an army. I will have the 
entrances fo well guarded that it fhall not be in 
their power for this year to cfofs the river Lis.' 

He fent to Ghent for the lord de Harzelles. 
On his arrival, he faid to him, — * Lordde Har- 
zelles, you hear how the king of France is mak- 
ing preparations to deftroy us. We muft have 
a council on this fubject. You fli^l remain 
here, and I will go to Bruges to learn furer in- 
telligence, and to encourage the citizens of the 
principal towns. I will alfo eftdblifli fuch gar- 
rifons on the river Lis, and at the chief paffes, 
that the French fhall not be able to advance 
through them.' 

The, lord de Harzelles having affented to this, 
Philip left the fiege, and took the road towards 
Bruges. He travelled like a lord, having his 
difplayed pennon borne before him, blazened 
with his arms : which were three hats argent on 
a field fable. On his arrival at Bruges, he found 
Peter du Bois and Peter Je Nuitre, the governors 
of Broges; and having informed them, that the 
king of France was marching toward Fhmdefs 
with a large army, and that it was neceffary to 
provide a remedy by guarding the paffes, he 
added^ — ^ You, Peter du Bois, muft go to the 
pafs of Commines, to guard the river -, and you, 
Peter le Nuitre, will defend the bridge of War- 

neton: 
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neton: you \\'ill break down all the bridges 
on the river as far as la Gerge^ Hafelles, 
Meureville and Courtray, by which mean? the 
French will not be able to pafs. I, will myfelf 
go to Ypres, to encourage them, and to remon- 
ftrate with them, that as we are all united ip 
one common caufe, none fhould f^il or hefita^ 
to perform what we have fworn to ^p. It is not 
in the power of the king of France, nor thefe 
Frenchmen, to crofs the river Lis and enter 
Flanders provided the. pafles be well guarded, 
for they muft follow the courfe of the river to 
feek for a pafTage.* 

The two Peters replied, ' Philip, you fpeak 
well, and we will obey what you have ordered. 
But have you bad any news from our p^ple in 
England?' * No, by my troth,' laid Pbi%> 
' which I much wonder at. The parliament is 
fitting at London, and very fliortly we muft re- 
ceive intelligence from them. The king of 
France cannot make fuch ha&e, but we fball 
have received fuccoitps frooi Englqmd, befoce 
they can do us much harm. I Jh^e tbe kiag pf 
England has iffued his fummons, and tb^t the 
^ijngliih will arme here fomeJiiight before we are 
awve/ 

Thus did thefe companios^s diicourfe tqgj94^h€:i;> 
who held all Flanders upder tbeir <Gi>4diw^<i> 
.«^^p{k J^drcimandeaiid Oudi^ci9irde. 



CHAP. 



.«'' ■>? 



161 



CHAP. XXXII. 

SEVERAL KNIGHTS OP THE PARTY OF THE EARL 
OF FLANDERS, HAVING PASSED PONT-AMENIN, 
ARE DEFEATED AND KILLED ON THEIR AT* 
TEMPT TO REPASS IT, THE FLEMINGS HAVING 
BROKEN DOWN THE BRIDGE. — PHILIP, HEAR- 
ING THIS NEWS WHEN AT YPRES, MAKES USE 
OF IT TO ENCOURAGE THE INHABITANTS. 

WHILST thefe preparations were going for- 
ward, and during the relidence of the 
king of France at Arras, great b6dies of men at 
arms were- affembling in the Tournefis, Artois, 
and cafUewick of Lille and its neighbourhood. 
Some knights and fquires, who refided at Lille 
and thereabout, refolved to perform feats of 
arms that fliould gain them renown, chiefly 
through the exhortations of the Hafe de Flan- 
dres. 

They collected about fix fcore knights and 
fquires, and croffed the river Lis at Pont-Ame- 
nin, which was not then broken down, two 
leagues from lilte. They rode for the town of 
Harle, which they furprifed; and, after flaying 
many in the town and environs, they drove the 
remainder out of the town. Their cries were 
heard in the neighbouring villages; the inhabi- 
tants of which founded their alarm bells, and 
marched towards Harle and Pont-Amenin, 
whence the cries feemed to come. 

Vol. VI. M Whea 
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When the Hafe, fir John Jum^nt, the c<m4 
ftable de Vuillon, fir Henry Duffle> and the 
other knights and fquires, had fafficiently 
alarmed the country, they tlioueht it was time 
for them to retreat, and fet out on their return, 
intending to repafe , the bridge, but they found 
it ftrongiy occupied by Flemings, who were bu- 
fily employed in deftroying it ; and, when they 
had broken down any parts, th^y covered tliem 
with ftraw, that the mifchief might not be per* 
ceived. . ' 

The knights and fquires at this moment ar- 
rived, mounted on the befl of horfes, and found 
upwards of two thou£aind peasants drawn iqp )n 
a body without the town, prepared to advance 
upon them. The g<entJemen, on feeing thid, 
formed, and having fixed thieir lances on Uieir 
reds, thofe beft mounted inllantly charged thk 
body of peafants, with iou4 fliouts. The Flem- 
ings opened their, ranks through fear, but others 
fay through malice; for they well kiiew the 
l)ridge would not bear them; and they faid 
among themfelves, * Let us make way for them^ 
and we fliall foon fee fine fport/ 

The Hafe de Flandres, and his companions, 
defirons to get away, for any further ftay would 
be againft them, galloped for the bridge, whicK 
was now too weak to bear any great weight : 
however the Hafe, and fome others, had tlic 
courage and good luck to pafe over: they 
might' be about thirty : but, =^ others were fol- 
lowing, the bridge broke down under them. 
•Horfes and riders were overthrown, and both 
periflied together. 

thofe 
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. Thofe behind^ d^emg this misfortune, were 
ihuiuieriiruck, and knew not whither to fly to 
Jkre thaufelvas. Some leaped into the rirer^ in- 
^tending to fwim^ but they were not able thus 
to efcape. The river was deep, and the bafr^ks 
Sq higb ^nd fteep that the horfes could not land. 
,Great flaughter enfu^d; for the Flemings fell 
upon them and killed them eafily, and without 
pity. They made feveral leap into the water, 
and ifhey were drowned. 

Sir John de Jumont narrowly efcaped, for 
th^ bridge, broke under him, but, by great 
agility of body^ be (aved himfejf t h^ was, how- 
ever, badly wounded on the head and body by 
.arrows, and it was fix wej^ks befpr^ lie reeover- 
ed. At this unfortunate action were killed, th^ 
conftables de Vuillon, de^ Bouchars, de St. 
Hilaire, .and more ' drowned : fir Henry DuiSe 
was'ilain. Including drowned and killed, there 
were upwards of flxtyj and very fortunate 
.were thofe who efcaped. Great numbers re* 
turned wounded from this enterprife. 

News was carried to the lords of France at 
Arras, pf their countrymen having lost tho 
day; ^nd that the Hafe de Flandt-es had con- 
ducted this foolifii expedition. He was pitied 
by ibme, but by others not, Thofe whp had 
been most accustomed to arms faid, they had 
acted Ul^ to crofs a river that was not fordable, 
att^^ck a large town ^nd enter an enemy's coun- 
try, and retium the way they had come, with- 
out having established guards on the bridge. 
. M3 It 
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it was not an enterpriife planned by prudent 
men at arms, who were defirous of fiicceis^ 
but> imc^ they planned their enterprife with fo 
much felf-fufficiency, they had fuffered from 
the^confequence. 

This affair paiTed off, and w&& loon forgotten* 
Philip departed from Bruges and came to Ypres, 
where he was most joyfully received. Peter du 
Bois went to Commines, where all the inhabi- 
tants of the flat country were aflembled, and 
instantly began his preparations for< defence, 
loofening the planks of th« bridge^ fo that, if 
there (hould be occafioii> it could immediately 
bts pulled down: but be was unwilling totally 
to destroy the bridge, lest the inhabitants of 
.the. adjacent, flat country might fuffer, who 
daily croffed it jvith their cattle in droves,' to 
place th^m in greater fecurity on that fide of 
the his. The whole country was, fo much co- 
vered with them it -was marvdlous to fee. • 

. The day Philip von Artaveld came to Ypres, 
news arrived of the defeat of the French at 
Poat-Aihenin, and that the Hafe had beea 
nearly taken. Philip was mightily rejoiced at 
this, and faid with a fraile, to encourage thofe 
near, — ' By .the grace of God, and the just 
caufe we are engaged in, it, will all end fo; and 
never shall this king,, if he should be fo fooliflily 
advifcd to crofs the Lis, return again to* France. 

Philip was live days in Ypres„ and harangued 
the people ia the open market-place, to en- 
courage them, and to keep them fteady to their 

. . engagements, 
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fjtegagements, telling them that the king of 
France was coining to deftroy them without 
the leaft fhadow of right. * Good people;' faid 
Philip, * do not be alarmed if he fhould march 
againii us ; for he will never be able to crofs the 
dver Lis/ as I have had all tlie paflei^ well 
guarded, and have ordered Peter du Bois tor 
Commines with a large body of men : he is a 
byal man, and one who loves the honour of 
Flanders; and Peter le Nuitre I have fent to 
Wameton^ all the other bridges on the Lis are 
broken down, and there is neither pafs nor ford 
which they can crofs but at thefe two to^^ns. 1 
have alfo heard from our friends whom we fent 
to England. In a Ihort time we ihall receive 
confiderable fuccours from thence, as we have 
made a ftrong alliance with them. Keep up,, 
therefore, valiantly your hopes, for our honour 
fliall be unfuUied ; and obferve punctually what 
you have proraifed and fworn to us in the good 
town of Ghent, which has had fuch trouble and 
difficulty to maintain the rights and franchifes 
of Flanders. Now, let all thofe who are de- 
termined to remain fteady to the caufe, accordr 
irig to the oath they took, gallantly lift up their 
hands to heaven as a token of loyalty.' 

At thefe words all who were in the marlcetr 
placc, and who had. heard the fpeech^ held up 
their hands as a fign of their loyalty. After 
this Philip defcended from the fcaffold on which 
he had harangued, and returned to his houfe, 
where he remained the whole day.- On the 
morrow he and his attendants mounted their 

kor|es 
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horfes dnd wrat towards OudeMtode^ where 1lti& 
fiege was ftill going on^, notwkhftcH^ing tbff 
news of the French ; but on puffing t^Mrolif^ 
Qourtray he re%d two days. 



CHAP, XXXIlt 



THE ORDEft OF THE FRENCfl ARMY *N lH 
MARCH TO FLANDERS, AFTEll THfe^ HAD 
HEARD TH£ BRIDGES WERE BftOKfiN AND 
GUARDED. 

WE will for a while leave Philip von Arta* 
veld, and fpeak of the joung kiii|; of 
France who refided ^t Arras^ and who, as b^ 
fhewed, had a great defire to 'enter Flanders, to 
lower the pride of the Flemings y and was daily 
increafing his army,* by the aryival- of men at 
jirms from all quarters. After the king had tar* 
ried eight days at Arras^ he went to Lens,^ ^^ 
Artois*, where he (laid two days*^ On the 
third day of November he departed ^nd came 
to Seclin ft where he halted. A comicil wai 
held, in the prefence of the conftable of France^ 
the marfhals of France, Burgundy and Flaudersj 
to confider how they (hould proceed^ for th® 
common report in the arnay was the impoffibi" 
lity to enter Flanders in cafe the paffes of the 
river (hould be ftrongly guarded. It rained* l>^ 



* Leni, a town in Artoi» on the gouchets, four lc»V^ 
from Bethune. 

-f Seclin, an anpi^t town in Flanders, near IiD«- 

fldfl 
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jBAes, a# this tiiac cotitiimaliy , and \^as fo ei- 
ceedirigfy cdci that they cotitct ft6t advance. 
%stAit of the wiieft faficJ it ^as ^ro% to Under- 
tajlefacfit aMi expedition at this feafon of the 
jfisar^ Hs^ to bring the kfng fo far into fuch a 
^pliifiStj, 'I'hey onght not to havi' united before 
Hke ftfmini* td eii^y t^^ waf into flanders, for 
Ihe k^g hsid never been fo &tr in \iii life. 

'f bi* river Lis fe fo diifecttlt to cfofs, that, 
ttce^ at eertath plac^i?, it cantiot be pafled. 
There ari no fords, and thfe conirtry it niris 
dffdttjffir H lb f ery jwatfliy, borfes cannot ap- 
I^GfsftbE it The Cdiiiftabfei Otf hearing tlwa, 
4flted, * Whde does ft rife V ^^ was anfwer- 
6cl, that if ^anne from near Aiire and St. Onier, 

• Smee it his a fpring/ replied the cbnftable^ 

* we wiB eafily pafs it Order our men to 
inarch towards St. Omer, where we can crofs 
t^ river at onr eafe, a^nd enter Flianders. Thefe 
Fleihings a*e to proud ixA /eif-fufficient they 
will inarch fo at€ack us, either befor^ Ypres or 
ift fome other place.' 

The maHfia^s agreed to the propbfitron of the 
ccQsftable, and every thing ifemamed in this 
flate the whole day aiid ri%ht, ^Vheri, on the 
morrow, the lord d'Albreth, the lord de Coticy, 
fir Aimemon de Pommifers, fir John de Vieniie 
admiral of France, fir William de Poitiers, the 
badftard de Langre^, the b^gue de Vilfemes, fir 
Raoul de Coney, the count de Converfant, the 
vifcount d'Acy, fir Raoul de Raineval, the lord 
de St. Jttft, fir Arthur de Hedih, fir Anthony 
d'A^robies, the lord de Skimpr, Hi* William des 

Bourdes« 
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Bourdes, the lord de Longueville, the lorid de 
Sulli, fir Triftan de , TEftouet, fir Oliver du- 
Guefclin, fir Maurice du Trefiquidy, fir Guy- 
le Baveux, fir Lucas de TEftrughen, fir Nicho- 
las Pamcl, the two marflials of France, fir 
Louis de Sancerre, and fir Louis de Blainville^ 
the marflials of Burgundy and Flanders, fir En* 
guerrant de Haluyn, entered the chamber of 
the conftahle, to receive orders, how, and in 
'what direction, they were to advance ; whether 
they fliould march through Lille to Commines 
and Warneton, where the pafles were guarded, 
or make for the upper countries of Venoye and 
St. Venant*, and there crofs the Las, There 
were many debates among thefe lords on thi9 . 
fubject ; and thofe who knew the country faid ; 
^ Certainly, at fuch a feafon as thisjr it will not 
be right to advance into that country, neither 
can we go into the territories of Caflel, Sumes, 
or Verthes/ * And what ro2id fliall we then 
taker' cried the conllable. U-pon which, the 
lord de Coucy faid, ^ I would propofe that we 
anarch to Toumay and there crofs the Scheld, 
and take the road towards Oudenarde. This 
roadJs very eafy, and we fliall engage with our 
enemies. After paffing the Scheld we fliall not 
liave any thing to stop us before Tournay , "We 
may thus arrive before Oudenarde, and puniQi 
Philip von Artaveld, We can have daily re* 
frefliments of provifion come to us from Hai- 
pault, and follow us down the river from Tour- 
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^ A tov^n in Artois on the liSt four leagues fropiB^tliun^ 
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nay.' This fpeech of the lord de Coucy was 
well attended to, and fupported by feveral for 
ibme time : but the constable and marfhals were 
more inclined to follow the courfe of the Lis, 
to feek a ihorter pafTage, than to march to the 
right or left, by a longer road ; and they urged 
strong reafons for it, faying, * If we look for 
any other road but tjie straight one, we do not 
ihew ourfelves good men at arms, at least it is 
our duty to examine if we cannot crofs the 
riyer above or below this pafs at Commines^ 
which is guarded. Befides, if we retreat, our 
enemies will rejoice atid be encouraged : their 
forces will encreafe, and they will fay that we 
fiy froni them. There is alfo another point 
which ought to be confidered : we are ignorant 
what has been the fuccefs of the ambaifadors 
they fent to England; for, if, by any treaty 
affistance fliould come to them from ihat quar- 
ter, they will give us much trouble. It is 

therefore better that we get rid of this bufinefs 

* 
in Flanders as fpeedily as poffible, than be thus 

long in determining^pon it. Let us instsuntly, 
and with courage, march towards Commines, 
and God will affist us. We have fo often croffed 
and recroifed larger rivers than this Lis, that it 
cannot long prevent us from pafling it. Hap- 
pen what may, when we are on its banks we 
can then form our opinions ; and when thofe of 
our company in the van-guard (who have for 
thefe twenty or thirty years feen many more 
dangerous paffes than this) have croffed this 
river, and gained the other fide, our enemies 
mU i)^ a hundred times mor^ frightened than 

if 



if we had marcfced att ouf 6afe, leeklng a paf» 
fage oft the right or left, out of our direct ro^ecf : 
we may then confider otirfelves i* lonfe off 
Flanders.* 

This plan was tinaniiftoufly adopted. Durifrg 
the time thefe lords were atfettibl^, ikey oon- 
fidered how they should fornfi their hstlt^iotii ; 
.and felected thofe who W^re to march on fijot 
with the constable in the van-guard, in order f6 
clear th^ roads for the anft^ (6 pfafe ahd tharch 
in a line, and to act ds fcouts to obferve and 
fmd out their enemies. Thcjy aifd chofe ihok 
who were to be in the king's battalion, fegu- 
fefted the arms With which they should ferve, 
arid appointed proper peMbns to carry fh6 orf- 
ftamme of France and to guard it ; and likewife 
determined of what ftumbet^ the wings wef^e to 
be cbmpbfed, and h6W many were to be in the 
refar-guard* All fhefe things they debated and 
• arranged. 

When thefe poM^ ha<^ b66n fettled, and they 
cocdd n6f think of a^y thing in6ve that was ne- 
cefl^ry t6 be cfione^ the eoft¥ieil broke ^p, and 
every owe retired to fcis lodgings: Thofe lordfe 
and bafons who had hot been prefeift were in- 
fbraied of the tegulatioM, and the manner in 
which they were to aet from henceforward. 

It was this day oifdered that the king should 
on the moi'row diflbdge from Seclin, march 
through Lille without halting, and take up Hils 
quarters at Margnette FAbbaye; and that the 
van-guard shouM pafs on to Commtnes and 
Warneton, and do the nqtodt they could in thi^ 
^ourfe of the d^y. 

This 
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b^g fettled, th6 lAaster of the crofs* 
how^i in conjilnbtidn #ith tKe l^omtable ahd 
mainMIiSi) iiiukiimatifi^ appointed fii* J6f& d^ 
Hahijm aftd th^ kird de R^nnbiires td the 
command of the infantry, who were to clear 
itofe roads hf cntttng down hedges and forests, 
#flii% up ytilies and 6ver^ thing elfe that might 
hi nedeff&fy : their mlinltets a!m:ourited to feven^ 
tcteii hundred and fixtjr. 

In the Vaaf-^nard w6re the marsihats : of Flin- 
ders^ Frftnce and Burgundy, who had undei^ 
tfa^r oomteabd feventeen huiridred mai at arms 
and fev€te hmh]!red erofs*bowSj bfefides fbur' 
tboirfsind infantry whonf the ewl bad giv'eh to 
^em>^ armed with l^ge shieM^ and 6lhdr wea^ 
pons. It was alfo ordei*ed thcit tlie earl of Flan- 
ders, and his* battalion^ confisthig of about fi^x- 
ti^n hundred men stt afms, knights, fquires $nd 
infantry, should march on the wings of the van^ 
guard to reinforc6 it, should it be neceffiry. 
It was likewife ordered that fhef king's bat« 
tajion sh6uld march between the ran-^uard 
and the battalion of the earP of Flaind^s, 
aiMth^ th^ king's three uncles. Berry/ &ir- 
gundy and Bourbon fhould be in it, and alfo 
thb count d^ la Mafehe, fir James d6 Bour* 
bon, his brothers, the count de Clermont, th^ 
datfphin d'Auv^rgne, the count de Dampmar* 
tiuj^ the count de Sancerre, fir John de Bou- 
l6gae^ to the atnount 6f fix thoufand men at 
arms, two thoufand Genoefe crofs-bows aiid 
otfenf; 

The reai^^guard was to confift of two thoufand 
inen at atnl» and t^o hi6ndred afcliers; the 

com- 
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commanders of which were the lord J<^n 
iVArtois count d'Eu, the lord Guy count de 
Blois^ fir Waleran count de St. PoU fir William 
count de Harcourt, the lord de Chatilloh and 
the lord de Sere. 

Sir Peter deVilliers was appointed to bear the: 
oriflamme^ attended by four knights, whofe 
names were fir Robert le Baveux, fir Morice de 
Sancourt, fir Guy de Trefiquidi and Brandon de 
la Heufe : le borgne de Ruet and le borgne de 
Montdoulcet were named to guard the banner. 

It is proper to be known, that the lordik who 
had planned this expedition had determined they 
would never return to France until they had en- 
gaged Philip von Artaveld and his forces, and it 
* was for this reafon they had drawn up their bat- 
talions as ready for the combat on the morrow. 

The lords- d'Albreth, de Coucy, and fir Hugh 
de Hanlon were ordered to form the battalions^ 
and place them in array. Sir William de Banneis 
and the lord de Champreny were appointed 
marfhal's to attend to the quarters of the king 
and his battalion. 

It was aifo ordered, that on the day of battle, 
no one but the king and eight valiant men ap^ 
pointed to attend his perfon (hould be on horfe- 
back. The names of thefe eight men were as 
follows: the lord de Raineval, le beguede Vil- 
laines, fir Aymemon de Pc^mmiers, -fir Enguer- 
*^nt de Haluyn, the vifcount d'Acy, fir Guy le 
Baveuk, fir Nicholas de Pennel and fir William 
Aes Bourdes. The lord de Raineval and fir En* 
gnerrant de Haliiyn were to take pofli in fi'ontof 
the king : k begue de Villaines and the vifcount 

il'Aev 
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d^ Acy (who is called in feveral places hereafter 
the vifcouBt d'Aunoy) were to place themfelves 
on each fide ; and fir Aymemon de Pommiers> 
fir Nicbc^as de Pennel, fir Guy le Baveux and fir 
William des Bourdes were to take poft in the rear. 
It wits likewife ordered^ that on the day of 
battle^ fir Oliver de Cliflbn, confiable of France> 
and jir William de Poitiers^ baftard de Langres^ 
fiionld advance on horfeback> to reconnoitre and 
obferve the appearance of the enemy. . 

» 

CHAP. XXXIV, 

SOME FEW OF THE FRENCH, NOT BEING ABLE TO 
CROSS THE LIS AT THE BRIDGE OF COMMINES, 
FIND MEANS OF DOING SO, BY BOATS AND 
OTHER CRAFT, UNKNOWN TO THE FLEMINGS. 

THE orders, above ^mentioned were punctu- 
ally obeyed; and the van-guard diilodged 
on the morfOw> marching in order of battle to- 
wards Commines. They found the roads well 
made, for the lord de Franfures * and fir Joiffe 
de Haluyn had paid great attention to them : 
this was on the Monday. 

When the conftable and marfhals of France, 
with the van-guard, arrived at the bridge of 
Commines, they were forced to halt ; for it was 
fo completely deftroyed that it was not in the* 
power of mart td repair it, if any oppofition 

1* Fraofinm. ' He before caUs him Rambure*. 

Ihould 
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:9u>uld be mad^e when they veie attompting il, 
as the Flemings were in great force an the op- 
pofite £de of the .riyer^ and ready to defend the 
pals agaittft all w^o might wifh to attack them : 
they we^e upif ards of nine thoufand^ und«r the 
command of Peter du Bois and others^ who 
Ihewed good inclinations to repulfe any attempt. 

Peter du /Bois had placed himffelf on the 
catifeway, at the end of the bridge^ with a bat- 
tle-axe in. his hand; and the ffeHiings were 
drawn up on each fide. 

The conilable.of France and the lords with 
him^ haying confidered the fituation, thought 
it impdifible to. p£|& the riy^r dit that place unlefs 
the bridge were rebuilt ; they ordered their fer- 
yants to follow the courfe of the river, and ex- 
amine its banks for' about a league up and 
down. When they returned, they informed 
their matters, who wer^ wtfitihg for them, that 
jkhey had not been able to find any place- wh^re 
the cavalry could pafe 

Upon hearing this, the conft^ble^^as much 
vexed and faidy — ' We have been badly adv^ifed 
to take this road : better would 'it hayeboenfiyr 
us to have gone to St. Omer than remi^in in this 
danger, or to have croffed the Schebd at Toiup- 
nay, as the lord de Coucy advifed, and to have 
marched firaight to Oudeijtarde and fought our 
enemies, fince it is both our duty ^md inctma- 
' tion to combat them; aund they are fo ppefionp- 
tuous they would ^have waited for . us at thefr 
iiege.' — ^The lord -Louis de S a iwerre t hen f a id » 
— ^ I. am of opinion that we. fix. Oftur quarters 

here 
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here icMr thi^ ^bj, mi lodge our army^ fhould it 
arriy^^ as ifrell as yf^ are able ; and that we fend 
to lill^ to feek fpr boats and hurdles^ that may 
come dp^n the river, T^rith which to-morro\f 
we c^ tbrpiy a bri4ge frofn thefe fine meads 
an4 crpft ayer; for yfe have no other alterna- 
tive/ 

IJpQ^ |bif, fir Jpffe de Ha}uyn faid, — ^ My 
Iprd, we have been informed that there will be 
great difficulties between this and Lille ; for the 
river Menyn, on which aU boats muil pafs to 
come hither, has been obftructed by large 
^eapois thrown acrofs it by the Flemings who 
s^re in thqfe parts : they h^ve befides totally de^ 
ftroyed tliie bridge, and we learn it is impoifi- 
ble for ^^ veffels or boats to pafs/ 

* I know pot t^ien,' added the conftable, * what 
ffe can now do. It will be better for us to take 
the road to ^ire, and crofs the Lis at that place^ 
fince we are unable to do fo here/ 

During the time the conftable and marflialf 
of France and Burgundy were in this dilemma 
at the bridge of Commines, feveral kni\ght3 and 
fquires filently withdrew, with the intent to 
haz^d fom^ g^U^nt deeds of arms and attempt 
to crofs the river, whatever it might coft them. 
They me^nt likewife to combat the Flemings in 
their entrenchments and open a paffage, as X 
»bali now rel^-te. 

While the van-guard was on its march from 
Lille to Commines, the lord de St. Py, and 
fome other knights from Hainault, Flanders, 
Artois, and ei{en Francej had held a council 

without 
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without the knowledge of the conftable or mar- 
shals. They faid ; * We will procure two or 
three boats, which we will launch into the river 
Lis, at a fheltered place below Commines» and 
will fix polls on each fide of the river where it is 
not wide, to fallen cords to. We shall by this 
means foon convey over a large body of men, 
and by marching on the rear of our enemies we 
may attack them, and, if victorious, ,we shall 
gain the reputation of valiant men at atms.* 
After they had thus determined in council, the 
lord de St. Py exerted himfelf fo much that he 
procured from Lille a boat and cords, with every^ 
other neceflary article. On the other hand, fir 
Herbeaux de Belleperche and fir John de Roye, 
who were companions in this expedition, had 
alfo caufed a boat to be brought. Sir Henry de 
Manny, fir John de Malatrait and fir John 
Chauderon, Bretons, who had been of this 
council, had likewife provided ofle, and fol- 
lowed th^ preceding companies. 

The lord de St. Py was the firll who arrived at 
the river with his boat, cords and fallenings. 
They fixed a llrong ftake to which the^ tied the 
cord : three varlets then crofled over, and the 
boat, with the cords, being launched, they fixed 
on the oppofite fide another strong post, to 
which they fastened the other end of the cord : 
and, this being done, they returned with the 
boat to their master. 

It happened that the constable and marshals of 
France were at that time at the bridge of Corn- 
mines, pondering how they could difcover a pat 

fage, 
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fag(^. "^They were then informed of the inten- 
tions of th^ /ord de St. Py and the other knights. 
ITpon whicli the conftable, addreffing himfelf to 
the lofd Loois de Sancerre, faid; ^Marflial, go^ 
and fee what they are doing, and if it be poflir 
bl6 to crofs the river in the manner they pro- 
pofe, add fome of oiir men to theirs.* , , 

Jttft as thefe knights were preparing to em-r 
bark, the marfhaf of France came thither, at- 
tended by a large company of knights and f^uires; 
They made way for him, as was right. He ftop^ 
ped on the bank, >and with pleafure %yf the ar» 
rangement of, the boats. The lord de St, Py^ 
addreffing him, laid,/ My lord, is it agreeable to 
you that we fhould crofs here ?' * I am very well 
pleafed with it,* replied the marflial ; * but you ' 
are running great rilks ; for if our enemies, who 
are at Com mines, fhould know your intentions, 
they would do you great mifchief.* 

* My lord, anfwered tli^ lord de Saint Py, f no-^ 
thing venture, nothing win : in the naii[ie of God 
and St. George, we will crofs over, and^ before 
to-morrow.evening, will fall fuddenly on our ene-; 
mies and attack them/ 

The lord de Saint Py then placed his pennon 
m the boat, and was^ the firft who ftepped into 
it : he was followed by nine others, who were, 
as many as the boat could liold ^ : and inftantly , 
by means of the cord they held,, croffed over. , 
When difembarked, in order to prevent them- , 
(elves from being dilcovered, they entered a 
im^ll alder grove, where they lay hidden. 
' Vot. VI. N Thof© 
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Thofe on the bank, by means of the cord 
drew the boat back. Th^ count de Convef fant, 
lord d'Anghien, embarked with his banner, with 
the lord de Vertain his brother, and feven others, 
TKefe nine then pafled, and the third time pthery 
followed them. 

The two other boats now arrived that belong- 
ed to fir Herbaut de Belleperche,^ fir Johnde 
Roye and the Bretons, which were launched in 
the fame manner the firft had been. Tliefe 
knights then croffed, and none but determined 
ttien at arms did the fame. It was a pleafure to 
fee with what eagernefs they embarked : at times, 
m great crowd was pufliing who fliould crofs firft, 
fo that if the marflial of France had not been 
there, who kept them in proper order, accident* 
would have happened from their overloading the 
boats. 

News was brought to the confl;able and the 
lords of France at the bridge of Commines, hoi^, 
their people were crofling the river, when he 
faid to the Tenefchal de Rieux, * Go and examine 
this paffage, I l>eg of ypu, and fee if our people 
be passing as they tell us.* The lord de Rieux 
was never happier than when he had this com- 
mission, and, clapping fpurs to his horfe, liaft- 
ened thither with his whole company, to thai 
amount of full forty men at arms. 

When he arrived at the paffage where one h^^* 
dred and fifty of his countrymen had already 
croffed, he immediately difmounted, and faid he 
would alfo pafs the river The marfhal of Franc© 
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would iK)t refufehim; and intelligence wasfentto 

the conilabie> that his coufin the lord de Rieux 

had croffed. The conftable mufed a little, and 

then faid ; ^ Make the crofs-bows (hoot, and fkir- 

mifli with the Flemings who are on the other fide 

of the bridge, to occupy their attention, and 

prevent them from obferving our people ; for, if 

they fhould have aiiy notion what they are about, 

they will fall upon them, deftroy the paffage, 

and kill all thofe who have crossed : and I would 

much rather die than that fhould happen.' 

Upon this, the crofs-bows and infantry ad- 
vanced. There were among them fdme who flung 
^ hand-grenades,* which burfting, caft out bolts 
of iron beyond the bridge, even as far as the town 
of Commines. The skirmilh now began to be 
very fllarp, and the van-guard, by their move- 
ments, feemed determined to crofs the bridge if 
they could. The Flemings, being ftiielded up 
to their nofes, made a good appearance, and de- 
fended themfelvei^ well. Thus passed this day, 
which was a Monday, in skirmifliing; and it was 
foon dark, for at that feafon the days are very 
(hort. The boats, however, Continued to carry 
over men at arms in great numbers, who on 
their landing, hid themfelves in the alder wood^ 
waiting for more. 

You may eafily guefs what perils they were 
in; for^ had thofe in Commines gained the leaft 

•«^i^ii^W^»— — ^Ml I . 1 ■■ I 11 l ' I I I ■■! ,1 I !■ ■ 
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* I call bombardes hand-grenades : to my mind, it ex» 
plains UiU pafTaj^e more eafily. LordBemers totally omits it. 
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intelligence of them,, they mufthave bad theqi 
at their mercy, and. conq^meredtjie greater part, 
Jbefi^es taking the bqats.; biit God favoured the 
other' party, and confented {Jiat '4:h%pride of "the. 
Fleminsrs ihould be humbled. 



CHAP.^XXXV: 



A SMALL BODY OF FRENCH, HAVING^ GROSSED 
THfiXIS, DHAW UP IN BATTLE ARftAY StFOft ^ 
THE PLEMli^GS, 

¥ MAINTAIN, that all men- of u»dwft4il€li^ 
■*- ing niuft. hold this ^terprife q^ the b€i|(t9>(^lb^^ 
passage of mcQ at arms,; asadeedof .fsp^dr 
v?ilour and enterprife. .. X<w?i*'<te ^v^»^ the< 
knights and fquires of the'ya|i-gUa|rd* w^.eagtr 
to crofs'with their compaiiioiii^ ; and the Ibvd 6i* 
Laval, the ^ifcount de Roba^> thelotddeJ^^ 
Belliere, the lord de Combert, fir OKv*r <te^ 
Guefclin, le.Barrois des Barpes, the lard de Col- 
let, fir Reginald de Thouar$, the: lord dc Pou* . 
fanges, fir William de Xignac, fir Wjeilter d«t 
Passat, ie jpre de Thouars, fir Louis de G(Hifeubi 
fir Triftan de la Jaille, the vifcoUntde Meaiix, 
the lord de Mailly, passed over, and Bretsili^' 
Flemings^ Poitevinsi French, Bterruyem, Biiir- 
gundians, Artoifmen, Troy^ns. aiwi Haijumki* 
ers in numbers, fo that late in this Monday gXfilfc^ 
ing there were, on the Flanders fide of the^ve^ 
about four hundred ^en at arms, all the flOvKCf I ' 
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i>f knighthood: for^^ho varlet was fuffered to 
crofs. . . . ; . 

The Iprd Xouts de Sancerre, jfeeing fo many 
gallant jtAJen (lixteqn* banners and thirty pennons,) 
feid^ tie'fliovild think'himfelf.toblame, if he re- 
ft)ai|ied1>ehin4. IJe the» ejitejed the boats, with 
his^fii^hts andfcTuir^s^ ajid the lord de Hangeft, 
&c. (ft:ossed at the ^arhe time. ... 

IV^hen they were all assenibled', iheyi faid, * It 
is time to march towards Commiries,* to looTc at . 
dnr enemies, and fee if we cantiot make our 
quarters, good in the town/ 

trpbn this, they tightened their. arms, buckled? 
their helrtiets on their heads in a proper manner, 
and,* advancing through the marfhes which are 
contiguous, to the river, marched in order of 
^battl^, with banners and pennons difplayed, as 
if they were immediately to engage. The lord 
ae S&int Py was tlie principal cohductor an(\ 
commander in chief, becaufe he knew the coun- 
tty better ttian any of the others. 

As they were thus marching in clofe order, in 
their way tdwards the town, Peter du Bois and 
the Flemings were drawn up on the caufeway ; 
When, caftiftg their eyes towards the meads, they 
faw thisl)ody of men at arms approaching. iThey 
were exceedingly affoniftied, and demanded 
froth "Peter du Bois, ^ By what devil of a road 
have tliefe "men at arms cortie ? and how have 
th4^ cmfesedthe Lis?' He replied, — ' They muft 
have Cfoffed in boats, and we have known nothing 
of the matter; for there is neitiier bridge nor 
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paflable ford over the lis between this and 
Courtray.* 

* What fhall we do ?' faid fome of them to Pe* 
ter du Bois: ^ shall we offer them battle?' ^By 
no means,' replied Peter : * let them advance : 
but we will remain in our ftrength and in our 
place ; we are on high ground, arid they on low, 
fo that we have great advantage over them ; and, 
if we defcend to meet them in the plain, we 
shall lofe it. Let us wait until the night become 
more obfcure, and then we will confider how 
we had beft act. They are not of force fuffici- 
ent to withftand us in battle ; and befides, we 
are acquainted with all the roads of the country 
of which they muft be ignorant/. 

This advice was followed^ for the Flemings 
never budged from their poft, but remained fteady 
at the foot of the bridge, drawn up in oriier of 
battle on the caufeway, in lilence, and, by 
their appearance feemed as if they had not no- 
ticed what was paffing. Thofe who had croffed 
the river continued advancing flowly through 
the marshes, following the courfe of it as they 
approached Cpmmincs, 

The conftable of France, on the oppofite fide 
of the water, faw his men at arms, with banners 
and pennons fluttering in the wind, drawn up 
« in a liandfpme fmall battalion, and marching 
toward Commines, On feeing this, his blood 
began to run cold from the great dread he 1^ 
of their being defeated 5 for he knew the Flem- 
ipgs were in great force pn that fide of the 
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water. In the excefs of rage, he jcried out — 
• Ah, St. Ives ! ha, St. George ! ha, our Lady I 
what do I fee there ? I fee in part the flower of 
our army, who are moft unequally matched. I 
'would rather have died than have witneffed this. 
Ah ! fir Louis de Sancerre, I thought you more 
temperate and better taught than I fee you now 
.are ; how could you have hazarded fo many noble 
knights and fquires, and men at armSj againft 
ten or twelve thoufand men, who are proud, 
prefumptuous and well prepared, and who will 
fliew them no mercy, whilft we are unable, if 
there should be a neceffity, to aid them ? Ah, 
Rohan! ah, Laval! ah, Rieux! ah, Beauma- 
rioir ! ah, Longuevijle ! ah, Rochfort ! ah, Man- 
ny I ah, Maleftroit ! ah, Converfant ! ah, fuch s^ 
one and fuch a one, how afflicted am I for you 
all! when, without confulting me, you have 
run into fuch imminent danger. .Why am I 
conftable of France ? for, if you be conquered 
I shall incur all the blame, and they will fay I 
ordered you on this mad enterprife.* 

The conftable, before he heard that fuch 
tiumbers of valiant men had croiTed, had for«» 
bidden any of thofe hear him to pafs the river j 
but, when he faw the appearance of thofe who 
had pafTedi he faid aloud, * I give free liberty 
for all who wish it to crofs, if they be able.* 

At thefe words, the knights and fquires ftep- 
ped forth, feeking means to crofs the bridge j 
but it was foon night, and they were forced to 
Jeave off their attempt, though they had begun 

to 
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t6 Jay ptlapks oi;i the beams, and>even fiome h^d 
tolaced their targjfets to in,ake,a road ; Co that the 
Flemings who were in Goiiimihes had enough to . 
do to w^tch theip, and w^fe puzzled how to act, 
for on the one hand they iavv below the bridge, 
ih the marshes, a large body of men at arms^ 
who had haltjed with their lances advanced be- 
fore'theiii, and to whom great reinforcenixents 
were coming, and on the other thofeof the van- 
guard oh xthe oppofite fide of the bridge were, 
c^onftaritly skirmifliing with them and exerting 
tbeihf^vies luftily to repair the bridge. . , . 
.. In t]iis fituation were theTrench who had that 
evening crossed, over in boats. They had halteil 
on tii,e mairi^hes, in mud ,arid filth up to their 
ancles. ' Now confider 'what miift have b^en, 
their CQilrage and difficulties > when in thefe )6ng 
winter nights they thujs remained a whole night 
with their arms "^and helmets on, with th^ir feet 
in thfe mire, and without any fort. of refresh- 
merits. Certainly, I fay, they are worthy of 
great renown, for thiey were but a handful of 
men in comparison with the. Flemings in Com- 
mines and in that neighbourhood. They dared 
ilot, therefore, advance to attack them, and for 
this reafoii had halted, faying^among themfelves,^ 
*' Let us ftop here until it bp d^y light^. when'we 
shall have a fight of thefe Flemings who quit 
not the advantage of thc^ir entrenchments ; but 
atlaft they will riot fail to come to us^ and wben^ 

near wewill'shout our war cries with a. loud voice 

•» ^ ' _ < 

each his own crv, or the cry of his lord, nbt- 
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wUbA|tn4ing . ftU our lords may not have joined' 
i}6 : by tJ»s means. we ihail frighten them, when 
we will fi^ll OH: them with a thorough good wiH/ 
\i UifiL th^ power of God; and within the com- 
pafs of our own abilitj/to defeat thera^ for they' 
are badly armed^ whilft our fpears and Avords 
are of well tempered fteei from 'Bourdeaux ; and 
the haubergeohs* they wealr witi be a poor de- 
fence, and cannot prevent our blows from pene- 
trating through them.' With fvich hopes as 
thefe did thofe who had paffed the river comfort 
themfelves, and remain iii filence during the 
night. .... 

The conftable of France,- who was on the 
odier lideiof the' river, towards Lille, had greal; 
anguifh at heart oi> their account, and^ftied 
htmfelf and army in the town of Commihes 
wifli them. The marftials^ of Burgundy and 
Fkinders, a»d thofe knights who were 'near bis* 
perfon, in order to>c'om£3rt h&n', fakl ; ^ My lord 
do not be^cafi^own ; for all ttmft owa that thofe' 
who Aave crofled the river are truly valiant, as* 
weU- ais prudent knigtjts, and we muft believe- 
they wiU not do any thing but what (hall be 
dictated by good fenfe and valour* They will 
noi engage in^ combat this day, and you have 
given' permiffion for all to psrfs thfe river as they 
can* : To'rtiorrow, as foon as day-break ftiaJl 
appear^ let us exert ourfelves to crofs the bridge. 
We haivertiiis day made more provifion ofpl^nk* 
and timber than will be Oefeeifary, fo that we* 
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* Haubergeons> — fmall coats .9f Bvifl* ; . 
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ttiay be fboB over to reinforce th^m, should they 
have need of it, and thefe wicked people will 
be prevented from overpowering them/ 

Thus was the conftable of France confoled bjr 
the valiant men in his company. 
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CHAP. XXXVL 



THE FRENCH WHO HAD CROSSED THE'LIS DEFEAT, 

, WITH GREAT SLAUGHTER, PETER DU BOIS sAND 

The FLEMINGS. — THE VAN-GUARD of THE 

' FRENCH ARMY REPAIR AND PASS OVER TtiE^ 

BRIDGE OF COMMINES. 

« 

plETERduBois knowing thefe men at armr 
-■• were in the marfliesjoining Commines^was^not 
perfectly at hfe eafe, for he was uncertain what 
might be the event. He had, however, under 
his command, fix or feven thoufand men, to 
whotn, during the night, he had thus fjJoken ; 
• The men at arms who have' crofled the river to 
fight with us are neither of iron rior fteel. They 
have laboured hard this whole day, and have 
been all night ftanding in thefe marflies, fo that 
it is poffible, towards day-break, they will be 
overpowered with fleep. While they are in this 
fituation, we will come flily to attack them : 
our numbers are fufiicient to furround them : but 
when we have fo done, let no one dare to rufh 
upon them, but remain filent ; for when it (hall 
be proper time for you to act, I will inform 
you.* To this command of Peter they all pro- 
mifed obedience. 

Oq 
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On the other hand, the barons, knights tod 
fquireg, who had remained in the marfhes fo near 
the enemy, were fiair from being comfortable 5 
fome of them were up to then: ancles in mud^ 
and others half way up their legs. But their 
eagernefs and joy, on gaining thi^ pafs with fo 
much honour, (for very gallant deeds of armi 
were likely to enfue) made them forget all their 
pains and difficulties. If it had been in fum- 
mer-time, inftead of the feventh day of Novem- 
ber, they would have enjoyed it ; but now th# 
ground was cold, muddy aad dirty, and the. 
nights were long. At times alfo it rained hea- 
vily on their heads, but it ran oflF, as they had. 
their helmets on and every thing prepared for 
the combat, and were only waiting for the ene- 
my to come and attack them. The great at- 
tention they paid to be in readinefs kept up 

their fpirits, and made them almoft forget their 
fituation. 

The lord de Saint Py full loyally acquitted 
himfelf in this expedition, as a fcout and obferver 
of what the Flemings were doing, though he 
was the commander in chief. He was continu--' 
ally on the look-out, and went privily to recon- 
noitre their motiohs. On his return, he faid 
to his companions in a low voice, ^ Now up : 
our enemies are very quiet : perhaps they will 
advance on us at . day-break : therefore be on 
your guard, and prepared to act.' He would then 
return again^ to fe^ if any thing were going 
forward, and then come back to tell what he had 
obferved. This he continued to do until the 
hour which the Flemings had fixed upon to at- 
tack 
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tedk them. It was on the point of Any HvHe^ 
Ihey began their march tn clofe order, withoiji 
littering a word. The lord deSkint Py, wh(i 
was onthe watch>w Sooner f^wdiis TO ano^ 
than he fouiidihey were^in earneft; and haften- 
ing to his «impantons, Kid to them, ^ Now, niy 
lord^, be iiett, -we have Kttl to dd out tiftridfi: 
for*;0uf enemy 'is on liis march, ahd wiU be in- 
ftatttlyf heffe. Ijbefe barons of new date are adi 
f ^tilig^ (idwly, and think to catch and furpVifif 
^i-i flieV yburfelves tnie m^n at a;rms, jRbr'we 
ftrifti haVe'a battle/ ' ' 

'Ab the lord de Saint Fy uttered thef6 words, 
the knights^ and fqtrires, with great courage, 
ieifeed their 3ong fiourdeaux l^ears, and having 
grjdf]f)ed ' them with a hearty will, pfeced them- 
felves in as good order as any knights or fquires 
(ibtild devife. 

When the lords who'had croffed tbe river, and, 

' as I have before faid, found themfelyes obliged^ 
to halt in the marftres, faw that the Flemings 
Waited their opportunity to attack them,they faid 

" among themfelves, 'Sincewearenotinfufficient 
for^e to begin the combat, when the Plemmgs 
advance upon us they will not know;\yhat num- 
bers we are : let us each fet up one cry, or that 
of the lord tp'whora we may belong whether he 
be prefent or not ; land, by thus ftiouting loudly, 
We* fhall fo much alarm them that they may be 
defeated. In addition to this, we will receive » 
them on the points of our fpears. In this manner 
did It faH out:' for, when the Flemings advanced 
t6 the combat, theknights and fquires began to 
utter their war eri^esi tnfomuchthat the conftabie 

and 
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and van-guard^ who had not yet crofled the bridgi^ 
heard them, and faid, * Our friends are engaged; 
may God h^lp them ! for at this moment we are 
^ unable to.gire them any afliilance/ 

Peter du Bois marched in front, «and was fol* 
lowed by his Flemi ngs j but,^hen they approach* 
ed the French, they were received oq the (harp 
points of their long Bour(kiu:jfc fpeargf, to.wtiich, 
their coats pf mail made npt more refifiance thaft 
i5f they had beei^ of clotji thrice doubled^ fo thatf . 
they pafle4 .through their bodies, heads aj^isr 
itdmachs* . , . .... 

When the Flemings felt thefefliarpfpears which ^ 
impaled ihem^ they fell back, and the French 
advancing gained ground upon them; for there 
were none fo4iardy but what feared their i^okiss^ 
Peter du Bois was one of the firft woUnded and xun'- 
through by a lance. It came quite out at his 
Ihoulder, : h^ was alfo wounded pn the head, and , 
would have been inftantly flain if it had not l?€fen 
for the body-guard he had formed, of thirty stout, 
varlets,. who taking him in their arn^s, carried 
hiih as quickly as tliey could out of the crowd. 

The mud from the caufeway to Comminesv 
was fb deep that all thefe people funk in it up,to , 
the middle of their legs.- , The men at arms, whc^ , 
had been long accustomed to Jh^if. profeffipn, 
drove down and flew the Flemings withaut let.or^ 
hindrance: they ftiouted, 'Saipjt Py ft^r^e^^err 
*LavaL Sancerre, Anghien>'. ^x^ Xhe V(»f^Qri&^.. 
of ot nerg who were there. Th^ TjlenJllg^. .were v 
panic-stnucll:^ aiid began to giy? ;Vfaj|f> S&b.^ -^^7 \ 
faw thefe fcnigiits attack them fo, vigoroufly aad ^ 

I .^ , pierce 
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pierce them through with their fpears. Thejr 
retreated, and falling back on each other, were 
followed by the French, who pniarched through 
them or around them, always attacking the thick- 
est bodies, ^hey no more fpared killing them 
than if they had been fo many dogs ; and they 
were in the right^ for, had the Flemings conquer- 
ed, they would have ferved them the fame. 

The Flemings, finding themfelves thus driveii 
back,and that the men at arms had won the caufe- 
way and bridge, counfelled together, to fet fire to 
the town, in hopes it would caufe the French to 
retreat, or enable them to collect their people. 
This\yas executed, and fire fet to feveral houfes, 
which were inftantly in flames • but they wer« 
difappointed in thinking by this to frighten the 
French, for they purfued them as valiantly as 
before, fighting and flaying them on the grbund, 
6T in the houfes whith<5r they had retreated. 

Upon this the Flemings made for the open 
plain, where they collected in a body. They 
fent to Vertain, Poperingue, Bergues, Rollers, 
Mefieres, Warneton and the other neighbouring 
towns, to urge them to come to their aflistance at 
Commines, Thofe who fled, and the inhabitants 
of the villages near Commines, began to fet their 
bells a-ringing, which clearly flaewed there was 
an engagement going forward. 

Some of them, however, began to flacken, 

atid others to occupy themfelves in faving what 

thev could of their goods, and to carry them to 

Ypres or Courtray. Women and children ran 

thither, leaving their houfes full of furniture, cat- 
tle 
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-tie and grain. Others again marched in halbe 
towards Commines^ to help their countrymen 
who were fighting. 

While all this was passing, and thofe valiant 
l:nights who had crofled the Lis in boats were fo 
gallantly engaged, the conilable and van-guard 
were bufily employed in attempting^to repair the 
bridge and crofs it. There was -a very great 
throng, for the conftable had given permission for 
91II to pafs it w^ho could. There was much dan* 
ger for thofe who crojGTed it firfi: ', and the lordu 
who did fo were obliged to ftep on ta^gets thrown 
on the beams of the bridge. When they had 
crofTed, they began to ftrengthen the bridge, for 
they found the planks lying on the ground, which 
they put in their proper places. During the night 
two waggons-loads of hurdles were brought, which 
were of great ufe to them, fo that fliortly it was 
made as strong as ever. On 4he Tuefday the 
whole van«-guard pafled, took poffeflion of the 
place, and, as they crossed^ fixed their quarters 
in the town. 

The earl of Flinders, hearing that the van- 
guard was engaged at the pafs of Commines, fent 
thither fix thoufand infantry to their assistance ; 
but when they arrived, the bufinefs was over and 
the bridge rebuilt. The constable ferit them 
to Warneton to rebuild that bridge, that the 
baggage might pafs it this Tuefday without 

J^ews was brought on Tuefday piorning to the . 
king of France at the abbey of Marqiiette, that 
tlje DpjTs at CQmmini|» w^swon, apdthe van^^uard 
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frti the other frfe, which was very agt€fi^abte ttithk 
king and his uncles. It wds ittdtantly ckt^rnii ned 
that the king (hould crofs the riv^^'r 5 and, the king 
having heard mafs with his Idrdfi abd dratfk a cnp, 
they mounted their hoirfes aaid todk th^ road to 
Comrnines. Thofe of the van-guai^d who were 
in Comrnines drove out thie* Flferfiings. There 
were (lain of them in th^ streeUi anid fieMs'abotii 
four thoufand^ not including thofe kitted in the 
purfuit, in wind-mills, and in monasteries^, whi-^ 
tber 'they had fled for (heltep; for, asfoori as the 
^etohs had crossed, they mounted their hdrfes 
and began a chace after the Flemings and 
overrun the country which Wss then rich and 
plentiful. 

The lords de Rieux, de Laval,; de Malestroit,' 
the vifcount de la Belliere and the lord de Com- 
bort, with their men, rode oA until they cam^e to 
Vertain, which is a large town : it was takten and 
burnt, and thofe found in it w«re put to death. 
The Bretons had gr^at profit froih theif pillage, 
as well as the others who had fpreadabi'oadov^r 
the country. They found the hoiifes fuH <>f dra- 
peries, furs, with cloths of gold and filver; for; 
trusting to the strength of the pasi^age over the' 
river. I^i$; the Flemings had not (fwrted awaiy' 
any thing from their houfes to. the stlohg totvfiil 

The first Bi'etoni, Norraaiii? and Burgundiailt^ 
who enter^ Flattdeirs bjrlhe pa& at ComwineS, 
paid no attention to pieces of cloth, furs orjolfr^s,' 
b^t to the gold and filver which tbey ^ f^^nd. 
However, thofe who followed^ cleared tli* WHdl*^* 
country, for every tMagwasaeceptaUetoiehfetni' 
' CHAP. 
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CHAP, xxxvn. 

PHILIP VON ARTAVELD TAKES MEASURES TO RE- 
SIST THE FORCE OF THE KING OF FRANCE. — 
HE RECEIVES AN ANSWER FROxM HIS AMBASSA- 
DORS IN ENGLAND. 

BAD news foon flies abroad. On Tuefday 
morning Philip von Artaveld heard, while 
he lay before Oudenarde, that the French had 
croffed the Lis on the Monday in boats, and had 
advanced as far as Commin(?s, having conquered 
the Flemings polled there and in the adjacent 
parts; that about fix thoufand Flemings had 
been flain, and that Peter du Bois was fupp'ofed 
to be dead. 

Philip was thunderftruck at this intelligence ; 
and he aflced the lord de Harzelles who was pre- 
fent, ^ what was to be done.* The lord de Har- 
zelles replied, * You muft go to Ghent, and col- 
lect as many people as you can in thg town, and 
return with them hither: you^niuft then march 
your whole army to Court ray ; for when the 
king of France learns that you are marching in 
full force againft him, he will confider well be- 
fore he advances further into the country. We 
ought in a fhort time to receive news from our 
ambafladors in England. It may be that the 
king of Englaad and'his uncles will crofs the fea 
with a large army, or perhapi^ they have already 
done fo,. which will be fortunate for us.' 

Vol. VI. O *Iam 
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• I am furprifed/ anfwered Philip, * how. the 
Englifh can fo long delay it, whei^ they know 
they are to have free entrance into this coun* 
try ; and I marvel what they are thinking of, as 
well as our people who a;e there. Notwith- 
ftanding this, I will not hefitate going to. Ghent 
to draw out the arriere-ban, with which I will re- 
turn and offer battle to the king of France, what-, 
ever be the confequences. I am informed by 
f^eter du Bois, that the king of France has full 
twenty thoufand men at arms, which conftitute 
fixty thoufand fighting men. I will draw up in 
battle-array as many to meet him ; and if God, 
out of his grace, and the juft caufe we have, 
fhould enable me to defeat him, I (hall be the 
moft refpected lord in the world ; if I be difcom- 
fited, better fortune will befal a greater lord than 
myfdf.' 

As Philip von Artaveld and the lord de Har- 
2elles were tlius converfing, fome foldiers arrived 
who had been at the battle of Commines, who 
confirmed the firft intelligence. Philip faid, 
* And Peter du Bois, is he dead, or a prifoner?' 
They anfwered^ * Neither; but he has been fe- 
verely wounded in the battle, and has retired to 
Bruges.* 

.At thefe words, Philip mounted his horfe and 
ordered thirty of his men to do the fame, when 
he fet out for Bruges. He quitted, however, 
the direct road, to view fome of the garrifon of 
Oudenarde who had made a fally the preceding 
night, but had been overpowered and flain: they , 
were twelve in number who had be^n put to 

death* 
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death. As he was thus examining the dead^ he 
faw, coming towards him fW>ra Ghent, a herald 
attached to the Icing of England, whofe name 
was Chandos, though called Ireland king at 
arms. Philip was much pleafed at the arrival 
of this herald, ^ and afked ^what news he had 
brought/ * My lord,' replied the herald, * five 
of your ambafladors returned to Ghent, accom- 
panied by a knight called fir William Frenen- 
ton*, who, by orders from the king and council^ 
bring letters (as we learnt firom them at Dover) 
addreffed to you as regent of Flanders. Wheii 
you know the contents of thefe letters, and ap- 
prove of the great alliance offered to you, large 
reinforcements will be inftantly fent you on the 

■ 

I'et^rn of the knight and his companions to 
England/ 

Philip faid,-T-*I am not well fatisfied with 
fuch an arrangement: the fuccours will come 
too late,' Go to my quarters.* He ordered him 
to be conducted to the lodgings of the lord de 
HarzeUes, that he might hear the news ; while he ' 
took the road to Ghent, but in fo melancholy a 
temper of mind that nothing could be got from 
him, npr could he be perfuaded to enter into 
any agreeable converfation. 



« Sir W, Frenington. Q. if not Farringdon, 
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CHAP. XXX\^II. 

THE KING OF FRANCE CROSSES THE LIS At THfi 
BRIDGE OF COMMINES. — THE TOWN OF YPRES 
SURRENDERS TO HIM. 

m 

WE will now return to tbe king of France, 
and fay how he went on. When intdli* 
gence was brought him of Commines being con- 
quered, that the Flemings were difperfed, and 
the bridge rebuilt, he fet out from ihe abbey of 
Marquette, where he had lodged, and -marched ' 
with his whole army in battle-array, as was be- 
fitting him to do, towards Commines. The king 
and his uncles arrived at Commines on the Tuef- 
day, and took up their lodgings in the town; 
from whence the vanrguard had marched for 
the hill of Ypres, where they had fixe^ their 
quarters. On the Wednefday morning the king 
advanced to the hill of Ypres, where he r^nain* 
ed until the baggage and the remainder of his 
army fhould cross the river at Commines <^ at 
Warneton, for there were very numerous tmDS$ 
wd multitudes of horfes. 

On Wednesday, the king's rear-guard paffcd 
the bridge of Commines. It confifted of two 
thoufand men at arms and two thoufand crofs- . 
bows, under the coiiimand of the count d'Eu, 
the count de Blois, the count St. Pol, the count 
de Harcourt, the lords de Chatillon and de la 
Fere. Thefe lords, with their men, lodged this 

Wednefday at .Commines. . 

When 
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When night came^ and thefe lords thought of 
repofi^g themfdves after their march, they heard 
the cry, * To arms ! * They thought certainly they 
(kould hare^a battle, and that the Flemings from 
Ypres, Gaffisl, Bergu^i?, and their dependencies 
were collected and on their march to attack 
them; The lords armed themfelves, put on their 
helmets, displayed their banners before their 
lodgings; and, having lighted torches, each lord 
advaaced to the caufeway under his banner or 
pennon : as their men came, they drew up and * 
arranged' themfelves under their proper banners j 
and tibms they remained, half way up their legs 
in mud,.'almoft'the whole night. You may ima- 
gine if! thefe lords had the beft of it, fuch as the 
count de Kois and the others, who had not been 
apeuHiomed to iiiffer fuch cold and comfortlefs 
nights as thefe a month before Chriftmas ; but, 
when their honour was ^ flakes they minded it 
not, for they thought they {hould be attacked 
every moment : however, it was not fo, for this 
wi^s a falfe alarm caufed by a fcufflfe among the 
varlets. Their lords> however, fuffered for it, 
which they bore as well as they could. 

On Thurfday morning, the rear-guard diflodg- 
ed from Commines, and marched in good order 
towards: their main army, which was encamped 
on the hill of Ypres, the van-guard, the battalion 
fi{ thi^ king and alL The principal commanders 
h^ a council, to confider whether they'ftiould 
marek to Ypres, Courtray, or Bruges. Whilft 
tliey remained there, the French foragers over- - 

raa.lthe country, where they found a marvellous 

quantitv 



198 
€[uantity of bcafts, grain^ and .'all other provi- 
fions ; for, fince they had gained the pafTage at 
Commines, they were never in want. 

The inhabitants of Yprcs^ finding the king fo 
near with his whole army, and the palTage gain- 
ed, were not much at their eafe, and confidered 
how they Ihould act. The town-council affem- 
bled. The richeft and chief inhabitants, who 
had been of the moderate party ^ but who had 
not dared to (hew it, propofed throwing them- 
felves on the king*s mercy^ and fending to him 
the key^ of the town. The governor, who was 
from Ghent, appointed by Philip von Artaveld, 
would not liften to a furrender, but faid, * Our 
town is fuflSciently flrong, and we are. well pro- 
vided with eH^ery thing. We will ftand our ground; 
during which time Philip will aflfemble h]sfcn*6es> 
to combat the king and raife the liege/ 

Others replied, * That he was not aflured this 
would fo happen: that it was not in the power 
of Philip von Artaveld, nor of the whole country, 
to defeat the king of France, unlefs they had the 
ailiftance of the Englifh, of which there was not 
SLXiy appearance ; and that, in fhort, the beft 
thing they could do would be to furrender tbeoi- 
felves to the king .of France.' , . 

High words ehfued^ which ended in a riot, in 
which the chief inhabitants were mafters!. The 
governor, named Peter Vauclaire, was flaih. 
When this was,. over, they called to them two 
preaching friars, whom they fent to, the fcii^' 
and his ,|incles on the hill of^ Ypres, to knowjf 
it were agreeable to them to i^nter into an ami- 
cable treaty with the town. 

The 
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The king was advifed to grant paflports to 
twelve of the citizens and ah abbot (who being 
at Ypres had interfered in this bufinefs) to come 
to the camp, and explain more fully what their 
intentions were. The friars returned to the 
town, when the twelve citizens elected by the 
council and inha}>itan^s, and the abbot, went to 
mount Ypres, where, cafting themfelves on their 
knees, they offered to place the town under the 
king's obedience for ever, and without any 
terms of refervation. 

The king of France following the good advict 
which was given him, to gain the country by 
gentle means, and not wiihing to (hew any ill 
will or cruelty, received them kindly, and ac- 
cepted their offer 3 on condition that the town 
would pay forty thoufand francs, to defray the 
fmaller expenfes which. this expedition had hi- 
therto cofi. 

The inhabitants of Ypres were much rejoiced 
at this event, and never afterwards rebelled. 
Thus were the citizens pardoned. They en- 
treated the king and his uncles would be pleafed 
to, partake of fome refrefliments in their town, 
which would give great joy to the inhabitants." 
A promife was in truth made them, that the 
king fhouM come thither, when he (hould be 
fiirther advanced in Flanders. Upon this the de- 
putation returned to the town, mightily pleafed 
to find themfelves at peace with the king of 
France. The forty thoufand francs were in- 
stantly raifed among themfelves, and paid to the 
king, or to his commiffioners, before he made 

his entry into Ypres. 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

\ - 

I THE KING OF FRANCE RECEIVES INFORMATION 
OF A RIOT AMONG THE PARISIANS — SEVERAL 
PLACES IN FLANDERS SURRENDER TO HIM. 

DURING the time the king of France was 
encamped on the hill of Ypres, news was 
brought that the Parifians were in rebellion: 
and that they had refolved, as it was then re- 
ported, to pull down the castle of Beaute, 
•which is fituated in the wood of Vincennes, and 
the castle of ^he Louvre, as well as all other 
castellated houfes in the neighbourhood of Paris, 
:to prevent being oppreffed in. future by their 
means. 

One of their leaders made a fpeech'to excite 
to mifchief, but which, however, as it appeaured 
afterwards, turned out cjuite the contrary: — 
* My fair firs^ let us abstain from doing this^ 
until we fee how the king's aifairs turn out m 
Flanders. If the Ghent men fucceed, as I truly 
hope they will, then will be th^ tira^ to destroy 
all thefe castles. Let us not be^Jn aaay thing 
which we n^ay repent of afterwards.* 

It was Nichols le Flamand who by tbi& 
fpeech made the Parisians give up th^ir inteBr- 
tions of committing outrages. They k^p^ vyith- 
in the walls of Paris, which thjey ka4 ajR^plj^ 
fupplied with every thing ; ai^d had as rich ap4 
handfome armour as if they had been great 
lords. There were upwards of thirty thoufand 

sirwed,: 
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armed from head to foot^ like trae men at arms^ 
and more than thirty thoufand armed with mal- 
lets. They worked day and night in forging 
helmets, and purchafed armour wherever it was 
to be fold.. 

Now confider what a fad devilment it would 
have been> if the king of France, and the gallant 
chivalry with which he was accompanied had 
been defeated in Flanders. It may readily be * 
fuppofed, that theli all the nobility would have 
been deftroyed in France, as well as in other 
places; for the JeCquerie were never fo fero- 
cious as they would at fuch a time have been. 

In like manner the peafants began to rebel at 
Rheims, at Chalons in Champagne, and down 
the river Marne, and to menace thofe gentle- 
men, ladies and children who had remained at 
home. At Orleans, Blois, Rouen, and in the 
Beauvoiiis, the devil had entered their heads to 
prompt them to murder every one, if God had 
not provided a remedy, as you will foon have 
related. 

When thofe pf the caftlewicks of CafTel, Ber- 
guesi Bourbourg, Gravel ines, Furnes, Dun- . 
kerque, Poperingue, Tourrout, Vaillant, and 
Malines, had heard that the men of Ypres had 
fiirrendered and put themfelves under the obedi- 
ence of the king of France, who had gracipufly 
pardoned them, they began to be i^uch $tlarm- 
ed^ After thefe towns had well confid^red the 
bufinefs, the inhabitants fei:?ed their gover^uors,, 
whom Philip von Artaveld had piit over tb^jn,^ 

an,d, l^a^i^, bouad them ftro»^ly, fp that they ^ 

could 
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could not efcape, led them to the king on motint 
Ypres, in order to pleafe him and to appeafe his 
anger. On their arrival^ they call . themfelves 
on their knees, and faid, — * Noble king, we put 
our lives, towns, and fortunes under your obe- 
dience^ and wi{h fo to remain. In order to fhew 
that we regard you as our true lord, here are the 
governors whoin Philip von Artaveld had fet over 
us ; for by force, and not otherwife, has he made 
us obey him : you may do your pleafure with 
them, for they have governed us according to 
their wills/ 

The king was advifed by his lords to grant his 
pardon to all thefe towns: on condition, how- 
ever, that they fliould pay him, as part of his 
expenfes in this war, fixty thoufand francs. All 
the provifions were to be given up, and whatever 
cattle might be found in the fields; but they 
were affured that their towns ftiould neither be 
burnt nor pillaged. xThis was very fatisfactory 
to them, and they greatly thanked the king and 
his council. They were much rejoiced on find- 
ing they had efcaped fo well; but the governors, 
of Philip von Artaveld, who had been carried 
thither, were beheaded on the bridge of Ypres. 

No mention whateyer_was made in thefe trea- 
ties and fubmifflons of the earl of Flanders: nor 
was he, or any one of his court, ever fummoned 
to the councils of the king. If he was difpleafed 
at this I am ignorant, but during the whole ex- 
pedition he was treated in the fame manner. 
None of his people were permitted to quit the 
army, or the battalion which was pofted by or« 

ders 
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ders of the mailer of the crofe-bows, on the 
wings, although they ' were Flemings. It was 
aJfo ordered by the king, under pain of death, 
that no one in the army (hould fpeak Flemifli, 
nor carry any ftick bound with iron. 



CHAP. XL. 

THE KING OF FRANCE LODGES IN YPRES — PETER 
DU BOIS PREVENTS BRUGES FROM SURRENDER- 
ING TO THE KING. — PHILIP VON ARTAVELD 
ASSEMBLES HIS FORCES TO COMBAT THE 
FRENCH. 

WHILE the king and his whole army were 
on mount Ypres, many markets were there 
held, and plenty of pillage was fold to thofe of 
Lille, Douay, and Tournay ; indeed to all who 
wiflied to buy. A piece of cloth of Vexin, Ma- 
lines, Poperingue or Commines, was fold for one 
franc. People were clpthed there too cheaply. 
Some Bretons and other pillagers,, determined 
on gain, went in large bodies, and loaded carts 
and horfes with their booty of cloths, linen, 
knives, money in gold and filver, diflies and 
plates of filver wherever they found them, which 
they fent, well packed up, to a place of fafety 
on the other fide of the Lis, or by their fervaotg 
into France. 

The king and all the lords came to Ypr^s, 

where 
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where they quartered themfelves as well as tb^y 
could,, apd ixJL a9 great numbers as the town 
would hoid. They remained there to refrefli. 
th^mfelifes four or five days. 

The inhabitants of Bruges had received in- 
/ormation of the conduct of the king, that he 
was at Ypres, and4iow the whole country, -as far 
as Gravelines, had Aimfnitted to him. They 
were doubtful whether to negotiate with the king, 
or let it alone : however^ for the prefent they 
did nothing. The principal caufe which with- 
held them from furrendering was the great num- 
ber of ^ men at arms which Philip von Artaveld 

had with him from their town; for there were 

« 

at leaft feven thoufand at the fiege of Oudenarde^ 
and thei;* principal citizens were at Ghent as 
Jioilages, in order that Peter du Bois might more 
e^iily govern the place* 

Befides,^ Peter du Bois and Peter le Nuitfe 
were in the town, who comfoTted them, faying,; 
'*My good gentlemen,, do npt be alarmed if the 
kin^ of France is come to Ypres : you know 
that formerly the whole powpr of • France was 
fexjLjt by king Phili]^ to Courtray*, and could not 
wijlbftaud the courage of our fathers, for his 
v\rhole anjiy vjras fl?tin and defeated. Know 
then^.that this a^my fliall in like ms^nner be de- 
ftroyedj,. ifor Philjpi vqn Artaveld^ with an im- 
m^njTe forQe>^ vdll not lieave things thus witbojit 
CQipb.^ting. the. king. It ux^ vejy well hp,9pen> 
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that from the goodcaufe we are engaged in^ and 
the good fortune which follows Ghent, Philip 
may defeat the king, fo that not one fhall efcape 
or recrofs the river, but the whole country which 
has fubmitted will be in&antly' reconquened. 
Thus will you remiuin like true and loyal men 
in your franchifes, and in the grace of Philip 
and of us Ghent men/ 

With fuch fpeeches as this, Peter du Bois and 
Peter le Nuitre daily harangued the men of 
Bruges, and reftrained them from entering into 
any treaty with the king of France. 

While thefe things were going on, the citizens 
of Ghent, with fir Wiltiam Fermiton*, arriiredat 
Calais, from England, to donclude and feal thafip 
treaties and agreements which the Englifh wifli- 
ed to enter into with the Flemings. - Sir John 
Devereux, governor of Calais, fent for them, and 
told them, ' that they could not continue their 
journey at that time, for th^ king of France was 
, at Ypres, and that alf the country, from Calais 
to Ypres, had furrendered to him. W^ AaU 
ihortly have more news :. for it is repotted that 
Philip von Artaveld is aifembling his forces to 

^Fermiton. Froilfart before calls him Fremeton. Ifhould 
liave fuppofed this perfon was fir William ]f arendon, or Framp- 
ton, if, in the Rolles Francois, the names of ,thofe fent by 
Richard had not been particularly named, as maybe^en 
undemeath.t 

. Ann. BoapDu 1362-138^. Membrana 4. 

' ' De poteilate data Johanni De\rereuz, Briano de Stapikon^ 
WiQiehno Ermyn, & Johanni de Burley, ad tractandum cum 
comiti Flandriae k gentibus ibidem de debatis, & de atteinp<- 

Utift refermaadk/*— Data apud Weftmii^kr, 16tb May; 

combat 
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combat the king of France, and we ijiall fee 
who will have the beft of it. Should the Flem- 
itigs be beaten, you have nothing to do in Flan- 
ders; and if the king of France be defeated, it 
is all our own.* * This,' faid the Englifti knight, 
*you may depend upon as truth/ The intelli- 
gence detained^ the citizens of Ghent aitd fir 
William Fermiton. 

We will now return to I^hilip, and fay what 
he was doing. Being eager to combat the king 
of Frince, as he plainly fliewed, he 'ordered, on 
his arrival at Ghent, every man capable of beat- 
ing arms, after leaving a fufficient garrifon in 
the town, to follow him. All obeyed; for he 
gave them to underftand, that by th^ grace of 
God, they would defeat the French, be lords of 
Ghent, and rank as foveteigns among other na^ 
tions. 

Philip von Artaveld carried with him about 
ten thoufand men as the arriere-ban : he had be* 
fore fent to Bruges, Damme, Ardembourg, 
Sluys, to the fea-coafts, the Cluatre Meftiers, and 
coniiablewicks of Grammont, ' Dendremonde, 
and Aloft, and had raifed from thofe places 
about thirty thoufand more. He and his whole 
army were quartered one night before Oude- 
narde : on the morrow they marched away, and 
came before Courtray : he had with him about 
fifty thoufand men. 

Tlie king of France received intelligence, that 
Philip von Artaveld was approaching, and, as it 
was faid, with full fixty thoufand men- Upon 
this, the van-guard fet off from Ypres, uod^ir the 

. command 
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command of the conftaUe and marflials of 
France^ and encamped a league and a half from 
Ypres, between Rollers and Rofebecque : on the 
morrow, the king and all thie lords, with the 
main battalion and rear-guard, quai^tered them* 
felves there alfo. 

I muft fay that thefe lords, whilft they were in 
the field, fuffered greatly; for it was in the 
heart of winter, the beginning of December, 
and it rained every day. They flept on the 
roads every night, for they were daily and hourly 
in expectation of a battle: it was commonly 
faid in t^e army, *They will come to-morrow;* 
which they believed, from the news the foragers 
brought when they returned from their excur- 
fions. 

The king was quartered in the midft of his 
army. The lords of France were much vexed 
at Philip for delaying, for they were very im- 
patient of being out in - fuch bad weather. It 
(hould be known, that with the king was all the 
flower of French knighthood : it was therefore 
highly prefumptuous in Philip von Artaveld and 
the Flemings to think of fighting with them ; 
for if they had been fatisfied with continuing 
their fiege of Oudenarde, and had flightly en- 
trenched themfelves, the French, confidering 
the wetnefs of the feafon, would' never have 
marched to feek them ; and, if they had done 
fo, they would have combated them under the 
greateft difadvantages. But Philip was fo vain 
of the good fortune he had met with at Bruges, 
that he thought nothing could withftand him, 

and 



and lie hoped he fhould be lord of the world. 
No other thoughts* had he, and was nothing 
afraid of the king of France nor his army ; for, 
if he had entertained any fears, he would not 
have done that which he did, as you Ihall hear 
related. 
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CHAP. XLIr 

PHtLI? VON ARTAVELD, HAVING ENTERTAINED 
HIS CAPTAINS AT SUPPER, GIVES THEM IN- 
STRUCTIONS HOW THEY ARE TO ACT ON THE 
MORROW AT THE BATTLE OF ROSEBECQUE. — 
WONDERFUL APPEARANCES IN THE HEAVENS 
' ARE SEEN DURING THIS NIGHT. 

OHILIP von Artaveld, with his whole army, 
* on the Wednefday evening preceding the 
battle, was encamped in a handfome pofitioh,i 
, tolerably ftrong, between a ditch and grove, and 
with to good a hedge in front that they could 
ndt 6afily be attacked. It was between the hill 
and town of Roiebecqufe where the king Was 
<|Uftrteted. 

Thart; fdme Evening, PRflip gave a rtiagtiiftcfeht 
fkppef to his captains at his quarters; fbr he h^ 
vrtierewithad to do fo, as hid pfovifioHs fdlowed 
hfen. When the fapper was oVer, he ftddr^lted - 
mstk iti thefe words : ' My fair ^ntl^ifteft, ydu 
- are 
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Arc my companions in this expedition, and I 
hope to-morrow we (hall have fomething to do ; 
for the king of France, who is impatient to meet 
and fight with us, is quartered at Rofebecque. 
I therefore beg of you to be loyal, and not 
alarmed at any thing you fliall fee or hear; for 
we are combating in a just caufe, to preferve 
the franchifes of Flanders, and for our right. 
Admonifh your men to behave well, and <}raw 
them up in fuch manner that, by this means? 
and our courage, we may obtain the victory. 
To-morrow, through God's grace, we fliall no 
find any lord to conibat with us, or any wIig 
will dare take the field, unlefs he mean to re- 
main there, and we fliall gain greater honour 
than if we could have depended on the fupport 
of the En^ifli ; for, if they had been with us, 
they alone would have gained all the reputatio». 
The whole flower of the French nobility is with 
the king, for he has riot left one behind : order, 
therefore, your men not to grant quarter to any 
one, but to kill all who fall in their way. By 
this means we fliall remain in peace*; for I will 
and command^ under pain of death, that no 
prifoners be made, except it be the king of 
France. With regard to the king, I wifli to 
fupport him, as he is but a child and ought to 
be forgiven^ for he knows not what he does, 
and acts according as he is inftructed: we will 
carry him to Ghent and teach him Flemifti; 
but as for dukes, earls and other men at arms, 
kill them all. The common people of France 
will never be angry with us for fo doing ; for 
Vol. VI. P they 
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they wiih^ a$ I am well afTured^ that not one 
(hould ever return to France, and- it fliall be (6/ 

His companions who were prefent at this djf- 
courfe, and who were from the different townsi 
in Flanders and the country of foijlgesj agreed 
to this propofal, which they thought a proper 
one, and with one voice replied to Philip, * You 
fay well, and thus ftall it be/ They then took 
leave of Philip, and each m^ui returi^ed to his 
quarters, to order his men how they v were to 
act conformably to the inftructipn^ they had 
juft had. ' Thus pafled the night 'm the army of 
Philip : but about midnight, as I have been in- 
formed, there happened a moll wonderful event,, 
and fuch that I have never heard any thing 
equal to it related. . 

When thefe Flemifli captains had retired, and 
a11 gone to their quarters to repofe, the night 
being far advanced, thofe upon guard fancied 
they heard a great noife towards tlie Mont d'Or. 
Some of them were fent to fee what it could be, 
and if the French were making $ny prepara« 
tions to attack them in the night. On their 
return, they reportedj, they had been as far as 
jthe place whence the nolfe came, but that they 
had difcovered nothing, 

This noife, however, was ftill he^td, and it 
feemed to fome of them that their enemies v^era 
on the mount about a leiague diftant ; thip tiras 
alfo the opinion of a danifel from Ghent wIkmu 
Philip von Artayeld had carried with him, on 
jthis expedition, as his fweetbeart. . 

Wljilft Philip was fleeping under his t«it on a 

ctiiverlid, 
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ooveFlid near the coal-fire, this damfel went put 
of the tent about midnight, to examine the fty, 
and fee what fort of weather it was and the 
time of night, for ftie was unable to fleep. She. 
looked towards .Rofebecque, and faw, in divers 
parts of the Iky, fmoTce and fparks of fire flying 
ahout„ caufed by the fires the French were, 
making under hedges and buihes. This woman 
liftened attentively, . and thought ihe heard a 
great noife between their army and that of the 
French, and alfo the cry of Montjoye and fe- 
veral other cries j and it feemed to her that 
they came from the Mont d'Or, between the 
camp and Rofebecque. She was exceedingly 
frightened, returned to the tent, awakened Phi- 
lip, and faid to him, — *Sir, rife inftahtly and 
arm yourfelf ; for. I have heard a great noife on 
the Mont d'Or, which I believe to be made by 
the French who are coming to attack you/ . 

Philip at thefe words arofe, and wrapping 
himfelf in a gown, took a battle-axe. and went 
out of his tent to liften to this noife. In like 
manner as fhe had heard it, Philip did the 
fame; and it ieemed to him as if there were a 
great tburnainent. He directly returned to his 
teint; and ordered his trumpet to be founded to^ 
awaken the army. 

As foon as the found of the trimipet was 
beard, it was kno\tn to be his. Thofei of the 
|[uard in front of the camp armed tfaemfelves^ 
dnd feht fomfe of their companions to Philip to 
know what he wifbed to have ddtie, as he was 
thu3 early arming himfelf. Oa their arrival, 

P2 he 
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iie wanted to fend them to the part whence the 
noife had come, to find out what it could be; 
but they rc;ported that that had already been 
done, and that there was no caufe found for it/ 
Philip was much aftonifhed ; and they were 
greatly* blamed, that having heard a hoife to- 
wards tHe enemy^s quarters, they had remained 
quiet. *Ha/ faid they to Philip, Mn truth' 
we did hear a noife towards the Mont d*Gr, 
and we fen t to know what it could be 5 but 
thofe who had been ordered thither, reported 
that there was nothing to be found or feen. 
Not having feen any pofitive appearance of a 
movement of the enemy, we »were univilling to 
alarm the army left we (hould be blamed for it' 

This fpeech of the guard fomewhat appeafed 
Philip; but in his own mind he marvelled much 
what it could be. Some faid it was die devib 
of hell running and dancing about the place 
where the battle was to be; for the abundance 
of prey they expected. 

Neitlier Philip von Artaveld nor the i?lem- 
ings were quite at their eafe after this alarm. 
They were fufpicious of having Jbeen betrayed 
and furprifed. They armed themfelves leifure; 
\y with whatever they had, made large fir^s in 
their quarters, and breajkfafted comfortably, for 
they had victuals in abundance. 

About an hour before day, Philip faid ; * I 
think it right that we march into tlie j^ain aa4 
draw up our men ; becaufe ihould the Frebch 
advance to attack' us, we ought not. to be un- 
preparedy nor in diforder, but properfy drawn 
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tip like men, knowing well What we are to do/ 
All obeyed this order, and, quitting their quar- 
ters, marched to a heath beyond the grove. 
There, was in froht a wide ditch newly made, 
and in their rear quantities of brambles, juni-^ 
pers and ilirubs. They drew tip at their lei- 
lure in this ftrong pofition, and fontied otie 
large battalion thick and ftrong. By the re- 
ports from the conftables they were about- fifty 
thou&Liild, all chofen men, who valued not their 
Jives, Among them were about fixty finglifli 
archers, who,- having ftolen away froni their 
companions at Calais, to gain greater pay 
•from Philip, had left behind them their armour 
in their quarters. 

Every thing being arranged, each man took 
to hrs arms. The horfes, baggage, women and ' 
varlets were difmifled : but Philip von Artaveld 
had his pag^ ntdunted on a fuperb courfer. 
Worth five hundred florins^ which he had or- 
dered to attend him, to difplav his ftate, and to 
ihount if a purfuit of the French jftiould hap- 
pen, in order that he mig|j>t enforce the com- 
mands which he had given to kill all. It was/ 
with this interition that Philip had polled him 
by his iide. Philip had likewife from the town 
of Ghent about nine thoufand men, well arm- 
ed, whom he' placed near his perfon'j for he 
had greatei" confidence in them than in any 
<ji( the c^hets : they therefore, with Philip at 
their liead with banners difplayed^ were in 
front; atid thofe from Aloft and Grammpnt 
were next: then the men from Courtray, Bru- 
ges, Damitie, Sluys and the Frbncoti^te. Tha:y 

were ^ 
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Wiefe armed, for the greater part, with blad^ 
gcorisy iron caps, jerkins and with ^oves, de 

f^r de halcine. Each man Jiad a ilaff with an 
iron point, and bound round with iron. The 
diflfere;nt townfinen wore liveries and arms, to 
diftinguiih them from one another. Some had 
jackets of blue and yellow, others wore a welt 
of blapk on a red jacket, others chevroned 
with white on a blue coat, others green and 
blue, others lozenged' with black and white, 
others ^qftartered red jmd white, others all blue. 
Each carried the bann^s of their trades. They 
had alfo large knives banging down from their 
girdles. In this ftate they remained^, quietly 
waiting for day, which foon came." 

I will now relate to you the proceedings of 

• the French as fully as I have done thofe of the 
Flemings* * 



CHAP. XLII. 

KING CHARLES ENTERTAINS AT SUPPER HIS UN- 
CLES AND SOME OTHERS OF HIS PRINCIPAL 
BARONS, ON THE EVE OF THE BATTLE Of 
ROSEBECQUE. THE CONSTABLE DE CUSSON 
IS /EXCUSED FROM ATTENDING THE KING*S 
PERSON DURING THE BATTLE. 

nnHE king of France, and the lords with 
^ him, knew well that the Flejmings were 
advstficing, and that a battle muft be the con- 
feqiience y for no propofals for peaq§ were of- 
fered, and all feemed to have made up their 
minds for an engagement. It had been pro- 
claimed on the Wednefday morning in ,the 

town 
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tomx of Ypre$> that the men at arms ihonld 
foUaw the king into the field, and poft them-' 
£dlyes according to the infiructions they had re- 
ceived. Eyery one obeyed this order, and na 
man at arms, or even lufty yarlet, remained in 
Ypres, except thofe appointed to guard the 
horfes, which had been conducted to Ypres 
when their lords difmounted. However, the 
van-guard had many with them for the ufe of 
their light troops, and to reconnoitre the bat- 
talioas of the enemy ; for to them they * were 
of more fervice than to the others. 

The French on this Wednefday remained in 
the {dain pretty near to Rofebecque, where the 
lords and captains were bufy in arranging their 
plans. In the evening the king gave a fupper 
to his three uncles, the conilable of France, 
the lord de Coney, and to fome other foreign 
lords from Brabant, Hainault, Holland, Zea- 
land, Grermany, Lorraine and Savoy, who had 
come thither to ferve him. He, as well as his 
uncles, thanked them* much for the good fer- 
vices they had done and were willing to do for 
them. The earl of Flanders this evening com-^ 
manded the guard of the king's battalion, and 
bad under bim fix hundred lances, and twelve 
hundred other men. 

After the fupper which the king had given 
on the Wednefday to thefe lords, and when 
they bad retired, the eonftable of France re- 
mained to converfe with the king and his un* 
cles; ' It had been arranged in the council with 
the king, that the eonftable, fir Oliver de Clif- 
frnks Ihould refign his conftableihip for the mor-* 

row 
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rbw (as they fully expected a battle) and that^ 
for the day tmly, the lord de Coucy was to 
take' his place, and fir Oliver remain near the 
king's perfoti : fo that when the conftable was 
taking his leave, the king faid to him, as he 
had been inftrueted, in a courteous and agree- 
able manner ; ' Conftable, we will that you re- 
fign to us, for to-morrow only, your office j 
for we have appointed another, and you fliall 
Temain near our perfon/ 

Tlfefe words, which were new to the gallant 
conftable, furprifed him fo much, that he re- 
plied; * Moft dear lord, I well know that I 
never can be more highly honoured than in 
guarding your perfon; but, dear lord, it will 
give great difpleafure to my companions, and 
thofe of the van-guard, if they do. pot fee me 
with them : and we may lofe more than we can 
gain by it. I do i>ot pretend that I am fo 
valiant, that the bufinefs will be done by me 
alone; but I declare, dear lord, under the cor- 
rection of your noble council^, that for thefe 
laft fifteen days, I have been folely occupied 
how I could add to your honour, to that of your 
army, and to my own office. I have inftrueted 
the army in the manner in which they were to 
be drawn up: and if, to-morrow, under the 
g^jidance of God, we engage> and they do not 
fee me ; or, if I fail in giving them advice and 
fupport, I whQ have always been accuftomed 
in fuch cafes fo to do, they will be tbunder- 
ftruck ; fome may fay I am a hypocrite, and 
have done this flily, in order to efcape fto^a 

the furft blaws. I • therefore entreat of you, V^^^^ 

dear 
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dear lord, that you would not interfere in what 
has been arranged and ordered for the best, for 
I must fay you will gain the more by it.' 

The king did not know what anfwer to make 
to this fpeech, any more than thofe prefent who 
had heard it. At last the king faid, very pro- 
perly, * Constable, I do not mean to fay that it 
has been any way thought you have not, on 
every occafion, most fully acquitted yourfelf, 
and will still do fo ; but my late lord and father 
loved you more than any other perfon, and had 
the greatest confidence in you: it is from this 
love and confidence which he repofed in yoa 
that I fhould wifh to have you on this occafion 
fiear to me, and in my company. 

* Very dear lord,' replied the constable, * you 
will be fo well attended by fuch valiant men, 
^1 having been fettled with the greatest delibe- 
ration, that it cannot any way be amended, fo 
that you and your council ought to be fatisfied 
with it. I therefore beg of you, for the love of 
God, most dear lord, that you will permit me 
to execute my office ; and to-morrow your fuc- 
cefs fhall be fuch that your friends will be re- 
joiced, and' your enemies enraged.' 

To this the king only anfwered; ' Constable, 
I will it be fo : in God's nam^, and in the name 
of St. Denis, act as becomes your office. I will 
not fay one word more to you on the fubject ; 
for you fee clearer in this bufinefs tTian I do, 
or thofe who first projiofed it. Be to-morrow 
at mafs.? * Willingly, fir,' replied the consta- 
ble. He took leave of the king, . who falutecl 
him, and returned to his quarters, with his at- 
tendants arid companions. CHAP. 
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. CHAP. XLIIL 

PHILIP VON ARTAVELD AND HIS FLEMINGS QUIT 
THE STRONG POSITION THEY HAD TAKEN IN 
THE MORNING, TO ENCAMP ON MONT D'OR, 
NEAR TO YPRES. — ^THE CONSTABLE AND AD- 
MIRAL OF FRANCE, WITH THE BASTARD OF 
LANGRES, SET OUT TO RECONNOITRE THEIR 
SITUATION, 

/^N the Thurfday morning all the men at 
y^ arms of the army, the van-guardj the rear- 
guard and the king's battalion, armed them«' 
felves completely, except their lielm^«» as if 
they were about to ei\gage: for th/e lords wdi 
knew the day could not pafs without ^ battle* 
from tl^ reports pf the foragers: on jlibe Wed- 
nefday evening, who had feen tl^ Eb^mings on 

th^ir inarch demanding a biktU^, . 

The king of Jf ranee heard m^y ^ ^id the 
9ther lords, who all devoutly prig^^ to Gqd, 
that the day might turn oqt to tbeii^ bOnour. 
In the morning there was a thtjcjc ihi^, which 
continued fo long that do Qiie could fee the 
distance of an acre : the Idrds were much 
vexed at this, but they could not remedy it. 

A^er the king's ma(s, wbi^ h^ been ^- 
tendefi by the constable and Qtihergteat locda, 
it was ordered th^t thoi[e valiant jknights fir 
Oliver de Cliflbn constable pf Fntnce, .fir John 
de Viei]^i^e admir^ pf ^rwce^ndfir William ide 
^oiti^r|i^|^tard oi L^gr^, who b^ l^en bag 
" ' .. • • .•• . • nfed 
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ufed to arms, iliould reconnoitre the pofition of 
the Flemings, and report to the king and his 
uncles the truth of it : during which time, the 
lord d'Albreth and fir Hugh de Ch^tillon were 
employed in forming the battalions. 

Thefe three knights, leaving the king, fet off 
on the flower of their fteeds and rode towards 
that part where they thought they fhould find 
the Flemings, and towards the fpot where they 
had encamped the preceding night: 

You muft know that on the Thurfday morn- 
ing, when the thick mift came on, the Flem- 
ings having, as you have before heard, march- 
ed, before day-break, to this ftrong pofition, 
had there remained until about eight o'clock, 
wh^n, not feeing nor hearing any thing of the. 
French, their numbers excited in them pride 
and felf-fufliciency ; and their captains, as wdi 
as others, began thus to talk among them- 
felves : ^ What are we about thus fianding fiiill, 
and almoil frozen with cold ? Why do we not 
advance with courage, fince fuch is our incli- 
nation, and feek our enemies to combat them ? 
We remain here to no purpofe, for the French 
will never come to look for us. Let us at 
leafi. march to Mont d'Qr, and take advantage 
of the mountain. 

Many fuch fpeeches were made, and they att 
CQofetated to march . to Mont d'Or, which was 
between then) and the French. In order to 
avoid the ditch in their front, they turned the 
grore and entered the plain. Whilft they wete 
ibm on th^r mardi round the grove, the three 

knights 
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knights came fo opportunely that they re6oh-» 
noitred them at their eafe, and rode by the fid^ 
of their battalions, which werie again formed 
within a bow-fhot from them. When they had 
confidered them on the left, they did the fame 
on the right, and thus carefully and- full^ ex- 
amined them. 

The Flemings faw them plainly, but paid 
not any attention to them -, nor did any one 
quit his raliks. The three knights were well 
mounted, and fo fnuch ufed to this bnfinefs 
that they cared not for them. Philip faid to his 
captains, — ^ Our enemies are near at hand: 
let us draw up h^e in battle-array for the com- 
bat. I have feen ftrong appearances of their 
intentions : for thefe three horfemen who pafs 
and repafs have reconnoitred us, and are ftifl 
doing fo.' 

Upon this, the Flemings halted on the Moirt 
d'Or, and formed in one thick and ftrbng bat- 
talion ; when Philip faid aloud,—* Gentlemen^ 
when the attack begins, remember our ene- 
mies were defeated and broken at the battle of 
Bruges by our keeping in a compact body. Bfe 
careful not to open your ranks, but let e^ery 
man ftrengthen himfelf as much as poffible and 
bear his ftafF right before him. You will ibter- 
mix ybiir arms, fo that no one may break you, 
and march ftraight foi*wi^rd vi^ith a good itep> 
without turning to the right op left; and act 
together, fo that, when the conflict begitis, yo^ 
may throw your bombardes and fhoot with 
your crofs-bows in fuch manner thaibour &^^ 

mies niay be thunderilruck with furprife/ 

Wheu 
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When Philip had formed his men in battle 
array, and told them how they were to act, he 
went to the wing of his army in which he had 
the greateft confidence. Jfear him was his page 
en tlie courfer, to whom he faid, — * Go, wait 
for me at that buflj out of bow-ftiot; and, when 
thou fti'cilt fee the difcoinfitufe of the French 
and the purfiuit begin, bring me myhorlje and 
^out ^)y cry ; they will make way for thee to 
Vcome to me, for I wiih to be the firft. in, the 
purfuit.' 

The page, on , thefe words, left his mailer 
imd did as he had ordered him. Philip placed 
near him, on the fide of this wing, forty Eogr 
Jifli ajrchei*s whom he had in his pay. Now, if 
it be confide^'ed hpw well Philip had arranged 
this bufinefs^ I ain of opinion, and in this I am 
joined by feveral others, that he well knew 
jthe art of war: but in one infiance, which I 
mHiII relate, he acted wropg. It was in quitting 
the firft ilrong pofition he had taken in the 
morning ; for they would never have fought to 
light hin^ there, as it would have been too 
much to their difadvantage ; but he wiflied to 
ihew th^t his people were men of courage, ani 
)iad little fear of their enemies. 
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CHAP. XLIV. 

THE BATTLE OF ROSEBECQUE, BETWEEN THE 
FRENCH AND FLEMflsTOS.*— jfHILIP VON ARTA- 
VELD IS SLAiK, AND HIS WHOLE ARMY DE- 
FEATED. 

THE thre* knights returned to the king of 
France and to his battaIions> which had 
already been. formed and were marching flowly 
in order of battle ; for there were many prudent * 
and brave men, who had been long accuftbmed 
lo arms, in the van-guard, in the king's bat- 
talion, and in the rear-guard, who knew well 
what they were to do, for they were the floW€rr 
of chivalry in Ohriftendom: Way #aLs i^tAe 
for them; and the lord de Cliilbn fpoke firft, 
bowing to the king from his horfe^ and taking 
off the beaver he wore, faying, ^Sine, rejoi<!?ei 
thfefe people are oi^r ^wn, and (Air lufty varlets 
Will fight well with thetn.' * Constable,' re- 
plifed the kingy * God aflfet yoii 1 now advance, 
Sri th6 name of God and St. D^nis/ 

The knights, before mentioned ds the king's 
liwdy-gnard, ndW drew up in godd order. The 
king createdtnany riew ktiights; as diddifiei^iit 
lords in their battkliiiM, ft> that f€?verial iifeW 
banners were difplayed. 

It was ordered, that when the engagement 
was about to commence, the battalion ' of the 
king, with the oriflamme of France, fliould 
march to the front of the army, that the van 
and rear guards fhould form the two wings as 
.<|>6^ily as poffible^ $ind by this means inclofe 

and 
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and straiten the Flemings, who were di^awn Mip 
in the clofest order, and g^a a great advaitt^ge 
over them. Notice. of this intended moyement 
Wm fent to the rear*guard, of which the count 
^'£ui the count de Blois, the count de St, Pol; 
the count de Harcourt, the count de Ghitiiloh 
and the lord de ia Fere were commanders^ 

The young lord de Haurel difpldyed hid ban- 
ner this day before the count de Blois, who aUb 
knighted fir l^homas dlstre, and the bastard 
fir James de Hameth. According to the re- 
port of the heralds, there were this.day created 
four hundred and fixty-feven knights. 

The lord de Cli{r<Hi, fir John de Vienne and 
^ fir William de I^mgres, haying made their . re<» 
port to the king, left htm and V^nt. to their 
post in the yan-guard« Shortly afteiwards, the 
orifiamme was difplayed.by fir Peter db Vitiiers 
who bore it. Some fay (as they find it iferitten) 
thai; it was neyer before difplayed against Chrif- 
tians, and that it was^a matter of great doubt 
during the march whether it fhoiild be. ilif- 
played or not. i Howeyer, the matter faarin^ 
been fiilly confidered, they refi)l\fled.t&:>dii^k.y 
it, becauie the Fleming folknred opinipnf coh^ 
teary po Haat of pope Clement,.and eaited Jiiem* 
felyes Urbanists; for which the French ikid 
they were rebellious and out of the pale of the 
church,. This was the, principad cs^iie why it 
bmi been brought smd difplay^- inr ¥kakders. 

The orifiamme * was a mofi excdleut ban* 



ner. 



* The oriflamme was a facred banner carefufly pfefervigd 

in 
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ner, and had been fent from heaven with great 
mystery : it is a fort of gonfanon *, and is of 
much comfort in the day of battle to thofe who 
fee it Proof was made of its virtues at this 
time; for all the morning there was fo thick a 
fog that' with difficulty could they fee each 
other, but the moment the knight had difplayed 
it and raifed his lance in the air this fog in- 
stantly difperfed, and the (ky was as clear as 
it had been during the whole year. 

The lords of France were much rejoiced when 
they faw this clear day, and the fun Ihine, fo 
that they could look about them on all fides. 

It was a fine fight to view thefe banners, hel 
mets and beautiful emblazoned arms : the army 
kept a dead filence, not uttering a found, bat 
eyed the large battalion of Flemings before 
them, who were marching in a compact body, 
with their staves advanced in the air, which 
looked like fpears, and, fo great were their 
numbers, they had the ap|>earance of a wood. 

The lord d'Estonnenort told me, that he faw 
(as well as feveral others) when the oriflamme was 
difplayed, and the foghaH difperfed, a white dove 
fly many tiines round the king's battalion. When 
it had made feveral circles, and the engagement 



of a red colour, and had the name of St. Dipnyiius on it 
This was never called out but on the moft urgent occafions, 
when the king himfelf was prefent, and to be difplayed folely 
agaioft. heretics. - > . 

* Gonfanon was a fquare pennon fixed to the end of a 
lance: fuch are now ufed in Italy: and the bearer was 

(Called .Gonfanonier> or Gonfaloniere. ^ .« 

was 
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was about to begtn^ it perched on oneofthi^ 
king's banners :, this was conjGidered as a fortu* 
nate omen. 

The Flemings advanced fo near that they com« 
menced a cannonade with bars of iron, and quar- 
rels headed with brafs. Thus wag the battle be- 
gun by Philip and his men againft the king's 
battsdion, which at the outfet was very (harp : 
for the Flemings^ inflamed with pride and cou^ 
rage, came on with vigour, and, pufhing with 
ihoulders and bneafts like enraged wild boars, 
they were fo ftrongly interlaced one with the 
other, that they could not be broken^ nor their 
ranks forced. 

By this attack, of cannons and bombarde&» 
the lord d' Albaruin, banneret, Morlet de Haruin, 
and James Dore, on the fide of the French, were 
firft llain,and the king's battalion obliged to fall 
back. But the van and rear guards pufhed for^ 
ward, and, by inclofing the Flemings,' ftraiten- 
ed them much. Upon the two wings thefe men 
at arms made their attack : and, with their well 
tempered lances of Bourdeaux, pierced, thrqfugh 
their coats of niail^ to the flefli. All who were 
uiTailed by them drew back to avoid the blows, 
far never would thofe that efcaped return to the 
combat : by this means, the Flemings were fp 
.ftraitened that they could not .ufe their ftaves 
.to defend themfelves. They loft both ftrength 
and breath, and, falling upon ooe another, were 
ilifled to death without ftriking a blow. 

Philip von Artaveldwasfurrounded, wounded 
by fpears, and beaten down, with numbers of 
4the Ghent men w^o were his guards, . When 
. Vol. VI. ^ Q Philip's 
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Philip *s page Ikw'the illfuccds of his coimtry- 
men, being well mounted on hiscourfer, he fct 
oft', and left his mafter, for he could not give him 
any afilftance, and returned towards Courtray, 
on his way to Ghefat. 

When the Flemings found themfelves inclofed 
on Uvo fides, there was an end to the bufinefs, 
for they could not aflift each other. The king's 
battalion, which had been fomewhat difordered 
at the beginning, now recovered. 

The men at arms knocked down the Flemings 
with all their might. They had well fliarpened 
battle-axes, with which they cut through hel- 
mets and diibrain^d heads: others gave fuch 
blows with leaden maces that nothing could 
withftand them. Scarcely were the Eiemings 
overthrown before the pillagers advanced, who, 
mixing with the men at arms, made life of the 
large knives they carried, and finifhed flaying 
whoever fell into their hands, without more 
mercy than if they had been fo many dogs. 
The clattering on the helmets, by the axes and 
leaden maces, was fo loud, that nothing dfe 
could be heard for the noife. I was told that if 
all the armourers of Paris and Bruxelles had 
been there working at their trade, they could 
not have made a greater noife than thefe com- 
batants did on the helmets of their enemies ; for 
they ftruck with all their force, and fet to their 
wovk with the greateft good will. 

Some, indeed, prefled too forward into the 
crowd, and were iurrounded and flain: in par- 
ticular fir Louis de Goufalz, a knight fix)m Berry, 
and fir Bleton de Reniel. There were feveral 

more, 
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more, which was a great pity ; but in fuch a 
battle as this, where fuch numbers were engag- 
ed, it is not poffible for victory to be obtained 
without being dearly bought ; for young knights 
and fquires, eager to gain renown, willingly run 
into perils in hopes of honour. 

The crowd was now fo great, and fo dange- 
rous for thofe inclofed in it, that the men at 
arms, if not inftantly affifted, could not raife 
themfelves when once down. By this were fe- 
veral of the French killed and fmothered ; but 
they were not many, for when in danger they 
helped each other. There was a large and high 
mount of the Flemings who were flain ; and 
never was there feen fo little blood fpilt at fo 
great a battle, where fuch numbers were killed. 

When thofe in the rear faw the front fail, and 
that they were defeated, they were greatly afto- 
nifhed, and began to throw away their staves 
and armour, to difband and fly towards Cour- 
tray and other places, not having any care but 
to fave themfelves if poflible. The Bretons and 
iFrench purfued them into ditches, alder groves 
and heaths, where they fought with and flew 
them. Numbers were killed in the purfuit, be- 
tween the field of battle and Courtray, whither 
they were flyiag in their way to Ghent. 

This battle on Mont d'Or took place the 
27th day of November, on the Thurfday before 
Advent, intl^e year of grace 1382; and at that 
time the king of France was fourteen years of 
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OHAP. XLV 



tHE NUMBER OF SLAIN AT THE BATTLE OF 
ROSEBECQUE AND PURSUIT AFTERWARDS. — 
PHILIP VON ARTAVELD IS HANGED AFTER HE 
WAS DEAD. — THE SIEGE OF OUDENARDE IS 
RAISED. — PETER D\5 BOIS RETREATS TO 
GHENT.— THE KING OF FRANCE FIXES HIS 
QUARTERS IN THE TOWN OF COURTRAY. • 

npHUS were the riemings defeated oh Mont 
■*- d'Or, their pride humbled, and Philip von 
Artateld flain ; and with him nine thoufand men 
from Ghent and its dependencies, (according to 
"the report of the heralds) on the fpot, not indud- 
ingthofe killed in the purfuit, which amounted to 
twenty-five thoufand more. This battle, from 
the beginning to the defeat, did not last more 
than half an hour. The event was Very honour- 
able to all.Christendom, as well as to the nobility 
and gentry; for had thofe low^-bred peafants 
fucceeded, there would have been unheard-of 
cruelties pi-actifed, to the destruction of all gen- 
tlemen, by the common people who had every 
where rifen in rebellion. Now, let us think of 
the Parifians : what they will fay, when they hear 
the news of the defeat of the Flemings at Rofe- 
becque, and the death pf Philip von Artaveld 

their 
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their leader ? They will not be much rejoiced 
more than feveral other large towns. * 

When this battle was completely finiihed, they 
. aUo#ed time for the purfuers to collect together, 
and founded the trumpets of retreat, for each 
to retire to his quarters, as was- proper. The 
van-guiard halted beyond the king's battalion, 
where the Flemings were quartered on the Wed- 

liefday, and made themfelves very comfortable ; 
for there was a fufficiency of provifion in the 
kiiig*s army, befides the purveyances 'which 
came from Ypres* * They made, the enfuing 
night, brilliant fires in different places, of the 
staves of the Flemings : whoever wiftied for any 
could collect fufficient to load his back. 

When the king of France arrived at his camp, 
where his magnificent pavilion of red filk had 
been pitched, and when he had been difarmed, 
his uncles, and many barons of France came, as 
was right, to attend on him. Philip von Arta- 
veld then came into his mind, and he faidt * If 
Philip is dead or alive, I fhould like to fee him.* 
They replied ; ' they would have a fearch made 
for him.' It was proclaimed through the army,' 
that whoever fliould difcover the body of Philip 
von Artavdd, fhould receive one hundred francs. 
Upon this the varlets examined the dead, who 
were all irtripped, or nearly fo, and Philip 
through avarice, was fo strictly fought after,' 
that he was found byavarlet, who had formerly 
ferved him fome time; and who If new him perfect* 
ly. He was dragged before tH^ king's pavilion. 
Xbe king Ipoked at him for fome time^ as did the 

othej 
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other lords. He \iras turned over and over to Set 
if he had died of wounds^ but they found none 
that could have canfed his death. He had been 
fqueezed in the crowd, and, £alling into a ditch, 
numbers of Ghent men fell uponhiili, who' died 
in his company. 

When they had flifficiently viewed him, he 
was taken from thence and hanged on a tree* 
Such was the end of Philip von Artaveld. 

Sir Daniel de Haluin who, with his knights 
and fquires, had held out Oudenarde fo highly 
to his honour, knowing well that the king of 
France was in Flanders, and that there would be 
a battle with the Flemings, lighted^ late at night 
on the Wednefday preceding the battle^ four 
torches, which he hoifted above the walls, as a 
fignal that the fiege woiild be raifed. 

About midnight, on the Thurfday, news was 
brought to the lord of Harzelles and the others, 
that their army had been completely routed, 
and Philip von Artaveld flain. Upon this they 
instantly brdkeup the fiege, and marched away 
for Ghent, leaving behind them the greater part 
of their stores, each running as fast as he could 
to Ghent, The garrifon of Oudenarde was ig- 
norant of this retreat, and remained fo utLtil the 
morrow-morning. On being infonndd of it they 
fallied out, and carried into Oudenarde great 
pillage of knives, carriages and stores, which 
they found hid. 

On Thurfday evening, intelligence arrived at 
Bruges of the defeat of the army, and of every 
thing being lost; They were mor^ astonifted 

than 
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than ever, and faid among themfelves ; * Our 
destruction is now come upon us : if the Bretons 
fliould advance hither and enter our town, -we 
fhaH be pillaged and murdered, for they will 
fpare none.' Upon this, the townfpeople, of 
both fexes, collected their jewels and most pre- 
cious effects, and began to embark in veffels, to 
fave themfelves by fea, in Holland or Zealand, 
or wherever, fortune (hould carry thqm. In this 
mariner were they employed four days ; and you 
would not have found in iall the hotels of Bruges 
one fllver fpoon. Every thing was packed up 
for fear of the Bretons. 

When Peter du Bois, who was confined to his 
bed from the wounds he had received at C,om- 
mines, heard of the defeat of the army, and death 
of Philip von Artavdd, and how much the in- 
habitants of Bruges were alarmed, he did not 
think himfelf very fafe, and therefore declared 
he would fet out froni Bruges and return to 
Ghent; for he thought that Ghent vjrould be 
much frightened : he therefore ordered a litter 
for himfelf, as he could not ride. ' 

You must know, that when the news arrived 
at .Ghent of the great lofs of .their men, the death 
of Philip von Artaveld, and thrf destruction of 
their army, they were fo much castdown^ that if 
the French on the day of the battle, or even on 
the Friday or Saturday, had advanced to Ghent 
before Peter da Bois arrived there, they would 
have opened the gates to them, without any 
oppofition, and fubmitted to their mercy. 

But 
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B|it.the French did not attend to this, thii4* 
ing themfelves perfectly masters fince Philip 
was dead ; and that the Ghent ^men would, of 
their own accord, furrender themfejyes to the 
king's mercy. This measure, however, th^y did 
not adopt* On the contrary, they alone carried 
on the war with greater vigour and bittemeis 
than before, as you will hear related in thp con- 
tinuance of this history. 

On the Friday the king 4iflodged froto Rofe- 
becque^ on account of the stench of the dead: 
he was advifed to advance to Cpurtray to riefrefli 
himfelf. The halze* and foipe knights and 
fquires who well knew the country, mounting 
their horfcs, entered the town of Cpurtray fiiB 
gallop ; for there was not any oppofitioh made. 
The women, both rich and poor, and nianyinen 
alfo, ran into cellars and churches to fave them- 
felves, fo that it was a pitiful jight* 

Thofe who first entered Cotlrtray gained cpp- 
fiderably by the pelage. The French and Bre- 
tons next came there, and lodged themfelves ^ 
they entered. The king of France made h|s 
entry the first day of December. 

A strict fearch was now made over thp town 
for the Flemings wjio had hid themfelves^ and no 
man was admitted to mercy, for the French 
hated them as much as they were hated by the 
townspeople, on account of a battle which had 

« This name has puzzled me very much : . I icannotfind >^ 
in any dictionary. It is called^ both in MSS* and prifyt* 
.Hafe, I]aze> Hazale and Halze. 
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formerly been fought before Courtray, when the 
count Robert d'Artois and all the flower of 
the French nobility were flain. 

The king had heard that there was in a 
chapel of the virgin in Courtray five hundred 
gilt fpurs^ which had belonged to the knights 
of France who had periflied at the battle of 
Courtray in the year 150S, and that the inha- 
bitants every year kept a grand folemnity, by 
way of triumph, for the fuccefs of this battle. 
He declared he would make them pay for it ; 
and, on his departure, would give up the towutp 
fire and flame ; fo that they fhould remember^ in. 
times to come, that the king of France had 
been there. 

Soon after the arrival of the king and hi9 
lords at Courtray, fir Daniel de Haluin, with 
fifty lances from the garrifon of Oudenarde, 
came thither to pay their refpects to the king. 
They were very gracioufly received by him and 
his lords 5 and, after flaying thiere one day, they 
returned to their companioas in Oudenarde* 
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CfUP. XLVI. 

BRUGES SUBMITS TO THE / KING'S MERCY. — 

THE COUNT DE BLOIS GUARDS THE COUN- 

; TRY OF HAINAULT FROM BEING PILLAGED. 

—THE INHABITANTS OF GHi;Nt GAIN COU- 

RAG£ FROM PETER DU BOIS. 

^ I ^HE Bretons and the van-guard fhewed very 
-*-* plainly tlie great defire they had to march 
to Bruges and to divide the fpoil among them- 
felves, for they were quartered betyeeii Tou- 
rout and Bruges. iTIie earl of Flapders, who 
. had an affection for the town of Bruges, and 
who would have been fprry for its deftruction, 
had ftrong. fufpicioris of their defigns. He had 
received intelligencie of what Was going forward 
in ]&higes> and how very much they were fright- 
ened. He therefore took (companion on them, 
and fpoke to his fon, the duke of Burgundy, 
remonfirating with him, that if the town of 
Bruges fhould throw itfelf on the king^s mercy, 
it ought not to be refufed : for, if the Bretons 
or others were permitted to enter it, it would be 
irrecoverably ruined. The duke agreed to this. 
Now it happened that, during the king's refi- 
dence at Courtray, the inhabitants of Bruges, 
who were in great alarms and knew not whether 
to quit their town or wait the event, determined 
to fend two friars to the king^ to iblicit a paif- 
* ^ port 



235 

port tbt twelvef of the principal inhabita^s to 
ivaiit on his tfiajefty and ittj their cafe before 
hini; 

TH^ m<mks camef to Cbtirtray and fpoke with 
the king ahd his conncil, and the earl of Flan- 
der^3 who feftehed the biifinefs ^s much as he 
cottld. Thfe king granted the paffport for the 
' twelve citizens to come and return^ and fmd he 
would willingly hear them. 

On the return of the monks to Brttges^ twelve 
deputies fet out, under the paiTport they had 
brought, and came to the king at Courtray, 
where thfey found him accompanied by his ua- 
cleS4 They call themfelves on their knees^ and 
entreated him to accept them for his fubj^cts ; 
that they were his men, and the town was at 
his mercy; but begged him, for the love of 
God, to have pity on them, and not fufferthe 
town to be deftroyed or pillaged 3 for, if it were> 
too many perfons would be i^ined. With re* 
gard to having oppofed their lord^ they had 
been forced to it by Philip von Artaveld and tht 
G^ent men ; for they had always loy^y acquit^ 
ted themfelves to the earf. 

The king heard this fpeech through the inter* 
pretation of the earl of Flanders> who was 
prefent, and who on his kii^es entreated for 
tfaem. 

It was explained to the citizens of Bragies, 
that it would be neceffi^ry to fatisfy the Bre^nft 
and men a:t arms who w^re eHieasniped between 
Tourout and Bruges,- and that there was no 
other me^ns of doing fo but with MOney. 

Upon this, negotiations we^ entered upon 

as 
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fts to the fum : at firft, two hundred thoufand 
francs were demanded; but it was redi,iced at 
laft to fix fcore thoufand francs, fixty thoufand 
of which they were to pay down; and the re- 
mainder Pit Candlemas ;. for which the king df- 
fured them peace 5 but they f urrendered them- 
felv^ fimply as lii^ge men to the king of France 
by faith and homage. 

By this means was the gQod town of Bruges 
prevented from being pillaged. The Bretons 
were much vexed at it, for they thought to have 
,had their Ihare ; and fonie of them fajd, when 
they hieard peace had been made, that this war 
in Flanders was not worth any thing; that they 
bsA gained too little pillage, and th^t it did not 
end well for them ; adding, — * But when we 
return home, H (hall be through the country of 
Hainault; and duke Albert, who governs it, has 
pot gtffifted his coufin the earl of Flanders, but 
has acted in a double manner. It will be right 
that we pay him a vifit : for Hainault is a rich 
ftnd plentiful country : befides^ we fliall not 
find any one to obilruct our paffage, and we 
may there make amends for our loffes and ill 
paid wages.' 

. There was a time when thofe of this opinioi^ 
amounted to twelve hundred fpears, Qretons^^ 
Burgundians, Savoyards and others. You may 
fuppofe the charming Country of Hainault was 
in jeopardy. The gallant count de Biois, who 
was one; of the greateft lords of the rear*guard, 
and of the king's council, heard of this intends 
ed march, and that the Bretons, Burgundians. 
and pthers, who only l<x>ked for pijlage, me- 
naced 
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naced' the fair- ooitotry of Hainault ; he took 
imme^ate iieps to prevent it, iaying^ it was 
noi to be fuSercd tbat fo fine a country (hould 
be overrun, and pillaged. 

He fummoned to his lodgings his coufins, 
the count de la Marche» the . count de St. Pol, 
the lord de Coucy, the lord d'Anghien and 
feveral more, all holding lands in Haiiiault, and 
who bad come thither to ferve the king, and 
remouftrated with them, that they ought not 
by any means to fuGEer the good country of 
Haiil^ult, whence they had fprung, and where 
they had eftates, to be pillaged in any way 
whatever ; for, with r^ard to the war, Hainault 
had not been in the leaft wanting, but had moil 
loyally affifted the king in this expedition with 
its barons, and, before the king came into Flan- 
ders, it had aided the earl of Flanders with its 
knights and fquires, who had fhut themfelves 
in Oudenarde and Dendremonde, at the riik 
of their lives and fortunes. 

The count de Blois exerted himfelf fo much, 
and gained fo many partifans, that all thofe 
meafures were brokep, and Hainault remained 
An peace. This gallant lord performed anoth^ 
noble fervice. There was in Flanders a knight 
called the lord d'Efquemine, .]j^ho from affte- 
tion to a relation of his, called Daniel Bufe, killed 
in Valenciennes by his own fault, had declared 
he wouldsmake war on and harrafs that town. He 
had done fo, and threatened to infult it stiH 
aiore^ being feconded by many friends inclined 
to evil ; for it was reported that he had coIlect> 
ed full five hundred fpears, who would follow 

him 
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htni into Haina4iU to a^ttdick-the t^wn df ^Val^n- 
cienhe$, in which they faid he Was juftified. 
But when the coujat de Blois heard of it, he 
went to him nobly accojddpanied^ and ordered 
the knight not to dare enter Haifiault, nor to 
. conduct any men at arms into the countries of 
»his coufin duke Albert, otherwife he fhould pay 
dearly for it. This gaUant count went further, 
and made the knight his particular friend, and 
. obfequious to himfelf and the lord de Coucy ; 
and thus was that town kept in peace. Such 
' fervices did thte count de Blois to Hainault 
and Valenciennes, for which he gained great 
love and affection, but particularly from Valen- 
ciennes. 

The lords and the men at arms Hill remained 
•inand about Courtray, for they knew not whe- 
ther the king would march to Ghent or not. 
The French imagined, that when Bruges had fur- 
Tendered itfelf to the king's mercy, Ghent would 
do the fame, fince it had loft its leader, and fuch 
..numbers of meii at the battle of Rofebecique. 
In truth, ibr three days, the inhabitants were 
/well inclined fo to do, and knew not how to^act : 
to < quit the town and- leave every thing> twr to 
&ndthe keys to the -king, said furrender them* 
l^ves to his-mercy. They were fo completdy 
cail down that there was tneitber union nor ftea* 
dinefs among them. The lord de Har^selles^ 
though in the town, -was incapable of giving 
them comfort. 

When Peter du Bois arrived, helbund^ie 
^ates^ open without any guards^ which muoh. 
ifoiprifed him ; and he aiked^^ #hy they did not 

better 
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better gMUrd the 'towzi. Thofe who eaaste to 
him^ and who were much rejoiced at hi^^rrival, 
replied ; * Ah, fir, what can twe do ? You know 
we have had onr good captain flain ; ami, by 
an. exact ^connt, the toMm of Ghent has loft, 
without counting firaogorSt full nine tboufand 
men. This lofs touches us fo nearly that we 
have no hopes left.' 

* Ye foolifh people/ anfwered. Peter du Bois, 
* are ye thus thunderftruck when the war is not 
near over, nor the town of. Ghent fo famous as 
(he (hall be ? If Philip is dead, it has been by 
his own Yi<rfence. Clofe your gates, and think 
of preparing to defend yourfelves. Ye do not 
fuppofe that the king of France will come here 
^his winter-time ; and before the proper feafon 
fliall arrive, we flioll have gained reinforce- 
ments from our friends in Holland, Zealand, 
(pruelderkmd, Brabant and other places. We 
can have men enough for our money. Francis 
Atremen, who is now in England, will foon re- 
turn, and he and I will be your captains. The 
war has never been fo ferious, or fo well conduct- 
ed, as we will have it. We are much better 
dione than joined- by all Flanders ; for while we 
had the country v^ith us, we knew not how to 
aiake war. Let us now attend to the bufineis 
Ottrfelves, and we (hall perform greats exploits 
than have hitherto foe^i done.' 

By fuch fpeeches as this did Peter du'Bois 
rsdlythe caft-down inhabitants of Ghent, who 
"f^ould, without doubt, have funrendered them- 
felves unconditionally to the king of France, if 
Peter du Bois' h^ not been there. So muck 

' depends 
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depends upon die courage and ability of a 
fingle man. 

When the Ghent men faw five or fix days pafs 
over without any attempt being made On their 
town, nor any appearance of a fiege, tEey re- 
covered their courage, and became moire pre- 
fumptuous than before. 
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THE TREATY BETWEEN THE ENGLlSft AND 
FLEMINGS IS BROKEN. — ^THE KING OF FRANCt 
DEPARTS FROM FLANDERS. 

A70U have before heardhow fir WiUiamFre- 
■^ miton, having beefi fent by. the king of 
England and his council with letters to. the 
principal towns in Flanders on the fubject of 
the intended treaties between them^ had remain- 
ed at Calais, and with him Francis Atr^men 
smd'the fix citi:ieio^s of Ghent. When the Flem- 
ings heard of the defeat at Rofdbeoque, they 
were fo much aftoniilied, that the Engliih knight 
JTaw he had no occafion to proceed further, for 
:there was an end of the freaty. He therefore 
^ok hi^ letters without having fealed t)iem,>nd 
returned to England as fpeedily as he ooi^ld, to 
retete the partici)lars of this event. 

The nobles of England were not forry^on hear* 
ingit; for they faid, that if the comtnonattyof 
vFlanders had been victorious over the king ;c^f 
France^ and his nobility had b^en ilaiu, the pri^ 
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4E^ t}«l> ddmman' people' wiMifd have b^eif fa gr^aR; 
tJ^tO^afygentieiUeniTOttld haVehad caufe tolamen,t 
ity for ap|)eirahci9 of infurrectidns had bqm 
fhewn in Eagland:' 

The n'emtn^, who bad beeri fent to Londoa 
itridl Frtocis Atremeh, were much caft down, 
add, haftiiy embafkiltg at Cidais, (ailed to Mid- 
diedbottrg'itt Zealand. The deputies returned to 
their dilft>retit towns, and Francb Atremen and 
lm*c0iDQl|Kamiohs got to Ghent as well as they Were 
abti, throu^ Zealand, bkit Hot until the king 
of Frante had left Flanders. 

Durmg the refidence of the king of France in 
Couhna^jry many councils were held, ta determine 
whesthflBT lihey ihouid lay liege to Ghent or not. 
The king was well inclined for fo dding, as were 
the • Brebons and Burgundians. But the lords of 
the council, asr it was now the heart of winter, 
confidered, that no effectual war could be carried 
ous aiid thdt the knights were much weakened 
and harraffisd by the cold; that, as the rivers 
roAnd' Ghent were wide and deep, it would be 

• Idmeiiiirowii away to attempt the fiege: befides, 
thH^&ieJb were alCb worn down by the rains, the 
coldi and lying on the ground, fo that, every 
thing confidered, the king was advifed to return 
tiy/]^rna?fr, where he might recruit himfelf and 
leeep his Ohrifhnas. Thofe from the more diftant 
prat^ ituich as Auiretgne, Daupbiny, Savoy and 

' Bugiiiuly, were to marth quietly into tjheir own 

codiftfi^s. Bat the kihg^ and his council wifhed 

lAsffBwettm^y ^Nomiaaaei^d French to remain with 
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kim and the cdnilable; fyr, as he could depelil 
^n them, he intended empioymg them againft the 
-Parifians, who had' been fo bufjr in forging ar- 
mour, to make them behave better than they had 
thitherto done, fince the coronation of the king. 

When the king of JFraace departed ifrom 
-Courtray , he was not forgetful, any more than his 
'lords, of the gik fpnrs which had bc^n hung up 
ma church 'at Courtray, and which had belonged 
to the French nobility wlw^had fallen with Robert 
d'Artois at the battle df Courtray. The king 
therefore ordered the town to be burnt, and de- 
ftroyed. The earL of Flandiersy on hef^ring of 
fliis, wetit to the king,, in hopes of i;eniedyi]lg 
it, and flung' Wmfelf on bis knees,. begging of 
him to recal his orders; but the king anfwered, 
he would do no fuch thing. The earl dared not 
renew his requefl, but went away to his lodgings 
before they were fet on fire. 

The duke of Burgundy had taken down a 
(iurious clock which ftruckthe hours, : the hand- 
fomefl that was to be feen on either fide lOf the fiea, 
which lie had caufed to be packed up> atnlr. pla- 
ced oh carts with its bell, and carried: to 'I>ijo0, 
where it was placed, and there ilrikes ike hdufs 
day and night. 

After the king had quitted the town j it :was 
harftily treated;- for it was burnt and defli^yed 
without mercy : and many knightsy fqui)bes> men 
at arms, fine children,; both boys, and.gids^iitece 
carried away as flaves, tor be ranfoniied. . Tte kiilg 
rode on to Tburnay^ whe^e he wiis j9mmi<iyerj 

. 'I J . wlj^ect 
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l^fpect due. to him, and fixed his quarters at the 
abbey of Saint Martin. The inhabitants were 
all drefled in white with three green bars on one 
fide : and proper houfes were allotted to the lords. 
The king was at Saint Martins : and his attend- 
ants occupied one quarter of the town. The duke 
de Berry was lodged in the palace of the bishop; 
the duke de Bourbon at the crown ; the duke of 
Burgundy at the Golden Head ; the confiable at 
St^ Jameisr'^ Head. 

Prodamsition was made for none to do any 
damage to the good people of Tournay, under 
pain of deaths nor take any thing without payr 
itig for if, rior to enter the country of Hainault 
\4rif h intent of doing mifchief. All thefe orders 
werfe obferved. The lords 'refreshed themfel^es 
there with their men ^ but thofe from the diftant 
parts returiled to their homes through Lille, 
Douay and Valenciennes. The count de Blois 
took leave of the king and his uncles, and of hi» 
companion the count d'Eu, and retired to his 
inheritance in Hainault. He stopped one day 
andt night at Vatenciennes, where he was 
magnificeritiy entejtained; for he had gained 
the affection of the inhabitants^ as well in gra- 
titude for the fervices he had rendered by pre- 
venting the Bretons, fiurgundians and Savoy- 
ards, from putting their intentions into execution 
of overrunning th§ country, as in regard to fir 
Thierry d'Efqiiemine, who had long kept them 
in alarm, and who, by having put himfelf un- 
der the. .obedience of the count and the lord de 

> « • • • * ■ 

Coucy, had given them peace. 

••■"■•' ''' -• rV •■ ■■ The 
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The count de Blois left Valenciennes and went 
td Landrecies, where he paffed fome time, with 
the lady Mary his wife and his fon Louis, in re- 
covering himfetf from his fatigues. The foUow- 
ing fummer he went to Blois ; but the countefs 
and her fon continued in Hainault, and lived the 
greater part of the time at Beaumont^ 



CHAP- XLVIIL 

VAIN ATTEMPTS MADE FOR PEACE BETWEEN 
THE KING OF FRANCE AND GHENT. — ^THE 
KING, ON HIS RETURN TO PARIS, ORDERS 
THE CHAINS TO BE TAKEN AWAY THAT BAR- 
RICADED THE STREETS."— HE SEVERELY PU- 
NISHES THE PARISIANS. 

THE count de la Marche and fir James de 
. Bourbon, his brother, left Tournay to re-, 
fresh themfelves at their caftle in Hainault. 
The lord Guy de Laval, a Breton, went to 
Cheure in Hainault, which is dividied between 
fir Robert de Namur and himfelf. The lord 
de Coucy stopped at Mortaigne on the Scheld, 
where he refted himfelf and his men: but the 
greater part of the time he was with the king, 
at Tournay. 

The count de St. Pol was commiflioned to cor- 
rect the Urbanists of the town, which was re» 
ported to contain many. Several were difcover- 
ed, and wherever found^. even iu the church of 

N6tre 
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N6trc Dame^ they were arretted, oaft into prifon, 
and paid dearly for their liberty. By this means 
the count de St^Pol amaffed, in a very few days 
leven thojofaitd francs: for none pbtained their 
liberty . without paying, or giving yes:y good fe^ 
carity for ff) doing. 

Duritig the king's refidence at Tournay, the 
men of Ghent had a paflport granted theinr t9 
come thither and return. There were hopes they 
would have been pardoned; but, during the con^ 
ferenQes which were bolden, they wejre as proud 
and hardened as if they had been thex^onguerors 
at the battle of Rofebecque, ^ 

They declared, indeed, that they would wil- 
lingly put the^ifelves ond^r the obedi-cnci^ of the 
king, and woidd form part of the domain oi 
Franc^ under the' jrUrifdiction, of Paris^ but t^t 
they would nev«er acknowledge for their lord earl 
Xx^uis,. becaufe they could never love him for the 
great npK^chieis he had done them. 

Sever^ attempts were made to obtain a peaqe 
t)etween the king and his council with thefe de^ 
:puties$ but» notwithftanding the interfep^ncr of 
iome wife prelates, they could not get from them 
any other anfwer. They dedared to the pre- 
lates, that if they were to live in fuch peril as 
would turn the town upfide down for three oir 
four years, they would never alter .their minds;^ 
They were uAd they might return when they 
jpleafed : upon, which, they departed from Tour- 
nay ta Ghent, and tlungs remained in a ftate €^ 
war* . 

The king of France and his lords took great 

pains 
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pains that all Flanders fhould become Clementifts 
and obey pope Clement : but the principal towns 
were as ftrongly inclined to Urban as the ear!, 
that they could not be moved. They replied, 
through the eari's council, that they would con- 
fider of it, and give a determined ^nfwer before 
Easter: the bufinefs, therefore* w'as held over 
tilFtheti; ^ 

The king of France kept his Christmas at 

Tdurnay : and, when he departed, he appointed 

thte noble lord de Guistelles governor of Bruges, 

the lord "de Saint Py governor of Ypres, the lord 

de Guistelles chief regent of Flariders, and fir 

Jofiri de Jumont governor of Courtray, whither 

the king fent two hundred Breton's arid other 

Afti at arms, and to garrifdn AhJeiiibotrrg.- Sir 

iWiiHaiti de Laumeghien was nominated to Oilde- 

nferde with about one hundred' lances for. his 

garrifdrf: Thus were all the ftrong placds'iii 

Flanders provided \^ith men at arms hitd ftores, to 

enkble'them to carry on the war drfring the 

wihteriipbn the eneriiy's garrifoiis. ' 

- ' Thefe things being arranged, the kii^^ fet out 

ftbhi Toutnay fof Arras, attended by his uncles 

aridi the' earl of Flanders.. During the refidence 

of the king at Arras^ the city ran a great rift of 

b'^in^ pillaged by the . BretDns, to whom large 

funis were due for their pay, and who had fought 

hard in this campaign: they were much dif- 

contented with the king, arid it was ifrith fome 

difficulty they were reft rained. The conftabfe 

and marihalg of France appeafed them^ by pro 
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xnifihg that their whole pay fhould be com. 
pletely paid them at Paris; and, with the lord 
JLouis de Sancerre and the lord de Blainville, 
pledged themfelves for the performance. 

Upon this the king departed; following the 
road to Peronne. The earl of Fknderstook his 
leave of the king, and returned to Lille, where 
he refided. The king continued his route througli 
Peronne, Noyon, .Compiegne, to Sehlis, where 
he flopped. The army took up their quarters in 
the villages between' Senlis and Meaux in Brie, 
and upon the river Marne and round St. Denis 
fo that the whole country was filled with men at 
arms. The king Jilaving left Senlis for Paris, 
ordered his officers to make ready the Louvre, 
where he intended to diftnoutit. His three uncles 
did the fanie, fetiding their fervants to prepare 
their hotels, as did other lords. This they were 
advifed to, by way of precaution ; for the king 
and his lords had bee^i counfelled not to enter 
Paris fuddenly, ajs the Parifians were not to be 
depended on, but to obferve what countenance 
they would (hew, and wliat preparations they had 
made againft the king^s return. The king's of- 
ficers, g.nd the feryants of the other lords, were 
ordered, if any qiieftions were afked about the 
-king,- and if he were coming, to reply, ^ Yes, 
truly: he will be here inftantly.' 

The Parifians, oh learning this, refolvedto arqi 
themfelves, and fliew the king, on his entrance 
iiito Paris, the force that was in the city armed 
frofli head to foot, ready for him, if be pleafed. 



1 
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to difpofe of. It would hwii bie»ei;L })ett!er fQr^k^ 
to liavc remained quiet -in their Jioi^fe?, for tbi? 
difplay coft tbem dearly. They (aid tl^ey had 
done it with good intanticms^ but it wa^ tak^u ia 
an oppofite fenfe. 

The king lodged at Louvpes^, and framthepce 
went to Bourgetf : it was impie4iately ^pporJ;ed in 
Paris, that the king would be inftantly there : 
upon which, upwards of twejity thot^ai;d Parifi- 
an^ armed themfelves and took the field/ and clrew 
up in a h^adfome battalion betweiep St, I^dre 
and Paris, on the fide ofMantiQc^rtre. Their profs- 
bowmen had large fhields and mallets, fmd all 
were prepared as for inftant combat. The king 
was ftill at Bourget, with, his lords, when this 
news was brought theip, and an accoui^t of the 
ilate of Paris. ' See,' faid tht lords, ^ the pride 
and prefumption of this mob ! what are they nqw 
making this difplay for ? if they had thus come 
to ferye the king when he fet out for HapBers, 
they would have done well ; but their h^ads were 
only fluffed with prayers to God, that none of ys 
might return/ To thefe words fome, who would 
have been glad to have gone further and attacked 
the Parifians, added,—' if the king be well ad- 
vifed, he will not put himfel^ into thie Inlands of 

y I I ■■■■■■■ I ■ ni j i i\ m III ■! ■ lia^^Aw^i^ii h ■■ m^ tmtmmt^^m^m^m^ti^mf^^^^ 
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* Louvres^-^a towp in tlf e Ifle of France, five lea^uea Srcm 
Senlis, fix from Paris. 



+ Bour^ct!,— a fmall town in the Uq of f r|^im> ^l^^li^ « 
. Sec^e fkom Pa^is, 

i , fuch 



fttch people, who ipeet him fuljy armed ^heo 
they ought to have come in all humility ^ with a 
procefsion, ringing the bells of Paris, and r6tuhi. 
ing thanks to God for the gr^bd victory he fcik^ 
l^een pleafed to give us in Flanders/ ' ' 

The lords were fomewhat puzzled hol^ to act : 
at laft, it was determined that the conftaSlci^ of 
France, the lord d^Albreth, the lord de Cpucy, 
Sir Guy de la Trimonille and Sir John de Vienne 
ihould go to fpeak with them, and demand the 
reafon why they had come out of Paris in fuch 
a ^ody, arme^ from head to foot^ to mpet thfeir 
king; for that fuch a proceedings had never be- 
fore been known in France. Thefe lords w6te 
prepared to anfwer, whatever might be their fe- 
ply to this q\ieftion ; for they were fully capable 
to manage a bufinefs, had it been of ten titaieii 
the importance. 

They fet out from the king unarmed, and, to 
give a pretext to their iriifsion, thfey took with 
then^ thfee or four h6raJds, whom they et-dered 
to ride forward, faying ; * Go to thofe pebple 
and demand from them a pafTport for t)ht^ xiotbtiigf 
to them and our return, as we ar6 ord^Srecf to 
parley with them, and tell them the king^s cWn- 
mands.' The heralds flicking fputs into thefa* 
horfes, foon came up to the Parifians. "When 
the Parifians faw them coming, Ui^y never 
thought they were ordered' to fpeak vrith th^tti, 
but that they were going to Parb, lik6 men tH^ 
wilhed to get there before hand. 

The hendds, who had their emblazoned ta- 
bard^ 
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tards on, afked, with a loud voice, '^ 'Vt^here are 
the chiefs ? where are the chiefs ? W ho among 
jrou are captains ? becaufe it is to them, our lords 
have ferit us/ Thefe words made ibme of the 
Parifi^us, perceiyp thejr^.had acted wrong, and, 
bo^^i^g . tti^ir he^ds, , replied ; ,* Inhere are no 
chiefs here : we 9,re^but one^ apd ui^der the com- 
mapd pf our lord the king. ^ Speak, in thenam^ 
of .Qod, what you have to (ay/ \^ , . 
. \ My lordp/ anfvYcrecf the herald^ : ^ our lords 
^naming them). have fent us hither 3 fpf they can- 
not jcooceive what are, your intentions; and 'to 
Ijequire that they hi ay peaceably and without peril 
cpxp^ hither and fj^eak with you, and^ return to 
jbhe kiqg;^,with ilich an.^nfwej* as you (Hall give 
theirij, for otherwiife tlpey are afraid to come.' 

^ By my troth," replied thofe to whom thi$ 
ipeech .had beepi addreffedi ^ there was no need 
)to^y#ip tQrps* juplefs ^t ,^9.me f;-ojn their noble 
flOjifl^s^ ^juj; V we ,t$)nk yoij a?;e laughing at us/ 
,'^iAVe,jhg.ye tolfj you. nothing but the truth,' faici 
jthe.b^ei;a)dsu f Well then^' replied the Parifians, 
/. gQ ^4 tell th^n;i 'they may conae hither in per: 
/fspt fJi&ty ^ for they fttall hjaye rio harm from us, 
.»rha are ^feady ^o obey their comnian^s/ 
, ,'f ^ he/'a^ds returned to their lords an.d related 
ivhat ypn have j,u;ft r^a^. The four barons then 
a4vf|n9js^^' attended by the heralds, to tjie Parifi- 
;ans^ Fl^om they found drawn up. in y^^ry hand- 
fome battle-array. They were upwards of twenty 
thoufand. J^^ thefe lords rode by. them, ex- 
junining and praifing, in their own minds, their 

bandfom^ 



251 

hahdfome appearance; the Paiifians b<ywed as 
•they paiTed. When -they were arrived in the 
centre, they flopped : and the conftable^ addreif- 
ing theiTi, faid witha 'l6tad voice; * Yoii peidpleof 
Paris, what can have induced you thus to quit 
your town in fiich array? It ^Ould feem'that, 
thus drawn up, you were defirous ^ combating 
thie lingV yoiir lord,.y6u who are hkilTubjeet^,- 

*• My kyrd,- rfei^ied thdfe who he»d him, 
-* under fbii favirtlr'we have no if«(&h -tnf^ntion^, 
norev^^tfd.' We have *come outMnittrii^tittali- 
rier; fiticte y(^ pietKe to know it, tM\(pH,;j^%i^<^ 
loHi iHe *?ng, th^ foPc^ of the JRwiflamy^fer he 
is Very*"? yt)urig' an*'kas nevef ^fe^ft^tt^ ^ Btkjsl^if iife 
fhould not*be thlide^'a^quaiflt^d^ Wi«fc>ki^^^ >d*i 
iia^erlcnW^at Yeirtlfefe hfe^ mkfAtmiimtA m 

*^WeirJ"^e^flemeii,' airf^ #ei^ (J^filteblef, 
^ ybu !p%*k fatrly^^biit w^tfellyb^ft^in^ilhe fcfeg-, 
thai at' this time'He doe^'not "Wisfrtd'fefi if] 'and 
whii^yoti Have dbrie liftfe befen fuffieientlS^tiiiti; 
Jleturn rfie«efore, ^nftaMFy tbPari§,'^fe^ itisA 
ib Ws" ofifnr^ houie,"and ^l&y^ afidfe ydto' k^K if 
you' Viffi'^he king ffi6lA«dV4c6to^^ '^ 1% 

lord,' replied the Parifiaris; < we Will (A^erftil^ 
obey/your oilers.-' ' '' -. t r-^i - -:[^ 

The Parifians upon this fnarched ]^ack to Psoris; 
and each went to his houC^ to difkrni himfel^ 
The four barons rettirned to the king, and re* 
P<yrted to hinii and his council thie Wot^s yoi hare 
beard. It Was then ordered that tlie king and 
bis unolei^^ ^thth^ principal lords,! shotdd enter 

Pari$ 
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Paris /with (otp^ men at armSj but that thi^'mi^m 
body, should remain near the city, to keep the 
Pariiian^ lii awe. 

The k)rd 4e Coacy and the marshal de San- 
^erre were or^lered to take the gates off the hiages 
from the pr(Qcipal ga^s of St. Denis i^nd St 
Marefel .i^ilttiediat^y. on the^, Ring's entrance into 
Pd,rtBi (6tb0^^ gft'tes^ might be open day aad 
night iil^r ]l^e Yuen a^!' aims to ent^ the more 
vtaSiy^f^v^ itnikfter the Parifia^s 3ho|Uld there be 
■9iiy mfdefsity . for iti They a|fo con^aade^ the 
chaiBar #hiiih( w^e thf^wa .:^^rofs the ftree^s to 
be Mkfi^ 9WJi,y, that the cavalry nadght 'j^ 
thfio^gh the ftreete without 4aK\ger or ^|tofit|(m« 
The£^ ordof^; ^fjpe ptinctuaUy ^beyed^ 

ThQ king. Imide l^si ei^traocf H)ta,. Pfyris ^d 
lodged at the Louvre/ a<)d:hi3 unqles wit^bioi: 
thd 0theF Ipnte iv^ent to their own hotel?^ M ^^ 
tbe£t i9^o p»0fli9ire<) any. The gates were t»)geR 
^ th$ ii^^itigest^ and the beaqfis. which b^ |i^ 
laiduuderthe tower of tjie gates, with tb^ chaias 
6m^ tle^ ftr^ts' w^?e carried to the palace. ; 
\ . Tb^ P«ifiAan$^ feeing; this, wea^e in gpesii; alarm, 
ft&i fo fi^r^l of being' jMi^ished; thf^ inf^/iw^ 
to flss^iwe ^u,t of doors^ mor, to Qf^ ^ wi^ndQW i 
they remained in this fituation for t]^9Q days; m 
greal fright J^ l[hey i^bof^l^. pec/^y^ i»i^e l^rm 
tim thejT h&d doi^e. It qof^ them fevf^i^ 1^8? 
faxEb^ for th<tfe whcMot they wished to trmk^ w6ie 
fast hiot^a^ a(time> t<> the couih^ chMdhei!^ 
tefaevefhiey/'wer? filled} f^meftsthoufand^.c^srs 
thim^ <Milb€ik$^rfte3. f«f th^ tfaejr exulted lr<HSi the 

city 
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city of Paris, to the profit of the king, his uncles 
an4 minifters, the fum of four hundred thoufand 
fnancs. They never afked any but the princi- 
pal perfons as to their means of payment, who 
thought themfelves happy to efcape with only a 
fine. They were ordered to carry their armour 
in bags, each man his own, to the caftle of 
Beaut^, which is now called the caftle of Vin- 
cennes, where they were thrown into the great 
tower, with the mallets. 

In this manner were the Parifians punifhed, as 
an example to the other towns of the kingdom of 
France. 'In addition, they were taxed with fub- 
fidies, aides, gabelles, fouages, with the twelfth 
and thirteenth penny, and many other vexations. 
The flat country was alfo completely ranfacked. 



CHAP. XLIX. 

SEVERAL OF THE PRINCIPAL CITIZENS OP l^ARIS 
ARE BEHEADED WITH JOHN DES MARETS^ AND 
MANY OTHERS IN THE DIFFERENT TOWNS AND 
CITIES IN FRANCE* 

THE king and his qoiincAl arrelieji and threw- 
into prifon whatever perfons they pleafed. 
Many were drowned j^ but, in ordier to calm the 
fe»rs of the others, proclamation was made in* the 
king^s name in all the ftreets and fquares of 
Paris, that no one, under pain of deM;h> il|^9i4^ 
hull th« inhabitant?^ nor pillage their houfes. 

This 



Xhis propiamatioa grea^tly appealed theParilianir«^ 
There were, l^owever, carried to execution feveral 
of the inbabitai^ts who* had been condemned to 
death for having ftirred up the people : but it 
was. with great aftonifliment John des Marets* 
was feen among the number; he was confidered 
as a wife and upright man ; and fome fay he was 
condemned unjuftly> for he was always known to 
have acted .^ith the utmoii prudence, and was 
above all one of the greateft and wifeft members 
of the courts of law. He had ferved king Philip, 
king John and king Charles, with fo much credit 
that no fault was found in him: neverthelefs, he 
was condemned to be beheaded, with twelve 
others in his company. 

As they were conducting him to bis execution^ 
feated in a cart high above the others, he called 
out, *. Where are tbofe who have condemned me? 
Let them come forth, and juftify, if they can, 
the caufe and reafon why and wherefore they 
have judged me guilty of death.' He then ha- 
rangued the people, and thofe who were to fuf- 
fer with him, which made all pity him, but they 
dared not fpeak out. 

He was carried to the market-place in froi^t of 
the town-houfe, where all who accompanied him 
were beheaded before his eyes : in the number 



' * «|ohii des Mar^ts was 911. uprigkt. mzti, a dillinguiflieA 
Qiagiftrate and avocat general. He fufFered from the hatred 
of the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, which was moft invet€- 
nite towards him. 
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was Nicholas Flamand, a draper, fpr whofe life 
forty thoufand francs had been offered in vain. 
When the executioner came to behead John.des 
Marets, he faid to. him, * Mailer John, beg for 
mercy of the king, that he may pardon you ygur 
crimes/ Upon which he turned, and faid, ^ I 
have ferved his great grandfather king Philip, king 
John, and king Charles his father, faithfully and 
. loyally 5 and never did thefe thi;ee kings find fault 
with me, nor would this king have done fo, if he 
had arrived at the wifdom and age of manhood. 
I firmly believe, that in my condemnation, he is 
not any ways culpable. I have not, therefore, any 
caufe to beg his ■• mercy ^ but irom God alone (hall , 
I beg it, and that he would forgive all my fins.* 
Upon this he took leave of all the people, who,, 
for the greater part, were in tears; and thus died 

^Mafter John des Marets. 

- ■ .1 . » . 

In like manner were feveral executed in the 

city of Rouen, and many fi^ed^ in order to in- 

timidate the people. At Rheims, Chalons, Troyes, 

.Sens and Orleans, fimilar fcenes paifed. The 

toiyns were heavily fined bcciaufe they bad been 

^ifpbedient at^the commencement of this reign. 

Immenfe fums were thus raifed throughout the 

kingdom, and all went, to the dukes of Berry and 

: Burgundy, for the king was under their manage- 

inent. However, to fay the truth, the conflable 

^and. marihals had great part of it to pay the men 

^at jarms -y^Jio had ferved iii the expedilfion.to 

Hand^r^^ Th.e lords ajid gr.eat b aron3 of^Fv^^i^y 

^iu,ch aa the couat de Blois> the coimt de la I^arj^)^ 

:,'■ r . . • the 
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the cbniit iPEu, the count rfe St. Pol, thecdtirit 
de Harcouit, the count dauphin of AttfetgMy 
the lord de Coucy and others, hsttf jg;i*dnted to 
th^n affignments on the royal domain,- td riafe 
asmnch as the kin^ owed them for their ferViees 
in Flanders; and to pay their men. I know h6t 
how thefe lords were paid their affigninents, for 
rery fhortlynew taxes were imptifedon thefe lands 
by orders from tfieking. Moft eommonly the 
kittg^s tax was insifted on being paid ffrft, andthc 
lords were obliged to wait for thfeir arrears. 



■■^^' ' ■ - ' f ' '-'- 



CHAP. L. 



THE GHENT MEN RENEW T*ttE t«RiW.^--TflE fi<l& 
or FEANBER8 MCOW9E9 ANT OfiJBG*PO**Bfei*RED 

r 

YOVkmvt ^lat when^the'SShg of i¥aSidift'd6- 
partfe* froiw Cefertmjr, <*ieiibivn of GBii^ 
#i»ftin maftate^of w^ The'gov^rttorar of ft * 
thi^tfanewere Peter dnBbisi Pelc* te^Ntti«*attd 
3E¥attcis Atremen, who reinfcrrcedthfeir aSrihy wiA 
ftldiens who came fronl difl5erent countries^ ttxA 
were not in theleaft difinayed with their situatibil, 
bttt as fre(h and tigorotts as ever. Thefe tisiptait» 
Heardthat there was a garrifonoflBrfetdhsiacndBtilf- 
gtmdians in the townof Ardehlbom^, sxid'Vtii^' 

Franci* 
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IPrancis* Atr^men matched from Ghent with 
three'thoufffnd men , stnd arrired at Ardembourg, 
where there was a ieyere ikirmifli. In fact^ the 
C^hent men won the town ; but it cofl; them a 
number of meRy as there were fuU two hundred 
of their foldiers kiBed. / The town was ftdfrmed^ 
pillaged, and the greater part of it burnt. They 
4hen marched back to Ghent with their boot^, 
where they were received with . great joy. 
ShoMJy ahev this they advanced to Dendre- 
monde, A}oft» and as far as Oudenarde, pluh- 
derkigttiiei whole coimtry. 

The earl of l^aoddrs^ who refided at Lille, 
heard how the Ghent men were ravaging the 
<)Ottutry5 and marching to di^erent parte to 
plunder it. He was much enraged thereat, not 
fnppofing they would haive had either the con- 
mgeorpow^ifo to do, fince they had lo^ Phi^ 
lip von Artaveld. Thofe prefent anfwered, ^ My 
kn^d, yon have always heard how very artful the 
men of Ghent are : they have ftiewn it to you^ 
and wiU how do fo the m£(re fmce their. amhaC- 
iadofs Bve returned from England, efpecially 
Francis. Atremen, who W9s the intimate friencl 
of Philip: and as long as he lives, you wiU 
nc^er be free from war. We alfo know fyv a 
truth that he has concluded ^ treaty between 
Gh^nt and the king ,Qf Engird $ for he is fcr' 
x^retly^ in fpite of appearances, attached to 
England, and receives daily from thence one 
iranc as wages.. John Saplemon, who lives at 
Bruges, and has refided there under you fo^ 
iwenty-i^fpur years, p^ys him monthly. To corr 
roborate the truth of his connections with Eng- 

Vox. VI. - ^ S land. 
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laad^ Rafle de Voirie, Louis de Voz and John 
Sercolat, ivbo are from Gheirt, and tlk^ dedk 
who folicits the Bifhoprick^ have ramaiaed be • 

. hmd ia England to compile the tatentim. In 
the month of May, yoiLivriU hoac mon of all 

, this :than we now have told yotL* 

The ' earl of Flanders pondeiied mi wl^at he 

,foad heard,' and beheved the &ict was fo. He 
turned fab attention to John Sapleipon and the 

•Enghfli atiBrages, a&d ordered his ferjetote to 
fiuhmoii them to ^ppeai^ en a oer^iil.'day: hefiMse 
him. The ferje^nts or^red JohuiSafiksiMQaiid 
levelral* other v^ck lEngtiHunenj^l whof^wer^ Iquite 
iniprnpftred^^for Aiah' a proaeeding,. to* appear 
ihatdaugr Ibrtnight die^re itheearl; ia theirafiie 

0f UAle* ' ' '' 1 jj ;. • ' ■ . 

- ' Th€J 'Et^^i^ "vrere nrocb aftoni^Mtl #tli6 fum- 
^onsy knd eonfutted tqget}]^r, Tfae7<;ouId not 
imagiiie >for >hat cau^ the earl had ttma Ann* 
itioned tliem/ Haying ^?eighed every <<?ir0uni^ 
^mip^ihej be^an 40 (laVe their fuf^kioai^ for 
^jhey *ii«w the earl was^ very hally in his anger, 
^^J^eyikidt among th^wifelvesj * He who is not 
pareful'^hisown perfon^, is carefoi of nothing. 
1' fiifpet$ the earl haiSF had iome intefiig^nce con^ 
^e^lng^-us ; fiyr with f^rancis Atremen, ^ho lias 
'fL peiifi^n from 0ur king, there ^re '- two pitizen^ 
pf this to will in England, who, halving turned 
to his party, may pisrhaps have given infoma? 
tion againft us', and placed us in his ill graces.' 
This idea ftruck them all, and made them 
afraid to wait the day of fummons, a*id to ap» 
pear at Lille. They ^fet out from Bruges for 
"Sluys, where, by great exertions, the^ purchaf- 



k V€fflrel that was ready to feii, and having 
embarked, weighed ainchor, and ariived at the 
quays of London. When the earl of Flanders 
beotdof this, and faw that the Engli& did not 
*W)me accoiding to his funimons, he was much 
vexed. He fomid^ from appearances^ that what 
he had heen told was the truth. He iiiftantly 
fent hxft fei^ea^ts to Bruges, and chafed to be 
fmzed whatever could be. found belonging to 
-thofe Englifli "who had fled, . felling the articles 
I64llecti0d 3 and John Saplemoh of London and 
his companions were baniflied Flanders for one 
'Tiuhdf^ yfeafS and a day. Thofe who liad been 
arrfefteid 1vet6 thrown into the duilgeon of the 
prilbri, which coftfome of them their lives, whilft 
others Yecover ed all they had loft. 

There is a common and true faying, that envy 
never dies. This come to my remembrance, ' 
becanfe the EngliSiiiretoo envious of another's 
good fortune, and have always been fo. You 
muft know, that the king of England, his un- 
cles, and the nobility, were much vexed at the 
good Riccefs and great honour whibh the king 
of France and his nobles had gained at the bat- 
tle df Rof^b^eqlie. When the Englifti knights 
converfed together on thle fubjedt, they laid; 
* Ha, by holy Mary ! how proud wiUthe French 
be now, for the heap of peafants they haveflain. 
I wifh to God, Philip von Art a veld had had two 
thoufand of our lances and fix thoufaind archers ; 
not one Frenchman would have efcaped death or 
imprifonment. By God, they fliall riot long keep 
this honour, for we have now a fine opportunity 
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of entering Flanders. That country has feeen 
conquered by the king of France, and we will 
conquer it for the king of England. The ©ad 
of Flanders (hews at this moment how com- 
pletely he is fubject to France, and how much 
he wiflies, in every refpect, to pleafe her, by 
baniihing from Bruges and Flanders our Eng- 
lifh merchants, who have reiided there upwards 
of thirty years. The time has been when he 
would not have fo done for any confideratioQ, 
but at prefent he dares not act oth^rwifefor 
fear of the French/ 

This, and fuch like, fpeeches, were comipqp 
in England; and it was publicly faid, that 
things fhould not remain as they lY.ere : now, 
one may fairly fuppofe, that eiivy w?is thp 
priginal caufe of it. 
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CHAP. LL 

POPE URBAN SENDS BULLS INTO ENGLAND FOJl 
THE DESTRUCTION OF THE CLEMENTISTS.-r 
THE BISHOP OF NORWICH; APPOINTED COM- 
MANDER IN CHIEF AQAINgT THEM, 

• 

ABOUT this period \ie who fignpd himfelf 
pope Urban the fpcth, cfime from Rome 
to Gei^oa by fea, where he was grandly receiv- 
ed, and he fixed his feat there. You have heard 
how all England was obedient to him, both 
churclx f^d poncimonalt^, and now more than 

pve r, 
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' Beeaulie the king bf France and that natibii 
Were Clementiils, Urban, (v^hom the Englifli 
aifd feveral other countries obeyed) during his 
refidence at Genoa, fought how he. could obtain 
iuccours from England to annoy the king of 
France i and I will tell you by what means. 
He was to fend his bulls td the archbifhops and 
biihops of the country, to proclaim that he ab- 
folved, and would abfolve, from all crime or 
fault, every one who would affift in the deftruc-^ 
iion of the Clementifts; He had heard that his 
adverfary Clemenjt had reforted to this means in 
France, and was daily doing fo ; and that the 
French called, the Urbanifts, as to matters of 
faith, dogs, which thofe retorted back on the 
Clementifts^ whom Urban was very defirous of 
oondeittning to the utmoft of bis power^ and he 
knew be had no other means of hurting them but 
through the Englifh. It was neceflary, however, 
that he fliould have a coniiderable fum of ready 
money, ifhewifiiedtoputhis plans into execu- 
tion; for it was well known that the nobles of Eng- 
land would not, for all the abfolutions in the 
world, Imdertake any expeditions, unlefs fucb 
were preceded by ofibrs of moneys .Men at 
^nris cannot live on pardonSi nor do they pay 
much attention to them except at the point of* 
death. He therefore determined^ that with the 
biills h0 fent to England for the prelates to 
preach upon, he would order a full tenth to be 
raifed by the church, and to be paid by them 
to^ the nobility, without affecting the king's 
treaftury, nor oppreffipg the ,€Oflimon people. 

Thi^ 
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This, he imagined^ would be agreeable* to the 
knights and' barons of England* 

He inftantly baftenedthe writing and eiigrof&* 
ing his buUs^ as well to the king-as to his^iincles- 
and the prelates of England; with bis ps»^6ns 
and ablblutions from all crimes; he granted be* 
lides, to the king and his uncles^ a fill! tenth to 
be by them raifed and levie4 throughout the 
kingdom, on which lie enlarged v^y much. 
^ And becaufe all tbefe fums were to come from.- 
the church, he would have a churchman com- 
mand the expedition. The lewd Henry $p«afcr, 
bifliop of 'Norwich^ was appointed, that- the- 
commonalty and churchesr of* England might 
have greater faith in it. 

In addition to this, becaufe he kn^w that tho 
king of Spain was contrary to his intef^, and 
much allied with the king of Fiance, hedeclar-^ 
ed, that with the money that Should be thua-raif'^ 
edin England, the dukeof 'Lancafter, who, ia* 
right of his wife, called himfelf 4ing of Oc^ftiUei 
ihould fet out for that country to raife a fioiiiar 
army there : and, if the duke o( Lancafter would 
und'ertake this expedition with a powerfiil. force 
of men at arms, he would grant to the king of 
Portugal (who had juft commenced a wair-dgaittft 
don John king of Callille) a fidl ten^ on the 
whole kingdom of Portugal. 

In this manner was Urban actire in his ow» 
concerns. He fent upw«u^8 of thirty ibilUs^tq 
England, ^ where they were recdved with inuofa 
jt>y. The prelates preached' up -in their diocefes 
this: expediti^ in the. manner of a crpiiade ; 

and 
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And the people of England, wh6 are credulous 
enough, believed it too readily, fo that noiie of 
Either fex thought they fhQuld end the yeair h5kp- 
pity^ nor have any' chaiice of entering paradife, 
if thev'did not give handfomely to the expedi* 
tion as pure alms. At London, and in that di- 
ocefe, there was collected a large Gafcony tun 
full of money, and Tie who have gave ihoft, ac- 
cording to the pope^s bull, gained the greateft 
number of pardons. All who ftiould d\e at this 
.time, and who had given their money, were 
abfolved from every fault ; and, by the tenor 
6f the bull, happy werie iHey who could now 
di^, in order to obtain fd noble an abfolution. 
T&ey collected, during the winter and erifuing 
tent, throughout England, as well by alms as 
by the tenth from the church, for every thing 
Was r^ceived^ and they fd cheerfully taxed them- 
feit6s that the tixm of twenty-fivfe hundrierf 
Iffeoufand ihincs was amafled. 
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CHAP. LII. 

THE BIJJHQP OF NOBtVriCH, COMMANDER OF THfi 
RN<ai8H IN THE CRQISM)E QP URBAS AGAlNiST 
THE ^CLEMENTISTS, DI«EM»ARKS AT^ QMMS 
W4TH m^^AICMY OF URBAKISTS. 

WHEN the kin^ of England, his uncles' and 
council were informed of the amount of 

the 
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the above fum, they /were greatly rejoiced* anc( 
iaid they had money fuflScient to carry on a war 
againfl the two kingdoms of France and Spain. 
Thomas, bifliop of London, and brother to the 
earl of Devon (iiire, was nominated to accompa- 
fiy the duke of Lancailer to §pain, in the name 
<)f the pope and prelates of England. They 
were to have two thoufand lances and four thou- 
land archers, and one half of the money which 
tad been raifed; biit they weVe not t6 leave 
England fo fopn as the army undefr the com-^ 
inand of the biflipp of Norwich, tecaufe this 
laft was to march to Calais and enter France. 
They were uncertain how far in that country 
they could advance, and whether the king of 
France would meet them in force to give them 

Battle. 

» ■ • 

There was another circumftance aidverfe td 
the duke of Lancailer, who had great expecta^ 
tions from his intended expedition : the conrnoLon 
people of England inclined in general to follow 
the bifhop of Norwich in preference to him : for 
a coniiderable time he had not been popular 
with them : befides, France was much nearer 
than Spain^ Some faid privately, that the duke 
of Lancailer, more, through avarice and a de- 
fire4:o partake of the lafge ftiins which had been 
collected from the church and from the alius of 
good men thdin through defvdtion, had planned 
this expedition ; biit that the bifliop of Norwich 
reprefented' the pope, and had been appointed 
hy hhn to the command^ fo^ which reafon^bfe 

greatei' 
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^reatier partj bf the people^ as well as the king; 
had greater faith in him. 

There wrfre in the pay of the church, and 
yoder the command of , this bifhop of Norwich, 
(eTeral good knights of Elhgland and Gafcoiiy^ 
fach as.the lord de Beaumont, fir Hugh C^lverley^ 
fir Thomae Trivet^ fir William Hehnon, l^rJohn 
Ferrers^ fir Hugh Spenfer nephew pf thebiflicfp^ 
being his brother's fon, fir William FermitoUi 
fir Matthew Redman, governor dfBetwick, the 
lord de €h&teauneuf, and his brother lir John 
de Gb^teaoiieqf^ Raymond Maiffon^ William de 
Pau, Gariot Vighier, John del Cachitan, with 
many othelrs : in the wfiode, about five hundred 
knees and fifteen hundred other men • but ther^ 
ware multitudes of priefisj becaufe it was an 
affair of the church and had been fet on foot 
by the pop^t 

The men at arms were punctual in laying iii 
their ilores, and the king gave them a paflagei 
from Dover and Sandwich. Their purveyances 
W^re at thofe places about Eafter ; and all whd 
were defirgus of going on this^ expedition^ which 
was a fort of croifade, manihed thither, in finall 
bodies* i j. ; , ;■ s '- ^j* 

Before the biiliop add th^ ddptaitis etntarked, 
but particularly fir Hugh Calverffey; -fir Tho- 
jmas Trivet and fir William Helihon, they were? 
fuufim^i^ed to attend the king's council, wheref 
they f9iemnly fwore^ in the prefenceof the kingj 
to fulfil the object of the expedition, and thai 
they would never make war on, or harrafe any 
l^»untry. or nieiiwho.ackno'VfHkdfedpope Utban, 

but 
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but only tl^dfe who wete uoder thei obedience 
of Clement. 

After they had taken thts oath, thie^ king) by 
advice of his council, addrefled them', fiiyingf 
— ' Biihop, and ybu> Thomas and WiUiatti^ 
when you fliall have arrived at Calais^ yoa will 
remain there for a month or therei^bi(»ts, lU 
which time I will fend you a good marfhal and 
valintiit man, fir William Beauchamp; fori hav6 
difpatehed tnefTengers to him oh the borders of 
Scotland, where he at prefent is holding' coAfe^ 
renees on our part with the Scots> fS:^ the truc^ 
between us aad Scotland will expi» on St. 
John's day. On his return, you (hall have hifli 
without fail in your company.: therefore i^aitf 
for hiqa, :for he will be of great ufe to you by his 
good fenfe and ddvic6. ' 

^ The Bifhop of Norwich and the abdve-nameJ 
knights fi£C$nted to this propofal, and quit^ted 
thekiajg: tihey went to Dover, wberft they em-^ 
bark^, ai^d-ar rived at Calais the 9Sd 6( April; 
IdSS. Sir John Delvtames; was at that time go- 
vernor of (^ais, who recmed t^e bifhop and 
his con)pa0iotfW with: aiuok pldafure. Tht^y 
difembarked, a few at a time, with their hbrifes 
and aroa^r i r 4Qfi; thofe) ^ho hiatjTl^e oppoi^utiity 
of doing fQ,llidg^tte»ifeIves in th6town> ^^* 
Feft abid^ ia huts which they erected in the 
ne^boarhood^ . and ; continued thus until the 
4th day of May, eacpectihg their ^ mar(hal, ^i^ 
tl^iUimn B^ttChamp, i^hb^ Jhoweveri did not 
♦rriye^.. v- . - . * •'•"■ 

/Xh^^biftMEjp of Norwjcb, young a«wi eager, 

aod 
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mA vfifhing to bear arms, having never done fo 
but in Lombardy with his brother, finding him- 
felf at Calais, wd at the head of fo fine a body of 
men at arms^ faid to his companions^ ^ For what 
purpo(fe,.my.good firs, are we thus waiting, here 
fo long ? SirWilliam Beauchamp will never ar- 
rive, and the king and his uncles haye totally for- 
gotten us. Let us perform fome deeds of arms, 
fince we have been ordered'fo to do, and loyally 
employ the money of the church, fince we are 
living upon it, and make conquefts on our ene- 
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*It is well fpoken,' replied thofe who. heard 
him. * Give notice, to our men, that in three 
days we shall make -auexourfion, and let us de- 
termine to v^hat part we shall march. We 
cannot iflue out of the gates of Calais without 
entering an enemy's country : for France fur- 
rounds us on allfides^ as well towards Flanders 
as towards Boulogne and St. Omer:. Flanders is 
now a ooaquered country, by the power of the* 
Idng of France. Confidering all things, we can-^- 
not^do a more honourable exploit than to rebon- 
quer it; for the earl of Flanders has done great 
injuAice to our cquntrymen, whom, without^ 
any apparent reafon,. he has banished . from 
Bruges and Flanders. Two^ years ago, he would; 
not willingly ,have done fo ; but at tllis moment 
he muftobey the orders and good plealureof the^ 
kingt of France.' ^ On which account,' faki the^ 
bishop of ^Norwich, * if I may ^be believed," the> 
firft expecUtion we undertake should be to Fian^ 
dersi* ' 

'You 



^ * Yoil Shall be believed heartily;' repili^ Si' 
Thomas Trivet and fir William Helmon : * giye 
6rdeT» for this, and let us march thither in thireer 
days, for tt will be on enemy's grotrnd/ ' 

This was adopted by all in the council, and 
they gave notice of it to the reft of the army* 



tHAP. Llli. 

THE BISHOP OF NORWtCH, COMMANDER OF THE 
UitBANlSTS^ ^NTEItS FLANKERS CONTRARY tO 
THE OPINION OF SIR liUGli CALVERLEY. — THE 
EARL OF FLANDERS jSENDS AMBASSADORS TO 

' tHE fiisttOPi Who hETtrkNS A HARSH AN* 

SWER; 

, » • • • • * ' ' ■ 

SIR Hugh Calverley was not ^Jirefent at this 
council, haviiTg gone to fee isi cotiiin calleci 
fir John Droicton*, who was governor of Guines^ 
and had remained there all that day^ iiit^nding 
to return on the following^ which he did^ The 
bishop fent for him to the caftle, !si4iefte be was 
lodged> as^ were the others^' becaufe fir^Hugh had 
been longer accuftomed to arms and bad feen 
more than they had done. Tiie knights had told 
the bishop that they wished to hme/^r Hugh's 
opinion before they undertook any thing. The 
bishop related to fir Hiigh, ihthdirprefence, the 
oonverfation which had paiTed^ and. demanded 
bis advice on it. Sir Hugh thus ^replied ito the 

* Droiclon. Q, Drayton« 
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bishop ; ^ Sir, you know on what terms we have 
left Enghind : our expedition has nothing to do 
with what concerns ■ the wars of kings, but is 
folely pointed againft tlie Clementifts. We are 
the Ibldiers of pope Urban, who has given us 
abfolutiqn from all faults if ive deftroy the Cle- 
mentifts. Should, we. march into Flanders, not- 
withftanding that country may now appertain 
to the king of France ami duke of Burgundy, 
we shall forfeit our engagement ; for I under- 
iiand, that the earl of Flanders an^ all the Flem- 
ings are as good Urbanifts as ourfelvesi; befidas» 
we have notaAifficient army to enter Flanden» 
for they are prepared andacciiftomedto war^hav- 
ingliad nothing elfe to do for thefelaft four years. 
They are a numerous people, and it will >be dif- 
ficult to march through fo ftrcmgia. aouiitiy* 
But if you be determined on. an expediticui^ Ut 
us march into France, there we fhall fiiidtoitr 
enemies. The king, our lord) is now* tit open 
war with fheih, and the Frenehare all Cla^iiieBi- 
ifts, holding a contrary faith to iis and to ^xir 
pope. We ought to wait £ot our uiaorfliajl iir 
William fieaucbamp^ who cannot < fail ^to arrive 
foon with large reinliboements ; "and- the !alt * 
word the king faid to us was, .that he 'Would -fend 
him. ' I therefore advife, fince you are.re&lved 
on an expedition, that we march towards Aine 
orMontrieul: none will venture, as^et, to.op- 
pofe us, and we (hall add to our numbers by the 
Flemings who, having loft their all, wiillcKNne 
and join us in the hopes of gain. They hay&ftiU 
rankling in their minds the pi^fortunes^ the 

French 
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French brought on 'them hj the ftaiightar of 
their :£githers, fons and fneiids in their wwrs.* 

Scarcety had fir Htigh ^cme fpeaking, when 

' tibe hilhop, in a rage^ hot and impetftcms as he 

wsBi replied ; * Yesi^ yies, fir Hugh : you have 

learnt fo long to fight in Prance, that you know 

not how to fight eUewkere. NoW, can ^weaay 

where xEiake an excuiiion with more . advantage 

.to ourCelves than iovtards the fea^ by Botirbourg, 

Dunkirk, Nieuport, and thence to the d^Miden- 

-cies of Caffel^ Bergues; Y^fes and Popetiaague. 

.Iii the conntry I have named, according. to the 

mformktions I hare received from citisdns of 

-Ghent who are with us, they have never been 

barraifed) bt^ Ithe war; we will tbereft«re go-Zthi- 

-ther'to refreffi ourfelves, and waiter the arrival 

.48!f firWiMiaxn Beauchasmp, if he ii^ndcoming, 

biit :asi ye^ we have< nbt had any iritdlig^ce of 

* hini;' I * : . . " ■ r " • 

3ir Hugh Calverfey, feeing himfelf thus re- 
buffed 'by the biihop, who vi^as of high birth and 
his xx)miiiander; notwithfianding be was a va- 
liant ^knight, made no reply, and the rather be- 
cause >he< had not any fupport from iir rXhomas 
Triveti nor from fir William Hehndn: he there- 
fore left the place, faying ; * By God, fir, if .you 
make an excurficm, fir Hugh Calverley . wijl ac- 
company you, and. you. (hall take neither road 
nor march but he wUl be of the party.' 

* I willingly believe,' faid the bifliop, ' that 
you have a great defire for an excu^fion : there- 
fore make yourfelf ready, for w$ fliali piarqh in 
;the morning.' . In. this rdEolution they ei;reed, 

and 
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.tnd then ftfiaraited. Ordem irehi {but to Hi the 
quarters in and round Calais^ that evety ooe 
migbt be prepared for thie expedttioo Jn the 
morning. When morning came; the trttmpet 
loniMfed, and aU marched oS, taking tfae. road 
towards Gravelines* They were» according to a 
siufier m^de, three thouland armed heads. They 
^continued tbdr march until they came to the 
•port of Grayelines; but it was at the time of 
tkik, th^ therefore pafled l>y the port, and at- 
tacked said pilla^d A monailery .n^liadi the 
jtownfmen had fortified. The town could not 
Shold out long, for it* waa only inclofed by palifar- 
4o^i and the inhabijtaiits . wem feameni. If. there 
had been any genttemew in the t^own ilt wopld 
have held out longer- than i* did. . : Nteithtr had 
ifet ioewntry aay noticfe^ ijf this W^T)^^ nior.di4 tb^y 
any way fu%eot thQ:£ngli& of thus attac^'king 
4hem. The Englilb therirford conquered tte toWu 
of Gravdines by ftorm; and, having ieoded il^ 
jtdvaaci^ towards the mKm^ftery, whither thefe 
good peofde had retreatbd, cftrryirig with; them 
thd^witeSj^ ehildr^ and fortuftes^ which they 
placed therein, depeni^ngo^ the ftrehgth.of the 
wallsK They , had made deep ditches all ^un4 
jthis ftromg place, fg thalt the EngHfli ootild not 
inunediately win it, but remained twio dftyB in 
the town before they look it. In the end; thej 
conquered, and flew thofe who defended itj do* 
ing with the remainder according to their plea-^ 
fure* ' 

Thus were they lords and mafias of Grarer 
^nes^ where the whole army was quartered, and 

found 
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found plenty of provifioa. The cmnixy b^gan 
to take alarm on hearmg the Engliih were in 
pofleffion of Gravelines ; and thpfe of the low 
countries fhettered tttemfehes in the fenrtreffes, 
"Hending their wives and children to Be^gaes, 
Bourbonrg and 8t. Omen . 

The earl of Flanders heeivd at Lille, where be 
refided, that the Englifli had made \(rar on his 
countpy, and had takeli Gravelines. ^ He began 
to have fufpicions of them, xts well as of Bmges 
add its dependencies. &ui;nmoniag ^ his doimoil, 
he faid to them ; ^ I am very itauch aitonifliedthat 
the Englifiii (hoiild ov^miti my coiinlbry,: and 
take my towtis witfaoot gii^ng me any ncitice of 
its ^tid that, wifboat:fending ma.any defiance, 
they fhonid have entered > my territowes. ' * In- 
deed, my lord/ fome dl^ ^Aa repined, ' y&G.imt 
caiife to woiider $ biitone'miijr fup|Mofb they cpn^ 
fider Flahdersipts belonging to France, fihoe.th^ 
Icing' liad advanced fo fav into it that tlie cbiim 
tiy furreifWlered to him/ ^ Well, what had wt 
befli do ?* afked the earl: * It will be right,' re- 
plied -his council; Hhat Sir Jolinde ViUain,aiid 
fir J^hii du Moulin, who are beire, and have 
penfions fr<)m the king of Eafgland, fhoiild go in 
yHKu? name to Englahd to fpeak with the king, 
and j^pwt to'bhn a detail' of this affair, anddet 
ijiand^ in your nam^, for w|iat pui'pofe he thn^ 
makes war on you. I believe, that when he fliaU 
have; heard ^nour ambaffaddrs, lie will be angered 
at thofe who have thus harraifed your countryi 
and recal them thence with much blame;' 

^ T]m is f ery well/ faid the earl, * but during 
; the 
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the time onr Icaii^lits arej^mg.to England, thofe 
^t Gfov^ities (and who will ftop them ?) may do 
great damage to the inhabitants of die Franco^ 
nttlie/ The earl' was thus anfWered; * It is neosflk- 
r)ribme peaiey fhoidd be held with them, as well 
to obtain paffports for Calais and England as to 
know w&at it is they want; and fir John Villiuti 
aiid fir John da Moulin aire fibch difcreet perfons, 
that they wfll manage to r^ore peace to th(^' 
country/ ^ I confent to this,' replied the earl. 

The two knights receired their inftructions fix>m 
the earl and his council, in regard to the parliey 
With the bifliopof Norwich fus wdl as refpecting : 
their miffion and what they were to £iy to the 
king' of England and his nncles. Whilft thefe 
knights were preparing to fet out for Grayelines ) 
to thebifliop of Norwich, all the country ro&ini r 
the environs of Bourboiirg, Berg^es, CafTel, P6- 
peringue. Fumes, Nieuport and other towns, and i 
advancing to Dankitfe, entered that town, dev 
daring that they would in a fliort time march out 
to guard the frontiers and fight the Ehgltfli. Thefe 
Flemings had for leader a knigbt cafled fir Jolin 
Sporequin, who was governor or regetat of the 
territories ofmadisune de Bar, which are fituatied 
Oft this firontier and- extend to the gates of Ypres. 

Sir John Sporiequin was ignorant of the earl's 
intentions^ of fending to England: the hazc^ de 
Bandres had come to him with thirty lances, and 
faid that the earl was at DUe; but that he knew 
nothing more; aiid that he was about to marry 
his fitter there with the lord Delbauurin. 

tVpL. VI. T Thefe 
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Thefetwo knights took great paiBs to ilir up: 
the country and'toooUect allmea of courage : th<^y 
amounted.at: laft to twelve thoufand men, armed 
with pikes> ftav^s, coats of mail^jackets, irojicaps 
ahd helmets, and all of them were, for the greater 
p^rt, as 1 was informed, vdfials of madsone de Bar 
refiding between Gravelines and Dunkirk* 
. Three leagues off, and near the road, is. Mar- 
dyke, a large village quite open oa the fea* 
shore, whither the EngUfii advanced; and al 
' times there wefre.fkirmishes. 

Sir John Villain and jQr John du Moulin arrived . 
at Gravelines with a paifport, for which they had 
waited at Baurboiirg, where one of their h«*alds 
brought ft. On their arrivad at Gravelines, and 
foon after they had difmounted, they waited on 
the bishop of Norwich, who outwardly guvethem . 
a handfome reception and good entertainment. 
He had that day at dinner all the barons of his 
army 4 for he well knew thatthe knights of the 
earl of Flanders were coming, and therefore wish- 
ed they might meet with them all together. 

The knights opened their bufinefe, aiid £iid 
to the bishop, — * Sir, we are fent hither by ray 
lord of Flanders/ ^ What lord ?' faid the bishop. 

* The earl of Flanders, fir: Flanders . has no 
other lord/ 

' By rtiy God,* replied the bishop, * we con- 
sider it as belonging to the king of France or ta 
the duke of Burgundy, our enemies, for by . 
force of arms have they juft conquer^ it/ 

* Under refpect to your grace,* anfwered the 

: knights. 
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knights, ^ the territory was loyally remitted, zk 
Tournay into the hands and government of my ^ 
lord the earl of Flanders, who has fent us hither 
to entreat of. you to grant us, who are attached 
by ^th and penfion to the king of England your 
lord^ pa^orts to. go to England, to the king, to^ 
know his reafons for making war on my lord the. 
earl of Flanders and his country without fending 
him any . defiance/ 

The biihop replied, he would confider of it, 
and they fhould have his anfwer to-morrow morn-^ 
iog. They could not obtain more at this moment, 
and retired to their houfes, leaving the. Engliflr 
in councU, who refolved ,as I fhall tell you. 
r Having fully weighed every circumftance, and 
the enterprifetbey h^ undertaken, they,refolve4 
not to grant paffports to the two knights to go to 
England, ^ for the journey was long, a^d, while 
they were going and returning, the whole country 
H:<Mild be fecured and greatly ftrengthened; for 
the earl, who was a fubtle character, might inform 
the ki^g of France and duke of Burgundy of his 
fitttatioa, by whofe means fo large a force might 
in a few days come upon them, that they would 
be unable to reiift it. Having formed thjs refolu- 
tion as to the anfwer they would give in the 
morning to the knights from Flanders, fir Hugh 
Calvefley was called upon for his opinion, who 
faid to the biOiop ; * Sir, you are our commander.: 
you will tell them that we are on the territories 
of the duchefs of Bar, who is a Clementift; that 
you make war for Urban and no one elfe; 

T 2 and 
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and that if the people of this eoHiitry, wilh the 
churches and monafteries^ will be good Urbanifts^ 
lind march with you thi^ugh the country, your 
men ihall peaceably pa&, p^yitig f^ whaterer 
they may want : but in re(]pect to fffsaAing them 
paflporfei to go to England^ you wiH do no fiick 
tiling; for bur war does not regard either the 
kitig of France, or the king" Of England, but 
fcrfely pope Urban, whofe foldiers we are. It 
feems to me that fuch an Mifwer ought to fatis* 
fy them/ 

All prefent afiented to it, and particidarly the 
bilhop, who had no other care, whatever might 
be faid or done, but to fight and carry on the 
^ar. Thus was this businefs arranged for the 
iiight. On themorrow after mafs, the t^vo knights, 
desirous of having their anfwer, went to the lodg^ 
itigs of the bishop, and waited uiitil he oariiei^t 
to hear mafs, when they placed themfelves beftne 
him. Outwardly he feemed glad to fee them^ and 
fconverfed with them on different topics to dday 
the time until his knights ishould come. On their 
itrrival, the bishop faid, *My fair gentlemen, you 
^^e come for an anfwer, and you shall have one. 
With regard to the requeft you made to us from 

' th^ earl of Flanders, I inform you, you may re- 
turn when you pleafe to the earl ; but as to Calais 

* t)r England, you will go at your periiss, fori wiH 
tkot give you any pa(fport. I am not king of 
England, nor commiffioned to do fo. I am the 
foldier of pope Urban, and all thofe who are with 
t6e are fo likewife^ having' taken his money to 

ferve 
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iferve him. We are at this in<Nnent on the ter- 
ritories of the duchefs of Bar, who is a Clementiil. 
If the people of this couoitry hold that opinion, 
"we mske war on them* If they will follow us, 
they (hall hgve their ihare of the abfohitioms ; 
^r Urban, who is onr pope, and for whom we 
march, abfolres frpm aU crimes thofe wl»> (hall 
-aid in the deftruction of the Clementifis. 

When the two kni^ts heard this fpeech, tiv 
John Villain faid; * Sir, with refpect to what 
concerns the pope^ I belie?e you have never 
heard but that my lord of Flanders is a good 
Urbanift, you have therefore been badly advifed 
if you make war on him or on his country : and 
X do not believe that the king of l^ngland has 
given you fuch cxtenfive orders; for if fuch had 
.been his intentions, he is fo noble and confider- 
;ate, he would firft have fent hitn a defiance.' 

This anfwer enraged the bifliop, who faid ; 
* Gp and tell your earl, he lliall not have Miy 
other anfwer. And if he wiihes to fend y<m or 
any others to England, to learn more particu- 
larly the king's intentions, let him look to it ; 
lor lihofe be fends muft take another road than 
this, and they fliall not crofs at Calais.* 

When the knights found they could not have 
^ny other anfwer, they took their leave and de- 
parted. They returned to their lodgings to din- 
ner; and then, mounting their horfes, went that 
day to St. Omer. 
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CHAP. WV. 

THE BISHOP OF NORWICH MARCHES TOWARDS 
DUNKIRK. — HE DEFEATS TWELVE THOUSAND 
FLEMINGS AND TAKES THE TOWN. ' ^ 

THE fame day that the kuights of Flanders 
had departed, news was brought to the 
biihop and the Englilh, that there werfB at Duo- 
Jiirk and ii^ its neighbourhood^ upwards <rf twelve 
' thoufand men armed^ and that the baflard of 
Flanders commanded them, but that there were 
other knights and fquires who ^fo advifed theip. 
That they had fkirmiflied with their men at Mar- 
dyke, and had repulfed and killed one hundred. 
The bi(hpp faid ; * Now obferve the conduct 
of the earl of Flanders : he aflFects to do nothing, 
and yet he is at the bottom of all: he wants to 
negotiate fword in hand. : I am refolved to march 
.. to-morrow towards Dunkirk, and fe^ wh?tt fort 
of men thefeare/ 

This propofal met univerfal approbation^ aiwl 
notice was fent of it through Gravelines, This 
day two knights joined the army, one from Ca- 
. lais, the other from Guines, with about thirty 
lances and fixty archers. Thefe knights were 
^ called fir Nichplas Cliton* and fir John Dra^' 
tonf, governor of Guines. 



* Cliton. Q. if not Qinton. f Dracton. QU if not Drayton. 

On 
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' Oh the enfuing liioming; everyone was refady 
lor the march . They took the fidd^ amoUntrng 
iai'timnber to more than fix huiidi'ed lances and 
' fifteen hundred archers. They adranced towai-ds 
Mardyke and Dunkirk ;; and the foiihop of Nor- 
<wich had the arm&of the church borne before 
faun, the banner of St* Peter, gules with two keys 
«n fauloir, ^as being gonfalonnier of pope Urban. 
His pennon had his own arms,' wbidh were argent 
quartered with azure, with a fret or, on a field 
azure, and a baton gjules on a field argent ; and, 
becaufe iie was a younger brother of the t)e- 
fpenfers, his arms were charged with a bordiire 
goies. Sir Hugh Defpenfer, his nephew, wds 
there with hispennon, and the lord de Beattmoht, 
4ir Thomas Trivet, fir William Helmon. and fir 
Hugh Calverley, had both banner and penhon. 
Sir Willk^m Drayton, fir John Drayton, his br<>- 
ther, fir Matthew d'Adremon, fit John Ferrers, 
£r William Frenenton^, and fir John de Neuf- 
wchaftel) Gafcon, had only 'pennons. 

TJhefe men at arms came to Mardyke, where 

• they ifefi'efiied themfelves, and, having drank a 

cup^ continued their march towards > Dunkirk. 

The Flemings who were in the town heard that 

the EngUfli were marching in order of battle to 

. conifbat them. Upon this, they refulved to take 

. the field, aiid draw up in battle-array to defend 

: ihetnfelves if there ifiiould foe any occafion, for it 

: wQuU not be for their advantage to ihiit them- 

' V . ' * . Frenenton. Q. ij^arrinj^on^ or Frampton. 
.m-ifir felves 
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M^^ ap^ in Uw town. Thar infttfntlv dxeetted 
this refolnttcfnj and all who were la DunkuSc 

mnned and niched, into the fields, where, tbe^ 

.drew lip in good array our a hill, and Innftetdd 
upwards of twelve thoufabd men . 
The £ngli(h were now advanced ne4r to Dun* 

^kirkj when, on looking towards the rising grcmnds 
on the right, in the direction of Bourbourg, and 
near the fea^shore, they (aw the Flemings lormM 

Jn a large and well-arranged battalion* On thif 

, theyhalted^ for they tfaottght, fronithemiMiner in 
which the Flatting^ had drawn thaoti£dres Up, thklr 
they bad an intention pf fighting. The.pribdpitl 

jci^tains aflembled to confider how they shduM 
now act, and many words pafled, for fome, and 
efpecially tfaebishop, wished tomarch tnflantlyto 
the combat; but others, fOch as the lord de Beilti- 
inont a;i4 sir Htigh Calvefley were of a contrary 
opinion, and affigned as their reafon^ that the 
Flemings had never done them any wrong; aad 
that, in truth, they had never fent any decluMtion 
of war to the earl of. Flanders, though they had 
entered his country. ^ We do not miike war in a 
gallant manner, but like a mob, that whoever can, 
may pillage. The whole Country where we aie is 

, Urbanift, and follows the iaane opinion as our- 

. felves : now, consider what jufi caufe have wefer 
attacking them.' Tbebbhopanfwered; ^Howdo 
we kn9W whether they are Urbanifts or nbt ?- ' In 

.God'i^ name,' faid sir Hugh Calverley, ^let bb fead 
a herald to them to know why they are thus drawn 
up in battle-array, and what they want; and let 

them 
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tb^m be atked which pope they obey. If they 
anfwer pope Vrban, you will require of them, 
by vktue of the bull we have with us, that they 
accmnpany us to Sti Omer, Aire, Arraa, or whi-^ 
tiierfoever we may wish to lead them. Whea 
they (hall hav6 had thefe queftions put to them, 
we shall know their intentions, and may then 
call a council/ 

This propofal was adopted, and a herald called^ 
wfaofe name was Montfort, and attached to the 
duke of Brittany* -He was ordered by thefe lords 
io ride to the Flemings^ and told what he was to 
.lay, and how to act when among them . He obeyed 
their commands, and^ clothed in his proper coat 
of arms, without fufpecting any accident, made . 
for the Flemings, who were drawn up in handfome 
^rder of battle. He wifhed to addrefs himfelf to 
fome knights; but he could not, for as foon as the 
Flemings faw him, wtthotit ever aiking what was 
bis bulinefs, or making any inquiries, they fur- 
rounded him and flew him like ignorant people, 
nor could tiiofe gentlemen who were there fave 
him. The Englifli, on feeing this action, for they 
kept their eyes on them, were mad: as were alfo 
the citizens of Ghent who accompanied them, and 
were eager to urge them on, hoping that by thefe 
means new. troubles would fall on Flanders. 

The Englifli faid, — * This mob has murdered 
cflar herald : they (hall dearly pay for it, or we will 
all die.cAi the fpot.' The archers were ordered to 
^vQxice on the Flemings. A citizen of Bruges or 
fSbent wa£ made a knight> and shortly the battle 

began 
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begaA brifkly ; for, to fay the truth, the flemings 

, defend^ themfelves Very well, but the archers 

, wounded or beat down many, when the men at 

arms broke through thefn, and with their pointed 

; fpears killed multitudes oil their firft charge. In 

. short, the English won the day, and the Flemings 

were defeated. They thought to keep together in 

a body and enter Dunkirk; but the English M- 

, lowed them elofely and kept up the engagement 

fo warmly that they -entered the town with them. 

Numbei'S were flain in the ftreets or on the shore, 

though they there gained fome advantage, for 

the English loft four hundred at leaft. 

As the English purfued, the Remings retired: 

many detached parties fought, in which feveral 

knights and fquires from Flanders were flain ; 
. fcarcely any efcaped death or captivity. Thus 

. did this affair end: there were full nine thouiand 

. Flemings killed at this battle of Dunkirk. 

The day this battle had taken place, fir John 

Villain and fir John du JMoulin had returned to 
. the earl of Flanders at Lille, and had repeated 
-to the earl all they had feen and heard from tl^ 
, English. The earl was very melancholy on the 

fubject, not knowing how to act : he was ftill 
. more fo, and with greater reafon, when he heard 

the news of the flaughtisr and defeat of his men 

at Dunkirk. 

He bore it with tolerable patience, and com- 
, forted himfelf as well as he could, by faying^--- 

* Well, if we have loft this time, at another, 
. pleafe God, we shall wiDi.' He inftai^tlyjdifpatcbed 

a mef- 
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a meifenger to the duke of Burgundj^. who was 
with the king of France, with private letters, to 
give him infortnation of this event, and for hint 
to coniider of it ^ for he coneluded that fince the 
Engli(h had thu&entei'ed Flanders and killed his 
fubjtfctB, they would not rest there, but would 
advance further into the country and do more 
mtfchief, 

> Theduke of Burgundy, on receiving this intel- 
ligence, fent knights and fquires to garrifon 
St. Omer, Aire, St. Venant, Bailleul, Bergues, 
Caflel, and all the ftrong places on the frontiers 
ot Flanders, and to guard theenltrance of Artois, 
We will return to the English, and fay how 
ib^ profpeped. , 



CHAP LV. 



THE ENGLISH, UNDER THE COMMAND OF THE 
' BISHOP OF NORWICH, HAVING CONQUERED ALL 
THE COAST FROM GRAVELINES TO SLUYS, LAY 
SIEGE TO YPRES. 

AFTER the defeat near Dunkirk and the con- 
quest of that town, the Engliffi were 
fwollen with pride, and thought all Flanders was 
their own. To fay the truth, had they marched 
directly to Bruges, . many who .were well ac- 
quainted with the ftate of that town, fay it 
would have furrendeted to them : but they act- 
.'■■..'''. ^ . '...,. ed 
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^ otherwife ; for they had determii»ed to miir^ 
to Bourbourg, ta take that town^ atid tbeii to 
advance to Aire and Caifel^ conqumni^ the whole 
country fo as to leave -iio ettemy in their vear> 
and then -to lay fiege to Yprcit. They imagined 
the town of Ypres would f unrendef on feeii^ 
that the country was conquered. 

The Englifh left Dunkirk, after having dQae 
their pleafure with it^ and inarched for Bour- 
bourg : the inhfibitants of which {4ace, beinig 
much alarmed, no fooner faw them coming than 
they inilailtly furrendered, on having their lives 
and fortunes fpared. The Englifl^ entered tbe 
place with great joy; for they faid they would 
there eftablifh a handfome gamfon» to make vfjitr 
on St. Omer and the adjacent frontiers. 

After this, they gained the caftle of Dixmude: 
but it was three days before they took it by ftorm, 
and the. garrifou,of two hundred men were flain. , 
The Englifh repaired it, and declared they would 
keep it to the utmoft of their power, garrifoning 
it again with fresh men at arms. They conti- 
nued their march to Caffel, which they took, 
where they made, a great booty, and peopled it 
^gain with their OM'n men. 

They ilili continued their march, layijng, that 
they would have a look at Aire; but maiiy, well 
acquainted with its fituatiou, knew it was not 
eafy to be taken, and would coA jtoo much: 
however, the bifliop of Norwich faid^ he WQidd 
have a near view of it. 

At this time, the goveiaior of Aire was ji,gal- 
lant knight from Picardy, called fir Robert de 

Bethune, 
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Bethnne^ tifcount de Meaux: there were alfo 
witk him fir John de. Roye, the lord de Claiy, 
fir John de Bethune his brother, the lordde Moo- 
tigny, fir Peirdncas de Pont Saint, fir John de 
Chaidgny -kad fir Floreiis his fon, with feveral 
more ; (o thai there were, aboilt fix fcore lances 
of good men at arrns^ knights and fquires. 

Wlien the bishop c^ Norwich, fir Hugh Cal- 
verley^ fiv Henry c|e Beaumont, fir Thomas Tri« 
vet, fir William Helmon, fir Matthew Redman 
and the red; were advanced to a place near Aire^ 
called the New Diteh, they formed themfelves in 
battle-array, and thus marched on in clofe order 
with banners and pennons fluttering in the wind ; 
for they knew not what intentions the vifcount 
dLnd his companion^ miglit have. 

The vifcount with his knights and fqtiires were 
handibmely drawn vp oh the canfeway before 
liie ba4?riers of Aire, and plainly faw the Englifh 
Riarch foefide*them, on* the road to St. Venant; 
lmt,'asthey werenot innumtt^rsfufiicient to bar 
tha!t pafiage, they remained quiet at their post 
to deferid themfehres if attacked. The English 
marched by, and took iip their quarters two 
leases from St. Venant : the governor of that 
piace was a knight of Picardy called fir William 
die Melle, who had fortified the church of the 
town to ferve as a place of retreat Ihould it be 
neoeffary : he found it fo, for the town was only 
incloiied by fmalbpalifadoes and ditches. The 
aJ;taick did not lafi; long before the Englifh entered 
it, when the French retreated, fome to the cafi;le, 

others 
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others to the church* Thofe it\ the caltb were . 
not attacked ^ for it was marveUoufly firong, and 
could not be approached for the deep and wide, 
ditches which furrounded it: but the church 
was inAatitl J afTaulted by the Englifh on their 
entrance into the t^wn, for they had heard thai 
the men at arms had retreated thither* 

Sir William de Meile was a good and galknt 
knight^ and. would have defended the church of 
St, Venant valiantly ; but the Engliih archers had 
furrounded it, and ihot fo raj[>idly and with fiich. 
good aim that fcarcdy any dared (hew themfelyes 
in its defence. Thofe who were on the battle*^ 
nients were provided with ftones, pieces of wood 
and artillery, which they ufed with fufch fuccefe 
as to wound many ; but the attack was confin^ 
with fo great earneftnefs by the En^fh that the 
clmrch wa? taken by fiorm and fir William in it, 
who had Ibiight valiantly. " Tlie otliers did the 
fame ; and h^d they entertained any hopes <^ be- 
ing fupp6rted,the/ would have held out* longer, 
which was the caufe that they were thus eafily 
taken. . Sir I William de Mplle was made a pri- 
foner : he agreed for his ranfom, and retfumed to 
France with the confent of his captor, to whOTi 
he had givea his word according to the manner 
in which all French and Englifh gentlemen be- 
have to- one another in fimilar cafes ; but not fo 
the Germans, whoj whenever they take apri- 
foner throw him into durance vile, loaded with 
ironSj in order to gain a more confiderable ran* 
fom. 

The 
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The bifliop «f Norwich and his army, otrtlieir ' 
departure from St; Venantj^ quartered themfelves 
in the £ore& of Niepe^ which was not far diftant, 
and near to Bailleul. They entered the caftle- 
wick of Poper ingne, and took all the inolofed - 
toiros, wherein, they foaad much oioney and 
great booty, which they font to Bergnes or 
Botirbourg. When tbey had thus laid the whole 
country under their fubjection, fo that none cam& : 
to of>pofe iJbeiQ, and wba% they were mafiers of 
the coaft from Graveliiaes to Slays, having poffefs* 
ed themfelyes of Dunkirk, Nieuport, Fumes and 
Blaaquenbergue> they advanced to lay fiege to 
Ypres. There the.biftiop, fir Hugh Calveriey and 
the EngUfli habited, audi then fent me0bngers to 
Ghent I hate.good reafon to fuppofetbat Fran- 
cis Atremea went tp them^ and was at all their ' 
battles a,nd Gonqueils, and Jsad ferved as conduct* 
or of the Englifh from town to towiij and from 
village to villag/e. 
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CHAP. LVI. 

THE MEN 9F GHENT ASSIST THE ENGLISH IN 
* THEIR SIEGE OF YPRES.— THE LORD DE ST. 
LEGER GOING TO REINFORCE THE GARRISON 
OF COURTRAY, BY ORDERS^ OF THE KING OF 
FRANCE, IS DEFEATED BY A PARTY OF ENG. 
LISH NEAR COMMINES. 



w 



HEN Peter du Bois, Peter le Nuitre, and 
the captains in Ghent hear^ that the Eng- 
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Hill demanded their affiftance, and were lying 
before Ypres, they irere much pleaied, and pre-^ 
pared themfdves to march thither as fpeedHjr 
as poffible. They fet out from Ghent on the; 
Saturday morning after the octave of St. Peter 
and St. Paul, to the amount of near twenty tfabu- 
fand^ with a very confiderable train <^ carts, 
and in good array. They marched by Courtray, 
aAd came before Ypres. 

The English weoe rgoiced at their comings and 
made great cheer for them, fajring they would 
take Ypres^ and then conquer Bruges, Damme 
andSiuys, making do doubt that before Septem- 
ber, they would hare conquered all Flanders, 
Thus did they boaft of thdr good fortune. 

The governor of Ypres at that time was the 
lord de Saint Pi, a very prudent and valiant 
kiiight who had thrown himfdf into the place, 
where every thing was done according to his pkms 
and orders. The men at arms who had accom^ 
panied this knight thither by order of the duke 
of Burgundy and the earl of Flanders, were fir 
John de Bougraigne, caftellan of Ypres, fir 
Baldwin de Delbedene his fon, the lord Difleg* 
hien, the lord de Stades, fir John Blanchart, fir 
John de Merfelede, fir Hamel, fir Nicholas Belle, 
lord de Harlequebecque, the lord de Rolleghen, 
fir John Ahoutre, John de Saint Pi, nephew to 
the gover^nor, Francois Belle, fir George Belle, 
and many more. They had grieat difficulty to 
withfi;and the English, who attacked them openly 
and covertly. They were likewife under alarm 
left there should be ibme undeHlandi^g betw6ed 
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the townfmen and thole from Ghent; andilef^ 
the place ihould^ bjr < treafon^ fall into their 
hands. 

A gallant knight of llainault called fir Johri- 
de Jinnonti was at this time in Co^i*tray as itSr 
governor, having accepted it at the earneft en- 
treaties of the duke of Burgundy' and earl of* 
Flanders; At that time no knight of Flanders 
dared to undertake it, fo dangerous did the de- 
fence of it appear; for when the king of France 
had marched away it was difmantled'and burnt,i 
6ti Which account- very few refided there; and 
it was fo much deftroyed, that they coidd 
fcarcely find a place to put their horfes in. 

Sir John dfe Jumont undertook iht grand en- 
terprife of defending it. He fpeedily repaired- 
it, and behaved So gallantly, through God's 
mercy and grace, that there was not any da^ 
mage done it; on thiei contrary, much honour' 
accrued to him. 

The duke of Burgundy, wh6 ^refully at-* 
tended to the afiairs of Flanders, as they fo 
nearly concerned him» fent from France fixty 
Breton lances to Gourtf ay^ to rejinforce and en- 
courage fir John de Jumont. Thefe men at 
arms marched to Lille^ .piden the ccrmpaiand of 
the dukes ftom thence they fet out oa^; Friday 
morning /to Coihmines^ where they arciTed, un-^ 
der the /Command of the lord de St; Leger and 
Yvonnet de Gantemat. By break of day full 
two hundred Englifti lances had Come to the 
town of Gommines, to collect forage from the 
flat countries, and carry it to the army before 
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Yprei. Thefe Bretons had not any expecta- 
tion of their comings aiul fdl into their hands. 
There was a (harp engagement at the foot of 
the bridge of Commiaesy where the Bretons de- 
fended thanfelves marvelloufly well, and, if 
they had been fupported by as many again 
as themfdves, they would have efcaped without 
Ipfs. 

As it was they were conftrained to fly, for 
they were too few to oppofe fueh numbers^ 
.The greater part were flain, or taken as they 
were efcaping towards Liller The lord de St. 
Leger was deQ)erately wom3ide4> and left for 
dead on the field. Fortunate were- thofe who 
efcaped from this engagement : and the purfuit 
of the En^iih after the Bretons lafted to within 
half a league of the town of lille. The lord 
de St. Leger, although mortally wounded, was 
carried to that town with great difficulty, where 
he died five days afterwards. Five of his fquirei 
died aUoy and thus ended, this adventure. 
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CHAP. LVII. 

THE BISHOP OF LIEGE, NOT BEING ABLE TO 
BRING ABOUT A PEACE BETWEEN THE BISHOP 
OF NORWICH AND THE EARL OF FLANDERS, 
RETURNS HOME. 

THE fiege of Ypres was continued with 
great activity on the part of the Engliih 
and^Fleiiungs^ who ma^e many affaults which 

much 
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ittiaoh frightened tbofe in the town. The e^ri 
of Flanders was hot very well affured but that 
Ypres muft fali J far the Englilh are very fub- 
tle, and they could receive great reinforcements 
from England, by way of Cala}*^ without his 
knowledge, or oppofition, having garrifons in 
all the lov^ns on the road. They might, if they 
had chofen, hive had feinibrcements from 
England ; but they did not think much was to 
be dreaded at the commencement, either from 
the earl or the power of France, for feveral 
great Englifh l)arons were prepaired arid ready 
to erofs the fea at Calais, to affift their coun^' 
trymen from the environs of Dover, Sandwich, 
and Lewes, had they been fo required: they 
Counted to a thoufand lances, arid two thou-* 
fand archeivs in the parts above mentioned. Sir 
William Beauchamp and fir William Windfor^ . 
marflials of England, were appointed by the 
king and council to command thefe men at arms, 
by which the duke of Lancafter loft this oppor- 
tunity of making his expedition to Portugal. 

All England, as I have before faid, were 
more inclined to ferve in the army of the bifliop 
of Norwich than in that of the duke of Lan- 
cafter. . 

The ea^rl of Flanders was informed of all thefe 
events which were paffing in England^ as well 
as of what was going forward before Ypres^ 
He therefore refolved to provide^ as much as 
was in his power,^ & remedy for them; for he 
fuppofed the duke;af. Burgundy would excite 
the barons of France^, to exert theipfelves to 
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drive the Englifli out of Flanders, and from the 
countries which they had fo. recently con- 
quered. But as he knew that France was very 
extenfive, that fciveral barons bound to ferve 
the king were at a great difiance, and that 
many things .might haippen before they could 
arrive, he refolved to feild to fir Amoul de Sorge, 
biihop of Liege, who was a ftatunch Urbanist, 
to request he would come to Ypres and nego- 
tiate with the Englifh to decamp and march 
elfewhere; for he had been much astoniihed at 
their proceedings, fince it was well known tcr 
the world that both himfelf and country were' 
good Urbanists. 

The earl managed fo well that the bifliop of 
Liege came to Hainault, and from thence to 
Valenciennes, Douay and Lille, where he had 
a conference* with the earl, who informed him 
of what he wiftied him to do. After this, 
the biihop left Liege and ^ame to the camp be- 
fore Ypres, where the Englifh and Ghent men 
received him very politely, and attentively lis- 
tened to all he had to fay. I was told at the 
time, that the earl of Flanders, through the 
means of the biflifop' of Liege, offered to the 
bifliop ' of Norwich and the Englifh, if they 
would break rip thieir fiege, and carry their war 
against the countries of the Clementists, to 
fend them five hundred lances to ferve under 
their orders for three months, and at his own 
expence. 

The bifhop of Norwich replied, he tvould at- 
f entirely confider and difcufs this propofal; 
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Many words pafled ; for the Ghent men advifed 
him not to put any truft in what the earl had 
|aid» for there was no dependence on his pro- 
mifes^ and told him that if he could he would 
deceive Kim. Having therefore maturely con- 
fidered every thing, he gave notice to the 
bifliop 6f Liege, that he might return when he 
pleafed, for he MrouM not pay aniy attention to 
his offers ; and, as for the fiege, he would never 
depart thence until he had reduced the town of 
Ypres to his obedience. 

Thebifhop finding he could obtain nothing 
xncH^ei took his leave and returned to lille, and 
gave the earl of Flanders the anfwer he had re- 
ceived. When the earl faw that he could not. 
.obtain any terms, he was more penfive than 
before; for he clearly perceived, that unlefs the . 
force of France raifed the fiege, he (hould lofe 
bis good town of Ypres^ He therefore wrote 
other letters^ giving a detail of what anfwers 
he had received, and whal^ was going forwards, 
which h^ fent by one of his own knights to his 
fon and daughter of Burgundy, who relided at 
Gompiegne. The bilhpp pC Liege left the earl, 
and reiurned through Douay and ValeniQiennes 
to his owi^ country. 
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CHAP. LVIII; 

THE KING OF FRAN^ ISSUES A GRAND SUM* 
MONS, WITIJ TH^ INTENTION OF RAISING 
THE SIEGE OF YPRES, — ^SO^E O^ THE EARL 
OF FLANDERS' MEN AREDEFEATPP BY THE 
ENGLISH BPFORE TJJE CHyR^H QF JgMENIN- 

npHE duke of Burgundy, being convinced 
-■" that things would end badly if the king of 
France with an army did not provide a remedy, 
fexerted himfelf for a parliament to be holden at 
Compiegne of all the great barons and princes 
of the realm of France. 

To this parliament all who were fiiitimoned 
came, and the duke of Brittany perfonaJly at-i 
tended. It was there difcuffed, whether or not 
the king of France, with his uncles the dukes 
of Berry, Burgundy and Bourbon (hould march 
to Flandeirs with a greater force than he had 
commanded at Rofebecque, to raife the fiege of 
Ypres, and 'offer combat to the Englifh' and 
Flemings, if they lliould think proper to wait 
for him. 

It was refolved in the affirmative -, and the 
king of France iflued his fummons throughout 
the kingdoff^ fpf every man to be at Arras, op 
in that neighbourhood^ by the 15th d^-y of Au» 
guft, proyid(^ with fiil things fuit^ble to his 
ranjkf The kiijg wrote alfo to thofe c|.t a difi 
tance, fuch as the cotmts d'Armagnac and 
Savoy, ^ij4 to duke Frederick of Bavaria, 
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This dufee was in upper Germany, and the Ibn 
of one of the brothers' of the reigning duke : 
he was very defirous of vifiting the court of 
France and bearing arms for it, aj; he was fond 
of every fort of honour ; and they had told 
him, which he believed as fact, that all honours 
in the world Were to be had in France. Duke 
Frederick, being at fuch a diftance, was the 
firft fent for : he made his preparations on re- 
ceinng the fummons, and faid he would come 
through Hainault, to visit his uncle and his 
couiins, the count .de Blois and others. 

During the time thefe wairlike preparations 
were makmg, the fiege of Ypres continued with 
great vigour. There were many attacks and 
ikirmifhes^ in which feveral were killed or 
wounded : but the governor, fir John^ de Saint 
Pi, made fo good a defence, that no eflential 
damage was done. 

During this fiege, the e?irl of Flanders was 
informed that the church of Emenin was ftrong, 
and worth poffeffing; for, (hould the Englith 
come thither, they would eafily take it, as it 
had no garrifon, and they would from thence 
much harrafs the country. The earl refol ved to 
take pofTeffion of it ^ and, fending for fir John 
du Moulin, he faid to him,— •^ Sir John, collect 
a body of men from this town, and with crofs- 
bows go to Emenin, and gain the church, left 
the Englifti fortify it ; for, if they win it, they 
will harrafs all the furrounding country.* Sir 
Johtf replied, he would willingly do fo, and 
inunediately made preparations for the e^cur- 
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fioxu On the morrow morning^ he mounted 
his horfe^ accompanied by a young knight, a 
baftard fon of the earl, of Flanders, called fir 
John Sans-terre, and about lixty lances, with 
the fame number of archers. On their leaving 
Lille, they took the road to Em^nin, but found 
only a few men at arms there, who, of their 
own free-will, were guarding the church. 

This fame day, about two hundred Englifh 
and Gafcon lances made alfo an excurfiou'; and 
leammg from the foragers that there were fbme 
men at arms and crofs-bows in Emenio^ th^y 
ftuck fpurs into their horfes, and neypr halted 
until they arrived at the town, whep, dilmount- 
ing, in the fquare before the church, they 
grafped their fpears afid ihouted their cries. 

Sir John dii Moulin and the baflard of Flan- 
ders, feeing from this body of nien that a comr 
bat was unavoidable, formed in battle-array in 
the fquare, and ordered their crofs-bows to 
flioot : they at fir^ wounded feveral of the 
EnglijQbi, who foon broke through them^ but 
for a fmall body they made a good fight, 
though many wer^ i^ruck down, womnd^ and 
killed. . 

The Englifh were fo Aiperior in nmnbers, 
that the Flemings were defeated, and the two 
knights made, prifoners, who behaved gallantly 
in defending tljemfelves. Of the remainder, 
many were t^kan j and very few returned to 
Lille, being moftly flain or captured. Thus 
ended this expedition to Emenin, which greatly 
vexed the earl of Flanders, but at that time he 

could 
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(Could not help it. The Gafco»s and English 
carried their prifoners with them, and, made 
much of them ; but it \y^3 not long before thejf 
ranfojnied tbemfelves. 



CHAi^. LIX^ 
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IFHE ENOLTSH AND GHENT MEN MAKE ^A SHARP 
ATTACK QN YFRES; BUT, LEARNING' THAT 
TOE KINO OF FRANCE HAD MARCHED AN 
ARMY INf O ARTOIS, THEY INSTANTIiT BREAK 

VF THE SIEGE. . .^ 

^ ,».•■■. 

IT alwajrs happens^ that -in war there are 
gains and ioffes : very extraordiaary are the 
chance$|. as thofe kno^w well who follpjy. the 
profefiion. Tbie fiege of Ypres was pus^pd, pn 
with unwearied force; and it was fully the in^ 
tention of the bifhop, of: Norwich, the Eggli(l| 
^nd Peter du Bois,, to conquer Ypres by ftorm 
or otherwife, as thie: vigour of th^jir attftpk^i 
^ewed^. 

Aipipp[g the many affaults, there was, one 
much feyprer thaii the reft ; for it iafied from 
morning U|itil almofi night. Many valiant pcr 
tions were done by feveral on both fides, i^nd 
the Englifli and Flemings made .vaft exertions 
to conquer it. The befieged created that; day 
four knights, John de St. Pi, nephew to the go- 
pernor, Fran9ois Belle, George Belle, and Jofen 
Belle, who ftiewed thpmfelves good knights in 

this 
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this firft difplay of their knighthood. An Englifh 
fquire, called Lewis lin, was killed at this at- 
tack, which was very (harp; and numbers 
were wounded on each fide, who too rafhly 
expofed themfelves. 

The Englifh arches, pofted on the ditches of 
the town, shot fo expertly and rapidly that 
fcarcely any dared to appear on the battlements 
to defend the place. There were collected that 
day in Ypres two tons of artiUeiy, efpecially 
arrows, which werie shot into the town, ib that 
none . ventured to pafs through thofe ftreets 
near the walls where the attack was made, 
for fear of being killed, if not well armed and 
shielded. 

This attack lafted until night, when the 
English and Flemings, who had fought the 
whole day in^two battalions, returned to the 
camp quite tired, as were likewife thofe in the 
town. 

The English and Plemings, finding they 
could not take the town by ftorm, and haviiig 
expended much of their artillery, refolved to 
have quantities of faggots made and collected, 
with which and earth they could fill up the 
ditches, fo that they might advance to fight 
hand to hand with the garrifon, undermine the 
walls, and, by throwing them down, win the 
place. 

Workmen were inftantly employed to pro- 
cure and cut down as much wood as poflible in 
the neighbo^rhood of Ypres, which was to be 
placed within fide of the ditehes and covered 

with 
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with earth : but this was not fo foon done, nor 
could they accomplish their intentions ; for the 
king of France, having a great defire to raife 
this^ fiege and fight with the English at all 
«vents, haftened his preparations, fet out from 
Compiegne and marched to Arras. 

The conftable of France, with many barons 
who formed the van of the army, had already ^ 
arrived, and were quartered in Artois. The 
duke of Brittany came with two thouTand 
lances, as he was anxious to aflifl his coufin the 
ear! of Flanders on this occafion. Indeed he 
was much bounden fo to do, for he had found 
him, in former times,* eager to befriend him in 
his diftrefs. All the lords, both from far and 
near, were on their march and at hand. The 
count of Savoy and the count of Geneva, came 
with feven hundred honeft Savoyards. Duke 
Frederick of Bavaria was haftehing with aftrong 
body of men at arms, and had arrived iu 
Hainault. He refided at Quefnoy with his 
uncle duke Albert, his aunt, the duchefs Mar« 
garet, and with his coufins. 

The diikes of Lorraine and Bar arrived with 
a large body in Artois. Sir William de Namiir, 
not having attended the former war, as the earl 
had excufed him, came with two hundred good 
lances to ferve the King of France and duke of 
Burgundy. He had pafled through Haiuault, 
and fixed his quarters in the country round 
Tournay. It was wonderful to fee what bodiesr 
of men different lords brought to ferye the king 
of Franqe, 
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The count Guy de Blois lay ill at Landrecy* 
during the whole time- thefe warlike prepara- 
jtions were making, and neither himfelf nor his 
people knew if he would be able to bear the 
fatigues of this campaign with the king. He 
was carried in a litter to Beaumont in Hainault, 
and was fomiewhat betterj for that air was more 
agreeable to hini than, that of Landrecy. Not- 
withftanding he was very unwell and feeble, he 
made ample preparation^, as did his depend- 
ants in the copntry of Blois, f uch as this lord 
de Montigny, the lord de Vf efin^ fir Vilhennes 
de St. Martin, fir Waleran de DouHjenne go- 
vernor of Remprentin, and pther knjghts and 
fquires who pamie to ferve under the young king 
of France. 

News was brought to the bifliqp of Norwich^ 
fir Hugh Calverley and the Englifli befieging 
Ypre?, that the fcing of France >va» haftening, 
py forced marches, with an army of upwards of 
twenty thour9,nd men at arm3, knights and 
fquires, and fixty thoufand . other naen. This 
intelligence was repeated from fo many quar- 
ters, that a,t laft it w^^ thoi^ht to be true, for 
^t firft they would not believe it. They heard 
for cer^in that it was fo, and that if they re- 
mained where they were, they would have to 
fight with them. They aJfo learnt that the 
duke of Brittany was with the king of France, 
and coming againfl.them, whictf aftoniflied 
them much. 

They called a council on this information, to 

♦ Landrecy,--a fe-on^ town in Hainault, dipcefc of Courtrty* 
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cotifider what line of conduct to purfiie. ' Hav* 
ing weighed every circumftance, and not find- 
ing themfelves in fufficient ftrcngth to wait for 
ihe whole force of the king, they judged it to 
be more prudent for Peter du Bois, Peter le • 
Nuitre and the Ghent men to return to their 
town, and the; Englifli to retreat towards Ber- 
gues and Bourbourg, which they were to gar- 
rifon : and if any force fliduld cotne from Eng- 
land, or. if king Richard or his uncles fhould 
fcrofs the fe^, they -s^^ould fend them advice 
ofit. • 

Thi^ refolution 'was adojited, and they broke? 
up their camp. The Ghent' men fet out on 
their return home, where they arrived. The 
English retired to Befrgues and Bourbottrg, arid 
entered the forts \^hi(jh they had conquered. 

The day that the English hegari their retreat, 
Thomas lord Percy, fan to the earl of Nor- 
thumberiandi arrived. He came from Pruffir^ 
and hearing on his road that the kings of 
France and England were to engage in the 
plains of Flanders or Aftois, each at' the head 
of his army, the knight was fo much rejoiced, 
and had fo great a defire to be prefent at the 
battle, that the journey, which at a moderate 
rate of travelling would have taken forty days^ 
he performed in fourteen, leaving his equipage 
and fervants behind, and frequently changing* 
horfes. He afterwards learnt that his baggage 
had arrived in lefs than twenty day^ in the 
town of Ghent. Such good will and gallantry^^ 
deferve much praife; 
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CHAP. LX. 

bUKE FREDERICK OF BaVARIA ARRIVES AT THeJ 
ARMY OF THE KING OF FRANCE.^-^OUNT 
GUY DE BLOISj NOTWITHSTANDING HIS ILL 
HEALTH^ COMES TO ARRAS ATTENDED BY 

HIS MEN AT ARMS; 

Intelligence was brought to the king of 

France, in the city of Arras, and to the 
iords with him, that the English and Ghent 
men had raifed the siege and decamped from 
before Ypres. The king was eager^ to hurry 
matters and puvfue them» fo that they should 
iiot efcape^ He fet out from Arras, and caiii^ 
to Mont St^ Eloy, a very handfome abbey, 
where he remained four days waiting for the 
arrival of the duke of Berry. The army was 
continually increaled by thofe who came to it 
from all parts, and it was known, through the 
conftable, the marshals and sir Guifcard count 
dauphin, mailer of the crofs-bows , that the 
king had with him upwards of one hundred 
thoufand men. 

The king departed from Mont St. Eloy, fol- 
lowing the road to St. Omer, and came to Aire, 
of which place the vifcount de Meaux was 
governor. He tarried there two days, the army 
Hill increaifiixg. The conftable with the van 
were advanced, and quartered in the towii of' 
Caflel. The king went to St Qmer, where he 
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Hopped for the arrival of bis people, who wer* 
comihg to him from every quarter. 

'W'hen duke Frederick of Bavaria arrived at 
the army, the great barons of France, in order 
to do him honour, went out to meet him, as he 
hdd come from fuch a diilant country to ferve 
the king, who entert&ined him^ handfomely, and 
tvas thankful for his arrival. He caufed him to 
be quartered as near to himfelf as poflible 
during the whole expedition, as was but juft. 

In the army were full three hundred thou- 
fand horfes r and it was wonderful w here pro- 
viJSons could coifte^from, or be found to fupply 
fuch an army. At times, indeed, there was a 
fcarcity; at others, they had abundance. The 
count Guy de Blois, who refided at Beaumont 
in Hainault, notw^ithftandirig he was Hot yet 
recovered from the long illn^ hfe had been vi- 
fited with during the fummer^ thought it would 
not be for his honour to remain idle, w^hen fo 
many great and powerful princes and lords were 
in the field ; befides, inquiries had been made 
after him, as he was one of the leaders of the 
rear^ward. It was therefore better for him to 
join them, trufting to the will of God, than 
to remain behind under a fuppofition of "dif- 
fetnbling. 

This gallant lord began his journey ; but as 
he was unable to ride, he ordered his litter, and 
took leave of the lady his wife, and of his fon 
Lewis. Several of his council, on account of 
the great heat and clofenefs of the weather, 
looked on this journey as a wrong meafure, 
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ivmifl others who heard of it thbught it a greai 
proof of his courage. He was accompanied 
from Hal nault by the lord de Sanzeft, the lord 
de Harlzelles, fir Gei/ard de Warrieres, fir 
Thomas de Diftre, the lord de Doufl;renent^ 
John de Ghifnelle, who was created a knight 
on the road, and feyeral more. He pafled 
through Cambray, and came to Arras, and the 
longer he travelled the better was his health. 
His vaffals from filois, hearing of his journey, 
went to meet him. On his arrival at Arras, 
his people coUercted together, to the amount of 
more than four hundred lances, and always fol- 
lowed him. He had his provifions from Hain- 
ault, and in this refpect was moft abundant- 
ly fuppjied. Let us retutn to the king 6f 
France; 



CilAP. LXL 

THE VAN OF THE FRENCH ARMY TAKES CASSEL 
AND TRUGHEN.— THE ENGLISH ABANDON 
BERGUES, AND RETIRE TO BOURBOURG, 
WHEREIN THE KING. OF FRANCE BESIEQES 
THEM. 

HE king of France continued his march to 

St. Omer, where he halted and refrelhed him- 

felf. The van, with the coriftable and marsh'alsy 

advanced to Caffel, which wis in the hands of the' 
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%r^l\Qi. The town was attacked, taken by fiomiy 
tOid all in it put to. the fword. Thofe who could 
efcape retreated to Bergues^ :where was fir Hugh 
Calveriey with full three thoufand Englifli. The 
bifliop of Norwich was not tjhere^ having retired 
to Gravelines, to be the fdoner at Calais fhould 
there be. occafion* The Englifli had burnt and 
pillaged all the country near to Caflel. 

The king of Franisei on his arriral at St. Omer^ 
was lodged at aii abbey out of the town, on the 
road to Berguesi called Ranombergues, where he 
^remained. He came there on a Friday, and on 
the following day the conftable, the marflials, 
with the lord de ConCy and a great number of 
good men at arms, took the field and came be- 
fore the caftle of Trughen, wherein were about 
three hundred men at arms, who had formed a 
^arrifon of this place the whole feafon- 

They made a vigorous attack on the caftle, and 
e&erted themfelves very much : indeed^ they were 
forced to do fo if they wiflied for conquefl;, as the 
Englifli within defended themfelves fo valiantly 
that it was marvellous to think of their prowefs. 
However, by continued attacks^ and gallant deed* 
of arms^ the caftle was taken^ and all within put 
to deatli, for the conftable would not ftiew mercy 
to any one. In the lower court, was found the 
moft beautiful white horfe that had been feen for 
years, which was prefented to the conftable^ who 
inflsantly fent it to the king of France. Theking 
willingly accepted the horfe, and was fo gleafed 
with it that he rode it all Snnday. 
^, Vol. VI. X The 



«1^ Mlhy M^IUi his otmpeaxy. fl(^ waft n^j^ittii 

tbtttit'd'Vitti the <t:^iit 4e if at^MttW) this UitA d^ 
Oii^feifieti imA tlie to^ dd k F^ M^hmmim 
W^e tM^aMfy 'Coliiifig in irofk iitl puttSv It mt» 
a fine dry fumnier, olti^viile k Wcmld lh««fe iMf^Q 
bi^ ^kfr ^e horfes ^neMr «he te^ftkdt^ «tid knj^f 

All %1ye Ehgli^^)»3^ l^ l^ste^^ i(«li<S q[«ait 
AMiMterAkHic1c> was gnme t^ Or^v«i1ines> liaid Pt* 
thtfA hitb th^ t^^v*fi ^ S6^gte&, whibh was oiriy^ 
fhclidVsd by a ^alifeA^ ^nd 4^h«g : he {bt«9y w-^ 
|)^¥itefA fiatvmg ai^rtakefn m^is %xpeditidii> f«r Im 
faw IliM titl h^ bad dime ^>«(AilA no^ 'be tamod 
Witb<sbfaMi^ «glEt!h!ft MMi,%itffd WiEti^ Mi m^Petetty 
for the wor4^ If^ t«ad tfttat^d ^hich liad been i^ 
j^ed tfii*<yiigk Fi«!i^. H^ liad b^^luded during 
Htvt tiihfe !he ^vt<ai^ b^fie^^^ ¥|)Ms^ lli«t be wMid 
llfei^ wa^t itifriliie^iftg of ^mfc^ ^Mud hte w«tir> 

Ae!¥i1y liel>adb^enlS9l^0d^M^4li^fieg^«Md 

lly, ^bis army e<MM itot 4^li«bat ttf'tlieiDiiiir. 

The Englfsb ait O&kAn 'HbmtA ^art: Cuall: wifb 

Money. Intttitb.^tbeiiikefofiiaMaiUftswicit^ 
hedA fyreveiited 4>y «bSs ^editiiBfti ia<r4li^%ifth<c^ 
frdlh Cftk^rying bis 041% ^hftid <tt:Mtftk»tiy 4i4, W* 
«v4sb it woidd >Mrfi ^ «€P6bermfe. Ute ^^ u teiyrii 
%tfre«s eff Gngtaftd 4f<ctt(e«c^ ^ibe^liwie leMMMft^ 
for when fir Wil}tete WiMl^r, «li%)HiMrtAiaS,feift 
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to tfellthcnl, whilft before Yptes, that if they 
Wished for reinforcements, they should have verjr 
numerous ones^, the bishop anfwered, as did (ir 
Thomas Trivet and fir William Helmon*, that 
they had ftrength enough, and more than they 
wishedj to combat thje king of Fraiice and the 
army he could bring againft theto. But fir Hugh 
Calverley, who had feen more fervice than any 
of the others, had always held a different lan- 
guage, and faid during the fiege of YpreSj When 
he heard of ^ the offer from the barons in Eng- 
land,—* Gentlemen, you feem to have great con- 
fidence in your ftrength : why should we refufe 
the afliftd.nce of our countrymen, when they offer 
to come to us and the country confents to it ? 
A day niay come, perhaps, when we shall repent 
of oiir refufah' But thefe words were not at- 
tended to, as they faid they had men fufficient. 
Things therefore continued as they were, and in 
the end they loft more than they gained by it. 

Sir Hugh Calverley, on his arrival at Bergues, 
quartered himfelf and his men in the different 
hdtels and houfes of the town : they were in the 
tirhdej including archers^ more than foui- thou- 
fittidttteit. Sir Hugh faid, — ' I am determined tp 
kee|)r this town; it is of good ftrength, and tve are 
enmigh to defend it. I expect we ^hall have, ifi 
five or iix dayi^> reinforcements from England; 
fbr tliey will learn our fitiiation, antf s^fo the force 
df cor enemies/ All replied, * God afllft us ?* 
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Upon this, he made very prudent regulations) 
on dividing hi$ men under pennons and into 
companies, to mount the walls and guard the 
gates, he found he had numbers fufficient. He 
ordered all the ladies and women^ children and 
lower clafies of* inhabitants to retire into a cl^urch> 
whence they were riot to ftir. 

The king of France was at the abbey of Ra^ 
nomt>ergues, and learnt that the English had re- 
treated to Bergues. A council was held on the 
occafion, when it was ordered! that the van, with 
the conftable and marshals, should advance be- 
yond the town and encamp on one of its fides ; 
and the king of France, with the dukes of Berry, 
Burgundy and Bourbon would follow with the 
main army ; that the count de Bloi^ and the * 
count d'Eu, with the rear divifion, should lodge 
themfelves on the other fide of the town, and 
thus furround the English. 

This plan was executed ; and the king fet out 
from Ranombergues, attended by his whole army. 
It was a beautiful fight to behoki thefe bannersj, 
* pennons and helmets glittering in the fun, and- 
fuch numbers of men at arms that the eye could 
not compafs them : they feemed like a moving 
forefi, fo upright did they hold their lances/ 
Thus they marched in four divifions towards 
Bergues, to inclofe the English in that town. 

About eight o'clock in tlie morning, an English 

herald entered the town, whoj by the courtefy of 

» the lords of France, had pafled through their 

' army : he waited on fir Hugh Calverley in his 

h6te1. 
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t)6tel^ and fpoke fo loud that every one heard 
him. ' Herald, whence doft thou come ?' * Mj 
lord,' replied thte herald, f I come from the Freiich 
army, where I have feen the fineft men at arms, 
and in fuch vaft numbers that there is not at tliis 
day another king who can (hew the like.' 

' And thefe^ fine men at arms which thou art 

.fpeaking of,' faid fir Hugh, ^what number are 

they?' 'By my faith, my lord, they are full 

twenty-fix thoufand men at arms: handfomer 

nor better armed were never feen.' 

^Ha, ha!' replied fir Hugh, who was much 
provoked at the latter part of his fpeech, ' thou 
art a fine fellow to come and mock us with this 
pompous tale. I know well thou hafl; lied ; for 
many a time have I feen the^armies of France, 
but they never amounted to twenty-fix thorjfand ^ 
BO, not even to fix thoufand men at arms.' 

As he faid this, the watch of the town, who 
was at his pofi;, founded his trumpet, for the van 
of the enemy was about paffing near the walls. 
• Sir Hugh then, addrefling the knights and 
fquires prefent, faid 5 * Come, come : let us go 
and fee thefe twenty-fix 4;houfand men at arms 
inarch by, for our watch blows his horn.' They 
went on the walls of the place, and, leanihg on 
them, obferved the march of the van, which 
might have confifiied of about fifteen ' hundred 
lances, with the confiable, the marflials, the 
mailer of the crofs-bows and the lord de Coucy. 
Next came; the duke of Brittany, the earl of 
glanders and the count de St. Ppl, who had un- 
der 
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4er their command about fifteen hundred lances 
more. Sir Hugh Calverjey, who thought ho 
bad fean the whole army, faid,-^* Now fee if I 
did not fay truth ; where are thefe twenty-ifix 
thoufand men ? Why, if they be three thou« 
fand men at arms, tUey are ten thoufand* 
X^t us go to our dinner, for { do not yet fee 
fuch a force as fhould oblige u^ to furreudef 
the town, This herald would frighten us well, 
if we were to hdieve him,* 

The herald was much aihamod, but he faid,<'«*« 
^ My lord, you have as yet only feen the van- 
guard : the king and his uncles sm behind with 
the m9in army^ and there i» befidea a rear divin 
Aon, which coafifts of more than two thoufand 
lances* You will Xee the whole io four hours, if 
you remain here/ 

Sir Hugh paid not any attention to him, but 
returned to his houfe, faying be had feen every 
thingi and fei^te^ himfelf at table. He had fcarce^ 
ly done fo, than the watch again blew his horui 
and fo loud as if he would burft it. Sir Hugh 
rofe from table, faying he would fee whafc was 
tbei caufe of thisj^ and mounted the battleme&tSt 
At this moment, thekiug of France msirchedby, 
attended by his uncles, the duke Frederick,, the 
duke of Lorraine, the count of Savoy, the dau« 
pbin of Auvergne, the couut de la Marcbe and 
their troops : in this battalion were full fixteea 
thouiand lances. Sir Hugh felt himfetf much dif« 
appointed, and faid to the herald, who was by his 
fide, * I h«>ve been in the wrong to bJame you: 

come. 
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eome, tinme: tet ii» nidt^Rt ouf hc^fos and fsnr# 
ottrfelvM) ibr it will dl^ us^ no^good to remaiD b^m^ 
I no longer know the ftate <^ Frances I have n^ 
l^er feen foeh ntrmber» collided together by th^e- 
fbllPthi» is I now ibe and bar^feen in the van: he* 
fides, the fear (fifYifionk Hill to oonif/ Upodatttns^ 
fk Hugh ClEiltei^ey toft the walls apd f etnrned M 
his hoale. Alf the horfes being" ready faddledttn«| 
loadedf, thej iiMunted, an4 having ordered tbo 
gates to be opened wbichleod to Botirbourg, they 
fet oirWitlHmt ^ny noife, carrying with them all 
ibeirpltta^e^ Had Ibe Freoeh (bQiected tb^ they 
fbould aafliy have ttoppei tbam; but they were ifg^ 
norant of it faF a long time^ fb that they were near* 
ly arrived at Bonrbourg before they heard t4 it. 

Sir Hugh C^Iverley halted in the plain to wal);' 
for his rear and baggage. He was ve^y melan^ 
fholy, and fatd to fir Thomas Trivet and othem^ 
who had come to meet htm ; < By my (kith, gent 
tf emen, we have this time made a moft ibameAil 
expeditions never was«fo pitifol or wretched a one 
made from England. You would have jxmrwiDsi, 
and placed your confidence in this bidiop of Nor- 
wich, who wanted to fly before be had wings : 
now fee the honourable end you have brou^t it 
to. There is Bourbourg ! if you ehoofe it, retire 
thither? but for my part I fcall march to Grave- 
Jines and Calais, becaufe I find we are not of fuff ^ 
^cient ftrength to cope with the king of France.* 

The EngHfh knights, confcious they had been 
to blame in feveral things, replied; ' God help 
11$ I we fliall return to Bourbourg and wait the 

ev^nt. 
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^veiit^ fuch as God may pleafe to prdain/ Sif 
^ugh on this left them j and they threw th^pn. 
felves into Bourbourg. 

The king of Fitmce hear4 that the Englifh had 
marched from Bergues and ^retreated to Bofu-T 
|>ourg, lesLving Bergues quite empty ^ the gates of 
T^bich were opened tq him, when the\king en? 
tered with all who wifhed it. Tlie Jfirft who did 
fo found enough to piUiigej for the Englijh had 
not been able to carry away eyery thing. . Tbe 
wpmen w^re faved and fent to St, On^er^ b^t al? 
moft all the .men were put to d^at^ and the town 
fet on fire. The king nmrched oi) to lodge at; A 
village, on account of the greatnefs of tl^ iirq. 
This happened on ^ Friday; and the lords en? 
camped themfelves feparately in the fields as well 
as they cQuld. It if as fortunate for them that^it 
was dry weather, for, it cquld Qot be a finer fea^ 
fori, had it been cold and rainy, they could nqt 
have foraged. Indeed it was wqndefful whore 
they found forage^for fuch numbers of horfes, a^ 
wefl a$ provifion for fo large an arujy. But on 
the day on which they came before Bourbourg 
great quantities, of fiores arrived, of which. the 
lords of Francp were duly informed. They re** 
&lv^d to furround the town and attack it. ^ The 
Bretons were, front avarice, e^ger to take it, on 
account of th^ gre^ ]>ooty they expepted to .find 
there. 

On the Saturday morning it was plear weather, 
s^nd the army made itfelf ready to march to Bour? 
^ourg. The van-guard^^ the duke c(f Bf ittany, the 
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9sx\ of Flanders, the count de St, Pol, the coi^iii 
^bleof France, with about threethoufaiwi lauoes, 
inarched on the outfide of the wall^> and halted 
pppoiite to the king'^ divifion, which confifted 
pf the finefi paeu at arois that could be feen or 
jimagined, Thpy advanqed to ?i large plain be* 
fore Bourbourg, wheret the different Iprds drew 
lip their men ; and it was for ^ long time th^ir 
intention to ilorm the place. Banners and pen^ 
pons were flying in the wind, and each lord un,^ 
der his own banner* The lords of France m^ide 
^ fpkndid (hew, and had not bpen fparing of 
any exponce in Exhibiting appearances fuitab|a 
%o their rank* The lord de Coucy and his ftate 
were particularly noticed, for he had ledcourfer^i 
richly c^p^rifoned^a^dornanientedwith holdings 
\yith the anci^Qt arms of Coucy mixed with thofe 
he now borCf He hinafejf ws^ mounted on ^ 
beautiful horfe, on which he rode from ^de to 
fide in a moft graceful manper, to the delight of 
^hofe who faw him; all praifed hhq for the agree-^. 
^ble manner with which h^ ^ddrefled e\ery one, 

Th^ other gres^t lords kept up s\, ftate fuitabjei 
to their dignity. More than four hundred knigh!^ 
were this day created. The heralds muttered 
the knights who were before Bourbourg with t^e^ 
king, and they amounted to from feven to ninej 
thoufand. In the ^rmy were upwards of tweur 
iy-five thoufand men at arms apd fquires^ 

The EngliQi were at their pofts in the. town of 
Bourbourg, and^ feeing this immenfe force of the 
king of Frapce before them, expected an affault : 
t;hey we ple^fed at the thpughti but when thpy 

fQun4 
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found themfelves Ihut up in a town which was 
only defended by pstlifadoes, they were not fo 
well fatisfied; however, like men of courage, they 
had pofted themfelves in conipanies round the 
town. The lord Beaumont* (who is an earl iti 
England, and his name Henry) comn^anded one 
hundred men at arms and three hundred archers, 
to guard one part of the town : fir William Elmr 
ham, with as many men, guarded another part. 
Sav John de Chateauneuf, with the Gafcons, had 
another quarter to defend as far as the tower, 
oppofite to the quarters of the conftahle. the 
lord Ferrers, an Englifliman, was with forty men 
at arms and as many archers at another part, fo 
that the whole place was well guarded with men 
at arms and archers. Sir William, Farrendon, 
fir Matthew Redeman, and fir Nicholas Trac? 
fonf, with two hundred men and as many arch^ 
ers, were poffed in the fquare before the church. 
They had appointed a body of men to watch and 
extinguifh any fires that might happen; for the 
Engliih were much afraid of the town being 
liomt, as the houfes were only coyered witt^ 
^atch. 

In this fituation were the Englifti. I muft now 
relate the gallant action which Francis Atremen 
performed this fame Friday in the evening, when 
the king of France^ after having taken Bergues^ 
continued hi? march. 

* Lord Beaumont. FroifTart niiftakes: he was abarOn, voi 
liis name was John : hig Ton's name was Henr jp See Du^dale. 
t O. If not I>rayton, or Trefliam. 
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CHAP. LXII. 

FRANCIS ATRJLMEN SURPRISES OUDENARDK Dl 

TIJE MIGHT-TIME. 

FRANCIS Atrenqieny Pet^r du Bois, Peter Id 
Nuitre ^nd the other captains^ after their 
return to Ghent from the fiege of Ypres, were 
daily and nightly imagining how they could aa^ 
noy their enemies. Francis Atremen found outt 
that the governor Qf Qudenarde^ ^ir Gilhert de 
Xieneghen and the men at armsj^ h;$d left Oude-* 
parde^ by orders from the earl of Flandersj an4 
were with the army of the kipg of Friince before 
' ]3ergue£i^ aiid Bourbourg. }ie alfo learnt that the 
town was careleikly guarded^ and that the ditches 
^n the meadowaon the road to Hatnme were dry, 
lis they h^ emptied them of water to get the fiflit 
fy that the walls of the town niight be approach^ 
ed on foot, and might be entered with laddera,^ 
Such was the intelligence the fpies of Francis 
Atrement h^ brought to Ghent, who, at their 
}eifure, had examined the town; for the gyards 
)ield th^ Ghent n^en veiy cheapi and, as it were^ 
had forgotten^ or were quite indiffereQt concern* 
ing them. 

When Francis Atremen had heard all this fjrom 
hisfpi^, he went and related it to Peter du Boisj^ 
and faid i S Peter, fuch is the situation qf Oude* 
ziarde.: lamrefolved torUk the chance of taking 

it 
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it with fcaling ladders : there never can be fo good 
an opportunity as the prefent, for neither the go» 
vernor nor the men at arms qire in it, but with 
the king of France near St. Omer, and they have 
not the leaft fear or fufpicions of aijy one/ 

Peter du Bois inftautly jaiTented to the propor 
fal> and faid ; ' Francis, if you fucceed in this 
expedition, no man will ever have behaved bet- 
ter, and every one will praife you for fo gallant 
a& action^ ^ I do not know,' replied he, f how 
it may turn out, but my courage does not fail 
me, and my heart tells me thatthis night I ihall 
gain Oudenarde/ 

Francis Atremen then chofe four hundred xnen 
in whom he had the greateft confidence, and, tOt 
wards night-pfall, fot out on his road to Oudenarde. 
It wasinthe month of September, when the nights 
are tolerably long, aivi fuch beautiful weather that 
it was a pleafure to be out in it. About midnight 
they arrived in the meads of Oudenarde, having 
ladders with them. As they were traversing the 
mar{hes, there was a poor woman gathering graft 
for her CO Ws, who, hiding herfelf, heard their con^* 
verfation, and knew from it that they were Ghent 
men going to furprife the town, for she faw them 
carrying ladders. She was at firft much frightenr 
ed, but recovering courage, faid to herfelf, that 
ihe would hailen to the town and inform the 
guard of what {he had heard and feen. She made 
for the town by a fliort path ihe was acquainted 
with, and arrived at* the ditches before the iGrhent 
pien, when (he began to moan and complain^ fo 

that 



4ha4; btie 6f the night-guard going his rdunds 
heard her, and aiked ^ho flie wafe, fhe faid flie 
was a poor woman who had come to tell them 
that a body of Ghent men were clofe at band ; 
and that (he had feen them carrying many lad- 
ders to furprife Oudenarde; but now ihe had 
given this information (lie muft get away, for 
fliould they meet hfer fhe would be a dead woman. 

The poor woman departed> and the watch re- 
mained perfectly ailonilhed. He determined t^ 
- keep quiet where he was, to fee if this Woman 
had told truth. The Ghent men, without horn or 
trumpet, Were filently advancing to begin their 
, ehterprife : they made not any noife except by 
talking. Francis AtremeU fent forwaird four of hid 
Inen, ordering them to reconnoitre without mak- 
ing the leaft noife by coughing 6r otherwife, and 
report to him, fliould they obferve any thing. 

They obeyed their orders, apd Francis Atre* 
men remained hid in the marfties with his men, 
very near this poor woman, who heard and fa\t 
them diftinctly 3 but they did not notice her. The 
four men advancing up to the ditches, neither 
faw nor heard any thing. It was very unlucky; 
for, if they had but feen a lighted candle, they 
would have thought there had been a good ivatcK 
kept. They returned to Francis telling him they 
had not feen anything, nor heard the leaft noifei 

* I believe the watch has gone his rounds,' ikid 

Francis, * and is now retired to bed: come, let ut 

take this upper road which leads to the gates; and 

iTQter the ditches.' The good woman heard thefi^ 

words; 
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Wftnisj fttid what did fliedo? Why, (he inftantly 
tetomcd by the fame way as before, and came to 
the man who was liilening 6n the Walls sind told 
him all flie had heiird, begging of him> for God*s 
£dce, to he on his guard tod go to the Ghent gate 
to fee if hig companions ivere in a proper flate> 
for very shortly the Ghent men wdnld be^t theif 
J>oft. * I ttiuft now return^' faid the woman> * as 
I dare not (lay longer, but I hav^ t<Jd you all I 
have fe^n and heard : pay proper attention to iti 
for I shall not again come to you this night/ 
On faying which, (he departeds 

The man now remained alone, but did not treat 
the information he hadreceived with indiifer ence» 
He w6nt to the gate leading to Ghent, where ha 
found the guard playing at dice. * Gentlemen,* 
faid he j * have you well feftened your g^tes and 
your barriers ? for a woman came to me this 
flight, and gave me notice of her having feen d 
body of Ghent men marching hithen' * Yes,* re* 
plii^ they : * our gates are faft enough : but may 
a fcurvy night befal this w^man, who ha^ thul 
ldanE\ed you at fuch an hour^ There probably 
Were cows and calves that had got untied, and 
thefe (he fancied to have been Ghent misn com«^ 
mg hither: tliey have not any fuch intentions/ 

While this conver(ati0n was pafflngbetween the 
confiable of the watch and the guard at the gate^ 
Francis Atremen and his companions were e^e- 
ttiting their plan: they had got into th^ ditches, 
Which were dry, as they had (ished theM tfaiii 
Irefdt, and had broken down a little of th^ pdi« 
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faciei^ n(^af the vraR, againil which they Itad placed 
thetr ladders and had entered the town. They 
inarched to the market-place without any noife^ 
and contincred fo until they were iill collected^ 
when they met a knight^ called fir Florens de 
Halle^ lieutenant-governor, who was there tm 
guard with ahout thirty men at arms of the town. 
The Ghent men began to shout, * Ghentj Ghent l^ 
luid to attack the guard whom they flew, as we!l 
as fir Florens de Halle. Thus was Oudenard© 
taken. You' may fuppofe that the inhabitants, 
who were fleeping in their beds, were exceed- 
ingly aftonifhed when they heard thefe fhouts 
and faw the town taken by fcalado without haV'^' 
ing any remedy for it. Their houfes were forc- 
ed open, and thpfe within flain; for they were 
fo faddenly furprifed, there was not any help 
Ibir it. Thofe who could efcape did, leaving 
their houfes in a ftate of nakednefs, and leaping 
^irer the wallS) faved themfelves by the ponds and 
iitches of the town* None of the rich t&en 
could carry any part of their wealth with liiem^ 
but were happy if they faved their lives. This 
flight great numbers were killed^ or drowned ift 
^ pondi^; and thus ended this expedition; 

In tive momingi when the Ghent men fav 
^amffeives maAers of the town^ they fent out of 
it all the W(»fien and children in their Ihifts, or * 
in the meap^ft drels they had. In this plight 
tl»fe whio had efcaped got to Mons, Armii 
Goad^, Vatencieimes or Tournay, in the heA 
tlMM)i9r they coU'ML 

wad fpread every wh^re of the<jftpttt«ral 

Oudenarde^ 



Oudenarde* 'the inhabitante of Ghent weref 
greatly rejoiced at it^ and faid that Francis Atre* 
men deferved to be highly prized for his valoun 
Francis Atremen remained governor of Oude- 
narde^ where he gained great riches^ with all 
forts of ftores, which was a fortunate circum^ 
fiance for the ciiplors^ fuch as corn and wines of 
all forts. Every thing fell into their hands* and 
all the wealth which was thfere from France, 
Flanders, and Toiimay ; but whatever belonged 
to Hainault was faved, nor was any part of thai 
taken but what was duly paid for* 
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CHAP. LXIIL 

AYMERIGOT MARCEL, AN ENGLISH CAPTA^t 
ON THE BORDERS OF AUVERGNE, TAlflES BT 
- STRATAGEM THE CASTLE OF MARQUEL.— ^THB 
: COUNTESS DAUPHINE RANSOMS IT FOR FIVB 
. THOUSAND FRANCS: 

TN this feme week an almoft fimilar adventure 
^ happened in Auvergne, where the Englilh 
held feveral caftles bordering on the territories of 
the count dauphin, and on thofe of the biihops of 
St. Flour and of Clermont. The Englifli garrifons 
knew the qountry of Auvergne had been drained 
of naen at arms, for the greater part of them were 
t?ith the king of France in Flanders 5 they, in 
confequence, began to lay plans for furprifing 
f^me of th^ ftrong places of Auvergne* Aymeri* 
.• . ' got 
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got Marcel, governor of Aloife, a handfome caille 
fituated a league diilant from St. Flour^, fet off 
from his caftle at day-break, attended only by 
thirty picked men. He marched filently for the 
lands of the count dauphin, having formed his 
plan to take by fcalado the caftle of Marquel 
(which the count dauphin bears for his arms), 
a?nd rode through woods and a clofe country. 
Aymerigot and his men took up their lodgings 
early in a fmall wood near the caftle, where they 
remained until fun-fet, and the garrifon had re- 
tired int6 the caiftle : while the governor, whofe 
name was Girardon Buiifel, was at his fupper^ 
the Englifh, who knew well wh^t they were to 
do, affixed their ladders and entered the caftle at 
their eafe, 

Thofe paffing through the court faw them 
climbing oyer the walls, and inftantly cried out, 
' Treafon, treafdn!' On Girardon hearing this, 
he had not any hopes of faving himfelf but 
through- a private paflage which led from his 
apartment to the great tower,' and which ferved 
as the dungeon of the caftle. Thither he in- 
ftantly retired, taking with him the keys of the 
gates; and (hut himfelf in, whilft Aymerigot and 
his companions were otherwife employed. When 
they difcdvered that the governor had efcaped 
into the great tower, which they were unable to 
take, they faid they had done nothing, and re- 

»■ " I ■■■■■■■■ ■ ■ ■ . I .1 ■ I , .. .,11 !■ 
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* St Flour,— a city of Auvergne, fituated on a mountain, 
f cnerality of.Riom. 
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pented greatly having thus inclofed theilifelves-, 
for, the gates being faftened, they could not get 
out. Aymerigot having mufed a little, came to 
the tower, and, addreffing the governor, faid ; 
* Girardon, give us the keys of the eaftle-gate, 
and I promife you we will leave it without do- 
ing any mifchief to the caftle/ * Indeed,' re- 
plied Girardon, * but you will carry oflF all my 
cattle: how can I believe you ?* * Give me thy 
liartd/ faid Aymerigot to him, 'and I fwearto 
thee, on niy faith, that thou (halt not fuffer the 
ftnalleii lofs/ Upon this, he like a fool, came 
to> a fmali window in the tower, and offered his 
hand for him to pledge his faith on; but the 
moment Aymerigot got hold of it, he pulled it 
to him, fqueessing it very hard, and called for 
bis daggfer, fwearing he would ftick his hand to 
the wall unlefs he gave up all his keys. 

When Girardon faw himfelf thus caught, lie 
was ftupified, as indeed he had reafon; for Ay- 
merigot would not give up his hand without 
nailing it to the wall, unlef^ he received the keys. 
With his other hand, therefore, he gave the keys, 
for he had them near him. 

' Now fee,' faid Aymerigot to his companions, 
when he had got the keys, * if I have not well 
cheated the fool : I am equal to many fuch feats 
as this.' They opened the tower gate, and, be- 
ing the mailers, put out of the caftle the gover- 
nor and all who were in it, without doing them 
any other harm. 

News was carried to the countefs daxtphine, 

' who 



"who refided at d^lrong caftle in the good town of* 
Zaides, a league diftant, how the Englifh had 
won Marquel. The lady was much furprifed, 
and becaufe her lord, the dauphin was not in 
the country, (he immediately fent to all the 
knights and fquires who were at home, to requeft 
they would affift her in recovering poffeffion of 
her caflle. Knights and fquires, on hearing 
this, inftantly waited on the lady and laid fiege 
to the caftle; but the Englifli were not alarmed 
and held the place for fifteen days. During this 
time the lady entered into a treaty, and Ayme- 
rigot received five thoufand francs in hard mo- 
ney, for which he and his men furrendered it 
aind returned to his garrifon. 

In another part thofe of Caluifel, of which 
Perrot le Brenois was captain, harraffed much the 
countries of Auvergne and Limoufin. The Eng- 
glifli had at that time upwards of fixty ftrdng 
caftles on the borders of Auvergne, Limoufin and 
Quercy, and they could march from fort to fort, 
even unto Bourdeaux. But the caftle which 
harraffed the country the moft, was Ventadour*, 
one of the ftrongeft caftles in the world: the 
captain of it was a Breton, called Geoffry Tete 
noir. This Geoffry was a wicked man> flievved 
mercy to none, and would juft as foon put, to 
death a knight or fquife as a peafant: he held all 



* Ventadour, — A caftle in the diocefe of Limoges, near 
Tulles. 
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men fo cheap, and was fo much feated by hi» 
foldiers that they dared not anger him. 

He maintained in this caftle full four hundred 
men, whom he paid regularly every month; and 
the whqle country was under fuch fubjection and 
awe of him, that none dared to ride over his 
lands. His caftle of Ventadour was more largely 
fupplied with every fort of ftore than that of any 
lord. There were warehoufes of Bruffels and 
Normandy cloths, of furs, merceries and other 
articles, which he fold to his people, deducting 
the prices from their pay. He had ftores of fteel, 
iron, wax, fpices and every neceffary, in as great 
plenty as at Paris. Sometimes he made war on 
the Englifli as well as on the French, in order to 
be the more dreaded : and his caftle of Ventadour 
was always provided for a liege of feven years/ 
We will now return to the affairs of Flanders* 



CHAP. LXIV. 

THE KING OF FRANCE ORDERS BOURBOURG TO 
BE ATTACKED.— IT IS SURRENDERED TO HIM 
BY CAPITULATION, WHEN THE ENGLISH QUIT 
, FLANDERS.— HE THEN DISBANDS HIS ARMY. 

WHEN the king of France came before 
Bourbourg there were never feen fuch 
fine men at arms nor fuch numbers as he had 
with him. The lords and their men were all 
drawn up, and eager for the attack. Thofe who 
had reconnoitred the place faid, it could not 

hold 
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hold out long; but that it would coft dearly in 
men: and feveral wondered why the attack was 
delayed. Some faid, that the duke of Brittany 
and the earl of Flanders, who were on the other 
fide of the town, were treating with the Englifh 
to furrender without waiting for the aflault. On 
this the Bretons, Burgundians, Normans, Ger- 
mans and others, who knew there was much 
wealth in the place, which, if taken by ftorm, 
would probably fall to their ihare, were much 
«xafperated' at the thoughts of a capitulation, 
and began to Ikirmifli with the infantry at the 
barriers, without waiting for orders from the 
conftable or marfiials of the army: indeed, 
they were not forbidden to aflault it. This fkir- 
mish increafed fo much that the French fet fire 
to the town by means of fire-arrows and cannons, 
fo that fuch a flame and fmoke came from the 
houfes of Bourbourg as might have been feen forty 
leagues off: The attack then began with shouts; 
and fir William de Namur who, with his men, 
was- in the front ranks, fought valiantly. Many 
gallant deeds were done, and the aflailants leap- 
ed cheerfully into the mud of the ditches above 
the knees, when they engaged with the English 
at the palifade and barriers. 

The garrifon defended themfelves handfomely : 
indeed they had need of their exertions, for they 
knew not on which fide to turn themfelves. They 
were attacked on all parts: and the houfes of the 
town were blazing with fire, which more con- 
founded the English than anything elfe. .This, 

however. 
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however, did not throw them off their guard, net 
caufe them to quit their poftg. Sir Matthew 
Redman and fir Nicholas Drayton, with their 
men, in the centre of the town, endeavoured to 
check the progrefs #f the fire ; but it wsls fuch a 
dry feafon, that the fmalleft fpark fet the houfes 
in flames. It is certain, that if the attack had 
begun earlier, or had not the night come on foon, 
the town muft have been taken by ftorm, but the 
approach of night put an end to it. Sir William 
de Namur's divifion had thirty-fix killed and 
wounded ; and the army loft, according to the 
report of the heralds, upwards of five hundred. 
On the attack ceafing, the French retired to 
their quarters, to attend the fick and bury the 
dead. They faid, that on the morrow they 
w^ould renew the attack, and it should be irrc- 
fiftible. 

The English, all this Saturday night, were em- 
ployed in repairing the palifadoes which had been 
broken, in putting all things in a good ftate, and 
in extinguishing the fires in the town. They were 
in a moft perilous fituation, being furrounded on 
jail fides, without means of efcaping by flight. 

On the Sunday morning when the king had 
heard mafe, it was proclaimed through the army, 
that whoever should bring a faggot to the king's 
tent should receive a halfpenny, and as many 
faggots fo many halfpence. Thefe faggots were 
intended to be thrown into the ditches, fo that 
they might refolutely pafs over them, and engage 
with the English, on the Monday momkig at the 

palifadoes, 
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palifadoes. Upon this all the lower ranks, and 
the ferrants^ began to make faggots an^l carry 
them to the king's tent, in fo much that a very 
large heap of them was made there. 

Sunday pafTed without any attack. Some fay 
that on .this day, and appearances confirmed it, 
the duke of Brittany, who was on the oppofite 
fide of the town to the king, entered into nego- 
tiations with the Englifh, aware of the peril they 
were in. He advifed them to furrender the town, 
on their lives and fortunes being fpared. This 
they were very willing to do, and they entreated 
the duke, through love of God, and in honour 
of his gentility, to undertake the bufinefs. 

The duke fent information of what he had 
done to the king, his uncles, the conflable of 
France, the count de St, Pol and to the council. 
Having confidered how advifable it was to gain 
all the firong places in Flanders, in whatever 
nutduer they were offered to be furrendered, and 
that tQ win Bourbourg they muft renew the at- 
tack, which would coft them, probably, numbers 
of lives; befides, they fhould at laft only conquer 
a handful of men, who would defend themfelves 
until they drop|>e|d j the king of France and his 
i^ncle^ replied, that, in God's name, they would 
wiUin^ly agree to a treaty, if the duke of Brit- 
ts^ny and the eonftable of France would under- 
takie it. In this, manner Sunday paft, without 
any thing being done. 1 heard that, in t)ie 
^vening^ oiji a promife of fafety, John de Cha- 
tj3^neiaf> a Gafcpn, and Remonnetde St. Marc, 

came 
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tame to the tent of the lord Guy de la Tremati- 
ille to play and amufe themfelyes, where they 
ftaid all night. On the Monday-morning they 
returned to Bourbourg; and at their departure 
the lord Guy faid to them, * John and Remon- 
net, ye fhall both be my prifoners this even- 
ing.' They Ireplied, they would prefer being 
his, than belonging to any other knight. 

Intelligence arrived this Sunday of the capture 
of Oudenarde, which much vexed fir Gilbert de 
Lieneghien the governor, as it had been loft 
through his abfence; but he was exeulpated 
from all blame by his lord the earl of Flanders, 
who had fent for him. The count de Blois 
commanded the king's guard this Sunday, and 
every one thought, the attack would* be renewed 
on Monday : but in the morning it was pro- 
claimed through the army, that the king forbade 
any attack until further orders. This procla- 
mation made every one quiet; and feveral lords 
guelTed that the Engliih would efcape by means 
of a treaty, as the attack was forbidden. 

After dinner, thofe who vtrere to negotiate 
came out of the town, fuch as fir William Elm- 
ham, fir Thomas Trivet, fir Nicholas. Drayton, 
fir Matthew Redman and others, to the number 
of fourteen knights and fquires, whom the dufce 
of Brittany, the conflable of France and the 
count de St. Pol, conducted to the tent of the 
king. 

The king was much pleafed thereat, as he 
had fcarcely feen any Englifh except fir Peter 

Courtenay, 
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Courtenay, who had come to Paris to fight with 
the lord Gny de la Tremouille, but the king and 
his council had made up the quarrel. Now, as 
the £ngli(h had been much renowned for gal- 
lantry and deeds of arms, the young king of 
France wifhed to fee them : and their treaty was 
much the better for it. 

On the Monday this negotiation was carried 
on in the king's tent, and in his prefence. There 
were alfo prefent the dukes of Berry, Burgundy, 
Bourbon, Brittany, the earl of Flanders and the 
cpnflable of France, and no more. The duke of 
Brittany was very active in this bufiness : and it 
was fettled, that the Englifh fhould depart from 
Bourbourg and Gravelines, and carry away with 
them as much of their wealth as they could. 

Several of the Bretons, French, Normans and 
Burgundians were much vexed at this treaty, for 
they thought of partaking of the fpoils i biit the 
king and his council had ordered it otherwife^ 

After the treaty had been figped, the Englifh 
took leave of the king of France, his uncles, the 
duke of Brittany and the confiable, and went 
with the count de St. Pol, wha carried them to 
fupper at his houfe, where he entertained them 
as handfomely as he could in fuch a fituatidn. 
After fupper he had them conducted to the 
gates of Bourbourg, for which they tefiified to 
him their thanks. 

The whole of Tuefday they employed in fhoe- 

ing their horfes, and in packing up all their 

•wealth, of which they had much, and in making 
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preparations for "their departure. On the Wed- 
nefday morning they loaded their baggage- 
Jiorfes and began their march^ paffing through 
the army with paffports from the king. The Bre- 
ton^ were much exafperated when they faw them 
fo loaded; and they treated very indifferently a few 
who tarried behind. Thus the Engliih marched 
to Gravelihes, wh^e they halted. On the Thurf- 
day morning, when they left it, they fet fire to 
the place, burnt it to the ground, and arrived at 
Calais with all their pillage. They flopped 
there to refrefh themfelves, and to wait for a 
favourable wind to return to England. 

The king of France, and all the lords of hifl 
army with their attendants, entered Bourbourg 
on the Thurfday morning, when the Bretons 
began to plunder^t, without excepting even the 
cKurch of St. John : in which churchy a pillager 
having mounted on an altar, with th^ intent of 
forcing out a precious ftone that was in the crown 
of an image made to r eprefent the perfon of our 
Lady, the image turned about, aad the pillag^er 
in his fright fell from the altar ajod was intotly 
firuck dead. This is a certain truth, for noiany 
perfons were witneffes of it. Shortly aft^rwacds, 
another pillager came with a fimilar intent of 
robbing the image ; but all the bell^ bfsgsm a 
peal without any one touching them, &r no .ope 
could have rung them, the bell-ropes beingdrawn 
up and faftened. ' 

On account of tljefe miracles, the chiux^h n^ 
^ifited by crowds. The king madis a haaadf^Hne 

prefent 
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prefent to it, as did all the lords, fo that the 
amount of their gifts was upwards of three thou- 
fand francs. 

On Tuefday,the army began to decamp, and 
the king and conftable»gave permiffion to feveral 
of the men at arms to return home. The king 
thanked thofe who had come from diftant parts, 
and in a particular manner tlie duke of Bavaria 
and the count of Savoy, who had come from fuch 
a diflance to ferve him. Each lord now return- 
ed home, and the king went to France ; but the 
duke of Burgundy ftaid a (hort time with his fa- 
ther-in-law the earl of Flanders, to regulate tjtis 
affairs, and refided at St. Omer. 

The lord de Coucy, with many knights and 
fquires from Ponthieu, Vimeu and Picardy en- 
tei'ed Gravelines when the Englifh had left it, 
repaired and greatly ftrengthened it, a;nd ma<^e 
it a garrifon as a frontier to Calais. 

The countries of Fumes, Dunkirk, Dixmude 
and Nieuport were by degrees re-peopled. They 
had loft every thing by this war, but th^y no^ 
|>egan fomje.yi?h{U; to recover themfelves. 

I' :.- 
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CHAP. LXV. 

THE BISHOP OF NORWICH AND THOSE WHO AC- 
COMPANIED HIM IN HIS EXPEDITION ARE BAD- 
LY RECEIVED ON THEIR RETURN TO ENGUND. 
— CERTAIN GREAT PERSONAGES ARE DEPUTED 
TO NEGOTIATE A PEACE OR TRUCE BETWEEN 
THE KINGS OF FRANCE AND ENGLAND.— THE 
DUKE OF BAVARIA DIES. 

YOU inuft know that the duke of Lancafter 
was not very forry this expedition of the 
bifliop of Norwich had failed, for by it his in- 
tended voyage to Spain and Portugal had been 
fruftrated. When thefe knights returned to 
England, they were attacked by the common 
people, who told them they had behaved very 
badly in their expedition, fof , from the profpe- 
rity they had been bleifed with at the beginning, 
they ought to have, conquered all Flanders. 

Sir Thomas Trivet and fir William Elmham 
were more blamed than the reft*; but fir Hugh 
Calverley was not any way found fault with, 
^ either by the king's council or the populace, for 

f - they well knew, that if they had paid attention 
to what he had advifed, the event would have 
^een more to their honour. 

They laid to their charge, that they had fold 
Bourbourg and Gravelines to the king of France, 
which exafperated the people to a great degree, 

and 
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and they were at one time in danger' of their 
lives. The king ordered thefc two knights to be 
confined in the tower of Loildon, and during the 
time of their imprifonment the country was 
quieted: on their liberation, they threw them- 
felves on the king's mercy*. 

At this time, negotiations were fet on foot to 
conclude a trace between England and France, 
in whi,ch the Ghent men were to be included, 
to the great difpleafuife of the earl of Flanders; 
but he could not help it. When the army de- 
camped from Bourbourg, the duke of Brittany 
remained with his coufin the earl of Flanders at 
St. Omer, and was defirous that a long peace or 
truce flionld be eftabliftied between his lawful 
lord, the king of France, and the king of Eng- 
land. In order to make a beginning to fuch 
bufinefs, he had mentioned the fubject to fome 
oftheEnglifh knigbts, on the Monday, when 
they were in the king's tent before Bourbourg ; 
which knights had promifed, on their arrival in 



' * Writs were ifTued to the (heriffs of London, Somerfet« 
Dorfet, Efkx, Norfolk and Suffolk, to levy on the goods of 
fir W. Elmham, for 3080 golden francs,— fir W. de Farndon, 
1400 ditto,— fir Thomas Trivet, 1400 ditto,— fir Henry de 
Ferrers, 6080 ditto,— Robert Fitzrauf, 300 ditto. 

They were alfo to be taken into ouftody ; but no mention 
U made of the tbwer of London. . « [_ 

Robert de Foulmer, derk, treafurer to the biftiop of Nor- 
wich, was alfo imprifoned, and 5000 golden francs levied on 
his goods. 

Dated 6th March, — ^pardoned 14th May.- — -RyMer; ann. 
1384, ann; 7. Rid. II. . . ' * ' > 
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England, to propofe it .to the king, his iincle!^ 
and his council. However, to IheW that this 
matter was quite agreeable to him, and that he 
was anxious about it, he fent two of his kniffhis 
to England under good paflports. 

Thefe knights, thelord dela Houffaye and the 
lord de Mailly, managed matters fo well that the 
duke of Lancafter, the earl of Buckingham, the 
biihop of Herrford, the lord John Holland, bro- 
ther to the king, the lord Thomas Percy and 
others of the king's council were ordered to 
Calais, having full pov/ers from the king of Eng- 
land to conclude a peace or truce, according to 
their pleafure. 

On the other hand, there came to Boulogne 
the duke of Berry, the duke of Burgundy, the 
bifhop of Laon and the chancellor of France, 
having alfo full powers from the kmg oTFrance 
and his council to conclude either a peace or 
truce. 

When affembled at Calais and Boulogne, they 
were cWayed a fliort time by the non-arrival of 
the dfeputifes from Spain ; for the French would 
not enter into any treaty that did not at the 
fame time include the Spaniards. At laft, a 
bifhop, k dean and two knights arrived on the 
part of the king, of Spain. 

As they were not empowered on eithcfr fide to 
grant pa^ports, that the negotiatoi's froni France 
might come to Calais^ or the Englifli go to Bou- 
logne^ it was fettled between them, that thecon*- 
fer«nce Ihould be transferred to a village that had 

a churck 



S35 

a church, half way between thefe two towns,^ 
above Buiffem*, called Bolingesf . Thither all 
the parties went, and the lords, with their coun- 
cil, were together for many days. The duke 
of Brittany and the earl of Flanders were pre^ 
fent, and the great tent of Bruges was pitched, 
wherein the earl entertained at' dinner the duke 
of Lahcafter, the earl of Buckingham and the 
other Englifli lords. Eaph negotiator kept up 
a grand ftate ; but, notwithftanding there were 
many conferences holden, yet they could not 
agree upon a peace, for the French wanted the 
Englifh to give up Calais, Guines, and all the 
fbrtrefses which they pofsefsed in ^Normandy, 
Brittany, Poitou, Saintonge and la Rochelle, as 
far as the river Garonne. 

But the Englifli would not any way liften to 
fuch a propofal; nor would they ever confentto 
give back fuch places as Calais, Guines, Cher- 
bourg or Breft. Thefe conferences lafted three 
weeks, in which they or their councils difcufled 
thefe matters daily. 

At this period, the gallant duke Winceflaus of 
Bohemia departed this life,^ in the town of Lux- 
embourg : he was in his time magnificent, blythe^ 
prudent, amorous and polite ; and, when he died, 
it was-faid that the prince of the higheft birth, of 
the moft noble blood, and mofl numeroufly and 
honouriably connected was gone. God have mercy 

^ Probably what is now Haut Buiflbn. 

t Q. If not JBolUhgbem, now a village near Boulc^e; 
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pn his foul ! He lies buried in the abbey of Van- 
cler, near Luxembourg. The lady Jane, his 
duchefs, remained a widow; and never had any 
inclination to marry again. All who loved the 
duke were exceedingly concerned at his death. 



CHAP LXVI. 

DURING THESE CONFERENCES THE GHENT MEN 
INSULT fOURNAY.— A TRUCE IS CONCLUDED 
BETWEEN THE KINGS OF FRANCE AND ENG- 
LAND AND THEIR ALLIES. 

WE will now return to the conferences which 
were holding between the lords of France 
and England^ half way between Calais and 
Boulogne, at the before-mentioned village. Nei- 
ther fide feemed -willing to accommodate the 
other. Some faid it was owing folely to the carl 
of Flanders, at the inftigation of the town of 
Bruges, who would not confent that the Ghent 
men ih6uld be included in the treaty. This the 
Engliih refented, and of courfe the treaty was 
{topped ; for they had fornied fo ftrong a con- 
nection with Ghent, that they would not con- 
clude a peace unlefs that place were includecl< 
They had fworn to obferve this during thfe tinnic 
they were together at Calais, and this compact 
frequently interrupted the negotiations. • 

Since there feemed no probability of a foM 

peace l>eing made, they propofed a truce, and on 
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• this ground the conferences were continued. 
The "earl of Flanders would willingly have had 
^Ghent excluded, and remain in a ftate of war. 
but the Englifli abfolutely refufed to confent, 
fo that a truce was made to comprehend Ghent, 
and every thing was to remain in its prefent 
iituation, without any furrender of forts : Ou- 
deiiarde and Gravelines therefore belonged to 
Ghent, 

Notwithftanding the conferences, the Ghent 
men in garrifon at Oudenarde marched to Tour- 
nay, burnt the fuborbs, . and returned back iq 
fafety with their pillage. About Chriftmas the , 
Ghent men went and received the rents of the 
lord d^Eftoiimay in his own town, which made 
him very melancholy \ and he fwore to God, 
that if he would be pleafed to affift him, what* 
ever treaty or agreement ihould be made be- 
tween the country of Flanders and. thefe men, 
he would never pay any attention to it, but 
would continue the war againfl them to the ut- 
moft of his power, for they had robbed him of 
his inheritance. He was ignorant how he 
fliould live, if his friettds in Brabant did not aflift 
him, fo completely had they plundered him, 

"With fome difficulty, the lords who had held 
fo many conferences at Bolinges concluded a 
truce between the kings of France arid England' 
and ^heir allies. On the part of France wa« 
incliided all SpsCin, as well as Sc6tland. The 
king of France bound himfelf to fetid riotice of 
thfe trtite to the king and baroris of Scotland as 
^^e^ily aij pofiiUe ; and the bearers df this in- 
^VoL. VI. Z formation 
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/ormation were to have paffports^ for their, fafetjr, 
in going to and returning from Scotland tl^rough 
England: 

On the part of the English were isicluded all 
their allies and adherents, wherefoever they 
might be. Ghent was exprefsly mentioned in 
all their deeds, to the great difpleafure of the 

ear] of Flanders. This truce was to laft until 

' • ■ t • . ■ 

the Michaelmas of the year 1384 : and th^e 
commiflioners were to fee.that the articles were 
duly obferved, having full powers to enforce 
them^ Public acts^ were made of each differeijt 
article for the better obfervance of them; and 
the lords prefent fwore they fliould all be loy- 
ally kept, and in. no way infringed. 



o 



CHAP. LXVII. 

THE EAtiL OF FLANDERS DIES.-^THE CEREMONY 

OP HIS FUNERAL. 

^N the conference breaking up> the French 

lords returned to France, and the Englifii 

lords to Calais. The duk^ of Brittany went 

back to his duchy, and the earl of Flandep? to 

St. Omer. Shortly after;, he was tajken fo ill 

that he died* It was ordered that he fliQuld te 

buried m the church of St^ Peter ^in . I^ll^* 

. The earl departed this life on the SOthj^ajjr of 

. January, in the year 1383, and hi?, bp^JT; If/^ 

carried, to Lo^, an abbey near to .iMkt^ T^ 

body of the cou|[itefs his lady, who J^ ^f^ 

, five yeac$ before in the ..coui^t^ p£B*tjW>.^^ 
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Mfo-'orought thithe^, and fnJm thence td Lillet 
Whdre they Were inferred together in the church 
of- St. Peter; 

• • • ' ■ ' 

1 will now relate the arrangement of this ce*- 
remony, and the manner in which it Was conJ 
ducted, and defcribe the order of proceflion at 
the ftitiieral of the earl and countefs of Flanders^ 
whofe bodies had been carried to Los, an abbey 
near LMe. When tbey were about to entei? 
Lille, a 'gredt number of lords from' France^ 
Flartd^rs, Hatnault and Brabant, who hadar-^ 
Tiv;ed there the eve of the funeral, were to meet 
the body at' the gate of the invalids, and td 
icarry iit' tHrough the town to the church of 
St. PelJSr. They were to be armed as for war^ 
ag> well a« their fquires who fupported them. 
- Sir John Haluin was neareft the body, fupji 
ported by Enguerrand de Volemie, and Rogei^ 
^e4']Bfpierre :- then the lord de la Marque, f up - 
port^dJby J<$hn de TEfpierpe, and the lord SauA 
ilfeedell&retin; the lord de Mauvis^ fupported 
i>3^ Goidfttey <ie Noille, ^nd" Henry de la Vac^ 
iqtiei>ife.9ff The names of- thofe appointed to the 
<5on wy: i loefei Jir Peter v d^ Bailleuf , near the 
.bbdj^,^filpportgd by ^Gbyoft de Lompr^, and 
iiohiiiiKXui'sJloTd^of Lamberticourt: fir Sohier 
de Gand advanced • before fir Peter de Bailleuf^ 
^ut>portedoby Hiagart de Quinghen, and by 
xM&ihaeltiedia'QuUrrie : fir Jolin du Moulin ad* 
'^iraqcadd'ibeCiM'eiir Sohier deOaud^ fupported by 
dtilifabiie (4v)nghen ^nd Haubequin ter maref- 
•ch'&b oiNeiitr: followed i;h€ banners of the bier; 
fb&gata Fifai^cis deJHa&rqiierque and fir Gouf* 
i..« Z2 fain, 



fain, I^ Sauvage in front; sir Lancelot de b 
Perfonne before sir Goni&in, and sir John 4e 
la Helle before sir Lancelot de la P€d!^ne» 
Thofe who bore the banners of the bier ^nd 
convoy came next, sir Matthew de ^unier^t 
and before him sir John de Helles; lord des 
Ayeaux and sir Cierchelart de la Barre be- 
fprie tl^e above named lord d^ AveaiBC; aad 
sir John de Pai;is before Cierchelart. The 
names of thofe barons who aflifted to cany the 
Cprpfe of the earl from the gate of the invalids, 
in prQceflion through the town of Lille, to the 
church of St. Peter : firft, sir John d^ Vienne, 
admiral of Franpe, on the jright, and the lordde 
Guifielles on the left; sir Valeran de Raveo^ 
^n the right, the caftellan de Dilquenien on 
the left; the lord d'Eftournay on the :rigbt>.«nd 
sir Anfol de Salins on the I^. 

\ 

Thqfe b^roiis who aiUfted in b^ariiig tb^ 
corpfe of the eountefs of f landers from the 
gate of ^t. Ladre to the church of 8t- Peter 
were, the lord de SliJly on the rigt^ a»d the 
lord de Ch&tillon on the kft side <^ the body} 
sir Guy de Pontalliers, , marihal oi Bur^^yr 
on thie right, sir Guy de'Guifteltes oatbe 1^; 
then, sir Henry du Cding on the 7ig^> and the 
eailellan of Fames oo. the lelft. « ^ 

I Aall now mention the regulatiolis an the 
day of the obiequies^ which were performed io 
the church of St. Peter, the. names. of ih<i&jp»^ 
fent as >YeU as of the fquires iidip iii{4)oH;ed the 
(hields during the whole ina&5 until the dffM^ 

tory: firfl, the 5iuke of rJButguwJy *y Wn^ 

god 
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and the iirftdiield was borne before Jiim, which 
fliieltt was^ fapported by the lord de Ravenal, by 
the lord de la Gouneufe, by Labeqiiih, de la 
Coutre, and by John de Pontalliers brother to 
the marfhal of Burgundy, 

The fecond (hield was borne before my lord 
John of Artois, count d*Eu, and the lord Philip 
de Bar, by Valeran de la Sale and Lefclaus 
d'Annequin* Next followed the count de la 
Marche and the lord Philip d' Artois ; the fhield 
was borne by Gillon de Labert and Robin de 
Florigny, Then came fir Robert de Namur, 
and with him his nephew sir William de Namur : 
the shield* was borne by Chaux Bernard and 
Girard de Sternaille, 

The shields of the convoy: the lord d'Ang- 
hlen, and with him sir John de Namur; the 
shield carried by Aillart de Ponthees and JHenry 
de Moucy. Next followed sir Efne de ChaitiU 
Ion, and the lord de Fere 3 the shield fupported 
by John de Heluin and Edward de Caftron; 
then the lord d'Ancoing and the lord de Guif- 
telles: the shield-bearers were Triftan de Lan- 
dres and John du Beart ; then the lord de Mo- 
riennes and the lord de Silly : the shield borne 
by Frefingue and by Damas de Bucy. 

Then came thofe who were to make offerings 
of the war-horfes of the earl : first my lord de 
Chitillon and, sir Simon de Lalain, bailiff of 
Hainault. Thefe lords were on foot, and the 
hotfe was armed and caparifoned 5 with the fe- 
cond Tiorfe were sir Valeran de Ravenal and the 
caftellan de Pixmude ; with the third, sir Hugh 

do 
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de. Mdua and the lord d'Aucy : the lord de 
Burael and the lord de Brumeu were with the 
fourth horfe. 

Then came thofe who were to oflfer the fteeds 
of the convoy : firft, sir Henry d'Ancoing and 
fir Gerard de Gui^telles ; with the fecond, the 
lord de Montigny and the lord de Rafenghien 5 
the lord de |a H^uradp and the castellan de 
Fumes were with the third ; and the fourth had 
the lord de Saugmelles Jind sir Rowland de Is^ 
Clicque. 

Next caine thofe who were to offer the earl's 
fwords of war ; my lord admiral of France bore 
the first, the lord de Rary the fecond, the mar- 
shal of Burgundy the third, the lord de Saint 
Py the fourth. The names of thofe who offered 
the fwords of the convoy : fir William de Pon- 
thieu bore the firfl;, fir William de la'Trimouille 
the fecond, the cafl;ellan of Ypres the third, and 
fir Guy de Hancourt the fourth. 

Then came thofe who offered the war-helmeto 
of the earl 5 the lord de Mailly bore the M; 
the fecond was borne by fir William de Homes 
and fir Anfel de Salins: ,fir Jojin Doppem and 
the caftelian of St. Ojner had the third j and 
iir Guy de Guiftelles and le Galois d'Aunoy the 
fourth. 

The helmets of the convoy were borne and 
offered as follows : the firil by fir Joffe de Hal- 
lain knd fir Oliver de Guffy \ the fecond by the 
lord d' Yfebobecque and the lord de Lalain \ * 



» The third is not mentioned in any of my editions. 



345 



tHe fourth by' fir-Triftan Su Bois and fir John dc 
Jumcmt. * . 

• 'Then came thofe whb' offered the banners of * 
ivar: the lord de Liftrenaiile offered the fir ft, 
Ik Leoncel d'Airainnies the (econd, fir Gil^s de . 
la Gounenfe the third, andi fir John de Lnifo- 
lom the fourth. The banners of the convoy 
-were next offered: the firft by fir Orengois de 
Bely, the third* by fir John de Difqueniue and 
the fourth by fir Vilaines de la Cheque. 

' Thofe who, after the obfequies were ended, 
Iflud the body of the earl of Flanders in the 
earth were, fir John de Vienne admiral of 
Franco, the lord de Guiflelle, fir Valeran de • 
Ravenal, the cafldian de Dixmude, the lord de 
Ray and «fir Anfel de Salins. 

: Thofe who interred the body of the countefs, ^ 
confort to the earl, were, fir Guy de la Tri- 
mouiUe, the lord de Ch^tiUon, the ffenfefchal of 
B;irgundy, the lord Gerard de Guiiftelles, fir 
Henry d'Antding and the caflellan of Furnes. 

• It fhoukl be obferved, that all who officially 
had entered the church of St. Peter at Lille, 
with the corpfe in the evening, remained there 
until the mafs of the morrow, as well thofe 
knights who were armed as thofe who bore the 
faaiin)er& and the fquir^s who led the horfes. 

There were about four hundred men, clothed 
in blacky appointed t(> carry the body of the 
earl and cojumtefs of Flanders, through Lille, to 
the church: of 'St. Peter, and each of them bore 
a torch in his hand. Thefe four hundred men 

I — IH H III.MI^y^^iaif^M H III. ■ I f III I B ] I I I ■■ ■ I ^Bapillll M,i y, .1.1 I Hit 
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hdd their torched on the morrqviF m the chuioh 1 
during mafs, and they were all of them officers ^ 
in the principal towns or of the earl's boufehold. 
. The archbiihop of Rheims celebratecik the m^i 
aflifted by the biihops of Paris» Tournay, Cam* 
bray and Arras, and likewife by five abbots* 
There were in the churchy during the obfequies, 
feven hundred candles or thereabouts, c^d each 
candle weighed one pound. On the catafalque . 
were five banners: in the centre^ the banner of. 
Flanders; on the right, that of Artois ; on the 
left, lower down, that of Boulogne; the fourth 
of Nevers, and the fifth of RetheL The cata- 
falque was emblazoned on the right fide with 
the fcutcheons of Flanders, and on the 1^ with 
thofe of Flanders and Brabant. Down the. 
church were twelve hundred and twenty-six 
candles, similar to thpfe around the bodies. 

There was not any lady or damfbl prefent on 
jthe piart of the duke or duchefs of Burgimdy 
except the lady of the governor of jille. 

A pt^^gnificent dinner, was provided^ and evary • 
knight a^d fquire were gratuitoufly entertained 
the day and night of the obfequies ; and all 
the black cloth they had worn waa gxvea to. 
Ihem. 

After this jcerea^ony, they all returi^edta.tii^' 
homes. 

li'h^ duke of Bmrgundy placed in the gani&ns< 

and towns in Flanders, knights aad fi]itirBS» nofr" 

withfianding the truce which had beenmadebe^ 

tween France and England, and between tbeir 

allies, fop every one was on Im gmf^. 'The 

duke ©f Burgundy then returned to France, but 

the 
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the l!ady-4(iche6 remained a considerable time 
in Artois. 



CHAP. LXVIII. 

THE EARLS OF NORTHUMBERLAND AND NOT- 
TINGHAM RAISE A BODY OF ENGLISH TO MAKE 
AN EXCURSION INTO SCOTLAND. — ^AMBASSA- 
DORS ARE SENT FROM FRANCE TO SCOTLAND, 
TO NOTIFY THE TRUCES WHICH HAD BEEN 
MADE BETWEEN FRANCE AND ENGLAND. 

■YT^OU have before heard how the lords of 
^ France who hadattended the conferencesin 
Bolinge had engaged on their departune to no- 
tify the truces that had been made betweea 
tb^ and th^ £ngli(h» to the Scots and to the 
king of Scotland, fo that any mifunderfianding: 
iboiild be prevented between the two countries. 
The council of France, however, to fay the 
truth, did not ufe all the: diligence they fiiould 
have done; for they were to have fent inDxaU; 
information: of this truce, which they didi no^ 
do^ I know not how this happened, except it 
wrae OMring to the duke^f Burgundy beings fb^ 
mucb engaged by the death of his: fath6r4n4aw» 
the earl of Flanders, and taken up w^h tbt bu^ 
shieis of his obfequies, as you have heaif^ re- 
]ated« He likewife did not imagine> the> En^i^ 
would have acted as th^. did^ fdry lboii> after* 
Eafter> the eadft of Nor«ltumberkmd> and Net^^ 
tinghaai, and the bamms of Northmdbefi^ttiil, 
ooUect^^ a body- of about tWK> tboiii&d^anceflf 

and 
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and .:svi thousand -^r^hers, \(ritf) ■ Whidi ' tiaev* 
marched by Berwick and Roxbttrgh, and ^n- ^ 
tered Scotland. 

They burnt all the lands of the earl of Dou- 
glas and of the lord Lindfay, ar^ii left nothing 
unmolelied as far as Edinburorh: The barons 
or Scotland were not apprifed of this invafion, 
afnd took the affair much to heart, faying they 
would revenge it to the utmoft of their power. 
They added, that the Englifli ought to have 
been at peace with them according to what had 
been reported of the truce; but they knew not 
ihis^or certain, as in fact 'it had not^dit thattiiiie 
been notified to tliem; and they well knew that 
they had not enter^nl into any treaty: with the 
Englifli. The war was thu6 begun; and they* 
had fuffered in the firft inftauce from it, which 
greatly difpleaf^ them. 

.-'ihteltigence foon fpreads abroad. It was^c 
losJOwn in HaQdersr, particularly at Slnys, frohi 
Ibme merchants who had failed from Scotland » 
that the EngHfh had invaded that country, and 
.tbat kii!ig Robert and his barons w^^ eoUecting 
anumerou^ force to engage thb Englifhi It was . 
alfo kimwn in France that llie ^ EpgEifh^ farad, 
tnkeui the fields and they faid antiong themlfilves 
that aba^^tle muft.be tiie.coi;ifequeiice. ^ • r 

- The duke^ of Berry and Burgundy, and the • 
lying's council,; hearing this newsi.faid it was! 
Spoli^ly '4one nQt to Iwive notified :tbettabe tor 
S^Qtla^cji^ ; aoeolrditig ,to their promife*:: It was 
then ordereid by the king, hi» utfaks ,«»i hist 

dent 
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4ent HnigiitijOiojuld gp %q Scotland, properly aiM 
thorifed, and with him fir Peter de Flamel ; and . 
a ferjeant at arms of the king, who was of the 
Scots nation, ^nd . called Janequin Champenois, 
was likewife ordered to attend th^m» hecaufe he 
was acquainted with the country and under<« 
Aood the language. .,;i . 

While thefe ambafTadors w^re making their > 
preparations^ and the Engliih overrunning Sept- , 
land, the news of which was fpqken of every; 
where, feveral men at arms from France who 
l^ad fixed their refid^nce at Sluys^ not knowing> 
where to ojBFer their fervices, as a truce was now 
eflabUihed between Flanders and England^ re-; 
folved to go to Scotland. They heard the n€ws; 
of this war between Scotland and England^ an4. 
jt Was confidently faid at Sluys, that an engage- j 
ment mud very foon take place. Thefe men at 
^fmSf fuch as fir Geoffry de Charay^ fir JohU; 
de Plailfy, fir^ Hug^ de Boulon, fir Sainge de 
Villiers, fir Garnier de Libourne, fir Gamier 
de Gufiangin^ fir Odin de Motin^ fir Robert d/&v 
Campignen, James de Montfort, John de^ 
Heluiq, John de Melle^, Michael de la Barre, 
"^illiam Go|>art, heard this infpm^ation with^ 
pleafure: theym^ght amount to about thirty 
men at arm $9 .knights and fqitires. 

In order to ^advance their renpwn, they had: 
determined among themfelves, fince they knew 
not where to o^r their arms> to hire a veflfel 
and feek for adventures With the Scots. Thi& 
refolution they followed, and having embarked > 
aJI their arms and bjaggage, they thmfclves 
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went on board and fee fslil fpoM Sluys as fbon 
as the wind became fan^onrabl^; 

They left their horfes behind, on accoubt of 
the dangers of the fea and the length of the 
voyage : befides, the mariners who coiiducted' 
them knew they cbuM m^t lartd at Edinburgli', 
Dunbar, nor any of the adjoining ports> on ac- 
dount of the EngKflr flfeet, with the purveyan- 
ces which followed thd armfy , being mafi^rs of 
all* the havens. 

Abeuf^ this time the atnbliilkddrs from^ France 
arrived' in En^glahd, and waited' i^ii-Mie kiuganct 
Hfe- uncles j ^hb-^ entertdHie<$ them handfomely. 
Iliey diffenbled-a lit^e thle^ fiUft day, beeaufe 
they toiew a vl;»ar was' carrying on in Scotland : 
buty oil hearing flieir people^ had' finiflied the^ 
bufihefi^ they haftened' the meffengers ^nt 
Fftmce, ffr Hemart de Maflll and the otfoers"^^ 
andj for their gr^atfei^fecurity, ord«ed fomeof 
tfeA kihgV BeraKfeto attfendf^em through Eng«- 
land, and'to iiavealF towns^ond^ ekftles opened 
to receive metn. 'this benig airanged, they 
fet* out on thefir* embafly. 

The Vv^dh khfghtt^ wH<i tritd^ fatted' from. 
!Suys, by coaftihg* thfe (fihres^ < off nbiland* and 
Bnglandi and^ csttief&flj^ dV6i<Bn^ tlie-Snglifh 
fleets, arrived faft^atf afttialPlfea-port' in Scot*- 
Iknd calfedMbnltttes**. The Steott wRo^H^edin 
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fAkal IHiiftra3ti^8fttf^'S<i^tlift WAor^ tvtuflateftitMelrofe;. 
bii^Itbi^rit biyA be; a Baiftake» a^ Froidart calbiW '* y^ 
petit rp^pt.' From what follows^ .it - muft be feme fmall port 
near to ihindee ; apd I (hould fuppofe it to mean Montroie/ 

the 
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the town« hfAriidg that the ; pafleagers were 
Freocbmen come thither to feek for deeds of 
wnah fli^w^ them great: kindiieis> and fup- 
plied them witi^ every neodTary to the utmoft 
of their poifer. When thefe knights and 
fquires had i^reflied: themfelve^ for two days, 
a^ had gam^ . fiifiicient iditdligeaace, they f<^ 
0ut» moUnt^ on hackney smd rodd to Dufadee, 
fiH>mtvhence» oontinniogAheir journey as well 
^$ they cottld, [they came to .Perth, a han^me 
jtoiiWD. The rlvef Tay Tiins by it: these is: a 
good fea-portj from whence oneonay fail to imy 
^. part of the woiM. On ;their .avtival at Perth. 
£ they learnt that the EogliA had retired, and 
Abat tibe king aiid ' ail tibe aohility of .Sc<%lilaBd 
>frere aflembled in patlilunent .at £dinl»u^. 
XIpon thi$)thi^ refolved to tmd ik. Gamier^ 
CaiffudgiQi jatid iMicbael de la Barre, to Edio- 
burgh, to have a conference with the king and 
the pobleli. to Ifinow it they could be. employed^ 
f^nd to teAi^ tbeif good.wiU^^ leail> incomiiig 
fi^tm Haiid«»t$:rto .Scotland c fir riGeoffipy de 
dharny^aiMt t^ n^ were to rtaiis^n lat Berthing 
iXl they heard bow theyniadibeen/received^ 
t A^: ^y .ihad-r^folved^ fo wak it lexecuted : . the 
atnbi^adors fS^t.out irom Perth «iid came to 
Edinburgh^ where the king was. The* ieai 1 of 
jDouglas w^s thelre, whofename was James; for 
fir William, the prefent earFs fiitfaer, w«5 ^lately 
detti i there were .pfidGent . alio the ^ ieb^lir' of 
Moray and Orkney, the lords de Verfi, S4tliev- 
land, Lindfay and his fis brothers, who were 
aU of them knights. Thefe Scots lords enter* 

tained, 



Uvtifed very Randfomely tHe knighii of Ffinfce! 
ISir Gamier explained to the king and 'his baron^ 
the' intentions of his companions, and -theiif 
k^eaforis for comitig to Edinbui^gb, ' 
^ The ambaffadors from France', fir'Hemart de 
M>fle, sir Peter di Flattlel arid Jfttteqiaiii Cham- 
penois, arrived with copies of the ttuces e»* 
^ered into betweenf^ t^e kings ^f France ^attd 
"Bngkoid ; but the Sfepts 'h^ving> no inclinatiisa 
toiacoept of thQii,(diflfembledjiiby If«ying th€rt 
itheychad cctaier too iote, and tiiat thfy (hottM 
^uA 'HOW pay :any^ attenttoii toi th0m, f6r the 
.EUgllih hid' just inade^ia^ grk^oufi xiv^r on the 
oonntky.^ Khsg^ ilcftierSi di& ^^y- thiiig >he 
could for their Ibiif^g'abc^edy ^^ayibg, iAidLtiik 
trHth since the^riiad^lb^n^hoiifi^^to theiw, 
they had not any pre^eticdibr a^iMuf;!.]: th& 
caufed a difference )>etweehl {he fldn^i^tndth^ 
knights of his country; - ^v ^ ot , : 

' The earl o^ Doogta^, the vearl^of Mor^jy, the 
<ddildren: of. lirnkfa^vvaind fuctt^ ^^td' anA 
iqnkes of Scotlaxid^'^ho ^ifh^d ^^^;- hm a 
4ecrdt meeting mr tHevchUfcfo iljf SlJ^Qili^^iaA 
Edittbui^h, vvrere the IFrericb krii^htsv^sir^ Girt 
liiferaod Miebad; de la. !Baifre,»' \i^b ii^^ii^ to 
likttend« Tlie iScxtts ;lKKit>ils ofjl^ Ihi^ ^uld 
enter lErto a treaty ;with tti^ii^ K^ofafX^anioHs',' duA 
they should foQQ heart ' good nei^ss^jftoM^tibieii]^ 
butit must be Kfept fcccietv- ^Ifpoit ttai^'ihey r«^ 
' turiied )to Perth; land f rdated sil vthoyc iiad ^S^n. 
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' • CHAP. LXIX. . 

- 4kE BAKONS AND KNIGHTS OF SCOTLAND, IN 
''^' CONJUKCTION WITH SOME FttESfCH KNIGHTS, 

UNDERTAKE AN EXPEDITION INTO EN6laND 

• WITHOUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE KING 
OF SCOTLAND; WHO SENDS A HERALD' TO 

• MAKE HIS EXCUSES TO THE' KING OF ENG- 

- LAND. :•*'..'•■•.. 
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SIR Geoffry- de Chamy ftnd the otber kni^s 
and fquire^ were much [pleafed iat this in* 
, teltigence. . J^:^ing Pertl)t» 4hey cantiniidd 
, tbeir march uiifil ihey arrivqd at Ediiibiirgh. 
They gave not the; fmallefr hint of their exped- 
tations, and had not remiaiued there twebe 
dfiye when th^earl of Douglas ;gaye them a> fie-* 
cret invitation to come to him, and at the fanie 
time fent horfes to conduct them to. his castle 
of Dalkeith. On the morrow after theic arri- 
r^2Xi he carried them to where the bjuron&latid 
knights of Scotland were mustering ; th^ir mete^ 
:In three days time they amounted to up?ivi^idU 
, of fifteen thoufand on horfeback, all amded ac* 
cording to the ufual manner of the ooui^tjry. 
^When the whole were collected, they fftidithey 
would make an inroad, and revenge themiEe(\9ds 
on the !Englifh for the mifchiefs they had doigit^ 
They began their march through th$ y^oods 
and forests of their country, and entered N^^cfS- 

umberland^ 
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umberland, on the lands of the lord: Percjr^ 
which they pillaged and burnt. They ad- 
vanced further, and then returned through the 
estates of the earl of Nottingham and the lord 
Mowbray, to wbofe lands they did much da- 
i^age. They pafled by Roxburgh: for they 
had. a very large booty with them, as well in 
men as in cattle, and returned to their own 
country without any lofs ; for the English had 
beeji Ibme.'time di^aaded, and could not be re- 
aflembled in time to oppofe them : they ' were, 
therefore, obliged to ^ fuffer this infult, as thejr 
hid before given a fimitar one to the Scots. 

The king of Scotland could easily excttfe 

himfelf for this inroad, as he had been kept 

. entirely ign^ant of their aflembling and march. 

'Sinee the ^Mintry was fo hficlined, it wb&not 

•.tnaterial tbdt ^he ftould know any tiling d^bout 

-til ^ but fuppoiitig he had knewn it^ and there 

^faad been • n^ ^tber treaties than thofi^ which 

«3tisted b6tw^h the two cbuntries, they would 

not ha^e acted otfa^wife for him. 

Notwithdtandingthe batons of ScotkAcd, vriXh 
the French knights, had thus inraded Etig^atxd, 
iff HhMnapt de M^^ and sir Peter de Flamel coh- 
tifiuedCo reside at Edinburgh, near king Robert : 
^they allowed the Scots tctact as they pleafed, that 
^migbt not be faid, nor ^he English (uppofe, that 
itwas through their fault, or thofe of their country 
iriho had come with them, that the treaties had 
heetk infringed which had been concluded at 
Si(^iighen by theiioUes and council of France. 

England 



l^ngUhd and Caftille. The king of Scotland 
and the ambafl^dors fent each a herald to Eng*- 
land fully inftructed what they were to fay. 

When the heralds arrived in England, they 
found the whole country in motion, and eager 
to renew the war, by marching into Scotland. 
The duke of Lancafter and earl of Cambridge 
were, however, anxious to go to Portugal and 
Caftille in the courfe of the year, with a large 
body of men at arms and archers, under the 
power of one or both of them ; for they confi- 
dered themfelves as heirs by tlieir ladies to all 
Caftille, and they wiftied to renew the war be-* 
tween the king of Portugal and the king of 
Caftille. King Fernando was dead, and the 
Pcwtuguefe had crowned his baftard brother don 
John^ a valiant man who wifhed for a war with 
the Spaniards, but not without having fuccours 
from England. Of this the duke of I-.ancafter 
was well informed, but diflembled his knowledge 
^ well as he could, and endeavoured through 
his friends to prevent any forces being collected 
to carry on a war with Scotland. It was affert- 
ed, that the king of Scotland had refufed to au-^ 
thorife the war which the Frencji and Scots 
knights wiflied for, and that the late expedition 
had been made without his knowledge* 

The Scots herald on his appearance before the 
king of England and his uncles, well knowing 
his! duty, threw himfelf on his knees, and re- 
quefted that) as herald from the king of Scot* 
land, he might deliver his meifage. 

. The king and the nobles granted his requeft ; 
Vol. VI. A a he 
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he then declared why he had been particularly 
fent by the king and the ambafladors from France, 
and excufed them, by faying, that the king of 
Scotland had gracionfly received the embafTy 
from Frauice, and having ajQTented to the treaties 
which the king of France had made^ fhould 
^ conform to the truce: that he had ordered, as , 
ftrongly as lay in him, his vafTals to do the fame ; 
but that the borderers of Scotland, on the lands 
of the lord Percy and the earl of Nottingham, 
fuch as the earl of Douglas, the earl of Mar his 
uncle, fir Archibald, fu* Rame, fir Peter, fir Wilf 
liam and fir Thomas Douglas, all the brothers 
of Lindfay and Ramfay, with, fir William Sie- 
ton, would not attend the parliament in which 
this treaty was agreed to, nor would they accent 
it; fbr they faid there had been fuch damage done 
to their lands as was difagreeaUe to themfelves 
and friends, which they would revenge the very 
firft opportunity. Thefe. lords, whom I have 
juft nainedt collected thqir forces to invade 
England, but they never mentioned it to the 
king, nor to any of his houfehold, for they well 
knew he would not have confented to it. 

'They fay. However, in Scotland, that Eng- 
land firfl; began hoftilities; that, my lords, you 
knew Veil a truce had been concluded beyond 
fea ; and that . on your - return from Calais, it 
ought to have been fignified to us. They fay 
likewifej^^that the ambaifadprs from France, when 
they pafled through this country, were detained 
from coming to us as they were bound to do, and 
that you kept them top long here with your en- 

tertaini&^Ats: 
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Uertainments : on which accounts, this mifun* 
derilanding has happened between Scotland and 
England^ urged on by thofe who had long me- 
ditated it, and ui^der fliadow of diffimulation 
the greater part of it has been effected. But 
my moft redoubted and fovereign lord, the king 
of Scotlaud, and the ambaffadors from the king 
of France, who refide at prefent with him,^ ex- 
culpate themfelves from any knowledge of the 
lafl expedition which the barons and knights of 
Scotland made into England, having been com- 
pletely ignorant of it. 

* Therefore, to iredrefs all complaints and 
place things on a proper footing, I am ordered 
to fay, that if you will conform to the treaties 
concluded beyond fea through the difcretion' 
and wifdom of the counfellors of the king of 
France and your own, and will agree that the 
truces laft the time fuch truces have beeaagreed 
to with my very redoubted and* fovereign lord 
the king of Scotland, he and his council will 
confirm them, aad fwear to keep and maintain 
them, out of refjpect to the king of France and 
his council, as well hy himfelf as by^ Kis vaffal j 
and upon this fubject you will be plieafed ta 
give me your anfwer.' 

The king of England and his uncles paid at<- 
tention to the herald while he was fpeaking, and 
willingly heard him. The duke of Lancailer 
told him, that indeed he ihouldhave an anfwer. 
They ordered him to remaii> in London,., whete 
he had had his audience^ to wait the? aiifwer frouk 
the king of England. 

AaSt CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXX. 

tHE TRUCES WHICH fiAD BEEK MADE BETWftEN 
THE FRENCH, THE ENGLISH AND THEIR AL-^ 
. LIES, ARE PROCLAIMED IN SCOTLAND. — ^THfi 
rREKCH KNIGHTS, ON THEIR RET^URN FROM 
SCOTLAND, ARE IN GREAT DANGEft FROftT 
THE ZEALANDERS. 

A T the end of two days,, the council agreed 
-^^ on an anfwer. Sir Simon Burley, cham- 
berlain to the king, drew it up : and by thefe 
means all difputes were fettled. To fay the 
truth, the lords of England who had been at 
the conferences at Bolinghen had not acted very 
honourably when they had confented to order 
their jnen to march to Scotland and burn the 
country, knowing that a truce would fpeedily 
be concluded : and the beft excufe they could 
make was, th^t it was the French; and no^ they, 
who were to fignify fuch truce to the Scots. 

The herald was told, that in God's, name he 
was welcome, and that it was the intention 
of the king of England^ his uncles and coun* 
eil, to keep and maintain what they had 
fealed and fworn to, and that they would noways 
infringe it, but, on the ^contrary, would pre- 
fcrve it, for thofe who had been moft active had 
loft the moft. 

The herald demanded ail this to be put in 
writing, that he might the more readily be be- 
lieved. 
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lieved. They made him rich prefents, and in 
fiich quantity that he was well contented, anci 
greatly thanked the king and his nobles. 

Having left London, he continued his jour- 
ney until he arrived in Scotland, where the am- 
balTadors from France were waiting to know his 
anfvver, for they were anxious to learn how the 
Englilh would conduct themfelves. When they 
faw the anfwers from the king and his uncles, 
in the fealed letters which were delivered to 
them, they were well Satisfied and much rejoic- 
ed thereat. Thus was the truce continued for 
this year between England and Scotland, and 
for greater fecurity it was proclaimed throughout 
the two kingdoms. 

The French ambaiTadors returned \o their own 
country, through England, without any acci- 
dent, and related to the king of France and his 
uncles what they had doiie, and the oppofition 
* they had met with: in fhort, they recounted 
every thing you have juft heard. 

What fir Geoffry de Charny and the French 
knights in his company fomid that the truce was 
to be eftabliflied between Scotland and England,^ 
they took their leave of the barons of Scotland, 
more efpecially of the earls of Douglas and Mo- 
ray, who had {hewn them much kiudnefs. 

Thefe barons of Scotland, as well as fome 
other knights, faid to them, joking,— * Gentle- 
men, you have feen the condition and nianner 
of our country, but you have not feen its whole 
ftrength and power. Know that Scotland. is the 
country of the wojrld moft dreaded by the Eng* 

lift; 



\ 



^58 

lifli; for we can, as you have feen, enter 
England at our pleafure, without any danger, 
from the fea : if we were in greater numbers, 
we ^ould do them more mifchief than we are 
iiow able to do. Be fo good therefore, wh^n you 
we in France, to tdl this to yotir knights and 
fquires, who fliall be eager for renown, to ex- 
cite them to come hither in fearch of deeds of 
arms. We can s^ffure you, that if we had a 
^ thoufand lances from France, with the good peo- 
ple here, we would give fuch a cpnfiderable blow 
to England that it ihould be vifible for forty 
years to come* Have the goodnefs tt> remein- 
- feer this when you fh^ll be on the other fide of 
the Water.' 

, The French knights replied they would not 
fail to do fo , for it was not a thing to be forgot- 
ten.. Upon this, they embarked on board a 
veflfel they had engaged to carry them to Sluys ; 
but they had contrary winds when at fea, which 
^obligedthem to run for a port in Zealand called 
la Virille*. 

When they landed there, they thpught they 
were in a place of *fafety, but were difappoint- 
ed ; for tlie Normans had lately vifited that coaft, 
^nd had done, as it was faid, much mifchief td 
the Zealanders. Thefe knights and fquires were 
iff great danger ; for, While a different language 
was held in the" town, their vefiel was feized^ 
their trunks broken open, and their arms taken 
away> and they themfelves in rifk of lofing 
their lives. 

* La Virille. a if not la Brille. i 
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At that time there was in the town a fquire of 
the count de Blois, whofe name was Jacob, an 
agreeable man^ who affiiled them in all things. 
H^ talked with the principal people of the town, 
and with fuch good effect that a part of their 
baggage was reftored to theip. 

In order to faye them from their peril, for he 
knew the people were much enraged againft 
them, and had intentions of attacking them on 
the fea, as they had fent notice of their plans to 
the neighbouring towns, and were in fufficient 
force to do fo, he fhewed them much courtefy, 
and, out of affection to thenv, explained how 
greatly the country was exafperated againil 
them, but that, out of regard to his lord and 
the realm of France, he would counteract it. 
They warmly thanked him for his kind inten- 
tions. Weil, what did Jacob do ? He went to a 
mariner and hired a veff^l to carry him and his 
company wherever he pleafed, faying his inten- 
tions were to go to Dordrecht. The mariners 
having agreed to this propofal, he and his com- 
pany embarked on board the velTel, and at firft 
made for Dordrecht ; but, when Jacob faw it 
was time to alter their courfe, he faid to the 
failors, ' Now, mind what I am going to fay : 
1 have hired with my jnoney this vefTel to carry 
me whitherfoever I (hall pleafe : turn, therefore, 
the helni for Sti:ueghene^, as I want to go thi- 
ther.* The failors refufed to do fo, faying they 
bad Jjeen only engaged to ifail to Drodrecht. 

* Strueghene. Q. Gertruydenbergh. 

/ Attend 
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< Attend to me/ replied Jacob ; * do what I 
have ordered you, if you do not wifli to be put 
to deaUi.' 

The failors dared not make any reply, for ' 
they were not the ftrongeft ; fo they at oace 
turned the helm and fet the fails, and made for 
the town 9f Eftrimohee*, where they arrived 
without fear of danger, for it belonged to the 
count do^Blois, After they had refrefhed them - 
felves, jthey departed and returned through Bra- 
bant and Hainault to their own country, thank- 
ing Jacob for the kindnefs he had done them. 
. When fir Geoffry de Charny, fir John de 
Plaifly and the other knights and fquires who 
had been in Scotland, returned to France, they 
were interrogated as to news from that country. 
They related all they had feen and heard frpm 
the barons and knights of Scotland. Sir John 
de Vienne, admiral of France, converfed on the 
fubject with fir GeoiTry de Charny, who -was 
furprifed, ^s well as other barons of France, 
to hear that the French, through Scotland, 
qould gain an eafy entrance into England. Sir 
Hemart de Maffe continued the converfation, 
gnd added, the Scots. could not any way love the 
Englifli ; and he had been directed to fay this by 
order of the Scots council, th^,t the king of 
France and his uncles might hav^ iuform^tioq 
of it. 

The French in(lantly determined, as foon as 
the truces fliould be expired, to fend a powerful 
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at'my to Scotland to lay wade Eqgland. Thiji 
♦was planned by the dukes of Berry and Bur- 
gundy, who at that time governed the realm at 
their pleafure, and the coniiable of France, bnt 
the whole was kept very fecret. 



CHAP. LXXI. 
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THE LORD DESTOURNAY ASSEMBLES FORCES TO 
RETAKE OUDENARDE. — HE CONQUERS IT BY 
STRATAGEM. 

I 

"X^OU have beforeJieard how Francis Atremen 
* took by fcalado Jhe town of Oudenarde, 
while the treaties for a truce were negotiating 
before Bergues and Bourbourg, to the great fur- 
prife of Tournay and the adjacent towns. The 
garrifon of Oudenarde, during this time, had 
Qvertun the country : and done much mifchief 
to the territories of Tournay : the whole eftate 
of the lord Deftoiirnay was under their fubjec- 
tion. They had at the feaft of Chriilmas col- 
lected his rents and duty-fowls, from the towns 
belonging to him, for their own ufe, which dif- 
pleafed him and his friends exceedingly. He 
therefore^ declared, that whatever truce or res- 
pite there might be between the kings of France 
ajid England with the Flejfuings, he ftiould not 
pay any attention to it, but would exert him- 
felf in doing thepi as much damage as he was 

able. 
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«ble, for they had fo grievoufly oppreffed him 
that he was become a poor ihan. « 

The lord Deftoumay turned his whole atten- 
tion to retake Oudenarde^ and fucceeded through 
the friendfhip of fome knights and fquiresfronst 
France, Flanders and Hainault^ who aififted him 
in it. When he fent to thefe friends, feveral 
were ignorant of his intentions. The expedi- 
tion was undertaken on the 1 7th day of May 
1384^ for the lord Deftoumay learnt by his fpies, 
that Francis Atremen was gone to Ghent, truft- 
ing to the truce which had been made with the 
French : by fo doing he committed a fault, and 
^as no longer attentive to guard Oudenarde, as 
I fliall relate. 

The lord Deftournay foimed a confiderable 
ambiifcade of four hundred knights, fquires and 
good men at arms, whom he had entreated to 
affift him. Thefe he pofted in the wood of Lart, 
near to the gate of Oudenarde. There were 
among them fir John du Moulin, fir James de . 
laTrimojiille, fir Gilbert and fir John Cacque- 
Ian, fir Roland de TEfpierre, fir Blanchart de 
Calonne, and the lord d'Eftripouille, who was 
created a knight. 

I will now relate their ftratagem, and how 
thofe of Oudenarde were deceived by it. They 
filled two carts with provifion, which they put 
under the charge of four hardy and determined 
men drefled as carters, clothed in grey frocks, 
but armed underneath. Thefe carters drove the 
carts to Oudenarde, and gave the guards to un- 
derftand that they had brought provifion fi-om 

Hainault. 
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Haitiault to victual the place* The guards riol 
thinking but all was right, drew up the port* 
tJuUis, and allowed them to advance on the 
bridge. The carters knocked out the pins which 
held the traces of the horfes, and flung them in- 
to the ditch. Upon this, the guards cried out to 
them, * Why do not you drive on?' and taking 
jK)ld of the horfe^, drove them before them, and 
thus left the carts (landing, for, as I faidy they 
were unhameffed. The guards then found out 
that they had been deceived and betrayed, and 
began to ftrike the carters, who defended them- 
.felves ably: for they were well armed under 
their frocks, and were men of tried courage. 
Having killed two of the guards, they were in- 
ftantly reinforced ; for the lord Deftournay fol- 
lowed theuL fo clofe with his men, that the 
guards fled into the town, crying out, * Treafon, 
treafon!^ but, before the townfmen could be 
awakened, the men at arms had entered it, and 
killed all who put themfelves on their defence, 
Ihoutirig out as they came to the fquare, * Vic- 
tory !' 

Thus was Oudenarde won. Of the Ghent 
men, full three hundred were killed or drowned, 
A large fum was found in the town belonging 
to Francis Atremen, whiph I heard amounted 
to fifteen thoufand francs. 

News was foon fpread abroad, that Oude- 
narde had been taken during the truce, which 
angered the Ghenters much, as was natural, 
for it nearly affected thenJ. They held a meet- 
ing on this fubject, and refolved to fend to the 

duke 
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duke of Burgundy to remonftrate with him on 
the capture of Oudenarde daring the truce, and 
to fay, that if it were not dehvered back to 
them they ihould confider th^ truce as broken. 
But the duke excufed himfelf^ declaring he had 
not interfered any way in the bufinefs, and that 
as God might help him, he was entirely igno- 
rant of this expedition of the lord Deftournay : 
lie added, that he would willingly write to him, 
which he djd, and order him to give back 
Oudenarde, for it was neither honourable to 
him nor agreeable fo the duke to capture any 
townfS, caftles or forts during a truce. 

The lord Deftouriiay acknowledged the let- 
lers from the duke, and in anfwer faid, that the 
garrifon of Oudenarde had always made war 
on his lands, whether truce or no truce, 
and had feized on his inheritance, and that he 
had never confented to any truce with them ; 
that he had conquered Oudenarde in fair war, 
and that he would keep poffeffion of it as his 
own pj-oper inheritance until Flanders and 
tJhent (hould be completely re-united, for his 
other property had been ruined by the' war. 

Things remained in this ftate, for nothing bet* 
ter could be done. 

Francis Atremen was very much blamed for 
not having better guarded the place, and efpe- 
cially by the lord de Harzelles, infomuch that 
Francis was wroth With the knight, and high 
words enfued, adding, whatever he may hav« 
done in regard to Oudenarde, he had always 
acquitted himfelf loyally towards Ghent. This 

provoked 
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provoked anfwers, and the lie was given on both 
fides. Shortly after, the lord de Har^elles was 
killed 3 and fome fay that Francis Atremen and 
Peter du Bois were the authors of it. 

About this time, the Ghent men requefted 
the king of England to fend them a valiant man 
for governor, and ope who was connected with 
the crown by blood. In confequence, the king 
fent to Ghent one of his knights, a gallant man, 
of fufficient prudence to govern the town: hii^ 
name was fir John Bourchicr*, who remained 
governor of Ghent upwards of a year and half. 



CHAP LXXII. 

THE DUKE OF ANJOU DIES AT A CASTLE NEAR 
NAPLES. HIS WIDOW IS ApVISED TO SOLICIT 

THE POPE FOR. THE POSSESSION OF PROVENCE. 

( . . ■ 

YOU have before heard how the duke of An- 
jou, who filled himfelf king of SJcily and 
^ Jerufalem, had marched into la Puglia and Ca- 
labria, and had conquered tlie whole country as 
far as Naples : but the Neapolitans would never 
turn to his party, and continued the fupport 
they had always given to the lord Chai'les Du- 
razzo,. The duke of.Anjou remained on thi* 
expedition three whole years ; you may fuppofe, 
therefore, that his expences were very great, for 

' * Sir John Bourchier. Lord Bourchier of EflTexr See 
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there is no treafury, however rich, but men at 
awns will drain it : whoever is defirou» of their 

^ fervices muft pay them well, if they expect any 
advantage from them. It muft certainly have 
coft the duke immenfe fums of money; but 
thofe who funk his treafury the deepeft were the 
earl of Savoy and the Savoyards.. That earl,, 
however, and a great many of his knights, died 
on this expedition, .which weakened the duke 
of Ai\jou in men. It was on this account that 
he fent to France to implore the afliftance of his. 
brothers the dukes of B^rry and Burgundy, who 
did not fail hin^^in his neceflities, but replied that 
they would fuppbrt him with men and money. 

Thefe twa dukes confidered who would be the 
proper perfons to fend on this expedition. After 
having maturely weighed every thing, they 
thought they could not fix better than on the 
gallant lord de Coucy and the lord d'Anghien, 
count de Conv^rfano^^ whofe earldom is . situate 
ed in la Puglia. 

Thefe two lords, having been folicited to un- 
dertake the bufinefs by the king of France and 
his uncles, cheerfully complied, for it was high- 

- ly honourable to them. They instantly began 

'- their preparations, and fet off as fpeedily as pos- 
fiblie with a handfome company of men at arms : 

• but when they arrived at Avignon, and were 
bufily employed in forwarding their troops and 
other bufinefs, certain intelligence was brought 
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* Converfano is a town ' in the Neapolitan dominions, 
near Bari : its bishoprick is fuffiragan to Bari. 
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them of the death of the duke of AnJQU at a 
caille near Naples*. 

The lord de Coucy, on hearing this, advanc- 
ed no further, feeing that the expedition was at 
an end ; but the lord de Converiano continued 
his march, for he had many things to fet|;l$ in 
his own country, in la Puglia and in Converfano. 

This intelligence was foon known in France 
to the king and his uncles, who fupported the 
death of the king of Sicily as well as they could. 

When madame d'Anjou, who refided at An- 
gers, heard of the death of her lord, you may 
imagine flie was greatly afflicted. The count 
Guy de Blois her coufin-german, who lived at 
Blois, on receiving the news, fetout with all his 
equipage to^ vifit her at Angers, where he re- 
mained aconfiderable time comforting. and ad- 
vifing hei" to the beft of his abilities. 

From thence the queen came to France (for 
(he fiiled herfelf queen of Naples, Sicily, la 
Puglia, Calabria and Jerufalem) to wait on the 
king and the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, to 
have their advice arid comfort: ihe was accom- 
panied by het two fons, Louis and Charles. 
The lady was advifed by the nobles of her blood, 
to go to Avignon, and entreat of the pope that 
fhe might have poifeffion of Provence, which 
is a territory dependant on Sicily. The queen 

I I I W^ ■!■■ 

* He died at BifeUa, near Bari, the 20th or 2lfi Sep- 
tember ]S84t.—Artde Verifier les Dates. 

The authors of the Nouvelle Dictionnaire Hiftorique, by 
miftake, have placed his death at Paris, but with the fame 
date, * 
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approvM the advice, and made preparatiohs for 
, her journey, carrying With her her eldeft fon 
Louis, who was evfery where on the road call^ 
king, from being heir to the king his father; but 
thcfe affairs were not fo fpeedily terminated 
as I bave pointed them out. 



CHAP. LXXIIL 

PREPARATIONS ARE MAl)E IN FRANCE FOR THE 
RENEWAL OP THE WAR WITH ENGLAND. — 
THE DUCHESS OF BRABANT SUCCEEDS IN 
FORMING A MARRIAGE BETWEEN THE CHIL- 
DREN OF BURGUNDY AND THOSE OF HAIN- 
AULT. 

DURING the winter, the French were bu- 
fily employed in preparations to f6nd forces 
to Scotland j but the truces were prolonged be- 
tween the French and Engliih, and their allies, 
irom Michaelmas to the enfuing urft day of 
May. They;, however, continued their prepa- 
rations by fea and land, for it was the intention 
#f the council of France to carry on the war with 
yigour in. the courfe of tU§ next fuixuxier j and 
^he admiral of France was .to fail fon Scotland 
with two thoiifand fpears, knights and Squires. 
Qn the other hand, the duke of Bourbotf 
and the count de la Marche were ordered 
into Languedoc, . Limoufm and Auvergne, 
with two thoufaiid men, to recover cer- 
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tain cafiles which the Englifh and pillagers heW, 
and which did much mifchief to the country^ 

Great numbers of battle-axes were ordered to 
be made in Picardy and Hainault for the expe- 
dition into Scotland j and ia Artois, Lille, 
Douay and Tournay, much bifcuit was made, 
And various other ftores got ready along the 
coaft from Harfleur to Sluys, which was the 
principal harbour whence this armament was 
intended to be embarked. 

The diichefs of Brabant, widow of Wincef- 
-laus duke of Bohemia, by whpfe death fhe had 
loft a. coo^panion and xnuch comfort, which had 
caufed her great grief, refided with her attend- 
ants at Bruifels. She was much hurt at the 
traubles which exifted in Flanders, and, if fhe 
had poffeffed the means, wpuld moft cheerfully 
have put an end tp them ; for fhe was daily * 
hearing liow the Ghent men were ftrengthening 
themfely^ by an alliance with the Englifh, who 
promifed them great fupport. She alfo faw that 
her nephew and niece of Burgundy, who were 
in truth her heirs, and iamong the greateft 
(NTtnces of the worlds as well by their own he- 
ritages, as by what they had in reverfions, were 
very uneafy at thefe difturbances in Ghent^ 
She knew that duke Albert, regent of Hainault, 
had two fine fPns and two handfome daughters, 
neither of whom were yet married ; but flie had 
^ heard that the duke of Lancafier was very de- 
firous to accompliih the marriage of his daugh- 
ter Philippa, . who had been borne to him by the 
lady Blanche hisi fir ft wife, with the eldeft fon 
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of duke Albert, who, by his own right, wa^^ 
heir to the countries of Hainault, Holland and 
Zealand. 

This lady forefaw, that if fuch an alliance 
Ihould take place between Hainault and Eng- 
land, the French would be much hurt, and the 
fair country of Hainault harraffed either fe- 
cretly or openly, by all thofe who (hould pafs 
and repafs from France to Flanders. In addi- 
tion to this, the Hollanders and Zealanders 
who bordered on the fea affifted the CJhent men 
in various ways, of which the duke of Bar- 
gundy and his council had been informed. He 
did not love duke Albert the better for this*; 
not, however, that he was any way to be blamed 
ibr it ; for with regard to the Hollanders and 
Zealanders, as the w^r in Flanders no way con- 
cerned them, he could not, neither ought he te* 
have forbidden the free courfe of commerce. 

The good lady having confidered all thefe 
things, and the dangerous confeqiiences which 
might enfiie, refolved to^ bring the duke of 
Burgundy and' duke Aftiert to a good under- 
ilanding, and offered' heirfelf as guarantee of all 
fhe treaties. She was determined alfo to pre- 
vail on the duke of Burgundy to receive the 
men of Ghent into his mercy. 

Glerks and meflengers were immediately fet 
tb'work: and flie managed' fo well that a con- 
ference was fiKed to meet at'Gambray on the part 
ef the two dukes. They both aflented to it, as 
well as their council, though neither of them 
knew thefabjeets thisGQnfei^ence-wa&to treat of. 

To 
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To this conference, which they had under 
their feals appointed to be holden at Cambray 
on the twelfth day in the enfuing January, the 
two dukes came, attended by their councils. 
The duchefs of Brabant came thither alfo, who 
was the mover in the bufinefs. She firft ad- 
dreffed the duke of Burgundy, faying ; * He 
was the greateft prince on earth, and had very 
fine children: ftie, however, would be more 
happy if they were placed in a different fitua- 
tion from what they actually occupied, which 
would increafe their worth ; and, for . the pre- 
fent, flie could neither fee nor point out any 
better place than Hainault, Holland and Zea- 
land, which would unite the whole country to- 
gether, and give greater fear and alarm to its 
enemies; for, fair nephew,V added ftie to the 
duke of Burgundy, * I know for a truth, that 
the duke of Lancafter, who is fo powerful in 
England, is extremely anxious for his daughter 
to efpoufe my nephew, William of Hainault^ 
and I certainly wifli fuch good fortune may fall 
to your, children rather than to the Englifh/ 

* My good aunt,' replied the duke of Bur- 
gundy. * I return you my thanks, and, as a 
proof that I believe you, I fh all allow you to 
unite my daughter Margaret with the youth of 
Hainault.' Upon fuch good fuccefs, fhe in- 
ftantly began to treat of this marriage. Duke 
Albert, to whom the propofition was quite new, 
replied very courteoully, but faid, he had not 
with him thofe whom he wiflied to corifult on 
the fubject. ' And what advice da you want ?' 

B i) 2 ^ anfwer€?d 
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anfwered the duchefs, ^ when it is a qaeftion to 
act properly, and keep your country in peace/ 
* My wife/ replied the duke ; * for without her 
t {hall do nothing : fhe is as much interefted in 
my children as I am ; and, befides, fair aunt, 
it )vill be proper that the nobility of the coun- 
try be apprifed of it/ The duchefs anfwered, 
' Well, God's will be done/ She thought the 
beft (he could now do was to let them feparate 
in good humour with each other, and defire 
they would permit her to call them again toge- 
ther in the fame city during Lent, and that they 
would bring the duchefs of Burgundy and ma- 
dame de Hainault, with their councils, along 
with them. 

"the lady acted in all this fo fecretly, that 
very few perfons knew any thing of the matter, 
nor why this conference had been holden. In 
this ftate the two dukes left Cambray: the duke 
of Burgundy went to the city of Arras,' where 
'his lady was, and duke Albert returned to his 
duchefs in Holland. 

The duchefs of Brabant returned to her own 
country, and continually wrote to each party, 
but fecretly. She had great difficulty to bring 
them and the;r ladies to Cambray, and laboured 
hard at it ; for Ihe was very eager this marriage 
fliould take place, to confirm the union and 
friend(hip of Flanders, Brabant and Hainault. 
The duchefs manag:ed fo well that the different 
parties and their councils met her and her coun- 
cil at Cambray, where was a grand difplay of 
pomp, for 'each was anxious to do honour to 
the other, 
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The duchefs Margaret of Burgmvly and the 
ducheis Margaret of Haina^It were prefent, 
aod the laft very active in this' bufijiefs. She 
faid, that if they wiflied to marry their fon with 
Margaret of Biirgundy, John of Bui:gundy muft 
marry her daughter, by whit^h the ties of affec- 
tion would be the more ftrengthened. 

It was much againft the incUnation of the 
duke of Burgundy to marry his children at 
once and to the fame family. He thought it 
fufficient for his daughter to marry the heir of 
Hainault, and excufed himfelf for not agreeing 
to the marriage of his fon John, on account of 
his youth. The duke's intention was to marry 
him to Catharine of France, lifter to his nephew 
the king of France. Thefe treaties and con- 
ferences were, therefore, on the point of being 
broken ; for the duchefs of Bavaria declared, a 
marriage should never take place with her chil- 
dren, unlefs they were both married at the fame 
time; and this refolution she kept, notwith- 
ftanding all they could fay to make her alter it. 
The duchefs of Brabant took great pains in 
going from one to the, other, and in preventing 
the treaties from being broken off; she at last 
fucceeded, by reafoning properly with the duke 
and duphefe of Burgundy, to bring the affair 
again under confideration : and it was then 
agreed that the marriages should take place be- 
tween the children of the duke of Burguixdy 
and thofe of duke Albert. 

^This bufinefs had been delayed four or five 
days by an obftacle which bad arifen from the 
jcpuncil of the 4uke of Burgundy, who ftated 
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that duke Albert had only a reverlionary inteji 
reft in Hainault, for his elder brother William 
was then alive, though dangeroufly ill at Quef^ 
noy, and he might furvive his brother , and if 
that should happen, it was clear his other bro- 
thers would have the government of Hairiault, 
and the children of duke Albert be driven from 
thence. This obstacle delayed the marriages a 
short time, which was employed in proving that 
duke Albert had no other brother but William, 
and that the country of Hainault nqiust defcend 
to him and to his children. 

When all this was cleared up, therie was not 
any longer delay, but the marriages were con- 
cluded and fworn to for William of Hainault tq 
have for his wife Margaret of Burgundy, and 
John of Burgundy to efpoufe Margaret of Hain- 
ault. They were all to return to Cambray the 
octave of Easter, in the year of grace 1385, tq 
perform the ceremonies of th^ niarriages. 



PHAP. LXXIV. 

THE KING AND THE NOBLES OF FRANCE AND 
HAINAULT LAY .IN GREAT PROVISION OF 
STORES AT CAMBRAY. — THE DUKE OF LANf 
CASTER SENDS AMBASSADORS TO THE EARL 
OF HAINAULT. — THE MARRIAGES OF THE 
CHILDREN OF BURGUNDY AND HAINAULT ARE 
CONCLUDED. 

/ 

IHINGS were in this gtate when they all left 
I, Cambray. The duke of Burgundy rer 

turned 
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turned to the king in France; the duchefs to 
Arras. Duke Albert and his ^uchefs went to 
Quefnoy in Hainault; and the duciiefs of Bra- 
bant to her own country. Carpenters and ma- 
ibns^ and all forts of workmen, were instantly 
fent to prepare hotels in the city of Cambray, 
and purveyors were alfo ordered thither to lay 
in vast quantities of provifion ; it was pro- 
claimed, that every store was to be delivered 
into the city the week before tlve octave of 
Easter. 

When the king of France heard of this, he 
faid that he would be prefejit at the marriagei§ 
of his coufins; and commanded his maitres 
d'hotels to lay in there fuch provifion as was be- 
fitting him. 

The palace of the bishop had been retained 
for the dukie of Burgundy, and was already 
preparing for him; but it was neceffary to give 
it up to the king, and workmen were fet to 
embellish it in a royal manner, as it appears at 
this day : for never was there a feast in the me- 
mory of man,, nor for thefe last two hundred 
years, that had fuch grand preparations made for 
it. The nobility, in order to appear with the 
most pomp and magnificence, were no more 
fparing of their money than if it had rained 
gold on them ; and each endeavoured to put- 
shine the otheif. . 

Intelligence of thefe marriages was carried tp 
England, and how the dukes of Burgundy and 
Albert intended uniting their children together. 
The duke of Lancaster (who had nourished th^ 
hope that WiUieim of Hainault would choofe 
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his daughter, at least he had fo be^n ^iven td 
understand) was penfive and melancholy at this 
news; in order to be better affured of it, he de-»- 
termined to fend, as ambafladors, knights and 
fquires of his houfehold to Ghent, with instruc- 
tions to talk with duke Albert on the fubject. 
When they arrived at Ghent, they found there 
the lord Bourchier, Francis Atremen and Peter 
du Bois, who entertained them handfomely for 
two or three days. They then departed and 
went to Mons in Hainault; from thence tq 
Quefnoy, where duke Albert refided and waited 
on him. The duke, the duchefs, and their 
children, in honour of the duke of Lancafter 
received the Englifti very politely, and the duke 
entertained theip well, as did the lord de Gou- 
yittgen, ' 

The mailer of the wool-fiaple of all England, 
being one of the envoys, delivered his creden*- 
tial letters, and fpoke firft. He ftrongly re- 
commended the duke of Laiicafter to bis coufin 
duke Albert, ^nd then began on the fubjects 
with which he had been charged, A)^ong other 
topics, a& I have been informed, he aiked the 
duke if it were his intention to perfevere in the 
propofed union of his children with thofeof the 
duke of Burgundy. This fpeech moved a little 
the duke's choler, who replied, 'Y^s, fir, by 
piy faith do I: why do you aik?' * My lord,* 
Xaid he^ * I mention it becaufe my lord of Lan- 
cafter has hitherto had hopes that the lady Phi- 
lippa, his daughter, would have been the wife 
of my lord William jrour fon.' Upoii this, 
4uke Albert faid, — * My friends, tell hiy cpufin, 
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that whea he marries any of ^his children^ I 
(haU aever interfere : he therefore need not 
tronhle himfelf ahout mine^ nor how I marrjr 
them, nor with whom, nor when.' This was 
the only anfwer the Englifli had from duke Al- 
'bcrt The mafter of the 'staple and his com- 
panion^ took leave of the duke after dinner and 
went to Valenciennes, where they lay that 
night : on the morrow they returned to Ghent. 
More of them I know not, but I believe they 
returned to England. 

Easter was the time; fixed for the king of 
France, the dukes of Burgundy, of Bourbon^ 
the duke Albert with the duchefs his lady, the 
ducheffes of Burgundy and of Brabimt,^ fir Wil- 
liam and fir John de Namur, to be at Courtray. 
The king refided in the bifhop's palace, and 
each lord and lady at their own hotels. You 
may eafdy imagine, that where the king of ^ 
France was and fo many of his nobles, there 
would alfo be tl>e flower of his knighthood. 

The king arciyed at Cambray on the Monday 
by dinner-time. All the nobles and ladies, hav- 
ing preceded him, went to meet him out of »his 
city; into which he was efcorted, and con- 
ducted to the palace, to the found of nu« 
merous trumpets and minstrels. On Monday^ 
the contracts of marriage were figned in the 
prefence of the king and his nobles. The lord 
William was to poffess from thenceforward the 
county of OstreVant*, and the lady Margaret 

* OftrevSLtit, or ifland of St. Amaud. TMa was formerly a 
pif 1 5f tHib cmntij of yatencieimes. it iict ^m the borden 
!of Flanders aad Artoki.-^BAUDitAN*. 
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his wife was to have the whole territory and 
castlewick of Arque * in Brabant : the duke of 
Burgundy gave befides to his daughter one hun- 
dred thoufand francs. Thus were the portions 
fettled. 

On Tuefday, at the hour of high mafs^ they 
were married, in the cathedral church of our 
lady in Cambray, with great folemnity, by the 
bishop of Cambray, whofe name was John, and 
a native of Bruffels. 

There was a very magnificent dinner at the 
palace, to which were invited many of the great 
nobles. The king of France had the bride- 
grooms with their brides feated at his table. 
Several of the principal lords ferved the king 
and his guefts, mounted on lafge war-horfes. 
The conftable and the admiral of France were 
feated at table. Sir Guy -de la Trimouille and 
fir William de Namur ferved, with many other 
great barons of France. 

There had not ' been, for five hundred years, 
fo magnificent or renowned a folemnity feen 
in Cambray as was that of which I am now 
fpeaking. 

After this noble and grand dinner, great 
numbers of lords and knights armed and made 
themfelves ready for the tournament. It was 
held in the market-place, and there were forty 
knights. The king of France tilted with d 
knight from Hainault calleii fir Nicholas d'Ef- 
pinoit. 
This tournament was very handfome : . the 
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tilts were well performed and lasted a confider** 
able time : a young knight, called fir John De* 
strenne, from near Beaumont in Hainault, won 
the prize. This knight tilted to the fatisiaction 
of the lords and ladies, and received as the 
prize a clafp of precious ftones, which the 
duchefs of Burgundy took from her bread; and 
the admiral of France and fir Guy de la Tri- 
mouille prefented it to him. 

Thefe feails and amufements continued until, 
Friday, when they took leave of the king after 
dinner; and the king,' the lords and the ladies 
departed from Courtray. The duchefs of Bur- 
gundy carried with her, to Arras, Margaret of 
Hainault, her daughter-in-law: and madame 
de Hainault carried madame Margaret of Bur- 
gundy to Quefnoy. Thus ended all this bu- 
iinefs. 



CHAP. LXXV. 



THE DUKE OF BERRY BETROTHES HIS DAUGH- 
TER TO THE SON OF THE COUNT DE BLOIS. 
— THE DUKE OF BOURBON AND THE COUNT 
DE LA MARCHE ISSUE THEIR SUMMONS TQ 
INVADE LIMOUSIN, 

A BOUT this time there was a treaty of mar 
•*^ riage between Louis de Blois, fon of the 
count Guy de Blois, and the lady Mary de 
Berry, daughter of the duke of. Berry. The 
count de Blois carried his countefs and his fon 
JjOMiSy well attended by lords and ladies, to 

Bourges 
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Boui^es in Berry^ where the <Iuke and ducha£i 
were waiting for them, who received _ them and 
their company moil magnificently. Every thing 
was there fettled refpecUn^ this marriage^ and 
the archbifhop . of Bourges betrothed them in 
the prefence of a large comrpany of nobility of 
both fexes. The marriage was nott folemnifed 
at that time^ becaufe both were very young; 
but all the contracts and engagements were 
figned, as to its fixture completion, in the pre- 
fence of feveral great barons and knights. 

There were, at this betrothing> gre^t feafts 
of dinners, fuppers, dancings and carollings; 
^er which, the count and countefs returned 
with their fon to Blois, The young lady re- 
mained with the duchefs her mother, at a 
bandfome caftle in Berry called Mehun fur 
Yevre *. 

At this time, the duke of Berry fet out for 
Auvergne, Languedoc and Avignon, to vifit 
pope Clement. It had been before determined 
that the duke delBourbon and the count de la 
l^arche fldould enter Limoufin, with two thou- 
fand men at arhis, to free the Country from the 
Englifti thieves, who were piHaging it; for 
there were ftill fbme caflles in Poitou and Sain- 
tonge whofe garrifons did muck teiichief ; and, 
eomplaifnto of them havie^ Imp. made, the 
duke of Berry was defirou^ of providing a it- 
ixie4y for them. 

He. had therefi>re entrei^ted his CQufin tl|e 
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duke of Bourbon to undertake it, and not to ' 
quit Limoufin or Saintonge until he ijiould have 
conquered the caftle of Vertueil: for it was 
from that garrifon the country had fuflfered the 
pioii. The dnke de Bourbon accepted tiht 
command, and. iifued his fummons for the af- 
fembling of his vaffals at Moulins^ in the Bour- 
bonois, the firft day of June. From, thence 
they marched towards Limoges, and were met 
by feveral bodies of men at arms. The duike 
de Bourbon had at that time for his fquire aii 
amiable gentleman called John Bonne Lance *, 
mailer and captain of his men at arms. Of all 
the flower of his knights and fquires, certaiifly 
this fquire was well worthy of fuch a com- 
mand. 

TTie count de la Marche was to accompany 
the duke de Bourbon in this expedition, and 
made his preparations in the town of Totirs. 
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* Bonne Lance. I fufpeet this is a nam de guerre, for no 
mentidn is made of him under this name in the life of the 
duke. 
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CHAP. LXXVI. 

SIR JOHN DE VIENNE, . ADMIRAL OF FRANCE, 
SAILS TO SCOTLAND, TO CARRY ON THE WAR 
AGAINST THE ENGLISH AT THE EXPIRATION 
OF THE TRUCE. i 

AT tljis period, thofe men at arms who had 
been fixed on to accompany fir John de 
Vienne, admiral of France, to Scotland, ar- 
rived at Sluys in Flanders. He was to have 
under his command a thoufand lances, knights 
and fquires, and, I believe, they were all there: 
for fuch was the ardour of thofe who wiflied to 
advance themfelves, .that feveral went with the 
admiral though they had not been fummoned., 
The fleet was ready prepared at Sluys, and 
the stores in great abundance and good. .They 
embarked arms fufficient for' tw€lve hun<ked 
men from head to foot. Thefe they had brotjght 
from the castle of Beaute, near Paris, and they 
were the arms of the Parifians, which had been 
ordered to be depofited there. With the admi- 
ral were plenty of excellent men at arms, of 
the flower of knighthood. It was the intention 
of the admiral l;o give thefe arms to the knights 
and fquires of Scotland, the better to fucceed 
in their enterprife ; for fir GeofiVy de Charny 
and the others had told the king on their return 
home last year, that the Scots were very poorly 
armed. 

I will 
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I will now name fom^ of thofe lords of 
France who went into Scotland* First, fir John 
de Vienna, admiral of France, the count de 
Grand-pre, the lords de Verdenay, de Sainte 
Croix, the lord de Montbury, fir GeofTry de 
Charny, fir William de Vienne, fir James de 
Vienne, lord d'Efpaigny, fir Girard de Bour- 
bonne, the lord de Hetz, fir Florimont de 
Quifly, the lord de Marnel, fir Valeran de Ray- 
aevaJ, the lord de Beaufan^^ the lord de Wain- 
brain, the lord de Rinolle, baroja d'Yury, the 
lord de Coucy, fir Perceval d'Ameual, the lord 
de Ferrieres, the lord de Fontaines, fir Brac- 
quet de Braquemont, the lord de Grandcourt, 
the lord de Landon, a Breton, fir Guy la Per- 
fonne, fir William , de ^llourroux, fir Johii de 
Hangier^^.fir Bery de Virifelin, coufin to the 
grand masfaer of Pruffia,. and many other good 
knights whcNQQi I cannot name : there were • a 
thoufand lances, knights and fquires, with-, 
ijut reckoning the cro(s-bows and sturdy var* 
lets. 

.Tl^ey had favourable winds and a good voy-r 
age^ for the weather was very fine, as it 
ufually is in the month . of May. The truces 
had expired between the French and Englifti, 
the Ghent men and the Flemings, and in all 
other parts. War was fought for, as it feemed, 
in every quarter ; and thofe knights and fquires 
who went to Scotland gallantly wifiied for it, as 
they faid, with the aflistance of the Scots they 
would make a good campaign, and carry on a 
fuccefsfiil war against England. However, the 
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Eng^iih, who had received intelligence of this 
expedition, very much fufpected whither it 
was bound. 



CHAP. LXXVIL 

THE PILLAGERS OF GHENT, SURNAMED ' FOR- 
KERS, COMMIT MUCH MISCHIEF. — FRANCIS 
ATREMEN DEFEATS SOME FRENCH TROOPS 
NEAR ARDEMBOUftG. 

THE lord Bourchier, who had the govern- 
ment of Ghent by order of the king of 
England and the captains of the commonaity, 
Francis Atremen, Peter An Bois and Peter le 
Nuitre, had made every prepai^on, knowing 
•the war was to be renewed. They had been 
very bofily employed during the trace^ in 
strengthening and victualling the town of 
Ghent, as well as the castle of Gauvr^ and all 
other places under their obedience. 

At this period, there were a fet of vagabonds 
who had taken refuge in the wood of la Ref- 
paille, and had fortified themfelves in a houfe fo 
strongly that it could not be taken. They had 
i)een driven out of Alost, Grammont and other 
towns in Flanders : having wasted their all, and 
not knowing how to live otherwife than by 
{ilunder, they robbed and pillaged any one 
who fell in their way. 

The 
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The fut^ect of univerfal converfation w^t^ 
thefe Porkers of la Refpaille, which wood is 
iituated between Reghais, Grammont^ Anghien* 
^ad Lyfines. They did much mifchief in the 
castlewiek of Ath, and on the lands of Flo- 
berge^ Lyiines and Anghien ; and thefe pilla« 
gers were fupported by Ghent. Under their 
countenance they committed many murders 
and robberies: they entered Hainault, frpm 
whence they dragged people out )Cff their beds, 
q.nd carried them to their fort» when they ran-? 
fomed theoi^ and tlius made war on all maQ« 
kind. 

The lord de Baudrius and de la Morte> caf- 
tellan of Ath» watched them feversd times, but 
he CQutd never patch them, for they were too 
wdl acquainted with the means of efcaping. 
They were fo much dreaded on the borders ,of 
Haiupult and Brabimt that none dared to 
travel thofe roads, nor tiirough that part of the 
country. 

The duke of Burgupdy, in confequence of 
the renewal of the war, had reinforced the gar- 
rifons of his towns and caftles iir Flanders with 
men and fiores. The lord de Guiftelles was 
commander in Bruges, and fir John de Jjimont 
in Courtray : for fir William de Namur was a^ 
t^at time lord of Sluys : fir Roger de Guiftdle 
governed Damme^ and fir Peter de la Sieple 
Ypres, Men at arms were fiatiohed in all the 
firontier towns of Flanders by order of the duke 
of Burgundy. 

Sir Guy de Pontarlier, marflial of Burgundy, 
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remained in garrifon in the toMm of Ardem* 
bourg, with fir Rafflartde Flandres, fir Johnde 
Jumont, fir Henry du Coing, the lord de Mon- 
tigny in Oftrevant, the lord de I^ngueval, fir 
John de Bernecte, fir Peter de Bailleul, Belle^ 
Fonrriere, Phelippot Ganey, RaouUin de la Folie, 
and feveral more, to the amount of two hmidred 
combatants. They determined among them- 
felves to make an exctirfion into the Quatrer 
Meftiers and ravage that country, for much pro- 
vifion was carried from thence into Ghent. They 
therefore, having fixed on a day for this enter* 
prife, armed themfelyes and marched thithen 

The fame day that the French had fixed on 
for their expedition^ about two thoufand deter- 
mined men had fallied out of Ghent under the 
command of Francis Atremen : accidentally 
they found themfelves in a village in the midft 
of the French. When they had reconnoitred 
each other, they faw a battle was unavoidable. 
The French inftantly difmounted, and, grafping 
their lances, advanced on the enemy : the Ghent 
men, who were as numerous, did the fame. 

The combat began (liarply; but the Ghent 
men advanced into a pafs which was much to 
their lofs,' where the battle was more fevere : 
many gallant deeds were done, and many beat 
down. Sir Ralflart de Flandres in that place 
(hewed the gfeatefl; courage; and the knights 
^nd fquires engaged the Ghent men with deter- 
mined valour, as indeed it behoved them to do/ 
for quarter was given to none. 

At laft the Ghent men, by having fuperior 

jiumbers 
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"^umberSj gained the fidd^ and the French were 
obliged to mount their horfes or they wonld^ 
have been flain^ for their opponents much out- 
numbered them. In this encounter were killed 
fir John de Bernecte, fir Peter de BailleuU BeUe- 
Fourriere^ Phelippot de Ganey, Raoullin de lii 
Folic, and many others: the more the pity. 
The reft were obliged to fly and re-epter Ar- 
dembourgj or they muft inevitably have been 
killed. 

After this event, the vifcount de Meaux was 
fent with all his men at arms to garrifon Ardem*- 
bourg, which he repaired and flrengthened. 
He had with him feveral knights and fquires 
who were good determined foldiers. At thid 
time fir John de Ji^mont was great bailiff of 
Flanders, and had been fo for the two preceding 
years. He was much feared through all that 
country for his great prowefs, and the deeds he 
had performed. Whenever he got hold of any 
Ghent men he put them to death, or had their 
eyes thruft out, or their hands, ears or feet cut 
off, and in this ftate fent them away to ferve as 
an example to their fellow-citizens. He was fo 
renowned throughout all Flanders for his piti- 
lefs juftice in thus cruelly puniftiing the Ghent 
men, that no one was talked of but him in the 
whole country. 
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